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INTRODUCTION. 

JjEFORE 1 proceed to a minute and circumilantial detail of 
this campaign, it will not, I flatter myfelf, be deemed an imper- 
tinent or ufelefs attention in me to prefix to die feveral parts of 
it fuch general preliminary obfervations and illuftrations, as may 
appear to me conducive, if not neceflary, to give my. readers, (at 
leafl thofe of them who have been lefs converfant in the fhidy of 
ancient hiftory,) a fomewhat more juft, full, and comprehen- 
five idea, not merely of the fubjedt there treated of, but of the 
general outline and complexion of the national charadler, 
manners, and habits of thofe remote ages. 

Truly fenfible however of my own inability to do in any 
degree full juftice to the fubjeft, when I confider the dan- 
gerous unbeaten path I am taking j the extreme fcarcity of 
materials, except from fingle unconneded fads, detached and 
fcattered here and there through an immenfe variety of volumes 
in manufcript, of parliamentary, judicial inquefl, and official do- 
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cuments ; which, although of genuine and unqueftionablc autho - 
rity and authentic)^, yet by a ftrangc fatality have been in many 
inftances almoft entirely negleded or overlooked by fuccccding 
writers ; and that to fcled:, conne<5l, and reduce into order, fucli 
a difleminated chaos of authentic valuable materials, fo as by their 
afliftance to form a confiftent ftory ; and to refcue the memory of 
the perfons,fads,circumftanccs, and conntdions of ancient times, 
from the oblivion into which they are (inking : is an under- 
taking however bold and arduous, yetatleaft equally inftrudtive, 
entertaining and ufefiil. Every minute trace and circumftance, 
however fhort or imperfed, of their anceftors four hundred 
and fifty years ago, cannot but be pleafing and acceptable, at 
leaft to their defcendants of the prefent day, if not to the public 
at large ; and conduce by reviving the memory of their ancient 
alliances and connexions, to ftrengthen the amity of private 
families to each other, and refledfc an additional ray of honour 
on their prefent confequence and refpedlabilit)'. And in a 
public point of view, the advantages are equally ftriking and 
felf-evident ; as it is merely from thefe fources, principally, if 
not entirely, that an accurate, diftind^ full, and compre-- 
henfive idea can be formed of the perfons and tranfadions of 
ancient times. It is perhaps the very beft method a ^wife man 
can purlue to make up his mind and to form his own opinion ; 

and 
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and idea of them. Hiftory confines itfelf to public, and 
thinks it beneath its dignity to defcend to the elucidation of 
the charaders and manners of private life. It dwells on 
the a6lions of Princes and heroes, the fplendor of courts, the 
wifdom of legiflative, and the integrity of judicial and exe- 
cutive adminiftration ; holding to our view the virtues of the 
citizen rather than of the man; whereas the deductions we 
are apt to infer from the one to the other are not always to l^e 
depended upon ; and yet perhaps the latter are to the full as 
pleafing, inftrudive, and ufeful objeds of our contemplation. 
When a charader of eminence in the fenate or the field, in 
arts, in wifdom, or in virtue, is difplayed before us with all 
the fafcinating powers of an eloquent pen ; the mind, enamoured 
of its objed, feels an anxious impatience to learn every minute 
particular if poffible of the hero of the ftory; his defcent, fi- 
tuation, marriage, children, pofleffions, and habits in private 
life ; with refped to all which particulars the hiftorian generally 
and indeed neceffarilyobfervesan almoft total filencc. The parti- 
cular fad or fads once detailed, you hear no more of the party. 
Whereas by inveftigating the minutiae of the parliament re- 
cords, rolls of Chancery, and the other three fuperior courts j 
inqucfts/?^ cbitum^ ad quod damnutrty detetateprobanday Ward's 
and Livery's and other official books ftill in prefervation in 

B 2 great 
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great variety and abundance in the Britifli Mufaeum, and in 
other public and private colledions ; you are fure of finding in 
general many curious particulars of the kind I mentioned, and 
of gaining a full and diftind view of the obje<9r of your in- 
quiry. And I will venture to hazard as a more than probable 
conje(9iire, that it were pofilble even now to colled and reco- 
ver nearly as full and particular an account o( the occurrences 
public or private of this nation, by purfuing this method (with- 
out referring at all to the printed accounts,) for any period of 
time from Henry the 3d'^s feign (or even higher flill is fo far and* 
in proportion as the above-mentioned authorities are ftill in 
prefervation) as it would be to do it for the- fame period iname- 
diately preceding the prefent century. And perhaps too I 
might fafely add, that fuch an account fairly and impartially 
taken from thefe authentic regiflers of fad: of indifputable au- 
thenticity, in point of real information, particular flatement 
and an unqueflionablie authority, would be fuperior to any 
printed modem account whatever of the fame period now ex- 
tant. 

Having for the lafl four years, as fbme relief and amufement 
under a moft embarrafUng and difagreeable fituation, given up 
my time almofl entirely to refearches of this kind, under the 

favour 



INTRODUCTION. V 

favour and indulgence of the Governors, Truftces, and Officers 
of the Britifh Mufaeura ; without any immediate objeft at firft 
in view or inducement beyond information, and the pleafure of 
becoming better acquainted with the hiftory, the manners and 
habits of thofe early ages : I have been happy enough to make 
a large collediion of curious, inftrudive and entertaining ex- 
tracts from a great variety of manufcripts thefe principally un- 
der this and the four following reigns. 

There is fbmething indeed highly difcour^ing and irkfome 
in the firft outfet of an attempt of this kind. The ftrangc 
uncouth hand in which many of the ancient manufcripts are 
wrote, the precife fimilarity of fhape in which feveral letters 
of the alphabet are ftruck, the arbitrary fubftitution of a few 
letters with circumflexes and charaflers to fignify whole words, 
the parchment or paper changed, and the ink mouldered away 
and nearly eiFaced in many places with damp and age ; where 
often the reader has no other clue to guide him but the con- 
ftru<ftion and fenfe of the paflage, and where too much after 
all muft be left to ' conjecture rather than certainty : all thefe 
circumftances, with regard to many of them, make it com- 
paratively as difficult to become a perfe<9: mafter of the hand, 
as it would be to acquire a new language. . 

All 
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All thefe difcouraging checks, however, are fure to give 
way to a patient perfevering attention, and gradually diminiHi 
and difappear. You foon become matter of the idiom, if 
I may fo exprefs myfelf, as well of that particular hand-writ- 
ing, as of the writer's language and manner of expreffing his 
conceptions ; and the reader will equally in both refpeds find 
himfelf amply repaid for the difficulty and labour of the un- 
dertaking. 

For there is in my opinion in the compofitions of thofe early 
ages, as well Englilhas Norman French (in the latter of which 
language or in Latin records of almoft all the parliamentary and 
judicial proceedings and public adts are preferved and banded 
down to us;) a chafte, nervous fimplicity, and definite corred 
precifion that is ftrikingly pleafing and beautiful. 

In order liowever to tafte thefe beauties, the reader muft 
firft overcome that difguft which the contrafted nicety of mo- 
dem tafte and refinement in thefe particulars muft feel ; at fee- 
ing the "words charged with fuch a redundancy of letters in the 
fpelling, (the fame words not only fpelled differently in diffe- 
rent manufciipts but in the lame, and fometimes even two or 
three difierent ways even in the fame fentence ;) and the general 
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difregard and inattention to the minutize of grammatical con- 
ftrudtion and propriety, fo frequently obfervable in thefe manu- 
fcripts. All thefe eiFe<9:s of fuperfluity, redundance and in- 
accuracy however, are but -of trifling confequcnce and eafily 
accounted for. 

Before the invention of printing in every country, at leaft 
in the ruder ages of this and every other nation upon earth, 
what little learning there was in the world (I would be un- 
derftood to mean the world at large, diffufed among the people 
in general, out of the precincts of the academical, monaftic or 
other public feminaries of inftrudion and^ their immediate pu- 
pils) ; muft have been ered:ed and fubfifted upon a very fandy 
and precarious foundation. Books of every kind, and above 
all thofe treating of the elementary principles of grammar, were 
few in number and ftill more difficult of accefs. Even thefe few 
however, could not be multiplied from the corredt archetype 
of the author in any other way than by the laborious mercenary 
pen of the tranfcriber. The copyifts then, many of them 
poffibly, as many are ftill, mere copyifts rather than good 
grammarianis ; faft rather than correct writers ; and more intent 
on getting to the end of the page, T:han to give the diftind 
words and meaning of their author ; which naturally and eafily 
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accounts for the frequent inaccuracies we meet with in the text. 
So likewife, in regard to the mode of fpclling, as there was 
then no fixed rule and ftandard to be direAed by, and of which 
now, fince the invention of thew prefs, the public prints are 
eftabliflied as the only certain and fixed criterion ; the writers 
of thofe ages could not pofllbly have any other method of re- 
gulating their mode of fpelling any words, than either by the, 
ufage adopted in thofe writings they had accefs to, that is, by 
obferving how others wrote the words ; and which neceflarily 
would vary more or lefs in every new hand-writing they exa- 
mined : or elfe by the ear, that is, they modified the fpelling 
of the words as near as they could to common or to their own 
manner of pronouncing them ; which neceflarily muft and did 
equally vary too then as it does now; efpecially in perfbns 
of education and polite intercourfe or otherwife ; and in the local 
variation of provincial dialedls in the remote parts of the king- 
dom, in proportion to their diftance from the capitol, the feat 
of refinement and propriety of expreflion, and their vicinity 
to thofe parts of the kingdom ufing a different language. The 
writer perfeftly aware of this variation, and with a view 
to foften that famenefs of repetition rather difgufting to the 
,eye, they varied their manrier of fpelling the fame word fbme- 
'jtimes two or three times in the fame fentence ; not fi"om care- 
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leflbefs. or Ipattention, but in order to identify tl^e w^d itfelf, 
(if I may fo'exprefs myfelf,) and to. make then^elvc$ compre- 
hended and underftood by all their reader^ of ivhatever pro- 
vince, dialed, or mode of fpeHin^. 

And here our attention is axrefted, gratefully to acknow- 
ledge the great, advantage and benefit to mankind,, rcfiilting 
from the invention of the Art of Printing. Not only 
as it enables an author, at a fmall expence and labour, 
to multiply the copy of his work with a perfed accu^ 
racy and corre<9:nefs to any- extetit defired ; but that it ferves 
to afcertain and fix the orthography, and indeed the language 
itfeji ; each mutually aflifting in a gradual progreflion, and 
advancing each the other to a certain acme of perfedion ; be- 
yond which by an over-refineanent and falfe.afFedtation of 
tafte, and the innovating introdvjdipn of exotic terms, it will 
aft in an inverfe ratio ; and gradually fap, undermine and de- 
ftroy the purity, ftrength and energy of the language itfelf; 
as has been the cafe, although not from the prcfs indeed, buj: 
quite from different caufes with the Grecian ftates gradually, 
after the lofs of their fi-eedom and conqueft by the Rpipans^, 
and with the" Romans themfelves, in the lower ages of their 
empire. Thefe difficulties once overcome and difgufts recon- 
ciled, the reader will gradually feel and contract a favourable 

■ C ^ ' ' idck 



idea of and tafte for thefe ancient works of tbe pen. He 'will 
find that difdaining equally the adventitious aids of deception, 
fophiilry orhigh cdouring, they ipeak only the fimple language 
of truth, pure and chafte as the manners therafdves in thofe 
primaeval days of guilefefs integrity. He will there find the 
derivation of a great number of the Englifh words, and the 
genuine original fenfe in which they were firft ufed and 
adopted ; and in the Norman langifage the matrix of the mo- 
dern French, and how far it has gaihed or loft, by the gradual 
refinements and improvements of fubfequent ages, to the pre- 
lent time. The fame Too with regard to our own language^ 
and indeed with regard to our laws, cuftoms, habits and in- 
ftitutions of every kind whatever, civil, political, religious 
and domeftic. It i^ ftifely a moft pleafing, inftru^ve> 
ufeful and wile Ipeculation, to contemplate all thefe feverally 
in their ruder elements and beginnings ; and to trace them in 
their gradual progrefubn throujgh every intermediate ftage, to 
that precife point of civilizaticm, improvement, polilh and 
perfedion, which they have feverally now attained to, through 
the unremitting attention, providence, care and wifdom of 
the'firciceeding and prefent times. 

The Author, In the courfe of this inveftigatioh, foon bt- 
gafi to perceive with equal fiirprize, pleafure and gratification^ 

what 
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what an infinite trcafure of curious, interefting and vialuable 
h€tSy circumftances and anecdotes, a& well in public as private 
life> may be colleded from thefe ancient manufcripts, the 
faithful regifters of fad, policy, intercourfe and tenure in 
thofe diftant early ages, and how they mutually throw a light 
upon, explain, illuftrate and prove each oth^r. They are for 
the moft part official regifters of proceedings and records of 
parliament ; of the courts of juftice ; of the executive admi- 
niftratipn of government in the civil, military and naval de- 
partments j of the creation of honours ; of genealogic defcents, 
marriages, and fucceflions; of inquefts. taken upon oath of 
^fo/i obiUy de <etate. frohando'^ writs ad quod damnum^ fines, 
reliefs,, i3L0effinents of (ubfidies, cuftoms^ aids, &;c. and other 
collateral eflays, trails, annals, and anecdotes, 8cc. the pro> 
clti^ons of private individuak, illuftrative of thefe public 
documents, and fo far authentic and of authority too, as they 
do not impinge or contradict the firft, and tend only to il- 
luftrate and confirm then^. Struck forcibly with the id«a, 
what great and important advantages might be derived to tlie 
republic of literature, the advancement of hiftorical informa- 
tioii,,and in fhort to the general intcrefts of the public at 
large ; and of individuals . too ia particular very often, in 
tracing defcents, fucceffions and perfbnal rights ; . )f ai full, 
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comprehenflve, judicious feledion were made out of this un- 
conneded fcattered mafs of valuable matter ; concentrated and 
arranged regularly in feries, and reduced to a bird's eye prof- 
pcft, of any ch- indeed of iall of the eiarly periods of this mo- 
narchy, (fo ^r*as fuch are ftill to be found in prefervation) ; as 
a foundation and encouragement to fome great and fuperior 
genius prefcnt or future, in point of charader, abilities and 
impartiality competent and equal to the undertaking, to fome 
Clarendon, Hume or Robertfon ; to favour the world here- 
after with a more full, particular and complete hiftory of thofe 
early periods, than any perhaps we have at prcfent. Under 
the impreffion of thefe ideas, the Author was induced to ex- 
tend his refearches throughout every department of official 
document, wherever any material information might reafonably 
he looked for. He has endeavoured, however, imperfe<93y to 
arrange and conned them feverally into a condftent ftory ; 
and relying upon the candour of a generous public, ventures 
to oiler them the following fheets, as a faint fketch, however 
defective and imperfeift, of what may be done by abler haiids 
in this way, towards recovering every information derivable 
f^om t;hefe valuable remains of antiquity ; many of them al- 
.ready mouldering away with damp and age, and the writing 
feding (eniibly every day,^ and in fome parts difcharged and 
- illegible; 
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illegible; and forming thereby a fund of indifputably authentic 
communication, for the aflifbance of future hiftorians, and the 
ufe and entertainment of the public in general. 

For this purpofe I have feleded a fhort period of the Eng- 
Kfii hiftory, the events of the campaign of that wife, brave, 
glorious Prince King Edward the Third in France, in the 
20th and 21ft years of his^ reign, from July the 6th, 1345, 
to the taking of Calais in Septcynber 1 346 ; with the colla- 
teral events and occurrences here at home during the fame 
interval of eighteen months, A period fhort indeed, but 
confidered in all its circumftances perhaps the brighteft, the 
moft memorable, and die moft glorious sera (^ the Englifh 
hiftory recorded in our annals. When that great Prince, with 
an army not exceeding thirty thoufand brave Engliflimen, Welch 
and Iriih, without any foreign aid or afllftance, except a few 
Gafcon, Flemifh, and other Lords, with their companies, in 
the whole not exceeding a thoufand men in number ; made 
good his defcent on the coafts of Normandy, and traverfed 
from the Ifle of Conftance to Caen, and in his return from 
Caen to Calais, with an uninterrupted chain of vidories and 
fuccef&s ; ravaged and fubdued the Dutchies of Normandy, 
Britanny and Guienne ; obliged the Duke of Normandy, at 
. the head of an immcnfe army, to raife the fiege of d'Aguillon; 

forced 
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§oTced the paflagc of Blanch Tanque, and defeated at Crefly 
the colleded powtr of France and the auxiliary forces of fe- 
veral of the neighbouring princes in alliance, commanded by 
the king in peifon. His proceeding immediately after to lay 
fiege to Calais with the remainder of his Uttle army, protrad- 
ing the flege through the rigour of winter, and aiter eleven 
months continuance, and having a fecbnd time difcomfited this 
immenfe force commanded by the king of France in perfon 
coming to its relief, obliged them to retreat it infcda ; and 
by that means compelled the city to furrendcr at difcretion* 
To all this we have to add likewife the fignal vidory of the 
Engliih fcK'ces at home over the Scots at Durham, and the 
taking thdr king prifoner ; and lailly, the Engliih navy 
riding triumphant in the Channel, or lying at anchor upon the 
coafts of France during the whole time to attend the c^era^ 
tions of the army, going and returning loaded with prisoners 
and the fpoils of that unhappy defolated country, without 
check or controuL All thefe circumftanccs coUedivcly con- 
sidered form that glorious a^regate of military prowefs, at- 
ehievement and'iiiccefs, which perhaps never had its parallel 
in any age or country. It fully confirmed and dlablifhed the 
aboriginal claim of England to the dominion of the Britifh 
(eas ^ and laid the foundatioQ of that pre-eminence in martial 
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glory and the feats of war, which they have fo juftly earned 
and unifomily fupported in a thousand dangers in the field. 
And it v/Bs at this-crifis too, and under this and the following 
reigns, that the Lords and Commons exerted themfelves with 
a patriotic zeal, firmnefs and intrepidity, in endeavouring to 
guard and reftore their old conftitution, and to check the in- 
novy.ting ftridcs of arbitrary power, as well civil as hierarchical, 
by tlieir remonftrances and petitions fo frequently occurring in 
every parliament, againfl: the levying fubfidies, cufloms, and 
impofts by the king and the great Council, without the afient 
of the Commons in parliament ; againft the impofitions, ex- 
tortions and provifions of the Court of Rome ; againft the 
illegal jurifdidion, powers and fc^itences, in all matters det^- 
minable at common law o£ the High Ccuift&bles, Earl Mar- 
flials snd Admiralty Courts, the Cohftables of Dover Caftle^ 
&c. and other illegal modes irf" procefs on ex parte informatimy 
under writs of the Great or Privy Seal or writs of Chancery, 
without fummons, (pecific chiarge or citation lerved upwi the 
party, or liberty to defend himfelf in open court or confr<mt 
his accufers : and above all in obtaining a confirmation by 
llatute of that grand palladium of the liberty and fecurity. of 
the fubjed, that no perfon of the rank of nobility fhould be 
tried in charges of treafon ot felony, but if I may fo exprefs 
• myfclf. 
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myfelf, by a jury of their own body or their peers, and' every 
other perfon of whatever rank, condition or degree in the fame 
manner. I may add too the change introduced of the manner 
of holding the parliaments by the fevefal degrees and eftates 
fitting and holding their deliberations feverally in different 
houfes. Although I do not recoiled to have obferved any 
Speaker of the Commons regularly appointed and preftnted to 
the king for his approbation on the 2d day of the parliament, 
until the laft year of this reign, in 1 377, when Sir Thomas Hun- 
gerford was chofen, and is the fiift Speaker I believe mentioned 
as fuch in either of the Harl. Manufc. No. 14. or No. 21. 

All the above, with many other equally falutary and bene- 
ficial regulations, moved by petition of the Lords, Clergy and 
Commons, and many of them cnaded during this and the 
fubfequent parliaments, laid the foundation, and formed the 
outline of our moft excellent conilitution; gradually enlarged, 
improved aiid advanced, by the wifdom of fucceeding parlia- 
ments in the fiibfequent ages, to that degree of exalted per- 
fe<ftion in which it happily fubfifis at prefent. 

With regard to the general hiftory of this campaign I have 
not the vanity to fuppofe myfelf in any degree competent to 
offer any thing new, or worthy of the public attention upon 
a fubjed, which has been the laboured topic and favourite 
theme of fo many men of genius and writers of eminence in 
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hlftory, to do it fiill juftice, from that day to the prefent. Ifhall 
confine myfdf • merely to .the tafk of recovering and prefenting 
to the public eye a iair and impartial flatement of the relations 
and accounts of thefe great events, given then by the parties 
themfelves, who were eye-witnefles and adtors in. them> and 
by others living at or near the time. I (hall make the. 
groundwork of this account Thomas Aveibury's CoUe^ions 
de Vita et Geftis Regis Edwardi Tertii. Harl. Manufc. No. 
200, in the Britifh Mufaeum-; which, as far as I am to judge 
of them at prefent, appear to me. to- carry with them every 
mark and flgnature of authenticity, and of being really what 
they purport to be. They contain a (eries of c^ies of ori- 
ginal, authentic and mod valuable papers, little if at all as I 
imagine known to the public at -prefent for what they are ; 
namely, on^nsl letters- of King Edward the Third, the Popp 
Clement the. Sixthi Henry Plantagenet Earl of Derby after- 
W2Urds Earl and created Duke of Lancafter, Sir Thomas 
Da^eworth, Sir . Thomas Braddcfton, Richard Wenkle the 
king's confeflbr, and other accoimts to England by authority, 
with the accord of Normandy, &q. • giving in detail narrative 
of the diftind. parts of that -campaign and their fuccefTes there. 
With thefe I (hall interweave in their feveral places Froiflart*s 
account^ of thefe events from a very ancient if not .the very 
. - D ■ firft 
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firft edition, imprithl^ Paris pmrGmllaume Euftact lilraifi 
tt relieur juri de V univerfiti^ without (Hate; which, although' 
incorre^ in the printing Ifrom the redundancy of repetition 
in Tome p^rts, )^et appears to me to contain & great deal of 
matter not to be found in the fubiequent editions of that au- 
thor. Froiflart*s hiftory in my Opinion is Upon the whole in 
every reip^d, ibuch (uperior to any other account of the Writers 
of that age. And I choole it for this purpofe, as much more 
dilFufive and minUte ia the relation of particulars than Ave^ 
bury*s Colle^ohs ; with the addition of a great variety oi^ 
curious circumflances and fads, Ibme of them not even raen* 
tioned at all either there, or by any of our writers that I have 
yet met with j yet luch as 1 fliall prove to have unqueftion* 
libly occurred and haippeiie^. At the fame rime in Confirma- 
^on, iHuftratidn or proof of Avej(buiy*8 or Froiflart*s siccount, 
1 flikll as I proceed, fubjoin any additional collateral extraidfs 
or authorities from any other manulcripts, x^ords or cotem- 
jpdrary authors, that niay fcrve to throw any ^ditional Mght 
\cm the'partieulair part I am treating of. 

iBut before I proceed to gJve the jwarticulifs of this cam- 
paign, ijy way of intrbdudioh ahii with a viieW to facilitate a 
juft comprehenfion arid better uridefftariding'the hiftory m ge- 
neral of ihis and-^e following reigns ; I judge it will not lie 

deemed 



deemed an impertinent or impfop^ attention inmyielf, or^n^ic-. 
((sptable to my readers in ^eral ; if I premife fuch curToty ^d 
defultory remarks, ojbfervatipo^ a^d avthojrities, as may fervQ 
to iketch out a &int outline and imperfeA idea of the then 
ilate of this kingdom in the leading departments of ifis ei|a- 
bliihment and conftitution in thofe early a^, during the fom^- 
feenth century ; particularly of the n93ry> the armyt ^H^ t^- 
nures and fervices by whic^ lands were then held, the cret^- 
tions of honour, diilindionQf eflates-and d^ees^ its parHa^ 
^ents, laws and cuftom^ in general ; toother wi^ iuch other 
curious pircum|lgn^es, faifts or anecdotes, lyl^)^ of public 
or private life, as may in my judgment contribute to the left 
informed feeder's ipftru<ftioa of ent^tainment. And here I 
fhall be particularly attentive to premifp a condle feledion of 
fuch material particulfus^ anecdotes and circumftances, as I 
li^ve beoi ^ble to meet ^idi, relating to thofe Earls, Karons, 
||Li%]^ts jWjid Efquire^^ ivl^o difiin^iihed theijalHves in thif 
expedition, ^nd ijb^red th^ ^^ of ^^ field either in france, 
or indeed here ^t home : and** even ^her to-^ticip^ and 
fxmtin^e the remainder of th^ir ftory Hirqvi^ Wp : wh^ch I 
woi^d. wiHi ^ be conii^ercd fevecaHy as diftind unities in 
thenUelves, independent of 4;he general account. I am very 
fen^ble dbat thefe wiU; v^ into {{reat lengt^, perh^s n^or^ 
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than the account itfelf ; as I fhall make it a point to be as fuU 
and particular in this part of my work as may be, by infert-' 
ing every thing that may do honour to, and illuftrate the 
hiftory of thefe immortal heroes. Aiid I conceive this a more 
eligible method to take, than by inferting them in the narra-' 
tive by way of note, to be perpetually breaking in upon the 
thread of the flory ; and loading it with a voluminous mafs 
of heterogeneous matter. I fhall take care however not to 
infert any thing of this kind as fad, but upon authentic proof; 
nor to build conjedures upon them, without refling them on 
what appears to me at leafl, a probable foundation of proof 
likewife. 

I have farther to acquaint die reader that as this book will 
confifl principally of extrad and quotation from the old ma- 
nufcripts, I have indulged full liberty in giving them ad libi- 
tum, either in copy, verfion or abridgement, with a view to 
prune their excrefcences^ avoid tedious repetitions, and to 
give a more pleaiing variety to the page : endeavouring how- 
ever with all the care I could to' give, in the translated parts^ 
the clofe literal meaning; in the abridgements, the full 
purport ; and wherever the extrafts, either in the whole or in 
part, appear to me ftrikingly curious and important, either 
for die beauty of the compofition or language, difficult ex- 

preflk>n> 
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preflion, illuilratioti or proof of any \yeighty point or circum- 
dance ; there invariably I have confined myfdf to copy the 
rery words of the original nianufcript. Neither in a firft at- 
tempt of this kind, new and in an unbeaten path, have I pre- 
sumed but very fparingly to <^trude my own opinion or com- 
ments ; choofing rather to confine myfelf in general to a fair 
juft (latement merely, and referring it to the judgment of the 
reader to reafon, and make his own dedudions firoiii the au- 
thorities there adduced and recited. After all I am very fen- 
fible that there muft be in a firft attempt of this kind in ge- 
neral, and perhaps more particularly in the prefent, but too 
many inaccuracies, defeds, errors and imperfedions. All 
thefe the author fubmits to die candour of a generous public; 
Their dete£tic«i, if made with tonper and decency, will meet 
with every refpe^ul attention ; and the communication of 
any farther matter fupplemental to or illuftrative of any of the 
parts of this volume, every grateful acknowledgement from 
the author. He has only, to offer in his defence, that he has 
endeavoured :uniformly to adhere to that fingle wife prec&pt or 
advice to writers upon thefe kind of fubjeds ; Ne quid £al6i 
dicere audeat, ne quid veri non audeat; and to fubjoin in 
the wofds of Horace, 

Si quid noviiti redius iftis 

Candidus imperti, fi non his utere mecum* 

With 
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With regard to the execution of the prefs, the author ha& 
farther to apologize for thofe inaccuracies, defe^ of pundua* 
tipn, or inelegant difpofition or arrangement of the page, 
which he ftars may occur but too frequently in the following 
iheets. A mere novice in the method of either dire^Hng or 
correding the prer$ ; he hat only to plead, that he has not 
been wanting in £ncest iK^ih and endeavour to the beft of hi$ 
judgment, to leave as little occailon as might be-fc^ obje<93on« 
of this kind : and has fiibjoined a table of fuch errata as he 
has been fortuiiate enough to diicover, which the reader will 
be fo kind as to corred with hii pen, and fuch others as may 
have efcaped him. The truth is, if his fubfgrlption had met 
with that encour^ement, he was willing to flaitter himfelf it 
mi^t have done, all drcumfbaccs oonfidcred; the author had 
intended to have procured £bme learned aiUftance, to have re- 
▼iied and correded the work it&lf, and particularly the ortho* 
graphy,arraogementand difpofition of the p^^d theconed- 
ing the proofs from the prnfs. But the event unhappily di£ipr 
p<»nting every hope and poffibiiity of the kind, and not haviog 
been ^voured with friendty opinion, advice or affiftasce frcm 
«iiy4|uaFter whatever, the whole labourii^ oargf compikticNB, 
arrangement, difpofrtion, and the fuperintending > dbe p^i, 
has refted entirely upon his weak ^ulilaes* And it wai' not 

but 
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but widithe jgreateft diificulcy, and at great difadvantage, that 
he has been able at all to fiilfil his e&gagements with the pub* 
He ; and to aflfer this volume, iuch as it is, to their accept- 
toce. And thofe that kno^ beft the unfair, infldious, under^ 
hand artcficoB.&at liave been lakd^ the uncoi^EiinoB difiiculties 
aid difooungesients the author has had to ftna^^ mxk 
throughcMXt tveey ftage of this undertaking, wiH find peihaps 
jufter matter of furprize, thiit wkh all its iinperfedicms, its 
execution has been upon the wliole ib tolerable as it is, or in • 
deed that the mithor has been able to aocomplifk its publica^ 
don at all. 



As. a farther introdu&ion to the more immediate jtubje^l of 
this volume, I think it may prove no unacceptable entertain- 
ment to the reader, topremiie and colled in oac point of view 
(oiDt of the leading authorities defcriptive of the ftate of the 
Britifh navy, from the earliefl times to the beginning of idn^ 
Edward the Third's reign. Thefe I have eztraded, and fhali 
merely recite in their order, without prefac&or.comment^ from 
a manuicript Trad in the Harkian Colledion, No. 6274^ 
entitled, the Sovereignty of the Seas, 6cc» of England, proved 

by 
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by record, hiftory, and the municipal laws of the kingdom, 
&c. by Sir John Burrough, Knight, Keeper of the Records 
in the Tower of London, &c. Tempore Regis Caroli. In 
which he appears to me clearly to make out and prove, that 
the Britifh claini to the dominion of the fea (I would be un- 
4erftood however to mean only here of thofe leas furroun^ng 
the iiland of Great Britain) is by no means a chimerical preten- 
iion; but if I may be allowed the expreillon, an aborigina] right, 
by prefcription and pre-occupancy, refulting from their infiilar 
Situation and infinite variety and abundance of commodious 
ports and havens ; bravely, acquired, held and pofl^fled with* 
out a rival, or any material interruption, during the Aicceflion 
of ages, from the firft introdudion and ufe of (hipping, down 
to the prefent times. 

He begjbs with Julius Cx&r*s account of the marine of the 
Ancient Britons, at the time of his defcent upon this ifland, 
dating that when Julius Cxfai firil undertook the invafion of 
this our ifle of Britain, he found the neighbouring nation of thq 
Gauls in a manner altogether ignorant of this ifland itfelf ; the 
condition of the inhabitants, their towns, havens and ap* 
proaches. 

" Quae omnia fere Gallis erant incognita, neque etiam te- 
^* mere prater mercatores illo adit quifquam,' neque eis ipfit 

^* prsetcr 
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** prffiter oram maritimam, atque eas regiones quae funt contra 
** Galliam, notum eft." See the words of Cafar's Comment, 
de Bell. Gallico, lib. 4, whereby it appeareth that the Britons 
kept off all ftrangers except merchants from approaching their 
confines; and that thofe merchants in their accefs were rc- 
ftrained to the fliore only that lay oppofite to the Gauls, with- 
out being luffcred to make further dilcoveiry of the more re- 
mote coafts. Infomuch that Cxfar upon diligent examination 
of the fame merchants, (ibidem fays) ** neque quanta effet in- 
** fulae magnitudo, neque quae et quantae nationes incolerent, 
** neque quem ufum belli haberent, aut quibus inftitutis ute- 
rentur ; neque qui eflent ad majorum navium multitudinem 
idonei portus rcperiri poterat." Which reftraint of ftrangers 
they could not otherwife make good, but by the goodnefs and 
greatnefs of the ftiipping ; for though Casfar fays in lib. dc 
Bello Civili imo. " carinae ac ftaminaex levi materia fiebant, 
reliquum corpus navium viminibus contextum, coriis tegc- 
batur." Yet in another part (de Bello Gallico, lib. 3>) he 
(ayth, ** Ipforum naves ad hunc modum fadtae armataeque, 
** erant carinse aliquanto planiores quam noflrarum navium, 
'* quo facilius vada ac deceftum asftus excipere poflent. Prorae 
*^ admodum ered:ae, atque item puppes ad magnitudinem flue- 
^^ tuum tempeftatumque accommodatae ; naves totae fadae ex 

** robore, &c/' and again, 

E ^^ Neque 
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Neqne emm his noftrae roftro nocere poterant, tanta 
eiat finnitudo; neque propter altitudinem facile tehim adi- 
*^ gpbatBf, et eadem de caula minus incommode TcopuHs con- 
*' tinebatur ; accidebat ut cum faevire ventus caepiflet^ et ie 
'< vento dediflent, et tempeftatem ferent facilius, et in vadis 
*' coofiflerent tutius, et ab aeftu derelidae, nihil ^a et cautes 
'* timerent:" and prefently after, '* circiter ducentum viginti 
naves eorum paratiifimaB, atque omni genere armorum orna^ 
ti£imas et portu profe^he noftris adverfae conftitenint ; ne-> 
« que iads Bruto qui daffi prseerat ; neque tribunis militum 
<* centurionibufque, quibus finguls naves eiant attribute, 
** conftabat; quid agerent, aut quam rationem pugnae in- 
** £Aeient. Roftro enim noceri non pofle cognovemut, tur- 
** nbus autem excitads, tamen has altitudo puppiimi ex bar- 
** baris navibus (uperabat, ut neque ex inferior! loco, fatig 
«( conunode tela adigi poflent, et mifla a Gallis gravius acd- 
•< derent*^ 

And again in L. de Bello Gallico, 4. 
*< Quod omnibus fere Gallids Bellis, hoftibus noftris inde 
*V fubminiftrata auxilia, intelligebat»** 



*c 



He next ftates, that Edgar king of England, during his 
reign,«which commenced, A. D. 956,. formed a fleet of 4000 
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fliips, .in four divifions of looo each, with which every year 
after Eafter, he circuited the ifland, fcouring the Teas of all 
foreign fhips. And that king Edgar, in the charter of the 
foundation of the cathedral church of Worcefter, ftyleth him- 
^If as follows : 

*< Altitohantis Dei laigiflua Clementia qui eflRexRegum." 

Edganis Anglorum Bafileus, omniumque regum, infula- 

mm, oceaniqtie Britanniam circumjacentis, cunAarumque 

nationum quae infra earn includuntur, Imperator et Dominus, 

That king Ethelred, circiter anno 978, caufed every 300 
hides of land to fiimifh a (hip, which aflembling at Sandwych, 
formed the greateil navy that ever this kingdom fet forth to 
fea. And that Canute -ailerted the Englifli fovereignty of the 
{eas when fitting down upon a chair, which he had ordered 
to be placed within the fea, he vauntingly cried out^ Tu 
mare meae ditionis es, et terra in qua fedeo mea eft. 

He farther ftates, that in 1 299, being the' 28th year of king 
Edward the Firft's reign, the king of France by his admiral 
Reymer Grimbald firft difputedand challenged the fovereignty 
of the feas with the Englifh. When the two kings fubmitted 
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their feveral pretenfions to the award of certain procurators, 
as the record nameth them, for the maritime coaft of the great- 
eft part of the Chriftian world ; Genoua, Spain, Germany, 
Holland, Zealand, Friezland, Denmark and Norway : who 
made this remarkable acknowledgement and declaration fol- 
lowing in the old French of that time imder the following 
Latin title. 

De ftipcrioritatc maris Angli«, . et jure officii admirallatus 
Angliae. 

A vous feigneurs auditours, depntez par les rois d*Engle- 
terre et de France, pur redreiler les dommages faitz as gents 
dc lour royalmes, et des autres terres fubgitz a lour feigneuries 
par mier et par terre, en temps de pees et de trewes j monftrent 
les procurours dez prelatz et nobles et dez admiral de la mier 
d'Engleterre et des communaltees des cites et des villes et des 
merchants, mariners, mefTagiers et pelerings ; et de toutz au- 
tres terres fiibgites a la feigneurie du dit roi d'Engleterre et 
daillours^ iicome de la marine deGenue, Cataloigne, Efpaine, 
Almaigne, Hoyland, Seland, Triez, Dennemarch, et Nor- 
waye j et des pluficurs autres lieux del empire. Que come 
les rois d'Engleterre par raifbn du dit roiaulme en temps dont 
ny ad memoire du contraire, euflent efte en paiffible pofTeffion 
de' la foveraine feigneurie de la mier d'Engleterre et deifies 

efteantz 
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cfteantz-eii ycelle; per ordinance et eftabliffment dcs lois, 
eftatutz et defenfes des armes, et des vaifleaulx, aultrement 
garniez que vaifleaulx de merchandife ; et de feurte prendre et 
fauve garde en toutz cas que mefl:ier ferra, et per ordinance 
entre toute maniere des gentz taunt de aultre feigneurie come 
de leur propre ; ct de toutes aultres faits neceflairs a la garde 
des pees, droiture et cquite par illceques paflantz, et par fo- 
verdne garde et toute maniere de conizance de juftice haute 
et bafle, fur les ditz lois, cftatutz, ordinances et defences ; 
et par toutz autres faitz queux a la government de fouveraignc 
feigneurie appertenir purront, en lieux avantdiz : et A. de B. 
admiral de la dite mier deputez de le roy d'Engleterre et toutz 
les autres admiralls par mefmes celuy roy d'Engleterre et fes 
anceftres jadis roy d'Engleterre avoient efte en paifible poflef- 
fion de la I dite foyerein garde ove la conifance et juftice et 
tous les autres appertenants avantditz ; forfpris en cas d]appell 
et querele faits de eux a lour fbuverains rois d'Engleterre, de- 
faulte de droit ou de malvays de juggement, et efpecialement 
par empechement mettre, et juftice faire, feurte prendre de la 
pees de toute manier des gentz uiant d'armes en la dites miers, 
ou menantz nefs aultrement appareillez ou garniez que apper- 
tient au nefs merchantz, ed en toute aultre point du queux 
ome poet avoir refbnable caule de fufpedion vers eux de robe- 

rie 
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rie ou dez aultres mes faits. £t come les meiftres des nefs du 
dit royaulme d*£ngleterre, en abfence dez dits admiralls, eufTent 
efte en paiflible pofTefilon de conuftre et ju^er de toutz faitz 

• • • 

en la dite mier, contre tote manere des gentz, felon les leies, 
eftatutz, et defenfes, firanchifes et coftumes ; et come en le 
primer article d*alliance nadgairs &itz entre les ditz rois, en 
les traitez fur la darrain pees de Paris, fbient comprifes les pa- 
Tolles que fenfuient, en un cedule annex a ycefte. ^< Pri- 
^< merement il eft traite et accorde entre nous et les mena^ers 
<< et procurours defluditz, en nom dez ditz rois que yceux 
** rois ferront Tim et Tautre defore, bons, vends et loiaulx 
« amys, et aydantz contre tout homme, iauve Teglife de 
*< Rome^ en tiel manere que fi aufcun ou plufburs quiconques 
** ils fuflent, voloyent depmticery (definheriter) empecher, 
*^ ou troubler les dits rois, es fianchifesj es libertes, es privi« 
^* leges, es droits, es droitures, ou es coftumes de eux, et de 
^* leur roya\ilmes ; que ils ferront bons et loiaulx amys, et 
'< aydaimtz contre tout homme qui puifte vivre et morir ; a 
^* defendre^ garder, et maintenir les fi-anchifes, les libertes, 
les privileges, les droits, droitures, et les coftumes deftur- 
dites. Excepte le dit roi d'Engleterre, Mounfleur JohanDuc 
de Breban, en Brabant, et ces heirs deicenduz de luy et de 
<* la fille le roy d'Engleterre ; et excepte pur le dit noftre 
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* leigneur le roy dc France excellent Prince, Monfieut Au- 
" bert roy d* Alemaigne, et fes heires roys d*Alemaigne, et 
** Mounfieur Johan Counte de Hanon en Hanan, et que Tun 
" ne ferra en confeil, ou en ayde, ou Tautre pas de vie, 
** membre, eftat, ne honour temporel.'* 

Monfieur Reymer Grimbauld maitre de la navie du dit roi 
de France, qui k dit eftre admirall de la dit mier deputez par 
^n feigneur avantdit, pur fa guerre contre les Flemings apres 
la dite alliance faite et afllcure, et contre la fourme et la force 
de mefine alliapce et Tintention de eux qui la firent Toffice 
del admiralte en la dit mier d'Engleterre; per commifH- 
on du dit roy de France, torcieufement empris et ufe 
im an et plus, en pemant les gentz et merchantz du 
royaulme d'Engleterre, et d'aillours par la dite mier paiTauntz, 
avefque lour biens : et les gens ainfi prifes, livera a la prifon 
de fon dit fe^eur le roy de Fraunce ; et lour biens et mer- 
chandifes, a les refceivours par mefmes celuy roy de Fraunce 
a ceo deputez, en ks portes de (on dit royaulme, come a luy 
fbriaitz et acquis : fift amener par fon juggement et agard et 
la prife et detinue de dits gents oue lour dits biens et mer> 
chandifes, et fon dit juggement et agard fur la iorfaiture de 
eux } et acquift une j\iitifie devant vous feigneurs auditours en 
elcriptz panny Tau^orite de k dite commifHon fur Tadmiralite 

avant 
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avant ditc par luy ainfi ufurpc, et parmy" une defenfe com- 
munement faite par le roy d'Engleterrc parmy fon poer felon 
la forme de la tiers article de Talliance avantdite ; que contient 
les paroUes defliis efcripts, en requerant j que de ceo il en 
fuiiTe quitte et abfolve en graunt dam^e et prejudice du dit 
roy d*£ngleterre, et des prelatz et nobles et aultrez defius 
nomez. Pourquoi les ditz procurours, en les noms defTufditz 
feigneurs auditours avantditz, prient que deliverance deue et 
haflive de ditz gents, ovefque les biens et merchandifes ainfi 
prifes et detenues, faites eftre ^te al admiral du dit roy d'En- 
gleterre, a qui la conifance de ceo appertient de droit, come 
iicome defliis eft dit : ainfi que il ^unz deftourbance de vous 
et d'aultres puifle de ceo coniftre et faire ceo que appertient a 
fon office avantdit, et que le dit Monfleur R^mer foit con- 
dampne et diftreynt a faire deue fatisfadion a tous les dites 
damages, fi avaxmt come il purra fuffire ;. et en (a defaute, 
fon dit feigneur le roy de Fraunce, par qui il eftoit depute al 
dit office, et que apres deue iatisfa<^ion faite as ditz damages,, 
le dit Monfieur Riymer foit fi deuement puniz, pour le ble- 
mifement de la dite alliance, que la puniffion de luy foit as 
aultres example pour tcms avenir. Anno 26. Ed. i. 1299. 
Jlarl. Manufc. 6274. Art. 13. 

I 
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INTRODUCTION. XXXiif 

Tempore Ed. 2di. Articuli fuper quibus jufticiarii Do- 
mini noftri regis funt confulendi. 

Item, ad finem quod refumatur, et continuetur, ad fubdi- 
torum profecutionem forma procedendi quondam ordinata et 
inchoata per avum domini noftri regis et ejus confilium, ad re- 
tinendum et confervandum antiquam fuperioritatem maris 
Angliae, et ejus officii admirallatus in eodcm, quoad corrigen- 
dum, interpretandum, declarandum, et confervandum pacem 
et juftitiam inter omnes gentes, nationis cujufcunque, per 
mare Angliae tranleuntes ; et ad cognofcendum fuper omnibus 
in contrarium attemptatis in eodem, et ad puniendum delin^ 
quentes, et dampna pafUs fatisfaciendum. Quae quidem leges 
et ftatuta per dominum Ricardum, quondam regem Anglias, 
in reditu fuo a terra fandhi correfta fuerunt, interpretata, de- 
clarata et in infula de Oleron publicata et nominata in Gallica 
lingua. La ley Olyroun. 



Pat. 14. Ed. 2. prs. 2. m. 20. dorf. 

Memorandum quod cum fuper damhis hominibus de regni 
Angliae, per homines de poteftate comitis Flandriae ; et Flan- 
drenfibus per homines de regno praedidlo, a tempore quo 
diiStus nofter rex regni fui gubernacula fufcepit, hinc inde al- 

F latis 
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latis, amicabiliter reformandis; inter confUium dM domini 
regis et nuncios di£li comitis in Angliam ex caufa prtedida 
pluries miflis plures tradatus liabiti fuiflent; qui propter ali- 
qua impedimenta quze intervenerunt, effedum optatum non 
fortiebantur. Tandem in parlemento didi domini noftri regis 
in odavis Sandti Michaelis, anno regni fiii 14, apud Weil, 
convocato, quidam nuncii didi comitis venerunt ad tra<^an- 
dum fuper damuis praedidis, in forma praedit^a reformandis. 
£t cum di<%i nuncii ad tradandum de novo fuper hujufmodi 
dampnis per didum noftrum reg«n admifli fuiflent ; ipfi nun- 
cii prout alii nuncii prxfati comitis in tradatibus fupradi<5tis, 
inter csetera quae requirebant, ut didus dominus rex ad fcdam 
fiiam de poteftate iiia regia inquiri, et juilitiam (fieri) faceret, 
de quadam deprsdatione quibufdam hominibus de Flandria 
nuper de vinis et aliis diverfis mercimoniis fuis, fupra mar« 
Anglicanum verfus partes de Cranden, infra poteflatem didi 
domini noflri regis, per homines de regno Angliae, ut dicebant 
fada; aflerentes quod vina et mercimonia praedida, eifdem 
Flandrenfibus depraedata, adduda fuerunt infra regnum et po- 
teflatem didi domini regis ; et quod ad ipfum regem pertinuit 
fie facere, pro eo quod ipfe efl dominus didi maris, et de- 
praedatio praedida fada fuit fupra didum mare, infra potefla- 
tem fuam. Tandem in eodem parliamento habito fuper prae- 

mifHs 
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miilis cum pralatis, comitibus, baronibus, et aliis proceribus 
di<5ti regni ibidem exiftentibus tra6atu diligenti, de confilio 
eonindem concordatum fuit per didum dominum regem, 
quod pro bono pacis inter fubditos terrarum Angliae et Flan- 
driae confulendo, didus dominus rex ex poteftate fua regia, 
ilia vice de bonis fupra fupradidum mare Anglicanum, verfus 
didhim locum de Cranden depraedatis, et infra didum regnum 
addudis, in locis ubi malefadores cum bonis fie depraedatis ad 
didam terram Anglije devenerant, per jufticiarios fuos inquiri, 
et eandem depraedationem audiri faciat et tcrminari : et quod 
domini navium, quae didae depraedationi interfuerunt, et alii 
qui depraedatores illos, cum bonis fie depraedatis in toto vel 
in parte fcienter receptarunt, inde onerentur, et puniantur, 
ficut participes depraedationis fiipradidse. Harl. ManuTc 
No, 6274. 

I (ball clofe this feledion of curious matter with inf^i^ig 
oi^c document more, which, if nqt equally authenticated with 
many of the others, is at lead to the full as curious in its matter 
and import. I mean only that Sir John Burroughs does not 
cite the roll and membrane where this ordinance of the fecond 
year of king John's reign, A. D. 1 200, may be found, but 
only gives this marginal note, " inter leges marinas manu- 

F 2 fcriptas 
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" fcriptas penes dominum Henricum Martin judicem admira- 
^* litatis fedione finali." It is entitled 

Ordinance made by king John at Haftings, anno ♦ * of 
his reign. 

Item, ordonne eftoit a Haftings, pur ki et coftume, en 
temps du roy John, I'an 2de de fon rcgnc, per advys de fes 
feigneuries temporelles, que fi Lieutenant en afcun voyagp 
ordonne par common confeil da royaulme, encountroit fur la 
mer, afcuns nefs ou vefleaux chargecs ou voydes, que ne voul- 
cnt avaller et abaffer leur trefs au commandcment du lieutenant 
du roy; ou de I'admiral du roy, ou fon lieutenant; mais 
combatent encontre cieulx de la flotte : que fi ils puent cftre 
pris, que ils foient reputez come enemy s, et leur nefs veflaulx 
et biens pris et forfaits come bicns de encmys ; tout foit que 
les maiftres ou pofleflburs d*icelles, bouldroient venir apres, 
et alleguer meifines les nefs, vefTaux et biens, eftre Herts des 
amys notre feigneur ; et que le mayne eftant en ycelles, foientt 
chaftiez par imprifonment de lour corps, pour lour rcbeUette,. 
par difcretion. Harl. Manufc. No.. 6274. 
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GENERAL STATE 

O F T HE 

NAVY OF ENGLAND 

DURING THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY; 

And more particularly of the Naval Armament colleded hj 
King Edward the Third, in the nineteenth year of his rei^, 
1345, for his expedition againft Noiinandy and France : 
and firft of the appointment and fuccefHon of the Lord Ad- 
miralsofEi^lani 



X HE navy of England was, as far as I have been able to afcer- 
tain at prefent, from the 48th year of King Henry the third, 
1263, under the immediate command, diredion and Aiperinten- 
dance of a lingle officer of high eminence and diftindion, under 
the title of Admiral of England ; and of his Lieutenant appointed 
■by the king 5 until the eighth year of king Edward the Second 

B 1314. 
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1 3 14* I^ ^is year occurs tlie firft inilance I have yet met 
with of this appointment having been veiled jointly in two 
officers of eminence, with a divided jurifdidion, equal powers 
and independent of each other ; under the titles of Admiral 
of the North of England, (that is, including all the coaft 
and ports from the mouth pf the Thames to Scotland^) 
and fecondly, the Admiral of the Weft, including the 
Ciiique-pons, (thefe however more iirfmediately uAder the 
jurifdidion of the Lord Warden and Conftable of Dover Caftle,) 
and all the other ports of the fouthem and weftern coafts of 
England, ahd the Prittci]f>aJit^ of Wales. This joint appoint- 
ment to this high office cbnatiued, with the few ihteiT«ptions 
hereafter fpecified, throughout this and the focceeding reigns, 
until the eighth year of Henry 4th. 1406, from which ^me I 
find no admirals appointed diflin<£Hy, either to the northern 
or weftern jurifdiftion of the admiralty. 

The interruptions I nientioned of this mode of appointing 
admirals bf the north and fouth afe thefe : 

ift. Anno 1^. :Edw. 2d. 13^0, the office of admiral of 
^nglafid was vefted foldy in "William Leyburn, for what con- 
tinuance of ^time r'cahnot alcertain. 

2dly, Anno 38. E. 3d. 1364. July 7, "Ralph Spigumell 
TCnt. was appointed admiral as well of the north as of the weft j 

and 
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and anno 43. E. 3d. Nicholas Tamwortb, Knt. was a,ppoint- 
ed admiral of t^ie north, and 8i^ John NeviU of the weft ; whe- 
ther there was any internie^iate .either fole or jpint appointment 
does not appear from either of the manufcripts I quote from ; 
probably not, as they both purport to giye a regular continued 
faies of the appointments to this office, as will appear here- 
after, when I come to ni^ke xmt the r^ular lift in feries. If 
there was not, the afprefaid R^ph Spigurnell continued admi- 
ral of the northern and weftern parts of England for five years. 

3dly, Anno 10. Richard 2d. 1386. Richgrd Fitzahm, jun. 
Earl of Arundel and Svirrey, was conftituted admiral of Eng- 
land, December 10, and continued fo to May 20, anno 12. 
Rich. 2d.: when John de Beaumont, Baron of Folkinghani, was 
appointed admiral of the north, and John Holland^ Earl of 
Huntindon, on the 13th of May the iame year, appointed 
admiral of the weft. 

4thly, Anno 12. Rich. 2d. John de Rupibus, Knt. was 
conftituted admiral of England May 31, for one year only ; 
John de Beaumont, Baron de Folkingham, being appointed 
admiral of the north on the 2 2d of June, anno 13. Rich. 2d. 
and John Holland, Earl of Huntindon, admiral of the weft, 
■on the fame day. 

B 2 5thly, 
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5thly, Anno 15. Rich. 2d. 1391. Edward, Earl of Rut- 
land", &c. eldeft fon of Edward of Langley Duke of York 
and Earl of Cambridge, afterwards Duke df Albemarle; was 
conftituted admiral as well of the north as of the weftem 
coafls, Nov. 29, and continued fb unto May 9, anno 21. R. 2d. 

6thly, Anno 21. R. 2d. 1397. John Beaufort Marquis of 
Dorfet and Earl of Somerfet, was conftituted admiral verfus 
partes tarn boreales quem occidentales Anglise, on the 9th of 
May, and continued in the fame office until the i6th day of 
January, anno 22. R. 2. 

ythly, Anno 22. Ri. 2di 1398. Jan. 16. Thomas Percy Earl 
of Worcefter was conftituted admirallus north and fouth An- 
gliae etamotus fuit ab officio illo 20. Aprilis anno 2. H. 4ti. in 
which year Richard Grey, Lord of Codnor, was 20 April 
conftituted admiral of the north, and continued fo to Nov. 5, 
anno 5. H. 4th. and Thomas Remton, Knt. admiral of the 
weft on the fame day. 

8thly, Anno 6. Hen. 4th. 1404 Thomas of Lancafter filius 
regis, was conftituted admiral of England the 20th of Feb. 
and ccMitinued to the 28th day of April in the following year ; 
and anno 7. H. 4. 1405, Nicolas Blackburn was conftituted 
admiral of the north, and Richard Cliderfon admiral of the 
weft, both on the 28th of April, and fo continued until the 

23d 
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23d of December in the following year 1406 ; and thefe two 
are the laft I find upon record appointed to the diflin6): jurif- 
didion of either the northern or the wcftern diftri<^ of the 
admiralty. 

From the appointment of John Beaufort, Earl of Somerfet, 
dated December 23, anno 8. of Hen. 4th. 1406, the high office 
of admiral of England was uniformly heldfole, and vefted (except 
in one fingle variation, or perhaps a fecond, which (hall be 
noted in their places,) in one fingle perfen, generally under the. 
title of admiral of England, Ireland and Aquitain ; and (b 
continued until the appointment of Charles Howard, Knight 
of the Garter, Baron of Effingham, dated the 8th day of 
July, anno 27th of Queen Elizabeth 1585^ 

In proof and illuftration of the premifes I proceed to arrange 
and ftate a regular feries of all the federal appointments to this 
high offioewhichlhave hitherto been ableto.meet with upon rc:- 
cord under either mode of adminiftration, joint or fole, from the 
48th year of Hairy 3dc 1 263,, to the date laft ment;ioned. 1585, 
including a periodof 320 years. Thefe appointments I have 
extraded fi:om the Cottonian Manufcripts, Vefpafian, c. 14.. 
fol. I . and 2.. Fauftina, e. ix. and the three firftleaves of Otho, 
E. ix. blending the three together, and noting the addition or 
variations, of eaich lefpedively as.I proceed ;^ and at the fame. 

time 



( 6 ) 

time adding ocfcafionally any intercfting extradls from other 
MSS. illtiftrative of fuch of the parties only as will not come 
in to be mentioned with more "propriety, when I come to treat 
hereafter of the military department, and of the army in ge- 
neral. And here let me firft premife once for all a fingle ob- 
fervation, and in which I am confident, upon an attentive pe- 
rufal and examination of the enfuing lift and the following 
flieets, the reader will concur with me in the fame opinion : 

It is this, that, during the 14th century, and I believe I 
might fefely add, during nrarly the whole of the period above- 
mentioned ; it does not appear to have been confidered as 
aneceflary qualificatipn to this high appointment, or even to 
the appointment of any of the fuperior officers of the navy, 
above the Mafters and the Quarter-Mafters of the refpedive 
fhips; that the Lord Admiral of England, or his Lieutenant; 
the Admirals of the north and fouth, or their Lieutenants ; or 
even the Captains and Efquires of the feveral fhips refpedively; 
that they fhould have been regularly trained up and educated 
in the fea fervice by previoufly having ferved the regular gra- 
dation of the fubordinate appointments in the navy ; (as it is 
now very wifely fixed to be of abfolute indifpenfible neceffity 
to fuch feveral promotions and appointments :) but rather 
Knights or Efquires of tried bravery, experienced conduct, 

and 
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and well-approved renown in aims indifferently, in either the 
fea or knd ftrvice ; many of the latter perhaps called to the 
command of fliips, if hot fleets ; without ever haying ferved 
at all at fea before. All Knights, Efquires, and foldiers, 
when ferving on fliipboard, ftill retaining always the ianje efta- 
blifhment and pay, difl:in<% and different from the Mkftersand 
Mariners, as the Landmen; and havinglittle or no concern with 
the working the way, or management of die fhip. At leafl, I 
am inclined to conjefture fo from the following lift of ap> 
pointments to the office of admirals of England, where the 
reader will find a great number of moft refjpeftable names, 
whom he will fee at the firft glance, could not have been bred 
up, trained, and regularly accuftomed to the fea fervice, pre- 
vioufly to their reipedive appointments ; and a great number 
and variety of circumilances and fa<^ adduced in the enfuing 
pages, to confirm and ftrengthen him in the fame opinion. 

Since the arrangement of the following lifb I have been 
lucky enough to recover an admiral of England of an earlier 
date, and take the liberty of inferting him in his place, with- 
out farther apology or alteration. 

1.. Anno 15. H. 3d. 1231. Petrus de Rival Capitanius Pic- 
taviae, habet ad totam vitam fuam cuftodiam omnium portuum 
et totius marinae Anglise, cum omnibus libertatibus et liberis 
confuetudinibus ad praedidorum portuum et marinas cufto- 
diam 
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diam pertinentibus, excepto portu deDovre qui eft in cuftodia 
Huberti de Burgo per .cartam regis datam per manum regis 
apud Nortwiche, die Junii viceilimo odavo, Harl. MSS. 6194. 
p. 71. 

Of this Peter de Rival I know no more at prefent except 
that in the month following he was appointed Treafurer of 
England and Chamberlain of the Exchequer at Woodftock^ 
July 26, anno 15. H. 3. 1231, as appears in the fame page 
of the manufcript laft referred to; and the only trace of the 
name I find in that or the following reigns are in the fifteenth 
part of the efcheats of king Henry the Third. MabilleRyvallheld 
the manors of Stokewelland Pe)!iUt, in Somerfetfhire. Claudius, 
c. 10. p. 19. 

2. Anno 48. Hen. 3d. 1263. Thomas de Moleton was con- 
ftituted Admiral of England the 3d day of Jvme, cujus litterae 
patentes hae fuerunt. 

Omnibus baronibus et ballivisquinqueportuum, et omnibus •[• 
in partibus maritiniis, falutem. 



« « « «« 



' f It is much to be lamented that the tops of the leaves of this curious and va- 
luable^SS. as well as of feveral others of the Cottonian colle<ftion, have been 
deftroyed by the fire, and fome parts torn, perifhed and illegible in other MSS. In 
this and all other fimilar cafes hereafter, the reader will obferve that this mark • 
denotes that the fyllable, line, or fcntence are periflied or abfolutely illegible $ and 
where I think myfelf warranted to fupply upon conjef^ure any hiatus ofa fyllable, 

word, line, or paragraph, I Ihall fubjoin thefe dotted marks ( ) to fuch parts 

fo fupplied as above. 

Sciatis 
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Sciatis quod aiHgnavimiis diledtum et fidelem noflram Tho- 
mam de Moleton capitaneum et cuftodem maris et partium 
maritimarum, etad naves noftras vino, vidu, ***♦ et aliis ne- 
ceflariis muniendas, contra hoftilem adventum alienigenorum 
in regnum noftrum prout magis viderit expcdire : et vobis man- 
damus quod eidem Thomae tanquam capitaneo et cuftodi, in- 
tendentes fitis et auxiliantes. 

Tefte rege apud cantuariam tertio die Junii, anno regni fui 
48. Otho, E. 9. 

I am ftrongly inclined to believe that the above-named 
Sir Thomas Moleton pofleffed in right of his wife (or if he 
is the fecond of the name mentioned in the pedigree in 
right of his mother) Amabilla, vrith her fifter and co-heir Alicia, 
daughters of Richard de*** (the fumame not mentioned) third fori 
and heir of Amabilla, the youngeft of the children, and furviving 
heir of William, fon of Doncan Baron de Cockermouth, and 
of Alicia Domina de Skipton in comitatu Ebor, his wife, tem- 
pore H. 2. For in an ancient but imperfeft pedigree in Harl. MSS. 
294. p. 18. I find that William, fon of Doncan Baron of 
Cockermouth and Alice, his wife, Domina de Skipton, left 
one fon, William, who died without iffue, and three daughters; 
t]!aeciliaand Alitia,*wHo both died without iffiie, and Amabilla, 
who married and had iffue, William and Reginald, who died 

C without 
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;nini Gulielmi de Lebome Admiralli maris didi Regis fiiit 
ordinatum in perpetuum, 6cc. Otho, £. ix. 

This William Leybom married Alice, fole daughter and heir 
of Robert Toney, Knt. Baron Toney, inwhofe right, anno 3. 
Ed. 2d. he held the manor of Walthamftow in Eflex, as of 
the Barony of Toney, vide Efch. Harl. MSS. 640. p. 20. He 
left Thomas de Leybom, his fon and heir, who died anno 35, 
E, ift, and efcheated for pofTefiions in Kent, Eflex, &c, leav- 
ing one fole daughter and heir, Juliana de Leyborn, Vide 
Harl. MSS. 294. p. 52. 

; The which Juliana de Leyborn died within a few years af^ 
ter, either unmarried or at leaft without iflue. For it appears 
that the aforefaid Alice de Toney, wife of William de Ley- 
bom, and mother of the afore-mentioned Juliana de Leyborn, 
married afterwards Guy Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, by 
whom ihe had Thomas Beachamp, Earl of Warwick ; and in 
which houfe, in her right, the manor of Walthamftow in 
Eflex, and the other poflieflions of the barony of Toney veft- 
ed, as appears frcan the following extradl from an efcheat, 
anno 9. Edw. 2d. an. Diii. 13 16. Guy Beauchamp, Earl of 
Warwicky held the manor of Walthamftow in Efl'ex of the 
inheritance of Alice,, his late wife, per legem Angliae, of the 
king, as of the Barony of Toney, and that Thwnas Beauchamp 

is his fon and heir. Vide Harl. MSS. 640. p. 23. 

4. Ad- 
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4. Admiral of the weft, anno 34. E. i. 1306. Gemafius 
Alard conftituitur Admirallus verflis partes occidentales die 
quinto Junii. 

5 . Ad.north.Edwardus Barles admirallus verfus partes boreales^ 

6. Eodem die Robertus de Leybom occidentalis. Vefpafian, 
c. 14. p. I. but no year or month namoi. 

7. Admiral north. Johannes Botetortus conftituitur admi- 
rallus ab ore Thamifis ufque partes boreales Anglise quarto 
die Martii, anno 8. regis Edwardi 2di. 1315. Otho, c. ix. 

8. Adm. weft. Gulielmus Grains conftituitur admirallus 
ab ore Thamifts verfus partes occidentales nono die Maii, an- 
no 8. regis Ed. 2di. 

I have not been able to find the leaft trace of this name 
in any of the efcheat books I have yet had an opportu- 
nity of confulting: nor of the name of John de Bottetort, 
unlefs it be the fame perfon with John de . Bottecort, 
who died anno 18. Ed. 2d. 1325. poflefled of the manor 
of Beauchamp Otes in Eflex, and of Dibwick manor, 
Malton manor, half the manor of Rouhale, a part of Kir- 
dington, and Bromham in the county of Bedford, in the right 
of his wife, one of the three daughters and co-heirs of Tho- 
mas Fitz Otho baron of Bedford, who died anno 10. Ed. ift. 
1282. held of the king as a third part of the barony of Bed- 
ford. Vide Harl. MSS. 321. p. 9. and 177. 

But 
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Butupon looking over the volume of the manufcript catalogue 
of an invaluable treafure of detached ancient original charters, 
grants, &c. digeftedinferies, and compiled to the extent of two 
large volumes in folio, by the diligent care and attention of 
the Rev. Mr. Ayfcough, and which volumes the Governors 
and Truftees of the Britifh Mufaeum have already obliged the 
public with the ufe of, I have been able to find traces of the 
name, and am inclined to think it was of the fame John de Bo- 
tetorte that was appointed admiral of the north as above, and 
that he died before the firft year of king Edward the Third, 
pofTeiTed of the manor of Great Bradley and two water-mills, 
cum prato et paftura, &c. in Halfted in the county of Eflex, 
and that by his wife Matilda he left one daughter and heir, 
married to Thomas, fon of Thomas Lord Botetorte. Vide 
Ayfcough*s MSS. catalogue, v. i. No. 47. F. 11, 12, 13, 
14, and 15. 

9. Adm. weft, anno 10. E. 2d. Nicolaus Criolus confti- 
tuitur admirallus ab ore aquse Thamifis verfiis partes occiden- 
tales Angliae, odavo die Decembris, anno 10. Ed. 2di. 
1 3 16. Otho, E. ix. N. B. In Vefpafian, c. 14. the 
name is Nicholas Kyriell, the date of appointment ther fame 
day, and therefore moft probably the fame perfon meant in 
both. 

10. Adm. 
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lo. Adm. north, anno lo. E.^d. ***.... bunvus * . '. 
rgenfis *♦♦♦**♦... enemouth conftituitur admirallus ab 
ore aquae Tamifis verfus partes boreales Angliae, 13. die Maii 
1317. OthoE. ix. 

Moft probably the name, &c. to be fupplied here is Johannes 
Perbumus burgenfis villae magnae Yernemouth, who was 
appointed admiral of the northern coafts in the fixteenth 
year of this reign, and moft probably too the fame in the 13. 
E. 2d. 

I can find no trace of Nicholas CrioU in the efcheat books, 
unlefs he was of the family . of Bertrand de CrioU, who 
jointly with Petromlla, his wife, held pofleflions in the counties 
of Kent and Herts, an. 34. Ed. 1. 1306, and left Petro- 
nilla, their fole daughter and heir, who married Sir Richard 
Rokefley, Knt. Harl. MSS. 294. p. 51. 

But I find in Mr. Afcough's manufcript catalogue. Vol. 1 . 
No. 49. A. 6. the following trace of this name, that Nicho- 
las CrioU, Knt. pafTed anno 18. E. 1. a grant of conveyance 
to Guy Ferre, junior, of the manor of Benhale in Suffolk, 
with all its manerial rights, the advowfons of the priorys of 
Buttele and Leyflone, and all the houfes, rents, free and vil- 
lenage fervices, wards, reliefs, fcutages, cfcheats, marriages, 
fuits of court, knights fees, 6cc. with a feal, but no date. 

Item 
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Item> a grant from Nicholas Crioll to Adam de Couling of a 
tenement in Hinton, without a feal, and no date. No. 49. 
A. 6. and 7. . 

With regard to the name Kyriell, as wrote in Vefpafian, c. 
14. I find that John Kyriell obtained licence to enkemell his 
manor houfe of Wefting Hanger, Kent, an. 17. E. 3d. See 
Harl. MSS. 5163, and that Nicholas Kjrriell was enfeoffed m 
the manor of Stokebury, in Kent, for the benefit of William 
Kyriell and Elizabeth, his wife, the daughter of Nicholas 
Kyriell, aimo 1. H. 5th. 1413. and that Thomas was fon and 
heir of the afwefaid William. See Harl. MSS. 640. ad aim. 
There is befides in Vefpafian, c. 14. another variation in the ap- 
pointment of the admiral for the weft, who does not mention 
John Perbruns*s appointment at all, nor indeed any other, un- 
til the fixteenth year of Ed. 2d. 1322. 

11. Anno 10. E. 2d. Robert de Leyborn, admiral of 
the weft, December 8, the fame day. Nicholas Kyriell's 
appointment is not dated until May 12, anno fequenti, fix 
months after, and therefore probably both appointments did 
really take place, and the latter fuperfeded the firft. Vef- 
pafian, c, 14. 

12. Admiral of England, anno 13. Ed. 2d. Robertus La-«- 
burnus eques auratus conftituitur admirallus c******* 

portus 
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portus regni Angliae, Walliae, et Hibemiae, 19. die Mail, 
anno 13. Ed. 2d. 1320. Otho, £. ix. 

I am ftrongly inclined to believe that this Robert Labornc 
was either younger fon or of the family of Roger Leyborn, 
who died anno 11. E. i. 1283, poffeffed of Tykhill, Kimber- 
worth, Maltby, Ofterfield and Doncafter manors and Barftree 
vill in Yorkfliire, and which poflefHons he held of the inheri- 
tance of Idonia, his wife, daughter and co-heir of Robert de 
Veteri Ponte, and left John de Leiburn his fon and heir. See 
Claudius c. xii. p. 13. The which John probably died anno 
22. E. 3. 1347. holding with his other pofleiTions two parts 
of the manors of Hurburton and Brixham, in the county of 
Devon, de rege in capite by barony, as parcel of the barony 
de Valle torta. See Claudius c. xii. p. 114. 

10th. Adm. north, anno 16. Ed. 2. 1323. Johannes Per- 
bumus burgenfis villae magnse Yernemouth conftitutus erat ad-* 
mirallus ab ore aquae Tamifis verfus partes boreales Anglise 16. 
die Maii, anno 1 6 regis Edwardi 2di. 

nth. Adm. weft. Robertus Butallers unus baronum, 
quinque portuuni, conftituitur admirallus ab ore aquae Tamifis 
verfus partes occidentales, 18. die Aprilis, anno 16. regis Ed. 
2di. prs.^. Pat. Mem, 21. Otho E. 9. 

D In 
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In the Cottonian MSS. Vefpafian, c. 14. the litter is ftyled 
Robert Batayl, admiral of the weft, April 18 ; but the fame 
perfon is evidently meant in both. 

Of Robert Perburn I have not yet found any trace in the 
efcheats or ancient MSS. Robert Butallers or Batayl I conjeAure 
to have been younger fon or relation of Taer Battaylle, who 
died an. 20. Ed. 1. 1292, feized of lands in Bradwell, 
Lachendon, and Purley, in the county of Effex, and left Ed- 
ward his fon heir. Harl. MSS. 640. p. 12. 

In Vefpafian, c. 14, there is only one fingle appointment 
mentioned until the firft year of Edward the Third, and that 
is, Robert London appointed admiral of the weft, but no 
year or day of the month named of this appointment, if it. 
ever took place. 

In Otho, E. ix. the next appointment is, 

12th. Adm. weft, anno 1325. 18. E. 2. Johannes Sturmius 
tonftituitur admirailus ab ore Thamifis verfus partes boreales 
Anglis, quinto die Augufti, anno 18. R. Ed. 2. 

13th. Adm. north, Robertus Bendonius conftitutus crat ad- 
mirailus, &c. verfus partes occidentales, 5. Aug. Otho, E. ix.. 

I find no trace of either of thcfe names except that in 
1311, anno 5. Ed. 2. a William Sturmy died^zed of 
conilderable poftefllons in Yorkftiire, but no farther particulars. 

Vide 
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Vide Claudius, c. xii. p. 33. Poffibly the afore-mentioned 
John Sturmy might have been his fon or of the fame family. 
Anno t.E* 3. 1327, from Vefpafian, c, 14. 

14. Adm. Walerius de Vau^ors, admiral of the weft,. 
April 21. anno t. E. 3. 

1 5. Adm. Thoma§ Perbran of the north. 

1 6. Anno 7. E. 3. 1333, William de Clinton, admiral 
of the weft, appointed July 16. Vefpafian, c. 14. 

' In the Harleian Manukript, 7371, p. 26. containing arre-^ 
gular feries of the creations of the nobility durii^ this and 
other reigns, it is menticmed that this William Fines Lord 
Clinton, afterwards created Earl of Huntindc»i, anno 9. E. 3^ 
was made admiral of England, anno i^. £. 3. No fuch ap- 
pointment is mentioned in either of the three lifts I extras 
from J but diftin<ft appointments for the northern and weftcm 
diftrid given in Ve^afian, c. 14. and Otho, E. ix. which 
liames though fpellcd difierently evident^ mean the fame per« 
fons. If therefore this fole appointment exifted at all it muft** 
have been for this year the 7 th of Edward the Third, as! 
obferve there is no appointment inferted 'of the admirals this 
year, except in Vefpafian, c. 14. and there a vacant fpace is left 
for the infertion of the admiral of the north for that year. I 
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ihall defer the particular account of this nobleman until I 
come to treat of the army. 

17. Anno8. E. 3. 1335. Johannes Norvicius conftituitur 
admirallus ab ore Tamifis verfus partes boreales Anglix fecun- 
do die Januarii, anno odavo regis Edwardi tcrtii. 

18. Rogcrus de Legham conftituitur admirallus ab ore Ta- 
mifis verfus partes occidentales Angliae fecundo die Januarii, 
anno 8. R. Ed. 3. Otho, E. ix. of whom no trace ; with re- 
fpeA to John de Norwich. I apprehend he is the fame per- 
fon to whom king Edward the Third grants the following li- 
cence to embattle or ered into" cafUes his manor-houfes of 
Mettingham, Blackworth, and Lii^en, 6x>m Index literarum 
patentium regis Edwardi tertii, anno 16. concefia Johanni 
de Norwich, Licentia Kemellare manfa maneriorum fuorum 
de Mittingham, Suffex, et de Blackworth et Lingen in comi- 
tatu Norfolciae. Harl. Manufcr. 5163. ad an» 

19. Anno 10. E. 3. 1336. Thomas Rotridus conftituitur- 
ajjjbnirallus ab ore aquae Tamils verius partes occidentales An- 
gliae ododecimo die Februarii, anno decimo regis Edwardi 
tertii..: Otho, E. ix. 

20. Johannes Norwicius conftituitur admirallus verlus par- 
tes boreales, 18. die Februarii, &c. Otho, £. ix.. 

Ann0< 
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Anno 36, E. 3. that I find farther from the efcheat books^> 
one John de Norwich held the manor of Sculthorpe in Norfolk; 
Claudius, c. x. p. 147. 

Anno 48. E. 3. Margareta de Norwich for the term of hec 
life of the inheritance of John de Norwich, knight, the 
manors of Bradfield and Dakm, and that the fame John is hoir 
heir.. 

Anno 48. Ed. 3. John de Norwich, Knt. tfie manor oF 
Sculthorpe in Norfolk, and that Catherkie Brewes is next of 
kin and heir. Claudius, ex. p. 173. 

21. In the fame year of king Edward the Third's reiign,. 
Galfredus Stains Bannerettus conflituitur admiralhis ab ore 
aqusB Tamifis verfus partes occidentales Anglise,* decimo die 
Aprilis, anno deeimo regis Edwardi tertii. Otho, E. ix. 

22. Anno II. Ed. 3. Sir Bartholomew de Burgherllie, Knt. 
admiral of the weft, no date. 1337. nodateof theappointmnt. 

23. Sir Walter de Manny, Knt. admiral of the north. Vef- 
pafian, c. 14. 

In Otho, E. ix. the dates of both theie appointments are 
on the eleventh of Auguft. Of thefe great and brave knights, 
and indeed of moft of the following names, I fhall teferve: 
what I have to fey in particular,, until I come to treat of the. 
military armament.^. 

Anoo- 
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Anno 12. E. 3. Peter Bard*, admiral of the weft, July 
28, 1338. 

Anno 12. E. 3. Thomas de Trayfton, of the north, 
July 28. Vefpafian, c. 14. but both names varied in the other 
manufcript. 

^ Anno 12. E. 3. Thomas Drayton verfus partes portus bo- 
realis, die 28 Julii. 

Anno 12. £. 3. Petrus DarduS verfus partes occidentales, 
die 28 Julii. Otho, £. ix. 

Here it is obfervable there is a very material alteration in 
both the names, and yet, from the unity of the date of each 
appointment, it is evident th^ were intended to expreis one 
individual, and not a double appointment to each ofHce with- 
in the fame year ; and as Otho, £. ix. appears, to me of un- 
queftionable authenticity, as a coUedion of origuial admiralty 
office papers, fome of them having autograph ilgnaturea of the 
principal officers there. I am clearly fatisfied that ^r Tho- 
mas Drayton, and probably Sir Peter Dard were the real joameft 
of the perfons refpedtively appointed to each adrniraJity diftrid. 
Qf the firft I have not recovered any tr^e, with refped to .the 
Second, 

* Sir Peter Bard of this aamc I only found ttut a Rx>be;rt Bard held two Ca« 
rucates of land in Haflarton, Yorkfliire, anno 12. E. i. Claudius, c. xii. p. 33. 
and that a Durande Barde held lands in Bucks, Willianv hU &B 4od imc, 990^ 
21. £.3. Claudius, c. X. p. 112. 

Sir 
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Sir Hiomas Dt&yton was ^pmbably a defceiidairt of BaMw^m 
cle Drayton, who, ai«M5 i6. E. i. hcldfcy g^at fefrjcaftcy of tKe 
king ia ca^xite the capital !tn<e^u!age <of Draytori) a vineyard, 
two dove-houfes,, a mill, fix virgaces of land, m Drayton and 
Mip, NiMthamptxMil!hii«, by die fervioc of finding at his own 
charges vimim fervientem for forty days, when and as oTtai as 
dieting fliall be prefent with his army. HarUMSS^ 8 i i» p. 38. 
- 14. An. 1 3.Ed..3. 1 339. RobertusMorleyequesatiratusverfus 
partes borealis, dieododecimoFebruarii, an. 1 3vregis Ed. 3tii. 

25. Culielmus Truilell, eq. aur. veriiis paites occidentdes, 
i;8* Jfeb. anno 13. regis Ed. 3. Otho, E. ix. 

26. N.B. In the manufcript, Vefpafian, c. 14. after having 
given the tw€ laft appointments exadly in purport as above, 
diere is inferted Galfredus-Dominus deSay (which is not to be 
found in Otho, £. ix.) but no date at all. named, or to which 
divifion appointed ; if any fuch appointment adually took 
place,, it was probably vice Sir. William Truflell for the weftem 
diftrid of the admiralty, as Sir Robert Morley continued ad- 
miral of the north for the two fiicceeding years, according to 
Otho, E. ix. and for the three following years, according to 
this manufcript.. 

With regard to the above-mentioned Galfredus Dominus 
Say, he was the lineal defcendant and fucceiTor in the barony 

to 



{ 24 ) 

to William dc Say, created L6rd Say, in king -John's reign. He 
died before the twentieth year of Edward the Third ; then it 
appears his fon William Lord Say held under the king the ba- 
rony of Mammoth, which rendered the fervice of twenty- 
four knights fees to the ward of the caftle of Dover. Vide 
Harl. Manufc. 7376. I have not found the account of the 
death or his pofleflions, except his wife Matildas who (urvived to 
the forty-third of Edward the Third, as appe<u^ from the fol- 
lowing efcheat. 

Anno 43. Ed. 3. Matilda, late wife of Galfred de Saye, 
held in dower the manors of Berlings and Biirghe, with the 
appurtenances in Kent, and that William de Saye is their fon 
and heir. Harl. Manufo. 708. ad ann. « 

The above Galfred de Say was fummoned'^.a baron to par- 
liament, anno 7th. Ed. 2. 13 13. Vide Harl. Manufc. 708, 
p. 104. 

27. Rot. Alem. 14. & 24, anno 14. Ed. 3. Richard Earl 
of Arundd, admiral of the weft, Feb. 20. 1 340. 

28. Robert de Morley, admiral, of the north, March 10. 
Vefpafian, c. 14. 

In Manufc^ Otho, E. ix. It is Richard, fon of Allan Earl 
of Arundel, admiral of the weft, and no appointment to the 
north at all named for this or the following year. 

Anno 
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29. Anno 15. E. 3. William dc Clinton, Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, admiral of the weft, January 12. 1341. 

30. Robert de Morley, admiral ^of the north, April i- 
Vefpafian, c. 14. 

31. Anno 16. E. 3. Johannes de Monte Gonrico, admiral 
of the weft, no date named, 1342. 

32. Robert de Morley, admiral of the north, no date named. 
Vefpafian, c. 14. 

33. i.prs.pat.Francm. 21. anno 17. E, 3. Robert Lec^il, 
of the weft, December 20, 1344. anno 16. £. 3. Otho. 

34. 1343. William de Ruflcll [Truffel Otho] admiral of 
the north, December 20, anno 16. E. 3. Vefpafian, c. 14. 

35. 1. prs. pat. m. 8. anno 18. £. 3. Reginald de G>b- 
ham, admiral of the weft, May 3, 1344* 

36. Robert de Ufford, Earl of Siifiblk, admiral of the 
north. May 8. Otho, E. ix. 

37. Anno 19. E. 3. Richard Earl of Arundel, admiral of 
the weft, February 23. Vefpafian, e. 14. 

38. 1345.1. prs. pat. Franc, m. 35. [Robert Earl of. Suffolk, 
of the north. Vide Harl. Manufc. 4586. p. 212.] 

39. Anno 21. £. 3. 1346. Jphnde Montgomery, admiral 
of the weft, February 25, 
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40. 1. prs.' Franc, m. 31. and 35. John dc Howard, of the 
north, March 8. Vefpafian, c. 14. but in Otho, E. ix. 
John de Morle is named as admiral of the north, Fe- 
bruary 23. 

41. Anrio 22. E. 3. Reginald de Cobham, of the weft. 
May 14. 

42. 1347. I. prs. Franc m. 15. Walter de Manny, of 
the north, May 14. Vefpaiian, c. 14. 

N, B, In Otho, E. ix. the addition to W. de Manny, of 
Baro de Sando Salvatore. . 

43. Anno 23. E. 3. Reginald de Cobham, of the weft, 
February 14. 

44. Robert Morley, of the north, June 6. Otho, E. ix. 
which is not mentioned in Vefpafian, c. 14. 

45. An. 24. E. 3. 1 349. Robertus Cauftonus ad partes b(M*eales.. 

46. Rot. Franc, m. 1 5. Johannes deBeauchamp, fraterTho- 
comitis de Warwick ccmftituitur admirallus verfus occidentales 
partes Angliae, no date. Otho, E. ix. 

47. Anno 25. E. 3. William Bohun, Earl of Northamp- 
ton, admiral of the north, March 8. 

William de Bohun was the fourth fon to Humphry de Bo- 
hun the eighth of that name. Earl of Hereford and Effex, 
and conftable of England, was created Earl of Northampton by 
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king Edward the Third, in the eleventh year of his reign, 

1338, and in the year of the fame reign, he was eleft- 

td a Knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, into ftall 
the feventh, on the fovereign's fide, after the death of Sir 
Hugh Courtney, a founder. Harl. Manufcript, No. 234. 
p. 106. 

After the death of his elder brother John, who died with- 
out iflue, anno 10. Ed. 3, and of Humphry, his fecond bro- 
ther, who died without ifliie, anno 37. Ed. 3. he was Earl 
of Hereford and Eflex, Lord of Brecknock, and conftable of 
England; 

He married Eleanore, one of the daughters and heirs of 
Bartholomew Baddlefmere, Lord of Lides, and had iflue 
Humphry de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, Eflex and Northamp- 
ton, Lord of Brecknock and conflable of England, who died 
in the forty-feventh year of king Edward the Third, and had 
iflue two daughters and heirs J firft, Alianore, who was four- 
teen years of age, in the iirft year of king Richard the Se- 
cond, and in the fifth year of his reign married to Thomas 
Plantigenet, Earl of Buckingham, and afterwards created 
Duke of Gloucefter. The fecond daughter and co-heir, Mary, 
in the firft year of Richard the Second, aged nine years, and 
four years after married to Henry Plantagenet, Earl of Derby, 
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afterwards king of England, by the name of Hemy the 
Foiirth. Vide Harl. Manufc. 7371. p. 26. 

The above William de Bohune, Earl of Northampton, He* 

reford and EfTex, &c. married afterwards Elizabeth 

who furvived him thirteen years. 

Anno 47. E. 3. Elizabeth, late wife of William de Bohun, 
Earl of Northamptcm, and that Edmund Mortimer, Earl of 
Marche, is her heir. Claudius, c. x. p> 195. 

He died, anno thirty-fourth of Edward the Third, 1 3 6 1 , and 
held at the time of his death the caftle and lordfhip of Ock> 
ham, in Northamptonfhire ; three parts of Thaxted manor, 
in Eflex; two parts of Grantham, Lincolnfhire ; the manors 
of Rochford and Foulnefle, Eflex ; the manor of Tonge, in 
Kent; the manor of Afcot, in Oxfordshire ; and the manc»^ of 
Knefale, in the county of Nottingham. Claudius, c. x. ad ann. 

FrQmHarLManuic.5i93.p.53,anno34.E. 3. itappearsthis 
Earl held befidespo^ilions at his death inthecountiesof Bucks, 
Dorfet, Berks, Surrey, and Rutland* Videefch. Claudius, c. x. 
p. 195. This fame Elizabeth, Countefs of Northampton, 
held befides, at her death, anno 47. E. 3. the manor of Arley, 
and the caflle and lordfhip of Kentlees, in Staflbrdfhire, and 
the cantred of Mylenes in Wales, and a third part of the ma« 
nor of Crowden, in Buckinghamfhire. Claudius, c. 10. p. 131. 
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I {hall refcrve what I have to produce of this great charafter 
Henry Earl of Derby, Duke of Lancafter, until I come to 
treat of the military department. 

48. 1350. Henry of Lancafter, of the weft, March 8* 
Otho, £. ix. no appointment for the north. 

49. 1351. Anno 26. £. 3. Thomas Beauchamp, Senior, 
Earl of Warwick, admiral of th^ weft, but no date, nor other 
appointment until 

50. 1 354> Anno 29. £. 3. Robert Morleyequesauratus baron 
de Hengham, March 5, admiral of the north. Otho, £. ix. 

51. John de Beauchamp, brother of Thomas Earl of 
Warwick, admiral of the weft, March 5. 

52. Anno 34. E. 3. 13^0. John de Beauchamp of War- 
wick, fbn of Guy Earl of Warwick, deceafed, and brother 

of Thomas de Beauchamp Earl cff Warwick, fenior, was con* 
ftituted admirallus veHu^ partes tam boreales quam occiden^ 
tales regni Angliacj die Julii 18, anno 34. £. 3. but he died 
the fecond day of December following, and lies buried in the 
nave of St. PauFs church, between the two pillan on the 
eaftem £tde, ut nunc videre plane liqueL Fauftina, c. ix. 

To the iame account verbatim is added in the Cotto- 
nian manufcript, Otho, E. ix. that dis Joha de Beau- 
champ was at the fame time Warden of the Cinque Ports 

apd 
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iand Conftable of the Tower of London and of Dover Caftle. 
John de Beauchamp was one of the five fons of Guy de Beau- 
champ Earl of Warwick, the Con of William de Beauchamp 
Earl of Warwick, by Matilda, his wife, the relift of Gerard 
de Fumival, Lord of Hallumfliire, who died anno 26th of 
Edward the Firft, anno 1298. Harl. Manufc. 640, p. 15. 

Guy de Beauchamp married Alice (ble daughter and heir of 
Robert de Toney and reli<ft of William Leibume, as was before 
obferved. He left five fons. The firft, Thomas de Beauchamp, 
the next Earl of Warwick. The fecond, Walter de Beauchamp> 
who died anno 43. E. 3. 1370. whofe heir was, a third Ion, 
William, his brother, as appears fix)m the following efcheat. 

Anno 43. Ed. 3. Waltenis de Beauchamp nulla tenUit de 
haereditate nee de hserede Guidonis Beauchamp, fed idem Wal- 
tenis aliquiando fuit feifitus de manerio de Alynccftre (in co. 
Warwic.) in foedo, et ilhid dedit Mgvdio de bello campo fiatri 
fuo habendum'fibi et haeredibus (uis ; et illiid manerium tenetur 
de Reginaldo filio Petri per fervitium militare per dimidium 
foedi rhilitis et Willielmus de Beauchamp frater didi Walteri 
setatis quadragihta annoruni eft haeres. Harl. Manufc. 5193. 
p. 40. - 

4th fon. Gyles deBeauchampf, who died the twelfth of Odo- 
ber, in the thirty-fifth year of king Edward the Third, 1362, 
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jfeized of the manors of Powyk and Adon Beauchiamp, in the 
county of Worcefter, of the grant of Thomas de Beauchamp 
Earl of Warwick, his brother, held by knight's feryice, and 
left John de Beauchamp, aged twenty-three years, his fon and 
next heir. See the efcheat, Harl. Manufc. 5193. p. 12. 

From this branch defcended John Beauchamp, created baron 
Beauchamp of Powyk, in Henry the Sixth's reign, and from 
his eldeft daughter and co-heir, married to Greville the pre- 
fent Earl of Warwick. Before I return to the fifth fon, John 
de Beauchamp the admiral of England, I (hall juft mention 
that his father Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, died 
the ninth year of king Edward the Second, 13 15, (Vide Harl. 
Manufc. 640. p. 23.) feized, exclufiveof hispoflefllonsinWar- 
wickfhire and other counties, of fifteen manors and twenty-two 
knights fees, in Yorkfliire, which are particularly fpecified 
and recited in Claudius, c. xii. p. 37. 

Sir John de Beauchamp, anno 19. E. 3. was created a 
knight, founder of the moft noble order of the Garter, and 
feated in ftall the fixth on the fovereign's fide. HarL Manufc. 
5177. p. 285. 

I have not been able to find whether he ever married or left 
any iflue. He was conftable of the Tower of London and of 
Dover-Caftle, and Warden of the Cinque Ports, at the time 
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of his death, (Otho, £. ix.) which happened on the fecond 
day of December, in the fame year of his appointment to the 
admiralty, and died feized of the manor of Brokenbury, with** 
in the New Foreft, in the county of Southampton. Claudius, 
c. X. p. 153, 

53. Anno 35. E. 3. 1362. Robertus Herleeques auratus at 
the death of John deBeauchamp wasconfHtuted admiral of the 
northern and weftem coafts of the kingdom of England, and 
likewife conftable of Dover Caftle, and Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, the twenty-iixth of January, in the thirty-fifth 
year of king Edward the Third, for the term of his liie, 
and continued to hold the (kme offices until the fifth day of 
July, in the thirty-eighth year of that reign, when he died. 
Fauflina, c. ix. 

This Sir |lobert Herle, knight, was either fbn or immediate 
heir and fucceflbr in the mediety of the barony of Bolbeck to 
William Herle, who died circ. anno 21. Ed. 3d. Willielmus 
Herle (tenuit) medietatem baronix de Bolbeck. Claudius, 

C. X. p. III. 

I have not found any particulars of his marriage, children, 
or heirs ; but the following efcheats afcertain the time of his 
. death and his pofTeffions minutely.. 

Anno 
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Anno 38. Ed. 3. Robcrtus de Hcric miles teniiit in co. 
Leiceft. 

Aniio 38. £d. 3. Robertus Herle miles mediatem barohts^ 
de Bolbeck de rege in capite, ut de corona, in dominico fuo uC 
de foedo, per fervitium medietads unius baroniae ; Videlicet rniia-^ 
nerium ct villain de Styford et villain de Shotley ac maneriuin 
de Bromhal^ et villam de Shaveley ac maiierium de Kirkherle 
in comitatu Narthunibrias de rege in capite, ut de baronia pracdida. 

Item tenuit medietatem manerii de Goton in comitatu Nor- 
fislcite. Claudius, c. x. p. 151. 

54. Anno 38. E. 3. 1364. Ralph Spigumell. Fauftina, 
c. ix. admirallus verfiis partes boreales et occidehtales Anglise, 
die feptimo Julii, anno 38. Ed. 3tii. Otho, E. ix. 

I find no trace of this name in the efcheat books earlier than 
Edward Spigumell, from whom, this Ralph was probably a 
defcendant by a younger branch, who died anno 24. E. i. 
poiTefTed of the manor of Standone in Effex, and left John, 
his fon, immediate heir. Harl. Manufc. 640. p. 14. The which 
John died poflefled of Sandone manor, anno 2. £. 2d. 1308, 
and left Edward, his fon and immediate heir to that nmnor. 
Harl. Manufc. 640. p. 20. 

The which Edward died.poflefTed of Staindon manor, with 
its appurtenances, in Eflex, anno 8. E. 2. 13 14. and left his 
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Ton John immediate heir, Manufc. 640. p. 22. The £dd Ed- 
ward, at his death, held alfb of the king in capite by homage 
and 4I. 4s. 4d^ rent per annimi, a mefluage, mill and five be- 
vates of land in Sheggeby, Nottinghamfhire; andaUb a cer- 
t$iti; afTiirt of the king by fervice of twelve pence per annum. 
Harl. Manufc. 821. p. 275. The aforementioned John, Ed- 
ward's eldeft fon, it appears by another efbheat, dated the 
fame year, anno 8* Ed* 2. left Joanna his iblc daughter and 
heir. HarL Manufc. 294. p. 58. 

55. Anno 43. Ed. 3. 1369. Nicholas Tamworth equcs 
auratus. (Fauftina, c. 14.) conftituitur admirallus verfiis partes 
boreales, Junii 12, anno 43. E. 3. Otho, E. 9. 

56. Robertus Afton eques auratus. (Fauftina, c. 14.) ad- 
mirallus verfus partes occidentales, die Aprilis viceffimo oAa- 
vo, anno 43. E. 3. Otho, E, ix. 

I find no trace of the name c£ Tamworth, nor yet of Ro*. 
bert Afton, Knt. unlefs he was of the fiunily of John Aflon, 
who enfeoffed Roger Bigodde, in Thornton, juxta Pickering 
manor, held of the king, anno 22. Ed. i* 1294. Vide 
Cku^us, c. xii. p. 1 8. 

57. Anno44.E. 3. 1370. Johannes Neville. Fauftina, c, 14. 
Johannes Neville eques auratus biro de Raby coijftituitur ad- 

a mirallus 
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txii^ttius vorfus pjurtes boreales teitio die Mail, anno 44, £. 3. 
Otho, E.ix. 

58. Gukk> Brianus, Fauftina, c. 14. 

Guido Brianus eques auratus baro de conflitultur 

admirallus vedus partes occidentales triceflimo die Mali, anno 
44. Edwi. tertii. Otho, E. ix. 

This John NeviUe, Knt. baron of Raby, wa& &ther of 
Kealph de Neville, the firA Earl of Weftmordand of that 
name ; and was himielf defcended lineally from Gilbert Lord 
Neville, bom in Normandy, and who came over with Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and was his admiral. Vide Harl. Ma- 
nufc. No. 7371. p. 9. and fix>m the following article in the 
fame manufcript, it appears that Robert Lord Neville, of 
Brantfperth^ ^ defcendant of the above named Gilbert Lord 
Neville of Normandy, married the heir general of Ofb-owed, 
brother to Waltheof Earl of Northumberland, whofe father 
Segrave, in the right of his wife Alfreda, the daughter and c6- 
h^ of Aldred, Earl of Northumberland, became Earl of Nor- 
thumberland and was Earl of Cumberland by inheritance. Ayfcj 
Cat. Manufc. i8^c, 17.. p. 12. and the abovenamed Qftrowed, 
fecond fon of Segrave and brothpr of Waltheoph, Earl of 
Northumberland, . was' in. the conquef): time Lord of Raby, 

F z the 
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the which barony vefted by that marriage in the houle of Ne* 
ville, and remains in the Earls of Weftmoreland of that name. 

I find the following note inferted in an ancient pedigree of 
the Nevilles. Harl. Manufc. 154. p. 42. which I recite 
merely upon its own authority, as it contains (bme curious 
particulars of the hiftory of this brave knight. John Neville 
was a Vtliant captain and warred againft the Turks. He was 
the king's lieutenant in Gafcony, in the lail year of king £<f- 
ward the Third, i377> which country being deftroyed by the 
French, he recovered and ftrengthened with eighty-three 
walled towns, .&c. whereof he found few or none at his com- 
mg. 

His ^ther was Ralph de Neville, Lor<l of Raby, as appears 
fitim the following extrad from Harl. Manufc. 294. p. 10. 

From Rot. Scot, anno 4. H. 4. m. 19. Ralph de Neville, . 
Lord of Raby, had a fon, John de Neville, who had a fbn, 
Ralph de Neville, Earl of Wefbnoreland, fratrem regis Hen- 
rid quarti, that is, from his having married Maud, daughter 
of John Plantagenet fiimamed of Ghent, Duke of Lancafbr, 
and fifler of Henry Earl of Derby, created Duke of Hereford 
afterwards by king Henry 4.' 

From the following extraft from Harl. Manufc. 234, it ap- 
pears that this Lord Neville of Raby, the king's lieutenant in 

Gafcony, 
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Gafcony, named there erroneoufly Thomas; but by his pro- 
per addition John Neville, in Mamifc. i8. c. 17. was eleded 
knight of the moil noble Order of the Garter into the fifth 
flail on the prince's fide, after the death of Sir Bartholomew 
Burgfici^h, .a fimnder,. in the twenty-ninth year of king Ed- 
ward thf Third; and he died in the tenth year of king Ri- 
chard the Scjqond, and he lyeth buried in the college of Dur- 
ham. Harl. Manufc. 234. p. 104. 

. FfpmthcancientpedigreeoftheNcvillefiimily above referred 
to, Harl. Manufc. 1 5 4 , p. 42 . it appears that this Sir John Neville, 
L(vd of Raby, married to his firfl wife Maude, daughter of the 
^der Henry Percy, by whom he had iffiie two fons and three 
daughters; firfl, Ralph de Neville, or as he is fometimes 
called JDan Raby, Lord Raby after his father, and afterwards 
Earlof Weftnioreland, of whom and of whofe fucceiiion I fhall 
fpeakmore particularly when I come to treat hereafter of the mi- 
litary department. Secondly, Alicia, married to Lord Deyncourt. 
Thirdly, Maude, married to William Scrope. Fourthly, 
Aleanor, married to Ra. Lumley. Fifthly, Thomas, his fe- 
cond fbn, who became Lord Fumival in right of his wife 
Maude, daughter and heir of William Lord Fumival. 



He 
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He alfo married to his {econd wife Katherinc *, daughter 
and heir of William Lord Latimer of Danby, and by whom 
he had alfb one fon and one daughter, viz. fixth, his third Con 
John de Neville, in his mother's ri^ Lord Lat)nBfie» who 

married Maud, daughter of Posford, and left no iffiic. 

Seventhly, Elizabeth, fifler and heir to John Lord Latimer, 
her brother, who married Robert Lord Willoughby of Ereiby. 
Harl. Manufc. 154. p. 42. 

This John de Neville, baron of Raby, died anno 1 2. Ri. 2. 
as appears from the following efcheat. 

Anno 12. Richard the Second, John Neville deRaby, Kntr 
held, at the time of his death, Clavering manor in Yorl^JluiA, 
Ralph de Neville, Knt. his fbn and heir. 

Item, he held diiFerent manors and pofleffions in the county 
of Buckingham, Northumberland, Cambridge and London, 
in dominico fuo. 

Item, he held jointly in right of Elizabeth, his wife, <fiffe- 
rent manors in Bedfordfhire, as parcel of the barony of Bed- 
ford, that is, one-fourth of the faid barony. 

* The namefhould have been Elizabeth, as appears from the following efcheat. 
Anno 4. Ri. zd. 1380. Wilhelmus Latymer miles tenuit villam de fiamelfly 
cvmi Unthank Hamlett ejufdem villas 1 quodq|ue Elizabetha uxor Johannis de 
Neville domini de Raby eft filia et haeres aetam 24 annorum. Harl. Manufc. 
Claudius, c. 10. p. 192. 

Item, 
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Item, in right of Elizabeth, his wife, the manors of Danby, 
Thornton, Pickering, Shrives Hotoii and Sutton in Galtris, 
within the county of York. Claudius, c. x. p. 218. 

59. Anno 45. £. 3. 1371. Radulphus Ferrars eques aura- 
tus admirallus verfiis partes boreales (Fauftina] die fexto 0€to- 
bris, anno 45. Edi. gtii. Otho, E. ix» 

60. Robertus Afton eques auratus verfus partes occidentales. 
(Fauftina, c. 14.) conflituitur odavo die Odobris. Otho, E. ix. 

61. Anno 46. E. 3. 1372. William Neville, Knt-. admiral 
of the north. (Fauftina, c. 14.) conflituitur die feptimo Martii, 
anno 46. E. 3. Otho, E. ix. 

62. Philip Courtney, Knt. admiral of the weft. (Fauftina, c, 
14.] conftituitur die feptimo Martii, anno 46. Ed. 3. Otho, E. ix. 

63. Anno 50. E. 3. 1376. William, Ufford, Earl of Suf- 
folk, admiral of the north. (Fauftina, c. i40 conftituted July 
16, anno 50. £. 3. Otho, £. ix. 

64. William Montague, Earl of Sarum. (Fauftina, c. 14.) 
oonfUtutcd July 16. Otho, E. ix. 

65. Anno 51. E. 3. 1377. Michael de la Pool, admiral 
of the north. Fauftina, c. 14. ' • 

^tichaef dc la Pool de Englefield eques auratus conftitutus 
die quarto Novembris, anno 51. E. 3. Otho, E. ix. 

66. Frater R(^)ertus de Haiks, prior of St. JoWs of Je^ 

rufalem^ 
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ru£dem, in England, admiral of the weft. (Fauftina, c 14.) 
conftituted November 24, anno 51. E. 3. Otho, £. ix. 

67. Anno I. R. 2. 1377. Thomas Beauchamp, junior, 
Earl of Warwick, appointed admiral of the north, December 
the 5th, in the firft year of king Richard the Second, and 
continued to the fifth of November in the (ame year. Fauftiha^ 
c. 14. • 

JV, B. Otho, £. ix. does not name the continuance in the 
office until the fourth year of king Henry the Fourth. 

68. Anno i. lEli. 2. Richard Fitz^ Allan, junior, Earl of 
Arundell, admiral of the weft, conftituted December the fifth, 
anno i. Ri. 2. and continued to September the tenth, anno 
2. Ri. 2. Fauftina, c. 74. 

69. Anno2. Ri.2. 1378. Thomas Percy eques auratus, bro- 
ther of Hemy Earl of Northumberland, conftituted admiral 
of the northern coafts of England. (Fauftina, c. 14.] conftitu- 
tus Novembris nono die. Otho, E. ix. 

70. Hugh CalviUe eques auratus, conftituted admiral of the 
feuthem coafts of England. (Fauftina, c. 14.) September th^ 
eleventh, anno 2. Ri. 2. Otho, E. ix. 

Sir Thomas Percy, knight baron and his elder brother Sir 
Henry Percy, baron Percy, who was created Earl of Nor- 
tliirniberland by king Richard the Second, after his coronation, 

were 
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were both of an ancient, noble, and moft refpedable family in 
this kingdom, from the conqueft. They were the fons of Sir 
Henry Percy Knt. Baron Percy, who, derived from William 
Lord Percy, came over with William the Omqueror, 
and married by his means Emma de Port, Lady of Scarborough 
and of other lands called Semer lands, within the county of 
Yorkfhire. Harl. Manufc. No. 7371. p. 9. 

And from the following extrad from the fame manufcript 
it appears that Agnes was the furviving (ble ifliie and hdr from 
the above marriage. 

Tempore Henrici primi Joflelyn Loveyn, fon and heir to 
Godfrey Duke of Brabant and Earl of BnifTels, married Agnes> 
daughter and heir to William Lord Percy; for love of which 
lady he caufed his children to be called Percys, of whom de- 
fcended Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, Thomas Per- 
cy, Earl of Norwich, Thomas Percy, Earl of Athol, and. 
Thomas Percy, Earl of Angremont. Harl. Manufc. 7 37 1 .p. 1 2 . 

From the pafling of the Statute of Prerc^tive, when all 
lands and poflefGons held by grant from the crown became re-* 
gularly efcheatable in eveiy refpe^ve fucceHIon or deicent, I 
am able to trace four di(tin<^ branches of this family, all pub- 
licly defcendants of William Lord Percy aforementioned, (eat- 
ed within the county of York. The three younger collateral 

G branches 
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branches are, firft, Peter P.ercy, who in the fifty-firft year of 
king Henry the Third, 1267, died feizedof Warram manor, 
Sutton fuper Derwent manor, and Mawley fee; and c^ Kemet- 
by Boulton and Pooles, in Yorkfhire ; and that Robert was 
his Ton and immediate heir. See Claudius, c. xii. p. 3. 

I have not been able to jecover the efcheat taken by inqueft, 
at the death of the above Robert ; but am inclined to think 
from the following efcheat, that his heir general Catherine, 
married a Peter Percy of the fame family. 

Anno 16. E. 2. 1322. Peter Percy and Catherine his wile, 
held jointly Whorrome Percy manor extented, Sutton fuper 
Derwen manor, Kemetby manor and^xxv. rents, and Eborae 
comitatus fe<^. Claudius, c. xii. p. 40. 

Peter de Percy manerium de Quarrons Percy, in Bedford- 
fliire, Conftance and Joanna, daughters and coheirs, anno 1 » 
E. 3. 1327. Claudius, ex. p. 74. 

SeccMidly, Of the next branch it appears that. 

Anno 46, H. 3* 1262. Ingelram de Percy held the manor 
of Lennington, in Yorklhire. No heir mentioned. Vide 
Claudius, c. xii. p. 4. 

Anno II. Ed. 2d. 1317. Henry de Percy and Eleanor, hi* 

wife, held Boleby, Grimfthorpe, Fanglofle and Myttenby 

manors, with 4I. 6s. 8d. rents iiTuing in the ccnmty of York. 

And in the next year I £nd,. 

Anno 
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Anno 1 2th Ed. 2. Henry de Percy and Eleanor, his wife, 
held Crike and Lennington manors extented. Claudius, c. xii. 
p. i8. It ihould ieeni too as if this was a parallel cafe with 
the tenure of Peter Percy and Catherine his wife above re- 
cited, and that Eleanore was the heir general, and that Henry 
de Percy held all thefe' poflefHons jointly jure uxoris ; and I 
am clearly of opinion that this Henry is the reprefentative of 
the elder branch of the Percy houfc, as will appear hereafter. 

3. The third collateral branch of this noble hbufe were 
the Percys of Killdale ; for T find that William de Percy of 
Killdale,' anno 13. Ed. i. 1285, held Crathorne manor, 
Ormelby manor, Killdale manor, Killnigwyk manor, Dexil- 
brigg and Crathorne, in Yorkfbire : and that Arnold was hi« 
fon and heir, and William, the fon of Arnold, his heir*. 
Claudius, c. xii: p. 13. 

Anno 23. Ed. i. 1295. William de Percy, fon of William 
de Percy, held Ormefby manor, Caldecotes manor, and one 
Carucate and a half in Crathorne : Alexander, his fon and 
next heir, aged fourteen years. Claudius, c. xii. p. 18. 

In tracing the lineal fucceffion of the elder branch of this 
illuftrious houfe I find that. 

Anno 30. H. 3. 1 245. Henricus Percye tenuit Tadcafter in 
CO. Ebor. 

G 2 Anno 
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Anno 39* H. 3. 1 244. Richard de Percye hdd Tadcafter 
manor extented, SpofFord manor extented> Linton manor, 
Topclifie manor, Settell manor; and Rahened, Fromden, 
Weftby, Malgham, Threikeld, Afhlcy, Gcrfington Villsj 
CattoQ m^nor extented, NafFerton manor extented, Wanikard 
manor, Fofton and Lekinton. Claudius, c. xii. p. 3. 

Anno 8. £d. 2. 1 3 14. Henry de Percy died feized of thirty-- 
two manors and vills in Yorkfhire, among which ahnoft all 
thole in Richard Percy's tenure above recited are enumerated, 
and Semer manor near Scardeburgh extented, the original 
tenure of Emma de Port Lady of Scardeburgh, and firft fe- 
male anceftor of this noble houfe here in England is exprefsly 
mentioned ; and there are befides upwards of an hundred and 
fifty fees held by knights fervice under the aforesaid Henry de 
Percy. He left Henry, his fon and next heir, aged thirteen 
years. Claudius, c. xii. p. 35. 

This manufcript Claudius, c. xii. feldom mentions any of 
the holdings of any of the parties but what are fituated in the 
county of York ; but in Claudius, c. x. there are extra^ 
from an* efcheat taken after the aforefaid Henry Percy's death,, 
and other efcheats, which ferve materially to confirm the idea 
of the reunion of the different branches of that houie by mar- 
riage, and give a more comprehcnQve view of their pofileillons 

in 
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in other counties by afcertaining what he held de dominico fixoy 
and what jointly with his wife Aleonore de jure uxoiis as above 
fiated. Anno 8. Ed. 2. I3.i4* Henry de Percy the manors. 
oC Semer, Catton and Topclifle, item cafUe and barony o£ 
Alnewick, NorthumbeHand^ Claudius, c. x. p» 59^ 

Anno 25. Ed» 3. 135 2» Henry de Percy held the caftleand: 
manor of Alnewkk aa parcel of the barony of Alnewick,. and 
the manor and vitt oi gceac Houghton, and the manors and 
▼ills of Tugh^, Swinhoe, Chalton, A]achan„ with the cafUe 
and manor of Warkworth, in N(»thimibecland j. Henry Percy,, 
ion and heir, aged thirty years» Claudius^ c. x» p» 124.* 

Amio 42. E» 3» 1374. P^ fe Percy held the caftle andma- 
m&t of Alnewick in d(»ninico iuo ut de fcedo talUato cum villis 
ec aliis i^i>JcFiptis, Burgam de Alnewicke et Alnemouth, as^ 
pared ^ the b^ony of Ahiewicke^ Item multa^aHa maneria 
in comitatibui Eborae, Lincolnis, Leiceftris,, et London,,, 
Ha^dcxts Percy flHus Qt hseres^ Claudius, ex. p.. 157^ 

Anno 4^v E. 3. Henricu^ Ifi Percy le Pier,, de. haBreditate- 

• In proof of the fupcribr weight and pre-eminence of the Pfcrcy fiunily in; 
^e CQunty of Y<^, ^f i^i$.^{pe> it appears ^ot^ the rolls of parliament that 
toward the array of men at arms Hobelers and archers for Scotland from the. 
county of York, anno 13. £.3. 1340. Mo^fieui^ le Percy brought 120 men at 
arms, and 200 archers. The next highedf numbers are, Le Counte D'Arege» 
4f3 nien s|t; Mms« 100 9fc\icrp. MiHiQeur de Neville 80 men at arm;s, 200 ar- 
chers. Moniieur le Lucy 60 men at arms, 200 archers.. Monfieur de Mow- 
Iwey 6q mptk ftf anps^ ioo. vrcluxk Yids. H^EtMaBufe. ly). 14. g. 59.. 

Joannae- 
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Joanns quae fuit uxor ejus, a certain parcel of the manor of 
Bokenham in Norfolk, as parcel of the barony of TatteOiuU. 
Claudius, ex. p. 158. 

. > Anno 46- E. 3. Margaret, late wife of Henry de Percy, 
Knt. held in dower of the inheritance of William de Roos, of 
Hamlake, her former hufband, Lintwi fupp: Qwfe, in co. 
Ebor. ItemWragby, in co. Lincoln; item Orfton & Wor- 
fop, in CO. Nottinghamiae : Thomas, brothet of William Roos, 
her late hufband, heir. Claudius, c. x. p. 79. 

This Sir Thomas Percy, admiral of the north, married Eli- 
zabeth, one of the daughters, of David Strabolgie,' the laft 
Earl of Athol of that name ; and by her had Henry Percy, 
who afterwards became Earl of Ath<^, in king Henry the 
Fourth's reign, and left ifTue Lucia, his (ble daughter and 
heir, married to Sir Thomas Brough, Knt. ; Henry Percy 
(created temp. H. 4.) Earl of Athol, the fon of Sir Thomas 
Percy, Knt. and of Elizabeth, his wife, one of the daughters 
and coheirs of David Strabology, Earl of Athol, had ifliie 
Lucie, his daughter and heir, married to Sir Thomas Brough, 
Knt. of whom is defcended the Lord Brough now living. 
Harl. Manufc. 7321. p. 30. 

7 J. Adm. north, anno 3. Ri, adi. Willielmus de Elmham 
eques aucatus conftituitur admdrallus verfus partes boreales, 

odavo 
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odavo die Martis, anno tertio Ricardi fecundi, et permanfit in 
eodem officio ufque ad viceflunum fextum diem Odobris ejuf- 
dem anni. 

72. Adm. weft, anno 3. Ri. 2di. Philippus Courtney 
eques auratus regis confenguineus ex illuftri cortneionim comi- 
tum Devoniae familia originem ducens, conftituitur admirallus 
verfus partes occidentales eodem die Martii o<5tavo, anno tertio 
Ricardi fecundi, 1379 ; et permanfit in eodem officio ufque ad 
diem viceffimum fecundum Mali, anno 5. Ri. 2. Fauftina, c. ix. 

Of Sir William Elmham I have not been able to difcover 
any trace ; I Ihall only premife an obfcrvation that there is an 
hiatus in the appointment to the northern diftrid of the ad- 
miralty for the two following years, from the 26th of Odo- 
ber, 3d Ri. ad, when Sir William Elmham went out ; there 
is no fubfequent appointment entered in either of the manu- 
icripts I e^tradl from, until Sir Walter "Fitzwalters, appointed 
Odober 26, anno 6. Ri. 2. 

. Sir Philip Courtney was a dcfcendant of Hugh Courtney, 
the firft Earl of Devon of that name, in right of Margaret^ 
the wife of Thomas Courtney, his grandfather, daughter of 
William de Ripaiiis, Earl of Devon and Lord of the Ifle of 
Wight. This Sir Philip Courtney died without iflue before 

thefixth of Henry the Fourth, pofTefTed of the mannor of 

Harrington, 
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Hamngton, in Deronfhire, m fee tail, with remsdnder to Iu» 
brodier, Peter Courtney and hi& heirs male, as appears from 
the following cfcheat. 

Anno 6. H. 4. Petrus Courtney miles dbi et hsredibus {iiis 
malculis ma&eriiBn de Eft Coker, et ccmjundim cum Margareta 
uxore ejus manerium de Raden, quodque Edwardus Courtney, 
comes Devc»i eft confanguineus et haeres, videlicet filius £d« 
wardi fratris praedi^ Petri. 

Idem Petrus tenuit maneriimi de Harrington (in co. Devon) 
iibi et iiiis mafculis (haeredibus) pro defedu Philipii Courtney 
tnilitis fratris ejufileni PetrL 

Item tenuit de jure Magarets, uxoris fuse, manerium de 
Iker dentrivifche in comitatu Wilt. Ckudius, c. x. p. 265. 

See alio the pedigree of Geraldus Camerarius. HarL Ma- 

» 

nu(c. 294. p. 2. 

73. Adm. north, anno 6. Ri. 2. 1382* Waltcrus Fitzwalter 
eques auratus dominus de Wodham, {x>nftituitur admirallus 
veHus partes boreales Angliae, die viceillmo iexto Odobris, 
anno fexto Ricardi fecundi ; et permanfit in eodem ofiicio uf» 
que ad tertiodecimum Novembris, anno 7. RL ^di. 

74. Adm. weft. Johannes de Rupibus^quesamatus admi- 
rallus verfus pajtes occidentales Angldae, vice£Kmo lecundo die 

* Maii, anno 5. Ri. 2di. et permanfk in -eodem officio ofque 

2 ad 
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nd diem 13. Novembris, anno 7, R. 2. (Nov. 19. in Otho, 
E» ix.) Fauftina, c, ix, 

I can find no trace of John de Rupibus in the efcheat 
books. Walter Fitzwalter was the head of a noble houfe of 
great poiTeflions and refpedability, from early times to the 
tenth year of king Henry the Sixth, when Walter Fitzwalter 
died and left Elizabeth, the wife of John Radcliffe, his 
daughter and heir. This family pofTefied (exclufively of the 
barony of Fitzwalter) a mediety of the barony of Laummale, 
derived from the marriage of Robert Fitzwalter (a younger 
branch) Lord of the .manor of Shopiland, in Eflex, in the 
reign of Henry the Third, with Devorguilla, who, with her 
iifter Haweife, were daughters and coheirs of John de Bufgo, 
who was. Lord of the manor of Wakerly, in Northampton- 
{hire : and in right of his wife Haweife died moreover pofV 
fe0ed, anno 3. Ed. i, of the manor and advpwfonof Warke; 
and alfo of the whole barony of Laummale, in Northampton* 
{hire ; and of the manor of Hallingbury and advowfon in 
NcH-thamptonfhire ; and aifo of- the manor and advowfop of 
Lexden, in Eflex, as of the barony x)f Laummale. . Vide 
Claudius, c. x. p. 59. and Harl. Manuic.'82i. p. 32. 

This Robert Fitzwalter^ .or at Ic^ his i:€prcfentative, m 
ihelie tenures of the fame .n^uney ^isd a^o 19; £, 2. ,f ^25, 

r H feized 
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ieized of the manors of Wooclliam Walters, Burnham, Rcyn- 
don, Dunmowe parva, Henham„ Wynbifti, Tcye and Lex- 
don, in Eflex : and that all thefe manors, with others in Nor- 
folk and Suffolk, are held of the king in capite for an entire 
barony, hy the fervice of three knights fees. Item the manor 
of Hemenhall, in Norfolk. Claudius, c. xiu p. 48. 

Anno 2. Ed. 3d. 1529. Robert Fitzwalter died feized of 
Woodham Walters, &e. in Effex, and the manor of Shymp- 
Kng, in the county of Suffolk ; and that John is his fon and 
immediate heir. Claudius, e. x. p. 76* 

Anno 37. Ed. 3d. 13^63. Joanna, Jate wife of Robert Fitz- 
walter died feized of Henham and Shenfkld manors, Eflex, 
and of Shympling manor, in Suffolk, as of the barony of 
Fitzwalter. Item Hemenhall manor in Norfolk. Cktidius, 

Xi, X. p. 148. V . 

Anno 35. E. 3. 1361. John Fitzwalter, dominus de 
Woodham died feized (nearly a& before) and of the mancn- of 
Dyjfle, in Norfolk. Claudius, c. x. p. 142. 

This John was probably the father or elder brotfier, or at 
leaft the^ immediate predeceffor in the barony of Fitzwalter, 
of this admiral Walter Fitzwalter, who married Joanna * * ♦ 
and died anno 10. of king Richard the Second. 

Anno 10. R. a. Walter Fitzwalter held the manor of Bum- 
ham 
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ham of the king in chief, as parcel of the barony of Fitz- 
Walter, half the lordfhip of Maldon ; the manor of Wood- 
ham Walters, and the manor of Crixhcath, in E^x, and 
that Walter is his fon and heir. 

Item the manors of Lexden and great Tay, in Eflex. 

Item the manors of Afhe, Dunmowe parva, Reydon, and 
the manor of Henham, in Effex. 

Item Schympling manor, in the county of Suffolk. 

Item the manors of Hcmcnhall, Dyfle, and Fincham, in 
the county of Norfolk. 

Item the third part of the manor of Egrcmonde, in the 
county of Cumberland, and that Walter is his fon and next 
heir. 

I have only farther to obferve of this noble houfe,' that the 
male line failing, by the death of Walter Lord Fitzwalter, 
anno lo. H. 6. and after the death of Elizabeth, his wife, 
anno 4 th Ed. 4. the manors of Woodham Walters, Bum- 
ham, Henham, and Dunmowe, in Effex, veiled in Elizabeth, 
their daughter and heir, the wife of Sir John Radcliffe, Knt. 
See the efcheats. . Claudius, c. x. p. 331. and ad annum 
4. Ed. ,4.. , . 

r. :f75' Ai^no 7. Rieardifecimdi, .1 3^31 JHenry Percy, Earl 
of Northumberland waS appointed iadmiral.of the north; and 

H 2 76. Edward 



76. Edward Courtney, Earl of DevoiT> admrral of the 
weft, on the nineteenth day of November, anno 7. Ri. 263^ 
J 38 3. Otho,. c. ix. 

This Henry de Percy, eldeft fbn aend heir c£ Henry le 
Percy le Pier mentioned beforey was after the death of 
Henry de Mowbray,, the kft Earl of Northuniberland, of that 
houfe, created Earl of Northumberland by king Richard 
the Second, at the day of his coronation in. Weftminfter-hally 
as appears from, the following eitrad. 

At the coronation before dinner in Wcflminfter-haB, the 
king Richard the Second created his uncle, Thomas of Wood- 
ftock, Earl of Buckingham ; Henry Percy, Earl of Nor- 
thumberland J John de Mowbray of Axholme, Earl of Not- 
tingham : and Guychard d* An^le, Earl of Huntingdon : and 
knighted John fon of Thomas Roos of Hamlake, Robert de 
Giey de Rotherfield; Richard fon of Gilbert Talbot, Ge- 
rard Ion of Warren de Lifle, Michael fon of Michael <fe 
Ja Pole, Richard de PcMiyngs, Robert de Harrington, and 
Thomas de la Mare, to be knights to the aforefaid Earls for 
the enfuii^ joufts during the time of dinner. The day fol- 
lowing the king, with all the nobles, court, &c. went in pro- 
cefHon through the city to St. Paul's churdi, where a fermoit 
was preached by the Bifhop of Rochefter,. the treafurer ; to 

implore 
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ioiplore the Pi vine favour of the King of Ilings, and profpe^ 
rity to the king and kingdom. Vide Cotton Manufc. Ne^ro Dviv 

This Henry ?ercjr, the firff Earl of N<Mthumberland, died 
anno 9Ch Henry 4, and it was remarkahk that as well this 
hmve Ear) as his two immediate iucccfibrs in. thatearldom^ 
clofed their career of glory in the field of battle. 
' Henricvis Percy occifus apixi Bramham ^oor centra r^m>, 
19 die FebnHurii,. anno nono regis Henrici quarti, 1408. 

'Henry Percy, his grandibn, from hi? fon. Henry,, teftorcd 
in parliament, anno 2. H. 5, killed in the hattW at Saiftt Al^ 
ban's, 22- May, anno 33. H, 6. 14 54, and 
^ . Henry Pefcyj. his fon,killed in the battle of SRirebnm, on 
the a9th of March, anno ». E.: ^ 1460^ Vide Ha^l. Mar- 
nufc^ 807. p. 71^ .'■' 

Edward Conrtney, fifth E^ of Pevon of' ^f ^^m^, wa^: 
Edward fon of-Hngh €owtneyv Earl of Devon, who died' 
aimp 51.. Ed- 3d, and he died anno the fe^ntfeiof ppniy thfi 
Fifth, and left H^igh. .Courtney-, E;iit.hi«f,fpjt and imm^iat^ 
^eir, C^udijoSjC. X- p. 292; ' • ' ; 

77. Anno 8. R. 2. 138^. Thomas P^^cy, eques auratos,. 
.Brother of Henry Earl of Northumberland, oonftituitiir ady 
mirallus verfuspa^es jjo*eale& ^^ispyvjceflimo nono, die JgrP 
nuarii, anno odavo Ricardi fecundi. 

7B* Johano^&«d]fii^Qn»,$nQrJki4i-]i>iuumis aptid J^ni^ 

Memi 
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(alem in Anglia, admirallus verfus partes occidentales eodem 
die. Otho, c. ix. 

79. Anno 9; R. 2. 1385. SirPhillipDarc)r,Knt.LordDarcy,. 
admiral of the north, appointed the 226. o( February, and 

80. Sir Thomas Trivet, Krit. admiral of the weft, the fiifnc 
day. Fauftina, c. ix. * 

81. Anno 10. R. 2. 1386. Richard Fitzalan, jxmior. Earl 
of Arundel and Surrey, was conftituted admiral of En^and, 
December the tenth, in the tenth year of king Richard the Se- 
•eond, and continued in the fame ofHce to the eighteenth day 
of May, anno 12. R. 1. Fauftina j c. ix. 

' ' This Richard Fitzalan, junior, was the fon of Richard Fitzalan, 
who was reftored in blood, honours and pofleillons in king Ed- 
ward the Third^sreign, andin the famereign he was elededkni^t 
of the mbft noble order of the Garter into the ftall the tenth of 
the prince's fide, alter the death of Sir NigellLorang, a founder, 
and was put t6 death at London in the twentieth year of king 
Ridhard the Sedwid. Harl. Manulc. 234. circiter page no. 

He was one of the five Lords Appellants who, with 
his colleagues, Thomas Diike of Gloucefter, Henry Earl 
■of Derby, Thomas Eafl of Warwick, and Thomas Earl 
Marflial^; ' together "with Thomas Arundel then Bffliop of 

* TI\c above. Sir PJiilip. Darcy, anno 20. R. 2d, held Yann njaaor, Afelby 
■manor and Aldwicke maholr; /and' ten lu»^ts Teip^ n,Moii6<{VMitt in YorkQiire. 
Claydius, c. xii. ad ann.' 

Ely, 
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Ely, - the chancellor afterwards Archbifliop of Caiiter- 
burjr; devifed and executed, anno i ith of king Richard the 
Second, the high commiflion of inqueft, under the CssuOtiott 
of an exprefs ftati.te of parliament ; and of an oath of fealty 
taken by all the Lords, the reprefentative of the Commons in 
{)arliament, and the principal perfons throughout the kii^- 
dom, to defend iand fupport them in the execution of the 
high powers cdmitutted to them ; and with the fubfequent 
ftatute of paidoii and indemnity to the Duke of Gloucefter 
and the Earls, of .Arundel and Warwick, pafled in parlian^enst 
«nnd.ii . R.-2,jai}d^ fteond pardon from' the king to the Earl of 
Arundel, anno i6. R, 2. Vide Hail. Manufc. 21. adannos. 
, And ye*,;.n6twithftanding all thefe circumftances, anno 21. 
R. 2., after a previous pardon and indemnity pafled by par- 
liament to the Eafl of Derby, and the Earl Marfhal ; the 
Archbiihop of Canterbury, and the Earls of Arundel and 
Warwick, were all feverally arraigned, attainted and fentenced 
to death or banifliment and forfeiture of all their lands in fee 
or feetail of which they had been feized refpedively, previous 
to the 19th of November, anno 10. R. 2, and of all their 
^opds and chattels, &c... The Archbifhop of Canterbury 
(late Riihop of Ely) for that, he as chancellor procured, and 
as Chief executed the fame commifHon, viz. to himfelf and 
the five Lords Appellants to refoi;m. th£ abufes in. the Aate,, 

made 
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made traiteiyjufly in the tenth year of king Richard the Second. 
(Vide Harl. Manufc. No. 2 1 - p. 199.) and the Earls of Anmdd 
and Warwick, for their proceedings under the (aid conimiflloh. 

The Duke of Gloucefter had been previoufly bafely 
murdered in prifbn, at Calais, without arraignment, trial, 
defence cm* anfwer, according to law; but upon the al- 
ledged ground of a confefficxi figned hf bimfelf in prifbn at 
Calais, before William Rickill, one of the king's juftices, 
read in parliament, and publifhed to the world in a mutilated 
ftate however, as app«u-s by Rykill's own cbnief&on ; ne was, 
after his death, adjudged in parliament ^ a traitor, and his 
late lands, goods and chattels forfeited. 

The Archibifhop of Canterbury was likewifeadjudgedatrakor, 
his lands, ^xkIs and chattels forfeited, and himfelf fent^iced 
to banifhment. The two remaining Earls were adjudged to die 
as traitors, and to forfeit as before : the unhappy Earl of Arun- 
del's fentence was mitigated, for that he was come of noble 
blood and houfe. (Vide Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 208.) The 
king pardoned him the execution of hanging, drawing and 
quartering, and granted that he fhould be beheaded; and 
therefore commandment Was given to Thbmas Morley, Lieu- 
tenant of the Marfhal, to do exfecution next to the Tower of 
London ; and fb the laid Earl was beheaded the feme day. 
The Earl of Warwick's fentence was, at the interceflion of 

the 
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the Lords Appellants and the Commons, was changed for ba- 
nifhment in the Ifle of Man, during his life. 

All thefe proceedings were carried on by the High Court of 
Parliament underafimilar fpecialhighcommifllon, (equally irre- 
gular and illegal with the preceding one, in the eleventh year of 
king Richard,) conftituting Edward Earl of Rutland, Thomas 
Earl of Kent, John Earl of Huntington, Thomas Earl of Not- 
tingham, John Earl of Somerfet, John Earl of Salop, Tho- 
mas Lord le Defpenfer, and William le Scroop, Lords Apel- 
lants ; with nearly fimilar engagements upon oath taken by the 
Lords, Commons and clergy in parliament, who (wore by the 
ihrine of St. Edward, that they would obferve all ordinances 
of this parliamait. Ena<5ting moreover by common aflent, 
that the faid oath fliould be enrolled in the chancery ; fb as 
the fucceflbr of every Bifhop, and the heir of every Lord, 
fhould fwear the fame before their livery had of their tem- 
poralties. Vide Rot. Pari. 2i? R. 2. m. 21. 

They farther enabled by exprefs ftatute that ncMie fhould go 
about to repeal any thing done againft the parliament of the ele- 
venth of Richard the Second ; the bifhops moreover pronounc- 
ing an excommunication, and providing cenfures, againft all 
fuchas fhould impugn the fame. Vide Rot. 21. R; 2. m. 20. 
Harl. Manufc. 21. p. 200. 
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And jet notwithflanding all thefe powers, engagements^ 
and fecurities before two years elapfed ; after the revolutioof 
and acccffion of king Henry the Fourth, in the firft year of 
his reign, all thefe proceedings of the parliament of thef late 
king Richard the Second wefe repealed^ and at the petition 
of the Commons fix of the eight Lords Appellants were 
arraigned and tried for their proceedings under the high: 
commiffion, by the high court of parliament j where, in their 
prefcnce Sir William Thirming, Chief Juftice of the King's: 
Bench, in a Ipeech fiill in prefervation in placita corons, anno 
primo regis Henrici quarti (Vide Harl. Manufc. no. 21. p. 225,. 
&c.) after enlarging on the nature of their offence, " that the 
'^ king and his temporal Lords thought that this appeal and 
" the matter contained there was (o great and fo high, and Co 
** much harm and mifchief fell thereof ; that is to fay, ibme 
** perfbns did come in prifon, forfeitures of heritages and dif- 
** herif(»is,, fubverfion of the law of the land, high eflate and 
•f great taking becaufe of their forfeitures ; in great oppreflion. 
** and charge of the common people of the realm ; and all 
** begun and proceeded out of the courfe of the common law, 
** fo that by the courfe of the common law of the crown it 
" might not well be redrefled nor punifhed but by the king 
** and his lords peers of this realm, in this high court of par- 
** liament; wherefore all thefe temporal lords thought, there 

«' fhould: 
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'« fhould be fuch judgment givai in this caufe upon tliefe 
" Lords Appellants, as might be lafety and fiirety principally 
** to the king's high cftatc, and Salvation and fiircty of the 
** other eftates of the realm, with mercy and grace of the king, 
" as it longeth to him arid to his royal eftate in his own difcre- 
** tion ; and over this on the mom, that is to wit, on the Friday 
" (in the feaft of St. Faith) the king communed with the Spiri- 
;** tual Lords of this fame matter in as much as might be 
" communed with them for honefty of their eftates of holy 
** kirke. The which thought that it were well done (with- 
•* out death or any other thing that they might not honeftly 
** afl^t to nor fpeak of ) ; for to put fuch punifhment and 
** fuch chaftizing in this cafe that it might be good furety as 
** it is aforefaid, and good example in time coming to them 
** and to others, that they fall no more in mifchief. Upon 
** which the king aiid all thcfe lords aforefaid, having confide- 
** ration," &c. and (after reciting divers confiderations, &c. 
which, for brevity fake, I here omit, Sir William Fleming, the 
Chief Juftice, proceeds as follows verbatim). " Upon which 
** the lords in this parliament, by the aflent of the king, 
doom and adjudge and decree, that the Dukes of Albemarle, 
Surry and Exeter, that be here prefent and appellants, 
^* lofe and forego from them and their heirs thefe names that 
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" they have now as Dukes," (to which they had been created on 
the Saturday in the Michahnas week, anno 21. R. 2. VideHarl. 
Manufc. 21. p. 200.) ** and the woHhip and the dignity there- 
" of ; and the Marquis of Dorfet, (created as before,) here 
" prefent, from him and his heirs the name of Marquis ; and 
" the Earl of Gloucefter here prefent, (created as before) the 
** name of Earl and the worfhip thereof: and all thecaftles, 
•* manors, lordfhips and other poffeflions, franchifes and liber- 
** ties, goods and chattels ; of which goods and chattels the 
** king was not anfwered nor ferved of that they had of them 
th^ appealed and forfeited at that time, the day of thearreft 
of the Duke of Gloucefter and other lords, (or at any time 
** Sithen) fimply without any grace or mercy ; and all other 
** caftles, manors, lordfhips and poffeflions, franchifes and 
** liberties that they had of the king's gift at that fame day, 
'* or fithence in the king's grace and in his mercy ; and that 
*< all the patents or charters that they or any of them hath of 
** thefe namesj caftles, manors, lordfhips and pofleflions, 
** franchifes and liberties, be yielded up into chancery, there 
^* to be cancelled ; and that they dwell only in the ftite that 
*' they had in name and poffeflion before the fame day of the 
*' arreft ; and that they fee none of them give no liveries of 
'' feigneurs, and make no retinue of men, but of officers 
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" neceffary ; out of their houfhold for to govern their lands and 
" poflcflions ; and of counfel, that conveniently belongs to 
** their eftate. And over this the temporal lords, by the af- 
" fent of the king, adjudgeth and awardeth, that if thefe 
" Lords Appellants, or any of them, ever be adherents to Ri- 
** chard that was king and is depofed in counfel, help or com- 
fort againft that depofition or judgment, or judgments, or- 
dinances or affirmances in this parliament, touching the per- 
fon of the fame Richard ; that they be in pain of trcafon, 
** and for fuch holden and reputed. 

" And for as much as there hath been and is great clamour 
" and noife among the people, that fome of their men have 
*' done great extortions, wrongs and oppreffions to the people; 
" infomuch that it hath been faid, that fome men that were 
" with them, under colour of their lordfhips and high eftates 
" that their lordfhips were in, have taken much more by ex- 
'* tortion and oj^reffion of the king's people, and by main- 
" tenance of quarrels, than all the remanents of all their live- 
" lihoods amounted to ; wherefore all the lords, by affent of 
" the king, adjudge and award, that proclamation he made 
" throughout all the realm, that if any man will complain to 
** them of any of the lords, or of any of their men that be 
*' with themj or have been in thefe timesj, oj any extortions, 
, ^ wrongs. 
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wrongs or opprdlions done to them by them, to come and 
remedy ihall be dome to them." Harl. Manufc no. 21. 
p. 226. 

The Commons lAoreover petitioned the king and lords for 
the reverfai of die erroneous appeal and judgment of the late 
Richard, and reftitution of Thomas fon and heir of the &id 
Richard Earl of Anmdel adjudged and executed, anno 21. 
R. 2. and that the reccM-ds of the inheritance and pofleilions 
of the faid Richard, late Earl of Arundel and Surrey, erazed 
and embezzled in confequence <^ the erroneous, falfe appeal, 
fentence and execution ; may be re-exemplified in the rolls, in 
favour of Thomas, the pre^t Earl, to iecure and perpetuate 
the faid Thomas his title and that of his heirs ; with iimilar 
petitions in fevourof the Archbifhop of Canterbury (late Bifhop 
of Ely, ) and Thomas Beauclump Earl of Warwick, for reftitution 
and reverfel of judgment, &c, and another general petition like- 
wife, for Teverfalol judgment and fiill reftitution, as well to many 
of the great lords of the realm as to very many others of all eftates 
and degrees j who by felfe appeds and accufations preferred 
againftthem, in the laft parliament held at Weftminfter and by 
adjournment at Shrewfbury ; have been adjudged as traitors, and 
to forfeit their lordfhips^ manors, lands, tenements, reverfions, 
fees, advQwfon% poileflions^ and hereditaments of every kind, 

as 
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is well in fee tail as in fee {imple ; and likewise of other lands, 
and tenements with which others were enfeoffed for thdr uie 
and benefitr 

To the firft petition m favonr of the archbiihop. Rot. Pat. 
I. H. 4. m, 109. the king anfwered, le Roy le voet. 

To the fecond, in (slvout of Thomas Earl of Arundel, the 
anlwer, " the king hath fliewed favour to Thomas now Earl,^ 
« and toothers, as appears from the record in this parUament.'* 
Membrane iiOr 

To the third, in favour of Thomas Earl of Warwick, 
(Membrane 1 11.) the anfwer, " the king hath already fhewed 
•* fevour to the Earl as before." 

To the fourth general: petition of the Commons for a general 
reverfal and reftitution, the anfwer is, *' The king hath been 
•* gracious mlnany points of this petition, as appears from the 
** record in this^roU of parliament j for the remaining points he 
•* will ^be advifedr*' See HarL Manufc no., 20. p. 56. and 
no. 21. p. 220. 

The candid and difpaflionate reader cannot but feel fome 
repugnance and difgufl, in oblerving that obfequious readinef& 
and extreme facility with which the two lafl-mentioned par- 
liaments, in thofe turbulent daysy reverfed the proceedings of 
their predeceflbrs i inftituted under every folemn precaution 

of 
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pf fecurity and indemnity, which human policy could devife; 
£indioned by the facred obligation of oaths, as well within as 
without its walls, and the inhibitory fulmina of ecclefiaftical 
fcntences ; and ftill more at the fevere treatment fhewn to the 
Lords Appellants in both inftances : but they were grounded 
if not juftified in both refpeds, by the ancient common law 
of this kingdom, as declared and confinned by the ordinance 
or ftatute made by twenty Lords Spiritual and Temporal ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, and pafTed in parliament the fifth 
day of Odober, anno quinto Edwardi fccundi 1311, and 
proclaimed by the Bifhop of Salifbury in Saint Paul's cathedral 
the fame day. 

It confifts of forty-fix articles, or chapters of which I will 
beg leave to lay the thirty-fecond and thirty-fourth chapters 
before the reader. 

Cap. 32. Sur ceo que mults de gents fontdeflais en le court 
le roy de leur demand, par taunt que la partie allegge, que les 
demandants ne devroient eftre refponduz faunz le roi ; et 
auxint multz dez gentz grevez par miniftres le roy encountre 
droiture, des queux grcvances homme ne purra recoverir faunz 
commun parlement : nous ordinons que le roy tienne par- 
lement une fois per an, ou deux fois fi meflier foit ; et ceo 
en lieu convenable; et que en mefmts Ics parlements foicnt 

les 



{ 6s ) 

les plees qui font en la dite forme deflates, et les plees la 6u 
les juflices font en divers opinions, recordez et tetminez: et 
en mefme la maniere foient les billes tenninez qui livres (bient 
en parlement fi avant come lei et refbn le demande. 

Gap. 34. Einfement nous ordinons, que tous les eftatuts 
qui font faits en amendement de la lei, et au profit du peuple, 
par les anceftres notre feigneur le roi, foient gard&z et main- 
tenuz fy en avant, come eftre devroient par la lei et refon : 
iflint que eux ne foient contraires a la grant chartre, ne a la 
chartre de la foreftc, ne en contre les ordinances par nous faits. 
Et fi nul eftatut foit fait encountre la forme dcfluldite, fbit 
tenu pur nul, et tout outrement defait. Claudius, D. 2. p. 
295. 

The reader, I truft, will pardon my having digrefled at 
fome length, in giving a fummary (ketch of the outline of the 
above irregular proceedings in thofe turbulent times, a liberty 
I fliall indulge myfelf in very fparingly, if at all, now we are 
got to the fifteenth century ; as the genercd fcope and plan of 
the work will not admit of it. My motive was to contraft 
them in the public judgment and opinion, with that happy 
tranquillity, perfeft fecurity and fure protection in his perfonal 
fafety, rights and property, which every fubjed of thefe realms 
now rgoices, under our mofl excellent laws and conflitution, 
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confirmed, improved and perfeded as they arc at prelent ; and 
the more fo, as thefe ftrange events and vicillitudes of thofe 
unfettled times have, muft, and I truft, ever will operate, as an 
imprefGve memento to all perfons, however high in rank, fitua- 
tlon, power and influence ; not to demean and proflitute them- 
felves in ever becoming the inilruments under any commifllon 
or powers whatfoever, to trample down the barrier of , the laws 
and conftitution, in order to gratify the ambition, malice, re«> 
venge or interefted views of any predominant party, fadion, 
intereft or power whatever. 

I have only to add, with refped to this unfortunate admiral, 
Richard Earl of Arundel, that befides his fon Thomas, who 
was reftored in blood, honours and pofTeflions by king Henry 
the Fourth, and three daughters that furvived their brorher 
Thomas, he probably had another daughter Philippa, mar-~ 
ried to Richard Sergeaux, who was left a widow, and died 
anno i . H. 4. leaving four daughters cc^irs ; and that his 
fon Thomas the next Earl of Arundel died anno 3. H. 5- 
leaving his three fiflers coheirs, as appears from the following 
efcheats. 

Anno I. A* 4* 1399' Philippa Sergeaux, late wife of Ri- 
chard Sergeaux, knight, the manor of Tremodrats in Com- 
wal, and that Elizabeth, wife of William Mainey, knight, 

aged 
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aged twenty-one years ; Phillippa, aged eighteen years, iiiar- 
ried to * * * * of St. Alban's ; Alice and Joanna, aged fcven 
years, are the daughters snd heirs of the aforefaid Philippa and 
Richard her late hulband. Claudius, c. x. p. 249. 

Anno 1. H. 4. Richard, the laft Earl of Arundel, feized 
of the manor of Chepping Norton in Oxfordfliire, gave it to 
Richard Sergeaux and Philippa, his wife, and Richard, and 
afterwards Philippa, his wife died feizfed of the fame ; after 
whofe death the aforefaid manor defcended to Elizabeth, Phi- 
lippa, Alicia, and Joanna, daughters and coheirs of the afore- 
faid Richard and Philippa Sergeaux ; and afterwards the afore- 
named Joanna and Elizabeth died, to whom remain Philippa 
and Alice, fitters and heirs. See Claudius, c. x. p. 253. 

Anno 4th of king Henry the Fifth, 1315. Thomas Earl 
of Arundel, jointly with Beatrice his wife, held the manor of 
Rynaler in Wiltfhire, and that Elizabeth Dutchefs of Nor- 
folk now wife of Gerard Ufflete kn^ht, and Joanna Beau- 
champ baronefs of Abergavenny, and Margaret of Arundel 
wife of Roland Lenthall knight, are fitters and heirs of the 
afwefaid Thomas Earl of Arundel. Claudius, c. x. p. 285, 

82. Anno 12, of Richard the Second, annoD. 1388, John 
de Beaumont, baron of Folkingham, was conttituted admiral 
of the north, on the 20th day of May j and 
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83. John Holand Earl of Huntingdon, younger brother oi 
Thomas Earl of Kent, was conftituted admiral of the weft on 
the e^hteenth day of May, anno 12. R. 2. Fauftina, c. 9, 

Sir John Beaumont, Lord Beaumont de Folkingham, was 
anno 19. R. 2. eleded knight of the moft noble order of the 
Garter into ftall the thirteenth on the fovereign's fide, after 
the death of Sir John Devereux, (Harl. Manufc. 234.) and 
died the year foUow^g, as appears from the following efcheat. 

Anno 20. R. 2. Johannes de Bello Monte Chr. tenuit die 
quo obiit the manor of Whelewicke and two parts of the ma- 
nor of Sykepefhede, in Leicefterfhire. 

Item the manOTs of Carlington, Dichebume and Pill in 
Northumberland. 

Item the manor of Barton, with the pafi^e over the 
Humber, the manor and advowfon of Thorefwey, and of 
Lindewode, and the manors of Wellbume, and caftle Folk- 
ingham and Edenham Bafton and their advowfbns in Lincoln- 
fhire, and that Henry de Beaumont is his fon and next heir. 

Item the manor of Kerftey in Suflex. 

Item the aforefaid John de Bello Monte held in Lincoln/hire 
^e manor of Brethan, with the Lordfhip called the Ho- 
nour of Brethan ; the manors of Therley and Brotelby. 

Item the caftle of Chefter, with its appurtenances, to wit, 

caftk 
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caftle Grifleby, North Kelfey, South Kelfey,Hauton, Fulnetbyj 
the manor of Beftyby, in the pariflies of Beyfery, Hauwardly, 
Walde, Norton Gannerby. See efcheat, Harl. MSS. 807. p. 5 37. 
With regard to the next admiral, Sir John Holland, it is 
difficult to afcertain upon wlmt ground he is ftyled here Earl 
of Huntindon, as there is no creation to that title in the Har- 
leian Manufcript account of the old peerage, No. 5371, un- 
til the fourteenth year of Richard the Second, two years after 
this appointment ; from the creation of William Fines Lord 
Clinton, anno 9. E. 3. who left one Ible daughter and heir, 
married to Sir William Fitzwilliam, who in her right became 
JEarl of Huntindon, and died likewife without ifliie male by 
that marriage. John Holland, brother of Thomas Holland 
the Earl of Kent, was created Duke of Exeter, anno 21. 
R. 2. by the king fitting on his throne in parliament, as 
appears from the rolls of parliament of that year. John Hol- 
land Duke of Exeter left Henry his fon and heir Duke of 
Exeter and Earl of Huiitindon, who died with out iflue 
male ; and thcv title of the Dukedom of Exeter became 
extind until Thomas Beaufort, fon of John de Ghent, 
Duke of Lancafter, by Catherine Swinford, was created Duke 
of Exeter, anno i. H. 5. aiid no other creation appears to the 
earldom of Huntindon until the rdgti of Henry the Eighth, 

when 



( 70 ) 

when George Lord Haftings Botreaux and Molins was created 
Earl of Huntingdon. But the ftrange myftery is, that in the 
efcjheat books I find feveral obits of Earl of Huntindon of the 
name of Holland. 

Anno 2 H. 5. John Holland Earl of Huntindon heldDer* 
tington and Framington manors in Devonfhlre, in tail to hi$ 
heirs male, by Elizabeth his wife, and that Richard is his fbn 
and heir. Claudius, c. x. p. 282. 

Anno 4. Henry 5. Richard Earl of Himtindon, the manor 
of Blackdon, in Somerfet£hire, John de Holland his brother 
and heir, p. 288. - 

Anno 4. H. 5. Jc^n de Hoknd Earl of Huntindon, held 
Tromaton caflle and the manor in Comwal, and that Joanna 
de HcJand is his daughter and heir, p. 287. 

Anno 4* H. 6. Elizabeth, wife of John late Earl of Hun* 
tindon, the borou^ of Bamftaple, £cc. in Devon, and tiat 
John now Earl is heir. 

Without prefuming to attempt clearing up the difficulty of 
ascertaining of what branch the three laft-named Earls of 
Huntindon are, I {hall conclude this article with the following 
extra&s from Harl. Manure. 234. tempore R. 2. 

Jdin Holland Earl o£ Huntindon, afterwards created Duke 
of Exeter was, in the thirteenth year of king R. 2. eleded 
... ' knight 
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knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter ; and placed in 
the fourth ftall of the king's fide, after the death of William 
Montague Earl of Salifbuiy, a founder ; and he was beheaded 
at Plaflily in Effex, anno the firft of Henry the Fourth. 

John Holland, brother to the Earl of Kent, was created 
Earl of Huntindon, in the fourteenth year of king Richard the 
Second, and in the twentieth year, Duke of Exeter ; of whom 
there did deicend Henry Duke of Exeter, that died without 
iilue, and Anne, his fifter, that was married to Sir Thomas 
Neville, father of Ralph Neville, third Earl of Weftmorland; 
and Conftance, mother of Lord Grey of Ruthen and of Tho- 
mas Grey Lord Richmond, Harl. Manufc. 7371. tempore 
Ri. 2di. 

84. Anno 12. of Richard the Second, 1388. Johannes de 
Rupibus eques auratus was conftituted admiral of England the 
thirty firft day of May, of whom I have not yet been able to 
recover any trace in the efcheat books, &c. the {ame that was 
appointed to the wcftem diftrid in the fixth year of this 
reign. 

85. John de Beaumont (Baro de Folkingham, Otho, E. ix.) 
was appointed admiral of the north ; and 

86. John Holland Earl of Huntindon, younger brother of 
the Earl of Kent, was appointed admiral of the weft , both 

on 
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on the twenty-fecond day of June, anno thirteenth of Ri- 
chard the Second, 1389, aud both the fame as before, anno 
twelfth. of Richard the Second. And here it is evident, that 
in this year, and it is the firft inftance that has occurred to my 
obfenration, there were exifting at the fame time an admiral 
of England and an admiral of the northern and weflem diflridl 
of the admiralty likewife. Fauftina, c. ix. 

87. Anno 15. R. 2. 1391. Edward Earl of Rutland and 
Cambridge, eldeft fan of Edward de Langley, Duke of York, 
afterwards Duke of Albemarle, was conftituted admiral as well 
of the northern as of the weflem coafls of England (Novem- 
ber the 29th, Otho, £. ix.) and continued in that high office 
until the ninth of May, anno 21. Ri. 2di. Fauflina, c. ix. 

Edward Earl of Rutland, created Duke of Albemarle, and 
after Duke of York (was eleded knight of the mofl noble 
Order of the Garter) into flail the fourth of the prince's fide, 
anno twelfth of king Richard the Second, after the death of 
Sir Richard Biirley ; and was flain at Agincourt field, anno 
the third of king Henry the Fifeh. Harl. Manufc. 235. 

It appears from the father's efcheat, anno fourth of H. 4. 
that Edmund Duke of York gave up to his fbn, Edward Earl 
of Rutland long before his death, his lordfhip of Tindale in 
Northumberland, cum libertatibus . regalibus, &c. The Earl, 

at 
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at his father's death, was thirty years of age, anno the fourth 
of Henry the Fourth. Claudius, c. x. p. 260. 

Edward Plant^enet, fon and heir of Edmund of Langley, 
Duke of York, was created Earl of Rutland, in the four- 
teenth year of king Richard the Second ; and in the twentieth 
year of the fame reign he was created Duke of Aumarle by the 
kin^ in parliament, (and became one of the eight ]Lords Ap- 
pdyiants) but was dej)rived of the title of Duke, anno the firft of 
Henry the Fourth; and after the death of his father, anno 2. 
JrU 4> he was Duke of York, and he was (lain in the battle 
of Agincourt, and had no iflue. Karl. Manufc. 7371. 

88. Anno 21. R. 2. 1397. Jc^ Beaufort Marquis of Dor- 
fet (Earl of Scnnerfet and ienefchalof England, Qtho, £. ix.) 
fbn of John of Gaunt Puke of Lancailer by Catherine 
Swinford, and. brother of king Henry the Fourtii ; was ap- 
pointed adin^ verfus partes tarn boreales quam occidentales 
Angliae^ the ninth day of May, and contini^ed in that office 
until the fixteenth day of January in the following year, fau- 
fiina, c. ix. 

John Beaufort, fon to John Plantagenet, or John dc Ghent, 
Duke of Lancafter, by his third wife Catherine Swinfprd, was 
created Earl of Somerfet by king Richard the Second, in the 
fourteenth year of his reign ; and in his twentieth year (in the 

L rolls 
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rolls of parliament it was in the twenty-firfl year that all thofe 
creations were made by the king fitting upon his throne in fuU 
parliament); he was created the Marquis of Dorfet. He mar- 
tied Margaret, one oF the daughters and heirs of Thomas 
Holland EarJ of Kent, by whom he had iffue John Duke of 
Somerfet and Marquis of Dorfet ; and Edmund Earl of Mon- 
tague, and after Duke of .Somerfet. This John Marquis oB 
Dorfet (one of the eight Lords Appellants) was by parliament, 
in the firft year of Henry the Fourth, depofed from the dig- 
nity of Marquis Dorfet, and remained only Earl of Somerfet* 
Harl. Manufc. No. 7371. 

John Beaufort Earl of Somerfet, fon of John Plantagenet, 
or John of Ghent, captain of Calais, was eleded knight of 
the moft noble Order of the Garter, anno i . H. 4.. and placed 
in the ftall the thirteenth of the fov'eteign's fide ; after the 
death of ^r John Beaumont Lord of Folkingham, which hap- 
pened anno 20. Ri. 2di ; and he died anno ii. H. 4. See 
Hark Manufc. 235. 

Johannes nuper comes Somerfet de jure Margaretae uxoris: 
fuae mancrium de Bikley,. quodque Henricus Beaufort eft filius 
et haeres. Hark Manufc. 640. p. 274. 

This fon died anno 4. H. 6. as appears from the following 
efcheat* 

Comes 
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Comes Somerfet, anno 4. H. 6. * * * diverfe terrae in comi- 
tatu Somerfet, devenenint in manus regis ratione minoris aetatis 
Henrici filii et haeredis ejufdem nuper comitis ; quodque Jo- 
hannes Beauford eft frater et'haeres. Claudius, ex. p. 315. 

There is in the rolls of parliament, anno 2. H. 4, a petition of 
the Houfe of Commons and feconded by the Peers Spiritual and 
Temporal ; which, with the king's anfwer to it, bears fo very 
honourable a teftimony in favour of the two laft-mentioned 
brave and noble high admirals, the Earls of Somerfet and Rut- 
land ; that I am perfuaded my readers will not be difpleafed if 
I clofe my account of them with the infertion of it. 

Rot. Pari, anno 2. H. 4. Membrane 33. The fame day (on 
Wednefday the ninth of March), the Commons aforefaid fhew, 
how in the laft parliament certain judgments and ordinances 
were made and declared againft the Earls of Somerfet, Kent, 
Rutland, and others, as may appear from the rolls of judg- 
ments of the faid parliament there made ; and inafmuch as 
fince that time God of his Grace had feparated the good and the 
bad of the Lords and others above-named, as is now well known 
from their refpedlive condudt ; and that the aforefaid Earls of 
Rutland and Somerfet had approved themfelves good and loyal 
fubjeds of our moft . gracious fovereign, in their whole de- 
meanor lince. Wherefore the aforefaid Commons petition their 

. ' . L 2 gracious 
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gracious fovereign the king, that in confideration of their great 
loyalty and good behaviour, and how near they are to hinl in 
blood ; he would gracioufly be pleafed to declare them fuch 
loyal fubjedsj and reftored to their full honour and eftate here- 
afteirj as they were heretofore in liberties and feinchiies ; and 
in every refpeft as entirely as any other lords of the realm, 
hotwithftanding any judgment or ordinance that has been 
made to the contraiy. And upon this all the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, moft humbly kneeling upon their knees, united 
in the fame petition, in favour of the aforefaid Earls of Rut- 
land and Somerfet, in like manner as the Onnmons had done* 
Upon which his Majefty, with his dwn mouth in full parlia- 
ment, recorded the aforefaid Earls of Rutland and Somerfet, 
for their loyalty, and their good ahd dutiful behaviour to« 
wards him; and thanked the aforefdid Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the Commons ; for their jufl and honeft peti- 
tion and requefl in this behalf; and granted it entirely in its 
full purpcMit. Vide Harl. Manufc. No. 20. p. 77. and No» 
21. p. 229. 

89. Anno 22. R. 2. Thomas Percy Earl of Worcefter,. 
brother of Henry the Second Earl of Northumbeiland ol 
that name, was conflituted admirallus north etfouth Angluz \ 
January the fixtecndi, in the twenty-fecond year of king Ri- 
chard 
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cWd the Second) 1398, and yr9s removed from that office^ 
anno 2. H. 4. 

Sir Thomas Percy, fecond fon to Henry the Firft Earlr of 
Northumberland, was an. Saturday in Michaeknas week, 
the king fitting then in parliament, crowned in his Royal 
Majefty and holding in his hand the royal fceptre, {witk 
other lords then advanced to higher titles) created Earl 
of Worcefter, and made Lord Steward of the King's Houfe j. 
of. whom no ifiise remuneth» Harl. Manuic. No- 8i» 
p. ?OT. 

The reafbn of tJiat amoval was, that Sk Thonas Percy, the. 
Earl, and indeed the whole of the Percy hou^e, retained their 
fealty and aJlegiteice to their c4d mailer,, the late king Richard 
the Secc^ and his ca^ ; and ibon after wkh rery many~ 
other Earlsy Lords,. Knights, &c. adherents to the late king,, 
under l^e banner of Sir Heiuy Percy, raiied an iniurre&ionb 
and rebefiioa siQam&. ti& rei^iiDg king, as appears from the: 
following extrad. 

Rot. Pari, anno 5^ H. 5, 1 404. And fo it was at the iame tune- 
adjudged by the king and k>rds in parliament,, that the levjii^; 
of war by Sir Henry and- Sir Thomas Perey was. tKa/Con^ as; 
well in them^ves,. as m all tiioie who were ikvthcir company^ 
at the time^ except in thoic to whom tbe kii^ had extended 

hi& 
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grace and favour, &c. Le roy le voct. Harl. Manufc. No. 
21. p. 242. 

The Earl of Northumberland had made his fubmiffions to the 
king and was pardoned and received into favour, and I believe 
the fame with regard to his immediate conne<9ions and friends. 

90. Richard Gray, Lord of Codnor, was appointed admiral 
of the northern coafts of England, on the twentieth day of 
April in the (econd year of king Henry the Fourth, 1400, and, 

91. Thomas de Remtcm eques auratus, was conftituted ad- 
miral of the weftem coafts the fame day. Fauftina, c. ix. 

Sir Thomas Rempton, conftable of the Tower and Vice- 
Chamberlain to the king, was in the fifth year of Henry the 
Fourth, eleded Knight of the moft noble Order of the Gar- 
ter, and placed in the ftall the eighth of the prince's fide, after 
the death of Sir John Bouchier, and he was drowned at Lon- 
don Bridge, annoy. H. 4. Harl. Manufc. 235. p. 266. 

I have not yet recovered any trace from the efcheat books of 
his pofleflions or heir. 

Richard Grey, Lord Grey of Codnor, was eleAed a knight 
of the moft noble Order of the Garter, anno 20. Ri. 2di. and 
placed in the ftall the tenth of the prince's, fide, after the death' 
of Richard Lord Fitzalstn Lord Arundel, and he died anno 4. 
H. 4. Harl. Manufc. No. 235. p. 265. 

He 
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He was defcended from Richard Grey, created Baron of 
Codnor by king Henry the Third, and 1 believe the eighth 
Lord Grey of Codnor. If fo, he married Elizabeth daughter 
and heir of Richard Baffett of Sapcote, and had two fons and 
two daughters. John, the ninth Lord Grey, who died with- 
out iflue, and Henry the tenth Lord Grey c^ Codnor, His 
daughters, firft, Catherine, married to * * * Courtney {on 
of the Earl of Devon ; and fecond Elizabeth, married to Wil- 
liam Lord Zouch de Harringworth. Harl. Manufc. No. 
2223. p- 76, 

92» Anno 5. H. 4. 1403. Thomas Beaufort frater regis 
(frater uterinus regis, Otho, E. ix.) fon of John of Ghent 
Duke of Lancaft^r, was conftituted admiral of the northern 
coafts of England j and continued in that of&ce until the twen- 
tieth day of February, anno 6. H. 4. and, 

93, Thomas Lord Berkley was conftituted admiral of the 
weftern coafts. Fauftina,. c. ix. 

And the date of both the above appointments is afcertained 
to be the fifth day of November, anno 5. H. 4. in the manu- 
fcript. Otho, E. ix. 

Thomas Beaufort Earl of Dorfet, after created Duke of 
Exeter, fon of John Plant^enet (or de Gandavo) and governor 
to king Henry the Sixth 5 was anno i, H. 4, eleded knight of 

the 
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the moft noble Order of the Garter, and placed in the flail 
die fixth c^ the prince's fide, and he died anno the fifth of H.' 
6. Harl. Manufc. 235. temp. H. 4. 

Thomas Beaufort, Ton of John of Ghent Duke of Lan- 
cafler, was created Duke of Exeter, anno i . H. 5 : This Duke 
had the leading of the rereward at the battle of Agincourt, 
anno 2. H. 5 ; and after at the coronation of Henry the Sixth, 
he had committed to him the government of the king's per- 
son during his minority. He died at Greenwich fans idiie, 
anno 4, H. 6. and was buried at Bury Abbey. Harl. Ma- 
nufc No. 7371. tern. H. 5. r 

Anno 5. H. 6. Thomas Duke of Exeter held at the time 
of his death the caftie and raanor of Nowland in Hereford- 
fhirc in fee tail, with remainder to John Beaufort Earl of So- 
merfet and his heirs; and that the sSorefnad John the fbn 
of the now Earl of Somerfet, is the heir of the late Duke, 
aged twenty-four years. 

Item, for the term of his life, by the law of England, he 
held the manors of great Famale and little Famale in the 
county of York, after the death of Margaret his late wife, 
the daughter and heir of Thomas fon of Robert Neville of 
Homalcy knight, deceafed ; and of the inheritance of Marga- 
ret, the wife of William Harrington, Knt. and John Langton, 

knight. 
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knights the next of kin and heirs to Margaret de Neville, 
the late wife of the late Duke Thomas Beaufort aforefaid. 
Claudius, c. x. 320. 

Sir Thomas Berkley, Lord Berkley, was the head of a very 
ancient noble houfe the Berkleys, Barons of Durfley, who de- 
rived the Earldom of Berkley from Morrice Berkley, who mar- 
ried Alice the daughter and heir of Robert the fon of Robert 
Fitz-Harding, a Dane of royal extra£lion, the fiift Earl of 
Berkley, created in the reign of king Henry the Second. This 
Sir Thomas Berkley the admiral, was the fon of Morrice Berkley, 
who died anno 42. Ed. 3, and who was the fon of Thomas 
Lord Berkley, who died anno 35. of king Edward the Third. 

SirThomas Berkley the admiral, married Margaret daughter and 
heir of Warren Gerard VifcountLifley, by whom he left onefolc 
daughter and heir Elizabeth, who married Richard Beauchamp 
Earl of Warwick. The title defcended to his younger brother 
JamesLord Berkley , and I believe from him with fome interruption 
in a right line down to the prefent Earl. Sir Thomas Berkley 
died anno 5. H. 5. 1416. See Harl. Manufc. No. 807. p. 5. 
94. Thomas of Lancafter, the fccond fon of king Henry 
the Fourth, conftable of England and Prorex Hibernis, was 
conftituted admiral of England the twentieth day of February 
anno 6. H. 4. 1404. and continued to the twenty-eighth day 

M of 
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of April in the following year. He was afterwards created 
Duke of Clarence and Earl of Albemarle. Fauftina) c. ix. 

Thomas Plantagenet of Lancafter, after created Duke of 
Clarence, fecond fon to king Henry the Fourth, was eleAed 
knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, anno i. H. 4. 
and placed in the flail the feventh on the prince's fide, after 
the exile of Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk and Earl of 
Nottingham; and he was (lain befides Langoye in Anjou on 
Eafter-day, anno 9. H. 5. Harl. Manufc. 234. 

Thomas Plantagenet, fecond fon to king Henry the Fourth, 
was created Duke of Clarence in the fecond year of his fa- 
ther's reign ; and in the eighth year of king Henry the Fifth 
he was Lieutenant general of France and Normandy ; and the 
year after he was (lain by the Duke of Alencon at Bangie 
Bridge, and had no ifiiie. 

Au dit Due de Clarence al battail de Bangy ftiift pcMte une 
dame de pais par une efquier nomme Eftume Aragente qui la 
avoit gagne» Harl. Manufc. 7371. p. 30. 

95, Anno 7. H. 4. 1405. Nicholas Blackburn Efq; was 
cc«iflituted admiral verfus partes boreales Angliac, the twenty- 
eighth day of April. And on the feme day, 

96, Nicholas Cliderfon Efq; (ClederhoninOtho, E..ix.) war 
made admiral verfus partes occidentales Anglic. Fauftina, c. ix. 

97. Johft 
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97» John Beaufort Eatl of Somerfet, 6cc. was conftituted 
admiral of England the 23d of December, 'anno 8. H. 4, and 
continued to the eighth of May following, i407.Fauftina,c.ix. 

Memorandum, in the other manufcript there is fubjoined to 
the account of this appointment the following obfervation not 
to be found in Fauflina. 

Tempore hujus admiralli tarn ampla fuit jurifdidio ♦ * ♦ ♦ • 
quod eadem eft illi concefia, ad providendum in omnibus 
caufis maritimis tarn civiUbus quam criminalibus, ut liquet ex 
libro manufcripto, penes regiftrum hujus curiae, remanente 
fignato littera D. Otho, E. ix. 

• N. B. This prince ferved before the high office of admiral oi 
England, anno 2I. Ri. 2di. Of the two preceding admirals I 
have not been able to recover any trace firom the efcheats, &c. 

98. Anno8. H. 4. 1407. Edmund Holland Earl of Kent, 
was conftituted admiral of England May the eighth, and con- 
tinued Lord Admiral in the year following imtil he died, on 
the fifteenth day of September 1407. Fauftina, c. ix. 

Edriiund Holland Earl of Kent was, anno 3. H. 4. eleded 
knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, and placed in 
the ftall the fixth of the king's fide, after the death of Ed- 
mimd Earl of Stafford ; and he was flain at Bryacke, anno 
8. H. 4. Harl. Manufc, 235. 

M 2 Anno 
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Anno 10. H. 4. Edmund Holland, late Earl of Kent, 
held at the time of his death in fee tail, certain poiTeflions as 
recited in Yorkfhire. The which knights fees, advowfons erf" 
priories and churches, &c. the late king Edward the Third 
granted to Edmund Holland, firft Earl of Kent, and his heirs 
lawfully begotten, from whom they defcended to Edmund his 
fon and heir, who died without iilue. From him they de- 
fcended to John his brother, who died without iillie ; and 
from him to Joanna late Princefs of Wales, his filler and 
heir, daughter of Edward fon of the afore&id Edward ; and 
from the aforefaid Joanna to Thomas her fon and heir; 
and from the faid Thomas fon of Thomas her huf- 
band, to the prefent Edmund Holland, his brother and heir, 
who died feized therein by virtue of the faid grant, without 
iflfiie of his body lawfully b^otten. And the jurors find that, 

1. Edmond fon of Aleonora lateCountefs of March, one 
of the daughters of Thomas late Earl of Kent, and one of 
the fiflers of the aforefaid Edmund, brother of Thomas the 
fon of Thomas. 

2. Joanna, Dutchefs of York, another of the fiflers. 

3. Margaret, late wife of John late Earl of Somerfet, the 
third fifler. 

4. Aleonora, the wife of Thomas the Earl and Countefs 

of Sarum, the fourth fifler, and, 

5. Elizabeth} 
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5. Elizabeth, the wife of Sir John Neville knight, the 
fifth fifter ; are next of kin and heirs of the afore-named Ed- 
mund Holland, late Earl of Kent. Vide the efcheat. Clau- 
dius, c. xii. p. 159. 

99. Anno 9. H. 4. 1407. Thomas Beaufort eques auratus 
fon of John of Ghent Duke of Lancafter, by Catherine Swin- 
ford, and brother of king Henry the Fourth ; was appointed 
admiral of England, Ireland and Aquitain, the twentieth day 
(the firft of September in Otho) of September, anno 9. H. 4. 
fratris fui ; and continued in that office until the twenty-fixth 
day of July in the fourth year of king Henry the Sixth, 1426. 
hie fuit eredus in ducem Exonienfem et comitem Dorfettien- 
fem, fuit etiam Cancellarius Angliae, obiit 27 die Decembris, 
anno quinto regis praedi<9:i nepotis fui. Fauflina, c. 14. 

This illuflrious prince ferved the office of admiral of the 
north, anno 5. H. 4. Vide the 9 2d appointment. 

100. Anno 5. H. 6. 1427. John deXancailer Duke of 
Bedford, Earl of Richmpnd and Kendal, and Conflable of 
England, fon of king Henry the Fourth, and brother of king 
Henry the Fifth, and uncle of king Henry the Sixth ; [filius 
regis Henrici quinti, et patruus Henrici Sexti, (fed jfelfb,) in 
Otho, £. ix.] was conflituted admiral of England, Ireland, 
and Aquitain, on the twenty-fixth day of July, in the fourth 

year 
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year of Henry the Sixth, his nephew ; and continued in that 
high office unto the fourteenth day of September, in the four- 
teenth year of king Henry the Sixth, 1435, on which day he 
died. Fauftina, c, 14. 

Ads of council, anno quarto Henrici Sexti. The Keeper 
of the Privy Seal ordered to make out a warrant to the Chan- 
cellor mandando eidem, that on previous infpedion of certain 
letters patent made of and concerning the office of admiral of 
England, Aquitain and Ireland, granted to Thomas Duke of 
Exeter ; and confirmed by the grandfather and the father, and 
by the prefent king himfelf refpe^kively, to the fame Duke ; 
to caufe to be made out immediately other letters patent of 
and concerning the faid office of admiral to the Lord John 
Duke of Bedford, uncle of his Majefty, of the fame tenor 
and form with the aforefaid letters patents before granted to the 
*Duke of Exeter. The faid Duke of Bedford to enjoy the 
faid office of admiral during the Duke of Exeter's life, and 
afterwards during the king's pleafure. Vide Cleopatra, F. 4, 
at the date. 

This wife and great prince was one of the principal fupports 
of the throne of the infant king Henry the Sixth, during his 
minority, as well in England as in his French dominions. He 
was made prefident or firft councellor in the council of re- 
gency 
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gency here, whenever prefent in England ; and in his abfence 
his brother the Duke of Gloucefter : but his chief refidence 
was in France, where he was appointed to the regency by 
the council here at the acceffion of king Henry the Fifth, and 
prefided there until his death, which happened anno thirteenth 
of Henry the Sixth. Confiftently with the plan and defign of 
this work, I fliall content myfelf with adding the two fol- 
lowing extrads, in honour to this diftinguiflied charaden 
John Plantagenet, fecond fon to king Henry the Fourth, was^ 
by his father created Duke <^ Bedford (foon after his acceffion) 
and anno 5. H. 5, he was by parliament made regent of Eng~ 
land during the king's abode in France ; and anno 1. H» 6.. he 
was made regent in France. He fought the battle of Ver- 
neld in Perche, where were flain of the French four Eark> a 
Vifcoimt and a thoufand common foldiers. He died without 
iflue anno 13. H. 6. and was honourably buried at Roan. 
Harl. Manufc. 7371. temp. H. 4. 

John Plantagenet Duke of Bedford third fon to king Henrys 
Ae Fourth, was anno the fecond of Henry the Fourth, ele<fted. 
kn^htof the moft noble Order of the Garter, and placed in the 
ftall the fcventh of the king's fide^ after the death of Edmund; 
the Fifth fon to king Edward the Thirds Earl of Cambridge 
and Duke of York j; and he died the fourteenth of September 

anno 
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anno 13. H. 6. and was buried honourably at Roan in Nor- 
mandy. 

10 1. Anno 14. H. 6, 1435. John Holand Duke of Exeter 
and Earl of Huntindon, (the fame who ferved annis 12 and 
13. R. 2. as admiral of the weft Vide appointments 83 
and 86) ; was conftituted admiral of England, Ireland and 
Aquitain, Odober the fecond, anno 14. E. 3. Fauftina, c. ix. 

There are two things very obfervable in confequence of this 
appointment ; the firft is, that this grant by patent of the 
office was made out as well to himfelf as in remainder to 
Henry Holand his fon, an infant of feven years of age only, 
and that too for the term of both their natural lives. 

The next thing obfervable is, as I believe it is the firft in- 
ftance of the kind, and in fome degree perhaps the firft pre- 
cedent of the office of the admiralty being put into commif- 
fion, that in the twentieth year of this reign, and the fixth 
year of the Duke of Exeter's adminiftration of this office ; 
there was a commiffion granted immediately from the king to 
Sir William Iver Knt. John Heron and Miles Stapylton, Efqrs. 
with Sir Stephen Popham knight, commanding them to doe, 
keep and perform certain covenants made by indenture 
between them and the king, (without any mention of the name 
of John Holand Duke of Exeter, the Lord Admiral then 

exifting, 
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cxifting, and as it fliould Teem with equal powers independent 
«f each other, as touching the governance and keeping of the 
fea for a certain time, according to the tenour of the (aid In- 
denture. This commiilion is not mentioned at all in Fauftina, 
c. ix. or in Otho, E. ix. nor can I find the patent in Rymer** 
Manufcript CoUedions of that year. There are a i^ety of 
circumftances relating to it to be found in the Minutes of the 
A<Sl:s of Councill of the twentieth year of king Henry the 
Sixth, viz. at the councills held July the thirtieth, Auguft 
the tenth, Auguft the twenty-fecond, and Auguft the twenty- 
eighth. Vide Cleopatra, p. 5. at the dates. 

102. Anno 25. H. 6. 1447. William de la Pole Marquis 
and Earl of Suffolk, at the deceafe of John Duke of Exeter, 
and during the minority of H«uy, now Duke, fon of the 
aforementioned John; who, with his father, held jointly in 
pofTeilion or reverfion the grant of the fame office of High 
Admiral during the term of their lives, was made admiral of 
England, Ireland and Aquitain. But on the arrival of the 
aforementioned minor, Henry Duke of Exeter, at the full ^e 
of twenty-one years, he gave up to him the faid office ; ceffit 
a!b officio illo, et tandem in exilium mifius, ac in mari captus, 
capite plexus vitam finivit, fecundodie Mali, anno 28. regis 
Henrici fexti. Fauftina, c. ix. 

N William 
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William de la Pole was defcended lineally fromMichael de la 
Pole Earl of Suffolk, in right of Sarah, his wife, daughter and 
heir of Robert Ufford, the preceding Earl, and created an.8.R. 2. 

This William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, was created Mar- 
quis of Suffolk, September the fourteenth, in the twenty- 
fourth year of king Henry the Sixth. He was after created 
Duke of Suffolk ; of whom did defcend John de la P<Je, Earl 
of Lincoln, flain with Martin Swarth, at Stokefield, in king 
Henry the Seventh's time ; of whom there is no iffuc. HarL 
Manufc. 7371. at that reign. 

William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, after created Mar- 
quis and after Duke of Suffolk, was May the third, in 
the ninth year of king Henry the Fifth, eleded a knight of 
the moft noble Order of the Garter, and placed in the fbdl 
the fcventh of the prince's fide, after the death of Thomas 
Duke of Clarence ; and he was put to death off Dover. Harl. 
Manufc. No, 235. at that reign. 

103. Anno 28. H. 6. 1450. Henry Holand Duke of 
Exeter and Earl of Huntindon, fbn of John, late Duke of 
Exeter, was confirmed admiral of England^ Ireland and Aqui- 
tain, the twenty-ninth of July, in the twenty-eighth year of 
king Henry the Sixth. Fauftina, c. ix. ad maturam aetatem 
pcrvenicns viceffuno tertio die Julii predidus Johannes dux 

Exonis, 
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Exotiiae, adeptus poflefliones et dignitatcs, fit idniirallus Aiv- 
gliae, Hibemias et Aqultanise. Otho, E. ix. 

Henry Holland Duke of Exeter and Earl of Huntingdon, 
was the fon of John Holland Earl-^if Huntingdon, and 
afterwards created Duke of Exeter by king Richard 
the Second, and deprived of the dukedom by parliament, 
anno i. H. 4. but afterwards reftored. This Henry Duke of 
Exeter died without iflue. I am not able to afcertain from 
the efcheats, when he died or what were his pofleflions at his 
death; which probably devolved to the heirs of Thomas 
Holland Earl of Kent, his fether*s elder brother. 

There is in Otho, E. ix. in full prefervation, dated the Se- 
venth of September, anno 30. H. 6. a warrant from Henry 
Duke of Exeter, addrefied to all fenefchals, fheriils, mayors,. 
&c. to arrcfl and apprehend eighteen perfons therein named to 
be dealt with according to law by the Admiralty Court, to be 
holden in Southwark, within fifteen days after the apprehcn- 
fion of the perfons aforefaid. Otho, E. ix. 

During this interval, before the next appointment entered 
in the manufcripts I extract fi-om, I find a very remarkable 
appointment to this high office in the thirty-fecond year of 
king Henry the Sixth ; when Richard Duke of York was 
made by parliament protedor of the king and kingdom ; but 

N 2 am 
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am doubtful whether it ever took place in thofe times of con- 
fufion, as it is not at all mentioned either in Claudius, c. 14^ 
Of Otho, Ee ix. If it did, it is clearly the firft. precedent; of 
the office of Lord Admiral of England being, held in joint: 
fommiilion. 

Rot. Pari, anno 32. H.- 6. Membr. 41. The king; appoints: 
Itichard Earl of Salifbury, John Earl of Shrewlhury, Johft. 
Earl of Worcefter,. James Eail of Wiltftiitey, and John Lord 
Stomton, with great navy of (hips,- and people defenfible in; 
great number, purveyed of habiUiments.of war, to enter with 
all diligence to them poffible to^ the (afeguard and keeping o£ 
the &a ;. and aifigns to- this fervice the fubfidies of three fhil- 
luigs upon every ton of wine imported by merchants denifons^ 
and fix (hillings if imported by merchants aliens,, and one 
Shilling in the pound en all merchandize imported or export- 
ed, (cloths only excepted) for three years,, to commence from: 
the third of April 1454* 

For the term of their lives to be colleded by the faid Earls, 
and Lord ^ourton, and any of them flirviving the others, and! 
they to appoint the coUe6:ors in the feveral; ports, with fome 
excepticK^s for allocations to the Di^e of Buckingham and 
others. Vide the infbument at length, Titus, £. 5. ad an.. 

Richard Neville Earl of Warwick and Salifbury, but no 

date 
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date of year, of day, nor whether appointed ible, or to either 
diftria of the admiralty. Fauftina, c. ix. No notice taken of 
any fuch appointment in Otho, E. ix^ 

104. Anno 2.E.4. 1462. William Neville Eaii of Kent and 
Baron Falconberg, was confiituted admiral of England, Ire- 
land and Aquitain^ the thirtieth day of July, in the iecond 
year of king Edward the Fourth. Otho, E. ix^ 

This William Neville was the fon of William Neville, the 
fecond fon of Ralph Neville, the firft Earl of Weftmore- 
land ; his father married Joanna, daughter and heir of Tho- 
mas Lord Falconberg, and in her right became Lord Falcon- 
berg ; and William Neville the {on, Baron Falconberg, was> 
anno 2. Ed, 4. created Earl of Kent. The claim probably 
groanded on the marriage of John Neville, Knt. with Eliza- 
beth fifth daughter of Thomas Holland, and fifter and coheir 
of Edmund, the laft Earl of Kent of that name, and he died, 
leaving two daughters and coheirs. The firft, Alice, mar- 
ried to Sir John Conyers, Knt. and the fecond, Eliza, mar- 
ried to Sir Richard Strangewith, Knt, He was taken pnfoner 
in France, anno 3. H. 6 ; and anno 17. H. 6. he was eleded 
a knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, into the ftall: 
the ninth of the princess fide, after the death of Richard 
Beauchamp Earl of Warwick ^ and he died anno 2. Ed. 4* 

Vide 
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Vide Harl. Manufc. 154. p. 4 2. and Harl. Manufc. No. 7371. 
p. 35. and Harl. Manufc. 235. ad regnum Henrici quarti. 

105. Anno 2. Ed. 4. 1462. Richard Duke of Gloucefter, 
tliird ion of Richand Duke of York, and brother of king Ed- 
ward 4. was appointed admiral of England, Ireland and Aqui- 
tain, the twelfth of Odober, anno 2. E. 4. Otho, E. ix. 

Richard Plantagenet, third fon to Richard Duke of York, 
was created Duke of Gloucefter by king Edward the Fourth. 
He married Anne, fecond daughter and one of the heirs of 
Richard Neville Earl of Warwick and Sarum, by whom he 
had iflue Edmund, who died young. This Richard Duke of 
Gloucefter was afterwards king of England, by the name <^ 
Richard the Third. Harl. Manufc. 7371. ad regnum. . 

Richard Plantagenet Duke of Gloucefter, fecond brother 
to king Edward the Fourth, and after was king, was anno 
6, E. 4. ele£ted knight of the moft noble Order of the Gar- 
ter, into the ftall the fifth of the king's fide, after the 
putting away of John de Foix Earl of Kendal, anno 3. E. 4. 
and he was flain beflde Bofworth, the twenty-fecond day of 
Auguft at Radnor field, anno Domini 1485, and the third 
year of his reign. Harl. Manufc. 235. ad regnum. 

ic6. Anno 49, H. 6. (or rather it fhould have been 10. 
E^ 4.) 1470, Richard Neville Earl of Warwick. FaufHna, c.ix. 

Earl 
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Earl of Warwick and Sarum was appointed admiral of £i^- 
land, Ireland and Aquitain January the (econd, anno 49. H. 
6. He was too Governor of Calais and Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, and Conftable of the Caftles of Calais and Dorer, 
Otho, E. ix. 

Richard Neville, eldeft fon of Richard Neville Earl of Sa- 
lifbury was, after his death, created Earl of Sarum; he mar- 
ried Anne the fourth daughter of Richard Beauchamp Earl of 
Warwick, (and after the death c^ Henry Beauchamp, her bro- 
ther, created Duke of Warwick, without iflue) ; in her right he was 
Earl of Warwick. This Richard Neville Earl of Warwick and 
Sarum had two daughters and heirs ; £rft, Ifabell, married to 
Richard Duke of Clarence, fon to king Edward the Fourth y, 
and fecond, Anne, married to Richard Duke of Gloucefter 
(brother to king Edward the Fourth) and after king of Eng- 
land, by name of Richard the Third. Harl. Manulc. 7371. 

Richard Neville Earl of Warwick and Sarum was on the 
eighth of February, anno 39. H. 6. eleded knight of the moft! 
aoble Order of the Garter to the ftall the ninth of the {ove- 
reign's fide, by the death of Humfry Stafford Earl of Buck- 
ingham. And anno i . Ed. 4. inftalled in the ftall the third 
of the king's fide, after the death of Richard Plantagenet 
Duke of York : and he was flain at ^Bamet field, anno 

10. 
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lo. Ed. 4. on Eailer-Day 1470.9 and buried in St. Failing 
church. HarL Manuib. 235^ 

107. Anno II. Ed. 4. Richard Duke of Gloucefter, no 
date in either maniiTcript of the appointment, which is pro^ 
perly only the revival of Richard Duke of Gloucefter*s ap- 
pointment, anno 2.. E. 4, interrupted during a few months 
by the temporary afcendancy of king Hemy the Sixth*s party, 
in their efforts to recover him his crown, and which were to« 
tally fruflrated by their defeat at Bamet. 

108. Anno I. R. 3. 1484. John Howard Duke of Nor- 
folk was appointed admiral of England, Ireland and Aqui- 
tain, July the twenty-fifth, in the latter end of the firfl year 
of king Richard the Third's reign, 1484. Otho, E. ix. 

John Howard, Lord Howard, created Duke of Norfolk, 
and Marfhal of England by king Richard the Third. He 
was the fon of Sir Robert Howard, knight, and of Margaret, 
daughter and one of the heirs of Thomas Lord Mowbray 
Puke of Norfolk, Earl of Nottingham, and Marfhal of Eng- 
land, This John Howard had ifliie Thomas Earl of Surrey, 
and after created Duke of Norfolk by king Henry the Eighth. 
HarL Manufe. 7371* ad rcgnum. 

John Lord Howard, afterwards crieated Duke of Norfolk, 
israsjanno 10. E. 4. eleded knight of the mofl noble Order of 

the 
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the Garter into ftall the tenth of the prince's fide, after the 
death of Richard Earl Rivers ; but after tranflated to the ftall 
the fifth of the fovereign's fide, after the tranfiating of king 
Richard the Third ; and he was flain at Radnor field befide 
Bofworth, the twenty-fecond of Auguft anno 3. R. 3. 1485. 
Harl. Manufc. 235. 

109. Anno I. H. 7. 1485. John de Vere Earl of Oxford 
was conftituted admiral of England^ Ireland and Aquitain, 
on the twenty-feventh day of September, anno i. H. 7, for 
the term of his life. He w^s Great Chamberlain of England 
and Conftable of the Tower of London, and he continued in 
thofe offices unto the tenth day of March, in the fourth (the 
fifth in Otho, E. ix.) year of king Henry the Eighth, on 
which day he died, Fauflina, c. 14. 

John Vere Earl of Oxford, Lord Great Chamberlain and 
Lord Admiral, was anno i. H. 7. eleded a knight of the moft 
noble Order of the Garter into ftall the fifth of the king's 
fide, after the death of John Howard Duke of Norfolk ; and 
he died on Thurfday the loth of March, at four of the clock 
in the morning, at Lymington Caftle, aimo 4. H. 8. Harl; 
Manufc. 235. 

no. Anno 4. H. 8. 1512. Edward Howard was confti- 
tuted admiral of England, Ireland and Aquitain (Fauftina, c. 

O ix.) 
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ix.) and he died the fifteenth day of May, in the fifth year of 
Henry the Eighth, at his Caftle at Henningham, Otho, E. ix. 
Anno 4i H. 8. Auguft 15, Edward Howard, Knt. ap- 
pointed admiral of England, Ireland, &c. Vide Harl. Ma~ 
nufc. 5177. p. 22. art. 57. 

111. Anno 5. H. 8. Thomas Howard, Knt. Lord Howard 
was appointed admiral of England, Ireland and Aquitatn, oa 
the fifteenth of May, afterwards Duke of Norfolk (May iS, 
an. 25. H. 8. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 22.) He tranflated 
the five articles inquirable in the admiralty court. Otho, E. ix. 

112. Anno 17. H. 8. 1525. Henricus filius Nothus regis 
Henrici odtavi ex Elizabetha Blunt genitus, dux RichmondiaB 
et Somerfettiae, et comes Nottinghamiae ; conftituituradmiral- 
lus Angliae, Hibernise ct Aquitaniae, fextodecimo die Julii, 
anno 17. H. 8 j et permanfit in eodem officio ufque ad vicef- 
fimum fecundum diem, anno viceffimo o<aavo ejulHem regni, 
quo die vitam cum morte commutavit apud fandium Jacobum 
juxta Weftmonafterium, et apud Thetfordiam corpus ejus fe- 
pulchro traditur. In his time the ftatutes of the twenty- 
feventh and twenty-eighth of king Henry the Eighth, relating 
to piracy, were paffed. Otho, E. ix. 

Anno 17. H. 8. Henry Fitzroy created Earl of Not- 
tingham, Duke of Richmond and Somerfet, in one day: 

he 
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te died without iflue. Harleian Manufcript, 7371. Otlio, 
E. ix. 

Henry Duke of Richmond and Somerfefc was eleded knight 
of the moft noble Order of the Garter, June 25, anno 17. 
H. 8. firft into the ftall the fecond of the king, by tranflating 
Charles the Fifth, the Emperor, and laft into the ftall the 
third of the prince's fide, by tranflating Thomas Duke of 
Norfolk ; and he died anno 27. H. 8. Harl. Manufc. 235. 

Anno 17. H. 8. Henry Fitzrc^ Earl of Nottingham created 
Puke of Richmond and Somerfet in uno die ; and July the 
fixteenth the fame appointed High Admiral of England, Wales 
and Ireland for life. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 22. art. 57. 
. 113. Anno 28. H. 8. William Fitzwilliam Earl of South- 
ampton and Chancellor of the Dutchy of Lancafter, eques 
auratus, Treafurer of the king's houfhold, was conftituted 
admiral of England, Ireland and Aquitain, the twenty-eighth 
of Auguft, in the twenty-ninth year of king Henry the 
Eighth, 1536. Fauftina, c. ix. 

Anno 28. H. 8. William Fitzwilliam created Earl of 
Southampton; no ifliie remaining. Harl. Manulc. 7371. 

Sir William Fitzwilliam was, May the fixteenth anno 28. 
H. 8, appointed Great Admiral of England, Wales, &c. 
and alfo Odober the eighteenth, anno 29, H. 8. 1537, 

O 2 created 
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created Earl of Southampton. Harleian Manufcript, 5177. 
p. 22. 

114. Anno 32. H. 8. 1540. Johannes RufTell eques au- 
ratus Lord Ruflell, was appointed admiral of England, Ire- 
land and Aquitain, on the twenty-eighth of July. Otho, E. 
ix. July 1 8th. Fauftina, c. 14. 

Anno 32. H. 8. July 28. John RufTell, Great Admiral of 
England. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 22. 

Anno H. 8. John Ruflell created Lord Ruflell, and after 
by king Edward the Sixth Earl of Bedford. Harl. Manufi:, 

737I' 

115. John Dudley was appointed admiral of England, Sec, 

the twenty-feventh day of June, anno 34 H. 8. 1543. Fau- 
ftina,. c. ix. 

Anno H. S. J<An Sutton, alias Dudley, defcended of the 
fecond brother of John Baron of Dudley, was created Vifcount 
Lifley, in the right of Elizabeth, his mother, daughter and 
heir to Edward Grey Vifcount Lifley. He was after created 
£arl of Warwick and Duke of Northumberland by king Ed- 
ward the Sixth. Harl. Manufc. 7371. ad regnum Henrici 
oAavi. 

Anno 1. H. 6. John Dudley Vifcount Lifley, Baron of 
Sondy Baflett and Tres and Lord Dudley, was, February the 

feventeenthy 
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feventeenth, anno i. E. 6. within the Tower of London, 
created Duke of Northximberland and Earl of Warwick, and 
Earl Marfhal of England. He had ifllie Ambrofe Dudley 
Earl of Warwick, and Robert Dudley Earl of Leicefter. Harl. 
Mamifc. 7371 ad return Ed. 6. 

John Dudley Vifcount Lifley, February the fixteenth, anno 
I. Ed. 6, created Earl of Warwick ; and February the feven- 
tcenth Great Chamberlain of England, for one day only, 
namely, king Edward the Sixth's coronation. 

John Dudley Vifcount Lifley was, June the twenty-fixth, 
anno 34. H. 8. i543.madeGreat Admiral of England, Wales, 
&c. He was alfo (Vide appointment 117.) anno 2. E. 6. 
1547, a fecond time appointed admiral of England, Ireland, 
Wales, &c. and the twentieth of February Great Matter of 
the king's houfhold for life. Vide Harl. Manufc. 5177., p.. 
22. and 23. 

Anno 3. Ed. 6. 1548. John Dudley Earl of Warwick con- 
ftituted admiral of England, Ireland and Aquitain, Odober 
the twenty-eighth, anno 3. Ed. 6. He was alfo Vifcount 
Lifle, Knight of the Garter, Great Admiral of England, Ire- 
land, Wales, Calais, Bolognia, and of the Marflies diere, and 
of Normandy, Gafcony and Aquitain; alfo Commander in 
Chief (praefoStus generalis) of the fleet smd of the marine of 

the. 
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the aforefaid king ; and Lord Great Mafter (dominus magnus 
magifter) of the king's houiliold, and Prefident of the Council 
of the whole of the Principality of Wales, and of the Marches 
there. Otho^ E. ix. 

In the lift of the Knights of the Garter, in Harl. Manufc. 
235, he is thus entered; John Sutton Vifcount Lifle, after 
created Earl of Warwick and Duke of Northumberland, was 
April the twenty-third eledled, and May the twenty-fifth in- 
ftalled, anno 35. H. 8, in the ftall the ninth of the king, 
by the tranflating of Thomas Lord Audley of Walden ; and 
laft, after divers tranllations he came to the ftall the fourth of 
the prince's fide, by the removing of Henry Grey Duke of 
Suffolk J and he was beheaded at Tower-hill, anno i. Mariae 
reginae. Harl. Manufc. 235, ad regnum H. 8. 

116. Thomas dominus de 5an£lo Mauro Lord Seymour was 
conftituted admiral of England, Ireland, Wales, Calais, Bo- 
lognia, &c. February the feventeenth, anno I.E. 6. 1546. 
Othoj E. ix. 

Anno I. E. 6. Thomas Seymour, brother to Edward Duke 
of Somerfet, was created Lord Seymour of Sudley ; and died 
without iffue. 

Anno I. E. 6. February the fixteenth, Thomas Seymour, 
knight, created Baron Seymour. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 22. 

Anno 



Anno I. ]E. 6. Auguft 30. Thomas Seymour, Knt. made 
great admiral of England, &c^ and February the feventeenth, 
created Baron Seymour Rot. Pat. 6. prs. I.E. 6. Id. ibidem.' 

117. Anno 3. E. 6. John Dudley Earl of Warwick ap- 
pointed Odober the twenty-eighth, anno 3. E. 6. 1548. ad- 
miral of England, &c. the fame as to the appointment 1 1 5, 
anno. 34. H. 8. Otho, E. ix.. 

118. Edward Clinton Lord Clinton, appointed anno 4. E- 
6, (Fauffina, c ix.) but no- date of the appointment, nor 
j&rther particulars.. Vide appointment 1 20. 

Anno 4. E. 6, May 14. Edward Lord Clinton made ad- 
miral of England and Ireland. Hark Manufc, 5177. p. 23. 

119. William Howard Baron of EfEngham, no date, anno 
primo reginae Mariae, 1553. Fauftina, c. ix. 

Lord William Howard, third fon of Thomas Duke of Nor- 
folk, was created Baron of Effingham, and had ifllie. HarL 
Manufc. 7371. 

Anno I. R. Mariaej 1553. William Lord Howard, created; 
March the eleventh Baron Howard of Effingham ; was March 
the twenty-fixth appointed great adiniial of England, Ireland, 
&c, for life. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 23.. 

William Howard, Lord Admiral, was eleded a knight of 
moft noble Order of the Garter, in queen Mary's reign. 
Claudius,, 18. c. 17* p. 175.. i2'0^ 
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1 20. Edward Clinton, Lord Clinton and Say, the fame as 
appointment 1 1 8, was annis 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, 
1556, made great admiral of England for life, February the 
tenth, anno 4. Philip and Mary. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 23. 

Edward Fynes, Lord Clinton and Say, was March the fourth 
1572, anno 14. Eliz. created Earl of Lincoln. He died Ja- 
nuary the flxteenth, anno 27. of queen Eliz. 1584. Henry 
Earl of Lincoln, his fon, held poffeilions to the value of 375I. 
per annum in Lincolnfliire. In quis poft obit. Harl. Ma- 
nufc. No. 4125. p. 222. and 224. 

121. Anno 27. Eliz. 8 pars Pat. Charles Howard, knight 
of the Garter, Baron of Effingham, fon of William the late 
baron and admiral (appointment 119,) was made admiral of 
England, Ireland and Aquitain, on the eighth day of July, 
anno 27. queen Eliz. annoD. 1586. Fauflina, c. ix. 

Anno 27. Eliz. July the eighth, Charles Lord Howard, 
great admiral of England for life. 

Anno 30. Eliz. * * ♦ 17th, 1788, Acommiffionto Charles 
Lord Howard, great admiral of England, to be Lieutenant of 
the whole fleet going out againft the Spaniards . . . 

Anno , . . R. Eliz. created Earl of Nottingham, and 

Anno I. Jacobi, March the tenth, he was created Con- 

, ftable of England for one day only, namely the coronation of 

king James. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 24. Anno 
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Anno 16. Jacobi, Feb. 19, a grant to Charles Earl of Not- 
tingham, of the place and precedence of John Lord Mowbray, 
his progenitor, in parliament and elfewhere. Harl. Manufc. 
5177. p. 27. 

122. Anno 9. of king James, Charles Duke of York ap- 
pointed admiral of England, Ireland and Wales during life, 
in reverfion, the twenty-feventh day of January, in the ninth 
year of king James, 1 6 1 1 . 

Charles Duke of York, upon the death of his brother 
Henry, king James's eldeft fon; anno 14. Jacobi, Nov. 4. 
was created Prince of Wales and Earl of Chefter, to himfelf 
and his heirs, kings of England. Anno 1 7 of James, 0£to- 
ber the fifth, a grant to Charles Prince of Wdes of an an- 
4iuity of 208671. 5s.. 7d. to himfelf and his heirs, kings of 
England. Harl. Manulc. 5177. p. 26. and 27. 

This unfortunate prince acceded to the throne of England, 
March 27, 1625, and was beheaded January 30, 1648. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Of the Size, Tonnage, and Conftrudtion of the Ships ; theix 
Complement of Men, ViiShialling, the Number of Officers, 
their Pay, and that of the Mariners and Soldiers, on board 
the Navy of England, during the Fourteenth Century. 

FROM the extreme fcarcity of nautical information in the 
manufcripts of the reign of king Edward the Third, and 
the following reigns, during the fourteenth century ; and that 
almdd total filence they obferve, with refpedt to the minutiae 
of the internal conftitution, arrangement, and dire^on of the 
Englifh Navy during that period ; renders it difficult in die 
extreme, if not impoffible, to give a full, minute and diftin<5fc 
account of the particulars I here propofe to treat of, with the 
definite precifion and accuracy I could have wifhed, for the 
information and entertainment of the reader. 

By colle<9:ing, however into one point of view the detached, 
fcattered minutiae and particles of information, circumftances 
and fads, ftill to be met with here and there in thofe manu- 
fcripts ; 
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Icrfpts ; and by reafoning upon thefe data by analogy and 
comparifon with more modern accounts and later informations 
and arrangements, and which gradu^y open and become much 
more copious^ minute, diftinft and definite ; we may perhaps 
be able to attain as minute, full and comprehenfive an idea of all 
thefe particulars, as we can reafonably expedl or defire at this 
diftance of time. Under this idea I flatter myfelf that the 
reader, as he proceeds with me in the following fheets, will 
find jufl ground and reafon to coincide with me in opinion, 
that I am founded in the following general and particular ob- 
fervations. 

Firft, I will beg leave to premife as a general obfervation 
applicable to every thing I have to lay in this work ; that it 
appears to me that the general outline of the arrangement, 
conflitution and government, as well internal as external, of the 
Englifh Navy, as to all and every of the particulars I have 
above undertaken to fpeak to ; has continued nearly the fame 
with very little variation, from the beginning of king^ Edward 
the Third's reign to the reigns of king Henry the Eighth, 
Edward the Sixth, king Philip and queen Mary, and even 
fo low down, as to the fortieth year of queen Elizabeth 1597, 
a period of ,t\yo hundred and feventy years. I would be un- 
derftood however with fome grains of allowance. There are 

P 2 fome 
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fome variations in the pay of the (bldiers and mariners, bat 
not very material, at different times, and in the prices of 
vidualling, &c. but fuch as may be eafily accounted for fronr 
the different value of money and from the difference of years 
of plenty or fcarcity, at the refpedive periods. In the later 
reigns the marine officers were more in number, but the ap-^ 
pointments the fame ; for inffance, in king Henry the SixthV 
reign, a great fhip had cme Matter (the firft properly fpeaking 
marine officer on board) and one Quarter-Mafter ; in queen 
Elizabeth's reign a ffiip of the (ame tonnage and complement 
of men or lefs, had a Mafter, four Quarter-Mafters, and four 
Second Quarter-Mafters of inferior pay to the others, &c, and 
laftly, the addition in the latter reigns of great guns and 
gunners, of which there were none at all made ufe of on ffiip- 
board, during the whole of the fourteenth century. Almoft in 
every other refpeft I believe, except the above particulars, the 
unity of arrangement, appareillementanddifpofrticMi of theEng- 
lifh marine, is ftrikingly fimilar if not uniformly the fame in all 
the intermediate intervals of the whole period of time above- 
named. The reafon why I go down (o low into the fixteenth 
century for information, in fome points relating to the navy is, 
becaufe it is there only I am able firft to difcover them afcer- 
tained and delineated with a minute, definite and correA ac- 
curacy 
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curacy and precifion ; and my motive too for taking this me- 
thod is, becaufe in thofe points of minute and analytical ar- 
rangement and internal difpolition of the marine of England, 
where the earlier manufcripts are totally filent, and not a tittle 
of information to be gained ; it appears to me fair reafoning and 
juft analogy to fuppofe, all fuch particulars to have been ar- 
ranged and regulated upon fimilar, or nearly fimilar principles 
in the fourteenth century, with what we find aftually to have 
been the cafe in fuch particulars in the fixteenth century ; with- 
out any farther deviation or variation than is obfervable in the 
greater outlines, defined and afcertained with equal accuracy 
and precifion in both periods of time. The author, however, 
is juftly fenfible that liberties of this kind are not to be taken 
but with a cautious well-weighed deliberation and probable 
grounds of prefiimption only, and refers to the candour of 
the public to decide with regard to whatever he may venture 
to hazard in this way of conjefture in the following flieets,. 
how far he may or may not have exceeded the juft limits of 
cautious prudence and referve in fiich particular inftances. 

The next more immediate obfervation I Would wifhtopremife 
is, that it does not appear that in thofe early days, the reign of 
king Edward the Third and the following, there was any con- 
fiderable navy of king*s fhips kept up, or indeed any great 

(hips 
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fliips built of a larger flzc than eight hundred or a thoufand 
tons, or of a ftronger conftru6tion for the purpofes of war 
merely. And the reafon of this, probably, becaufe from the 
mode of fighting in thofe days, before the invention and ufe 
of great guns and gunpowder on board ihips, which was 
only with arrows and fpears before boarding, and with the 
addition of fwords and battle-axes in clofe engagement, it 
was of no confequence that the fhips fhould be of larger 
tonnage or ftronger conftrudion for fighting than for the tranf- 
port or merchants fervice. 

In the Englifh fleet which went out upon this great expedi- 
tion in 1345, and which, as will be ieen hereafter, confifted 
of feven hundred fhips, manned by 14451 mariners, there are 
only mentioned fifty large fhipa, or as it is expreffed in one 
manufcript, fhips of forilage, in the whole number. Of thefc 
fifty, twenty-five were the king's fhips, manned by four hun- 
dred and nineteen men, that is, at an average rather lefs than 
feventeen mariners to a fhip. We are to remember, however, 
that in all the armaments from king Edward's time even down 
to queen Elizabeth's, there was always a greater proportion of 
the foldiery ferving on board every fhip of war, namely. Knights 
Efquires, Men at Arms and Archers ; than of the mariners, 
and conftituting a greater part and proportion of its necefTary 

com- 
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complement of men. The remaining twenty-five of the fifty 
large fliips are called London fliips, manned by fix hundred 
and fixty-two mariners, or at an average nearly twenty-fix men 
each fhip. What was the precife tonn^e and complement of 
mariners and foldiers on board any individual fliip of thefe 
fifty large fhips, or indeed of any others of the whole fleet 
cannot now be afcertained, inafmuch as the fliips of different 
rates were promifcuoufly ftationed together in the different 
ports ; and in the only complete lifl: perhaps now in preferva- 
tion of that immenfe armament, and which I mean to infert 
at length hereafter at the end of this volume; thereturns- 
fi-om each of the ports are made in one general aggregate 
of fliips and mariners, without any diftinft fpecification of 
the feveral fliips, or their complements feverally ; as the 
quota to be furniflied by each port. With regard to that 
part of their complement which confifted of men at arms 
and archers, they are not mentioned at all in the port 
returns, but were ordered to join the fleet at cert;ain ports of 
rendezvous fixed upon for that purpofe; namely, the port of 
Southampton for the weftcm divifion ; Sandwich for the 
eaftern, and Yarmouth, I believe, for the. northern divifion. 
The whole of the military embarked amounted to 26804 
men. And their fpecific returns were made under the ban- 
ners 
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neis of" the ieveral Earls, Barons, Knights and Efquires, who 
raifed or led them to this expedition ; as will be particu- 
larly ftated hereafter^ when we come to treat of the military 
department. 

There are indeed in the naval lift above referred to, a few 
fingle {hips named with their complements -of mariners only, 
which may be of fome little aiEftance towards forming an idea 
upon this queftion. For inftance, from Polerwan one (hip 
with fixty mariners ; from KardifFe, one fhip and fifty-one ma- 
riners ; and from the lift of foreign auxiliaries annexed to the 
other, one fhip from Ireland, with 1 84 mariners, which from 
its number of mariners one would im^ine muft have been the 
largeft in the whole armament. 

But after all the beft guide to form a juft idea of this 
queftion will be from different lifts of other navies in fubfe- 
quent ages, wherever they are given with a mkiute definite 
precifion and accuracy, as to thefe particulars. And the firft 
I ftiall mention is from the fourth year of king Henry the 
Fifth, 141 5 > when the king*s navy of that year was as by 
the following lift, confifting of twenty-four ftiips, fix great 
ftiips, eight barges, and ten balingers. 

Anno 
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No. I. 

Anno 4. Hen. 5. 141 5. 

Les noms des Niek et des vafleaux du Kqy, 

Six grands Niefs. — La Trinite, 

Le Seynt Efprit, 
3 Carrakes, 
Le Nicholas. 

Huit Barges. La Katharine, 

Le Gabriel, 
Le Thomas, 
La Marie, 
Le Rooderoge, 
La petite Trinit^, 
Et deux autres. 

Dix Balingers. — Le Gurge, 

La Rue,. 

Le Gabriel de Barfleur, 

Le Crachere, 

Le James, 

Le eigne, 

Le Petite Joan, 

Le Nicholas, 

£t deitx autres. . . • 

Sum total vingt-quatre. 

Cottonian MSS. Cleopatra, F. 3. ad .tn. 4. H. 5. 

Q. It 



It appears too from the ahgv^ p^per ^at thofe of the abovcf 
fliips which were in cQmmii^o> GwI^icJ^ \ ^onjeAure were not 
more than thr^e of the firfl d^vifion, $x pf the fecQnd, and 
eight of the Balingo^,) were manned from the twenty-fourth of 
June, to All Saints day, Ijei^g one (]u^rter and thirty-nine 
days by 

50 Men at arms, at twelvp penc^ per day. 

150 Archers, at fix pence per day. And 
4 Mailers, at fix pence per cbi)^ 

250 Mariners, at three pence, p^^r day^ for that time. 

FrcMn which it appears that ijkierc wjere rather an inferior 
proportion of the men at fsa^ and archers ufed in manning 
the fhips of, &c. of thi^ year- to die- ^Kulners. The fame we 
may very fairly (uppofe was the uniform pradice of thole times 
in manning the king's {hips c^ wac even i» king Edward th& 
Third's reign ; and that the proportions of the foldiers and ma- 
riners in the crews xiP the king's Ihips were adjufted nearly in a 
iimilarway; half men at arms and archers ajid half mariners, from 
that time to queen Elizabeth's reimij^ ^s^ \^i\\ be feen hereafter. 
But this great armament oj^, 1345. w^s. ip the proportion of 
26,804 foldiers to 14,451 iJaa^iner^;. ^d this probably be- 
eauJe it was intended to a& chiefly by land. 

a. There is in the Harl. Manufc. No« 1^6. pu i'^^ Bcqk a 

moft 
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kctoR. carious and valuable papeV> entiiM Hh jordmahce for th^ 
keeping of the navy, pafTed by the parliament, anno io, '6lF 
Henry the Sixdi^ anno DoitUm ti|4i> c^ed liom the great 
rdlsj ift. 30. of that yeai-j Which ftates iind regtdates the riavy 
eftablifliment of that year, with a minuteneis-, acciiricy aftd 
precifion fo very (iiperiot t<J any thing I have ittei with before 
in thofe early ages, thatIamperAiadedamoreparticu!iaradc6\iht 
of it will prove ^ acceptable cemmunication i» all ttiy reiders. 

Ko. II. Anno 20. H. 6. 1441. 

In the preainble the Commons pray that it may pleafe his 
Niajefty, for the fafe keeping of the tea, to ordain and autho- 
rize, by the authority of the prefent parliament, certain ar- 
tides and appointments contained in a fchedul'e to this bill an- 
nexed, and to the following purport. 

For is much as it is thought by all the fcommons of this 
land that it is lieceflary the fea to be kept, there niufl be made 
purveyance foi- c^airi ftiips defcribed in mariiief and form after 
following. 

Firft, it is thou^t that the leaft purveyance that can be 
made for the worfliip of the king, and Welfare and defence of 
this realm, is to have upon the fea for the feafoh of the year, 
from Candlemas to Martinnia^, eight fhips ' with four ftages. 
The which fliips^ as it is tbbught iriuft have tht otie with the 

0^2 other 
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Other one hundred and fifty men. Total twelve hundred 
men. 

■ Item, every great ihip muft have in its company a barge 
and a balinger, and every barge muft have in it eighty men. 
Total 640 men. 

Item, the eight balingers muft have each of them forty men. 
Total 320 men. 

Item, there muft be awaiting and attendant upon them 
four fpinaces, in each twenty-five men. Total one hundred 
men. 

Sum total of the men 2260, each man having two fhil- 
lings per month, amounteth to 2 2 61. per month. 

Item, twenty-four Maftcrs, each of them over this forty 
pence in the month. Total 4I. 

Item, over their rewards for the Quarter Mafters, by the 
month, four pounds. Total of the wages 334I. per mcmth. 

Item, victualling for the month, draweth at fourteen pence 
the man in the week. Total 527I. 6s. 8d. per month. 

The fum total, by the month, in vi<Shialling and wages, 
amounteth to 86 il. 13s 8d. and at this rate, 

The fum total for fix months for this year 51 681. and for 
eight months yearly following, during the grant of the fub- 
fidies for two years upon wines and merchandize imported and 
exported. Total 68gol. 13s. ;^d. Item, 
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Item, it is to be remembered where the faid fliips ihould 
be had. i. The Nicholas of the Tower at Briftol. 2. 
The Katherine of the Burtows, at Dartmouth. 3. The 
Spanifh fhip that was the Lord Pouns, at ditto. 4. Sir Philip 
Courtneys, at the port of London. 5. The Trinity, at ditto. 
6.TheThomas,atHull. That called Taumers the 7th, named 
Grace a Dieu, at ditto. Item, 8. The George, at Newcaftle, 

Item, eight barges to be had, 1. of Harry Ruflell of Wey- 
mouth. 2. Of Philip Courtney, knight. 3. At Plymouth, 
called MasAakc, in Saltafh Water. 4. Called the Mary, of 
— : — Morfores, at Winchelfea. 5. The Pratt barge, called 
Trinity, at Winchelfea. 6. One of de Bewfitz and Berlynes, 
called Valentine, at London. 7. A barge, called Slags, at 
Saltafh. 8. A Bai^e, at Falmouth. 

Alfo, eight Ballyngers. The ift, at Newcaftle, with the 
great fliips there. 2. Of Sir Philip Courtney. 3. Called 
Palmers, of Sir William Bouvill, at Foway. 4. At Dover, 
a ballinger, called Pygfygg> of Wards and Cooks. 5. At 
Sandwych, a ballinger, of Haywards. 6. At Southampton 

of Clifdons, called Jaket. 7. At St. Ofyths, in Eflex. 

B, Per Church , at London. 

Item, There muft be had four Spinaces. The ift, one of 

Harry Ruflells. 2. One at Haflings. 3. One at Dartmouth. 

4. One at Dartmouth. 

Item, 
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Item, it is diou^ that there fl»yuld bt choicn and named 
eight knights and worthy cfqtiires of tlie weft, of the £:>uth^ 
«Ei(f of the ncnth ; {6 that no tx>uatiy {hould be di^lea&d, 
and thereof the king our ^rmeign Lord choofe fuch one dk 
him liketh to be a chief Captain, and other ieren as the king 
liketh of the &id eight for to attend the faid chief Captain^ 
Co that every gteat ihip have a Captain within beard. 

Item, it is to remember that the kii^ will give them in 
chtf ge by his officers to them lent, diat all the faid (hips 
fhifFed and arrayed make their firft a^^ble in the Humber ; 
there to obey fuch rule and governance, as by their Captains 
and Under-captains (hall to them be ordained, and there mufter 
to be feen of fuch perfons as. the king will depute thereto by 
his commiffion. 

Item, there fuch proclamation and ordinance to be made 
and eftablifhed amongft and in the faid navy, that none of our 
(hips harm He hurt none other {hip of our friends ; where 
through any trouble or breaking of peace might fall between 
the king our fovereign L<^ and other of his friends. 

Item, it is thought necefiary that if any ihip or fhips fb 
taken as enemies, when the goods in the fame fhip be brought 
into any port, that tlse goods ne the fhip be not difperUed, ne 
divided unto the time that it be duly known whether it is 

enemy's 
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enemy's goods or .6-iends goods ; forieen always that the proof 
be made within Gx weeka after the landing and havening of 
the faid ihip or fhip$ and goods Iq taken. 

Item, this article provides diat in cafe of arreft of any fliip 
£0r the king's fervice, where the owner does not fet Mafter nor 
mariners in the fliip to take care of the fliip and the freight j in 
cafe during its voyage imder the arreft bulk is broke or any 
part of the cargoe embezzled, the owner of the fhip fhall be 
anfwemble to owner of the goods for fo much only as came ta 
hi& hands, and in that cafe his evidence upon oath to be ad> 
mitted if confirmed by the oath of two or three of his cre- 
dible neighbours with him, and himfelf to be aquitted^ 

Item, this article provides, that in cafe any ci the above 
named fhips, barges, ballingers or pinnaces happened or allot- 
ted to this fervice be not in England or in the ports afore- 
named or may not be had: that then the Captain (knight), or 
in his abfence the Under-captain the efijuire, to the fhip or 
ihips fo wanting, fhall have full power to choofe and appoint 
at his discretion other like and fitting fhip or fhips to fupply 
their placew 

Item, it is taught that, the goods, and fhips that may hap^ 
p^ to betaken by them, or by any of them, in the feaof 
aiiy enemies, fhall bedeparted (divided) in thefonnafteiiihewen. . 

That 
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That is to fay, the Mafters of the fliips, Quarter-mafters, 
ihipmen and foldiers fhall have half the (hips and goods fo 
taken ; and the other half of the {hips and goods fhall be de- 
parted in three, of which the owners of the (hips, barges, 
ballingers and fpinnaces (hall have two parts, and the chief 
Captain and the Under-captain that third part (remaining) ; of 
the which third part the chief Captain (hall have double that 
one part the Under-captain (hall have. 

Item, that thefourthpartof the half fifteenthnowgranted{after 
the form of exception and deduction *ftated in the fame grant) 
be arreared by the coUedors thereto appointed ; to be received and 
paid into the receipt of his Majefty's Exchequer by the month of 
Eafter next, and that proportion of the fum to be iffued thence and 

* The aft Rot. Par. 20. H. 6, m. 8. The parliament grant for the defence of 
the realm and for the keeping of the fea, 2s. per ton on wine, one (hilling on 
the pound on merchandize imported and exported, on condition that the founh 
of the half fifteenth and xth be applied and employed as fpecified in a former 
grant paffed and for the fafe keeping of the fea only. Harl. MSS. No. 16. p, 127. 
As to the deduftions mentioned in the Aft 20. H. 6. m. 5. it exprefsly enafts a 
dcduftion of 4000!. out of the aniount of the xth and^vth then granted in relief, 
and difcharge of poor towns, ciries, burghs defolate, wafted and deftroyed, or 
over greatly impoveriftied, or over greatly charged ; to be apportioned byCom- 
miflioners, one Lord and two Knights in every county, and farther appoints a 
fpecitic relief and fubftraftion to the following places, i. I o the lay people of 
Lincoln fubjefts, to be difcharged for ever wholly of their proportion. 2. To 
thofe, of Cheltenham, Gloucelterftiire, one-half of the faid xvth and xth. 3. 
Alford, in Hampihire, one-half. 4.0fAndover Wilts one-half of ditto. 5. Of 
Scarborough, Yorkfliire, one-half. 6. Of Heddington, Oxfordftiire, one- 
half, and, j. Of Yarmouth, Norfolk, of one quarter of faid xth and xvth* 
Harl. Manufc. 1 6. p. 125. 

delivered 
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delivered to the chief Captains and Under-captains by the king 
to be named by Indenture for the faid governance and keeping 
of the fea, and to none other ufe : which keeping fhall begin 
rhe fifteenth day of May next coming, and to endure to the fif- 
teenth day of November then next fueing ; and then (in the year 
following) at the firfl day of March the keeping of die fea, to 
begin in manner and form as is aforefaid, to endure for the 
term of eight months then next following. 

And a farther payment to be made of the tonnage and 
poundage in this parliament granted by the Treafiirer of Eng- 
land for the time being, to fuch Captain and Captains as by 
the king fhall be named by indenture as before, after the rate 
of the faid fix months, and fo forth in the next year follow- 
ing in femblable wife. 

Alway forefeen that if the faid Captains or any of them, or 
any of their men under them, abfent himfelf out of the fe%- 
any of the months or part of them, afbreiaid j that tlien he or 
they be difallowed fo much of their wages as the rate comes to 
for the time of their abfence ; lefs than the faid Captain or Cap- 
tains or any men under them, leave a fufHcient man or fo many 
.fiifHcient men in their ftead for the time of their abfence. 

Item, that none of the faid veflels ne hone other veffel t« 
be had in the ftead of any of them attending ^ the fam 
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voyagCt be arrefted for any voyage of out laid (bvereign Lord 
the King appointed or to be appointed^ ne to no other ufe for 
the year aforefaidr 

Refponfe, Soit fait come il eft defire dorant le temps de la. 
iauf garde de la mere deinz efpeciiie^ Extrad^ from HarL 
ManiUc;. No,. r6. p. i34» 137. 

No. IIL, 
Names of the King' sfhips, anno 9.H.8* 151 7, m the Thames^ 
Henry Grace deDien, i2nien, Mary James, 1 man, 
Katherine Fortune, 4 men, Henry Hamton, 3 men, 
Gabriel Royal, 4 men> Lyzard, 2 men, 

The Great Barbara, 4. men. Two Robarges, 2 menv 
J<^ Bkptifl, 4. men, ' Rofe Galley^ i man, 

Mary and Rofe, 4 men,, Katherine Galley, i man^ 

Great l^ck, 4 men. Great Nicholas, i man, 

^eter Pomegranate, 3. meni Sovereign^ i man,. 
Marye George, 4 men,. Great Galley, 10 men. 

Mary John, 3 men,; Sir Edward Haward,knt.admi- 

Leffe Back, 3.i9ten, ral by indenture. Otho, E. ix. 

In the Cottonian Manufcript, Otho, E. ix. I find, befides 
the lafl fleet our of commiflion and laid up in port,, three lifb 
of the Englifh navy, in difFereiit years, in the fixteenth cen- 
ttiry, which, for .the reafons before recited, appear io me 

highly 



highly defefving of infertion, not merely as curious, valuable 
pieces of information in themfelves of the fpecific years they 
belong to, but as they will ferve Very materially to illuftrate 
and confirm thofe fainter (ketches and important outlines we 
derive from the earlier manufcript accounts of the fourteenth 
century relative to this fubjecft. 

IV. The firft of thefe I conjedhire to be of the date of the 
latter end of king Henry theEi^th's, or beginning of Edward 
the Sixth's reign. Circiter, anno 1546. 

Shippes for the Summer feafon. 

1. 500 The Great Backe, the toraiage and refpe^vc 
numbers of fouldiers, mariners, ai)d gunners, complex 
ment of men burned fo as to be illegible, the total 30® 

Tonnage. Shtppej. ' "Souiaiers. Mariners. Oaililers. Tot.Mfcn» 

2. 400 The lefs Backe^ 105 — 112 — 23 -^ 240 

3. 300 The Sweepftake, 100 **- 109 - — ao — 230 

4. 300 The Hart> . 180 -*- 20 — 200 

5. 300 -The Antelbfe, 180 — ib — 200 

6. 240 The Swallow, 142. — 18 — »6© 
7-* loa The new Bade, 124 -^ 16^-— 140 
8.. 200 -The Greyhound, 124 *- i6 — ! 14O 

9. 50 The Flower de Luce, 56 - — 4 60 

to 50 The Double Rofe, , 56—4—60 

R a Total 
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Total of the Portage or tonnage _ - -^ 2640 

Souldiers34i,marinersi22i,gunnersi63. Totalofmen 1730 
Wages, foldiers 341, per monthy of 28 days, at 5 s. every 

man, _ - _ amounteth to >f. 85 5 .0 

Mariners 1 2 2 1 and gunners 1 63, per month, at 8s. each 

dead (hares and rewards in the (ame accounted, ^5 55 120 



Total >f640 5 a 
Viduals of 1730 men for one monthy at 8s. 4d. 
every man, with necef&ries accounted, amounteth 
to - - - - ^. 720 16 8 

Sum of one month's charge of wages and viduals for 
1730 men, >f.i36i xxd. Cot. MSS. Otho, E. ix. 

Shippes for winter ufe, in dorfo of the fame paper. 

1. The Pauncy, — ^450 tons — ^foldiers, mariners, gunners, 

the number of each burned. But legible total men 300 

Tonnage. Shippes. Soldiers. Mariners. Gunners. To^Men. 

2. 500 The Mur^an, 138 — 142 — 20 — 300 

3. 400 The Mary Hambro, 108 — 120 — 18 — 246 

4. 180 The Jennet, 104 — 16 — 120 

5. 140 The Dragon, 104 — 16 — 120 

6. 140 The Lion, 104 — * 16 <-— 120 

7. The 
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7. 8o The Phauton, 62— 8 — 70 

8. 80 The Hind, 54 — 6 — 60 

9. 40 ThePhenix, 44 — 6 — 50 

10. 140 The Ma Willoby, 36 — 80 — 14 — 130 
Total of tonnage 2150. 

Total foldiers 418, mariners 954, gunners 144, inalli5i6 
Wages of 418 foldiers, per month, of 28 days, at 5 s. 

each, » _ - _ _ jT, 104 10 o 

Of 1098 mariners and gunners, at 8s. each, dead 

/hares and rewards in the &me accounted, ;^. 429 13 4 



Total JT, 543 I 2 

Vidhial of the faid 1516 men, per month, at 8s. 

4d. each man, with neceflaries, -r £' ^3^ 40 



Total charge of one month, - - /". 1175 7 4 

Cottonian Maaufcript, Otho, £. ix. 

V. The next is the lift of the Navy of England as I con- 
jecture at the beginnii^ of queen Elizabeth's reign. 

The Fleet, anno Elizabeth. 

Tonnage. Sbippet. Marinen. Gannen. Soldiers. Tot.MeO;i 

1. 1000 The Triumph, 340 — 30 — 130 — 500 

2. 900 -— Elizabeth, 340 — 30 — 1 30 — 500 

3^ Tonnage. 
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Tonnage. Shippet. Mariners. Gunnert. Soldien. Tot.Men. 

3. 800 The White Bear, 340 — 30 — 1 20 — 490 

4. 800 — Arke Rawley, 290 — 30 — no — 430 

5. 800 — y'l&ory, 290 — 30 — no — 430 

6. 650 — The Pope, now 175 — 25 — 76 — 270 

the Afliirance, 

7. 500 — Nonpareille, 150 — 24 ^ 76 — 250 

8. 500 — Mary Rofe, 150 — 24 — 76 — 250 

9. 500 — Lion, 150 — 24 — 76 — 250 
10. 500 — Bonadvcnture, 150 — 24 — 76 - — 250 
%l. 500 -r- Revenge, loft 150 — 24 — 76 — 250 

"by Greenfield, 

12. 500 — Vauntgard, 150 — 24 — 76 — 250 

13. 500 — Rainbow, 150 — 24 — 76 — 250 

14. 500 — Rainbow 2d 150 — 24 — 76 — 250 

15. 360 — r Dreadnought, 120 — 24 — 40 — - 184 

16. 330 — ^ Swiftfure, 120 24 — 40 — 184 

17. 300 — Antelope, .120 — 20 — 30 — 170 

18. 300 — SwalloWjdecayed 1 20 — 20 30 — 170 

19. 260 — Forefiight, no — 20 — 20 — 150 

20. 180 — Ayde, decayed, 90 — r 16— 14—120 

21. 160 — Tyger, decayed, 80 — 12 — .8 «— ioo 

22. 160 — Bull, decayed, 80 — 12 — 8 — 100 

23. 120 — Scoute, decayed, 55 -— 8 — 7 — 70 

23. 



( 127 ) 



Tonni^. Shippet* ' ^>briners. Gunners. Soldiers. Tot.Meii. 

24. 120 — Cremontany, 55 — 8 — 7 — 70 

25. 120 — Achates, 45 — 8 — 7 — 60 


26. Gaily bona volgr. 200 — 80 — 

27. 70 — Charles, . 36 — 4 — 

28. 60 — Moone, 34 — 4 — . 


63 — 343- 

9 — 49 
— 38 


29. 35 — Makefliift, 31 — 4 — 


35 


3o» 35 — Spie, . • 31 — 4 — 

31. S5 — Advice, 31 — 4 — - 

32. 3^5 — The Marlion,. 20 — 4 — 


0—35 

0—35 
— 24: 


33. 40 — Sunne,, 26 4 — 


— 30 


34. 30 — • Truft, 18 r — 2 — 


— 20 


35. -: — '• — Burgandine,, 33 — 2 — 

36. 15 — Greyhound, 10 — — 

37. 10 — George, r6 — 4 — 


0—35 
— 1.0 

— 20 


4302 555 1405 6262 


The Acquittance, . 205 The Defiance, 
The Crane, .205 The Repulfe,. 
The Advantage,. ^ 205 The Garlai^de, 
The Auftreaic, 205 . The Honor. 


600 

70Q 
700 

. 705 



Tempore regin* Elizabeth*. Otho, E.ix. cireiteri558. An. i, 
Eliz.. 

V. The 
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VL The laft lift I fliall infeit from Otko, E. ix. of the Na\7 
of England is in point of date I conjedlure about the fortieth 
year of queen Elizabeth, 1597, and I could not deny myfelf 
the pleafure of giving it to the Teader, as it contains many 
curious particulars, with refped to the officers and men, not 
to be found in any preceding accoimts. 

""^The names of the Capt^ns and Maiftres, with the number 

of foldiers and mariners, which be appointed to be — 

ArmeeRoiall by the fea. 

1. The Henry Imperiall — ^Portage 1000 tons— The 
Lord Ferrars Captain ; men of his own retinue 400; John 
Towborowe Mafter; mariners 300, - Total men 701 

2. The Trinity Soverayn— Port^e lobo tons — Court- 
ney and Cornwall Captains 4 men of their own 200 ; of 
my Lord of Devon 200 ; John Clafk Matter ; mariners 
300, -----. - . 701 

3. The Gabriell— Portage 800— Sir William Trevan- 
nion Captain ; men of his own 100 ; the Bifhop of 
Exeter looj «iy Lord of Arundel 100; the Lord 
Sturton 50 ; John Rutte Mafter ; mariners 250, - 6oi 

4. Katterine Fortileza — Port^e 700 — • ♦ ♦ Fle- 
mynge Captain^ of his own retinue 50; my Lord of 

Arundel 
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Arundel 106; of the Lord df Otmond 5a; Sir William 
William Scotte 5a', Henry Wodale ^5; Sir Affl^s PoUett 
25 J Ffremay Mafter; mariners fl^d,- - - 55I 

5. ThcMaryrofe — ^Portage 6oG^-9ir Edw^dHa^^fatrde 
Cqitain of his own 200; Thomai Sp^it Mailer; ttia* 
riners 20a, - - - _ i|.oi 

6. (Ship's name burned) -^-^ Pc^^fa^ 2g)o^— Maiftdf 
Arthur Archers of his- own retinue 50; Sir WilliEttfi 
Mewis 25 J Mafter ;;^ mariners: $0^ ■= - 155 

7. Shippeof Brifiowei--Fortage *^6«e>*— i^^ritohjr Vcykdr 
Captain of his own retinue 100; Fuller Mafter^ ^'> 
riners 60^ - - , - 160 

8. The Lizard— Pottage r2Di-^Rygynalt Csipiayrii'; 
men of his own retinue 60 ^ Mafter; mariners 40, •. - ib¥ 

9. (Ship's name burnt) — ^Portage 450— Sir Wcfton 
Brown Captain of his- own rfetiilUe r5o^ John Clegge 
Mafter; mariners 150, - " - . - 301 

10. The Nicolas Reed— ^Portage" jjfoo^^^^Saf^ William- 
Porton. Captain; loisa of hi«-own andr-my Lord of Oxfotd' 
150;. Mafter;! mariners t50y - «* 30I 

ii«. The Baptift' Hopton^-^Porti^e ^zxv^ir Thomas' 
Wyndham-Captaifi; men'of his own- 100^^ my> Ilotd^ of 
Oxford 50^ Maftier; manners 150^ *' .- 30! 

S 12. 
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12. -—ennyner— -Portage loo— Ichingham Captain 
of his own retinue lo; Sir Robert Lovell lo; Sir Tho- 
mas Lovell 40; Mafter; mariners 40, - lor 

13. The Sabyne — ^Portage 120— Sabyne Captayne; 
men of his own retinue 60;^ Mafter; mariners 40^ - lor 

14. The Jenet — Portage 70 — Goumey Captain of Sir 
Edward Howaid^s retinue 30; Freeman Mafter; ma- 
riners Qp^ - • - - 6l! 

15. The.Swallow-^-Portage 80 — * ♦ Kerby Captain; 
Thomas. Lucas 20; Sit Robert Clive 20;. Gidart Mafter; 
mariners 30, - • • . yj 

1 6. Swipeftake — ^Portage 80— *♦ Cork Captain; Sir 
Edmund de Lacy 20; Sir James Hoknd 20; Mafter; 
li^piiers 89, - . ^ ^ 71 

Viduallers for faid (hips.. 

Shi^pet. Portage. Kfenw 

1. — r~-blas, DiiapOT, vidualler to the Trinite 
Soverain>. •— — ~ ^- — • 140 — 4a 

2. Barbara of Greenwich, viSr. to. Gabridl Royal 150 •— 40 

3. Henry of Huapton, vidr. to Mary and John, 140 — 40 

4. Elizabethof NewcaftletoKatherineFortekza, 120 "i— - 40 

5. The Dragon to the Petcr» — ♦ — 120 — ■ 30 

Shippes^ 
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Shippes* Portage* Men« 

6. The Lion to the Baptift Hepton, — — 120 — 40 

7. Ship's name burned, \i£t. Nicholas Reed, — 140 — 00 

8. The Peter of Fowey, vid. to gr. Backe and 
Gormyn, — — - -— 120—39 

9. Margaret of Topham, to Mary, George and 

Gennett, — — — - 120—30 
10. Baptift of Calais, vid. to the Crifte and 

leffe Backe, — — 120 — 40 
J I. The ♦ • of Hull, vid. to the Mary Tamyfc 

and Lizard, — • — — 100 — - 30 
12. The Barbara, Ifham vid. to Nicholas of 

Hamton and Swallow, — *• — 100—30 
^3. The Baptift of Harwich, to the Sabyne and 

Sweepftake, « — — — 80 — - 30 



Of the methods refbrted to in thofe times to increafe the 
nimiber of the ftiips in time of war, or particular emergency. 

Thenavalarmaments of the two years above Ipecified, namely, 
anno 4. H. 5. and anno 20. H. 6. did not probably exceed 
the ufual naval eftabliihments for ei^t months in every year 
in times of peace. But in time of war, or. other public 
emergency, the king, with the advice and aftent of parlia- 
ment, or of a grand council, or often in lefter emergency 

S 2 with 
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with the 9jdvice of his council or minifters onfy, had and 
cxercifed the power as the occafion required, of augmenting 
his navy and increafing the number of (hips to any number or 
amount the particular (ervice and occafion required ; whether 
i% was to fight the enemy at Tea, or invade his dominions, to 
tranfport his troops or to convoy the princes of the blood 
royaJ, any great Lords, embafladors, &c. to or from any foreign 
country ; or for any other particular purpofe or occafion. And 
this was done either by proclamation of naval array fent down 
dther to the Cinque Ports, who by their charters were ob- 
liged; as will be feen hereafter, to fumifh a certain number of 
fhips and men whenever called upon by the king for that pur- 
pofe ; or elfe by fending down the like writs of array, either 
generally, to all the fea-ports and towns upon the fea-coaAs 
throughout the whole of the northern and weflem divifion of 
the admiralty; or-^fe partially, to-any^particular diflrid or 
part of either divifion, ad libitum ; according to the emer- 
gency of - thjCi occafion and number of fhips wanted, who alfoi 
with the Cinque Ports (and that nottonly the inhabitants of the 
£^d ports apd, towns, bujt 41 the landholders too within fix .. 
miles of the fea all roun4 the Englifhcoafl) were by their, 
chair^ers, tenures, franchifes and exempjtions from the land 
arrayandother.bur/dens of the inland counties ^ were,, .as I faid 

before, , 
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before, obliged when called upon to fomifh not only a certain 
number of fhips, according to their feveral quotas, equipped, 
vidualled and manned complete with failors, to rendevous at 
the port and day named by the king, and from the day of 
thdr jundtion to be taken into the king's pay. And befides 
tfliis^ thcfe laft Were ^rther obliged, under the fame tenures 
and exemptions, to keep up at all times both of peace and 
war a certain number of nien as a guard called le Petite 
Watch to attend the fea-coafts. 

A third method of encreafirig die navy when probably die 
other two weit found inadequate to the preflirig exigencies of 
the ferviceandoccafion, was fometinics reforted tb'and prac- 
tifed in thofe days to the great grievance and injury of the 
dierchants and oWners of fliips ; and was die gnJand^df in- 
cefiant remoriflrances from them and from the Commons of 
England to the king in parliament. And this was the k|ng 
and'council ifiuihg Writs of iriipfeft under the great or privy feal, 
addrefied to the admirals, fhierifFs, mayors, bailiffs, to' the 
mailers, mariners, &c. of particular diflrids or' ports em- 
powering certain' perfdns therein named to atreft or detain the 
wh(^ or particular fhips only, as it might happien widnn thbfe' 
diftri<as or ports, with all their crews; and to keep them there* 
fornicmthfi perhaps at the importable charge of the merchants 

and 
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and owners ; of the mens pay, the damage of the cargo and 
fl&ips furniture, before they were received or admitted into the 
immediate fervice and pay of the king. 

Rot. 14. E. 3. prs. 3. m. 46. A proclamation, dated Au- 
guft 3d at Berkamfled, to the fheriiFs, mayors, bailifis, &c. 
to arreft, man and vidual {hips in Portfmouth harbour, and 
all the other ports and towns upon the coafls weftward; to 
transport Thomas Ferrars, knight, with his armed force going 
to the relief of the iflands of Gemefeye, Jerfey, Serk, and Du- 
reney, at that time in danger from the enemy's fleet of galleys 
and fhips of war. HarL Manufc. 4583. p. 432. 

Anno 14. E. p. 3. m. 30. No. 78. Order to Robert de 
Morley, knight, admiral of the north, ,to get . leady fifteen 
fhips to carry over Thomas Beauchamp Earl of Warvdck and 
John de Veer Earl of Oxford from the port of Orwell. Idem 
ibid. 

But before I proceed to particlars, I will jufl obferve, that 
when proclamations had iflued for arrefling vidhiallers and 
manning any confiderable naval armament, it was ufual at the 
^une time to iffiie out writs to the fherifFs of the feveral coun- 
ties where the imprefled fhips lay, to take care that they were 
fitted and fupplied with certain kinds of flores that probably 

merchant 
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merchant fliips generally were not ftimifKed with, as may ap- 
pear from Rot. anno 14. £. 3. m. 29. 

Rex Vicecomiti Eflex, &c. 

Cum aiHgnavimus diveribs £deles noftros ad arreftandum 
omnes naves triginta dolia et ultra portantes^ in fingulia 
portubus et locis in comitatibus Eilexi^, SufFolciae, Norfolcise, 
Lincolniae, et Eborae, pro pailagio noflro, et quam plurimo- 
rum m^natum et aliorum irt comitativa noftra in partes tranf- 
marinas profe<9i]ro» 

. Tibi prsecipibus firmiter " injungentes ; quod tot pontes et 
claias, dolia vacua, bordas, rattas, cordas, flapuks, cannava- 
cia, annulos, et clavos ferrieos, et alia neceflaria pro hujaf> 
modi eildppamiento equorum necnon marenariorum ; et bufcas 
pro claiis, pontibus, bordis, rattis, provideri facias, capi e 
duci ad portum de Orwell &c. Harl. Manufc. 4583. p. 28 r» 
There are fimikr writs at the fame time addrefied to the fhe> 
rifFs c^ Suffolk, Kent, and Su£ex,. mentioned in the fame 
n^nufcript. 

The indenture made the year before between the king and 
council and Thomas Ferrars, knight, for the defence and re- 
pafatiori of die fortifications of Jerfey caflle is very ciuious and 
worthy of infcrtion* 

An4a 
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Anno 13. Edv 3. m. 32. Itenij, fait a rcmembrc que Mon- 
ficur Thomas de Ferrars ad empris d^envpyer faunz delay up 
homme fuffifant auchafteldeGemefeyepur furfeer les deputes et 
I'etat de meifhielachaftel; purpleinement certifier ent au con- 
feil, et en moen temps de trover g£^es a ceux qui y demurer- 
ront en gamifon illceques, tant que la fome de cent livies, 
et le dit Monfieur Thomas ferroit pourvoir tote manere de 
morte garnifture pur le dit chailel, defore felon ce qui efl re- 
quis per les mefl^es du dit chafVel. £t TErcevefque Canter- 
burie ct le treforer font accordez, coment gree ferra feit a dit 
Monfieur Thomas trente tonneaulx de Pomadre^ cinquante 
quintals de i<^, deux quintals d'acier, pur la meifine garni- 
ture J et pur ceo que Guillaum Pein un de» jureta de Tiflc de 
Genxe&ye ef): alorscontredefens a.l£s.enemys ; foit brief mande 
as bailifFet jurezde meifme^ifle de efHre un autre fuf£ifant> en 
fbn lieu, ^t de feifer fes terres biens et chateaux en le main le 
roi a refpendre ent les iflues. Harl; Manufc. No. 14. p. 58. 

From the context I apprphend. the word Pomadre above re- 
cited means gunpowder. The didionaries I have been able to^ 
cooiult. give me no light. I find indeed the word Ponunade 
fignifies, befidcs Pomatui^, the t^ckofaVaultcr, but no*, 
thing ipore; nor, doI.rccoUed to have ever met with this 
word as fpelt here Pomadre, but once in the Norman French 

manufcripts, 
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manufcripts, and that was Rot. Pari, arnio 14. B. 3, m. 39. 
jeciting letters of pardon to feveral perfons for arrearages of 
debt due to the king ; where I £nd one granted to Thomas de 
jBrockhuU pur trente et deux tonneaulx de pomadre, des queux 
il eft charge de fon account, du temps que il eftoit afligne de 
faire divers purveyances ad opusleroi en contc deKent. HarL 
Manufc. No. 14. p. 12. 

Upon the whole, however, I am much inclined to believe 
that gunpowder was about that time invented and in ufe in 
the defence of caftles, but not on board fhlps or in the field. 

In the Harleian Manufcript, 5166, which purports to be a 
full and minute account of the revenues and expenditures of 
the whole royal eftablifhment of this kingdom, during the 
reigns of the kings Edward the Firft, Second and Third ^ the 
following is the ahftraA of the fixed ordinary expenditure of 
the ordonance office in the Tower. 



The Matter of the Ordonance, - £. 


151 


11 S 


The Lieutenant of the Ordonance, 1 go marks 






per annum, - - _ 






The Surveyor, - _. - 


36 


D 


The Clerks fee, ~ - - 


12 


13 4 


And the room of a^ntleman, at i2d per 






-day, - - 


18 


5 


T 




The 
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The Yeoman, 9I. 2s. 6d. and room as before, £. 18 
The Matter Gunner, 1 2d per day,. 
The Goneftone Maker, 6d per day,^ 
SaltpeterMaker, - - . _ 

Gonne-founders Pwoy fee t» each, 4^ per day,. 

and room of gentleman,, 
Gonnefmithy - - - _ 

Engineer Artificer, 4d a day. 
Mailer Carpenter, fee ^d. a day. 
Gunners 109, 20 at 1 2d a day, 

I a at 8d a day, 

— — — — 80 at 6d a day, 
— — — 2 at 4d a day,. - 

In the Index Literarum Patentium regis Edwardi 3.ti Hafl. 
Manufc. 5163, anno xvi. Ed. 3. 1333^ prs. i. There is the 
following entry of the title of an order for taking up or im- 
preffing certain fliips for the purpofe of tranfporting certain 
great ordonance of the king's from Sandwich to the Tower of 
London; the words are de capiendo certas naves ad ducendiim 
magnum ingenium regis a villa Sandwici ufque Turrim^ 
Londini. Harl. Manufc, 5163, ad annum. 

In Rymer*s coUedions, vol. 7^ p. 77* Afcough's catalogue. 
No. 4586, there is a fimilar patent, dated anno 17. £. 3. 

» 
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^334, July the fifth de Petris ducentis Iculptis pro ingeniis 
tregis in quarrena de Folkefton afportandis a Sandwico ad Tvir- 
rim LondinI, frwn which and many other inflances that occur 
afterwards, it appears that in the infancy of the great ordi- 
nance eftablifliment they nfed ftone balls for loading their 
•cannon. In further illuftration and proof of the meaning 
and conftrudlion of the above letters patent, I will * fubjoin 
another patent from Rymer's printed coUeAion, vol. 7. p. 
187, wherein the king Richard the Second, in the firft 
year of his reign, commifHons Thomas Norwich ad emendum 
et providendum, per fupervifum Thomae Reftwold, de Lon- 
don, duo magna et dua minora ingenia (vocata cannon) fex- 
centas petras pro eifdem ingeniis, et pro aliis ingeniis j 1 2 
baliflas. quatuor millia quarrellorum, centum arcus, trecen- 
tas garbias lagittarum, fex millia bordarum de wainfcot, tres 
mille libras ferri, centum garbas ac^is, et triginta millia cla- 
vorum magnorum et parvorum, trecentas libras de faltpetre, 
centum libras fulphuris vini, unum ddiium carbonum de fa- 
lugh, feX iecares, duas fawes, fex naugcrs, 1 2 pickoys, centum 
balcones, duo millia de ftockfiih et dolia et barellas pro prx- 
miffis imponendis, pro flauro et munitione caftri noflxi de 
Breft*, Tefie apud Weftm. 16 Marc^. Rymer, vol. 7. p.' 187. 

* Surrendered by the Duke of Britanny, durante bello Gallico, as by ar- 
ticles (li^ulated and recited in the fame volume. 

T 2 There 
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Th^re is in the great Rolls of Parliament, anno 27. H. 6^ 
1448. m. 17. Harl. Manufc^ No. 16. p. 162, a curious paper 
which in one part of it ftrongly confirms the probability of 
great ordinance or cannon being, at thiattimeufed in fome parts^ 
in defence of forts and caflles; and in another, it ftrengthens 
an opinion or idea at leafl^, I am ftrongly imprefTed with, that 
in that age, not merely Nbrmandy> but France, Guienne, 
Aquitaine, Hanault, Flanders,, and probably moft of the 
eflates of Europe enjoyed with England all nearly the (ame gene- 
ral outline of conftitution, laws,. government, and parliaments,, 
confifting of their refpedlive heads, the Lords or patrician eflate 
Spiritual and Temporal, and a delegated reprefentative of the 
people. The reader, I am confident, will not be difpleafed 
if I give the whole of this mafterly compofition, as it is per- 
haps one of the fined fpecimei^ of the old Englifk language^, 
of that remote age now extant. 

It is the report of the Duke of Somerfet^ the king's regent 
in France, of the ftate of his dominions there, entitled, 

M. 17. Credence by my Lord of Somerset, Lieutenant of 
France and Normandy, committed to the Lord Haflings,. 
Chancellor of France, and the Abbot (^ Gloucefter, opened 
by the mouth of the faid Abbot of Gloucefter, in the parlia- 
ment by the king's commandment, both to the Lords and to 
the Commons. It 
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ft isf not unknown to your great difcretion^, how it liked 
otir Ibvereign Lord not long agoe to conunit the governance 
of the conntry now being under his obeifance in his realm of 
France arid Diitchy of Normandy, to the high and mighty 
Prince my Lord of Somerfet. The which prince in' his no- 
table wifdom feeing by experience the great continual and 
daily dangers, that there be done by the adverfaries ; feeing 
alfo the very likelihood within fhort time of intoUerable hurt 
thereof, unlefs then convenable and fpeedful remedy be pru- 
dently purveyed here : -fent hither my Lord Haftings Chan- 
cellor of France^ and me in his company, with Letters of 
Credence to our Ibverein Lord ; to let his Highnefe have know- 
ledge of the doubtfiill and dangerous dilpofition of that 
country : the which credence as compendioufly as I caa I fhall 
open to your wifdom&» 

Our Credence containeth principally three things. The 
£rft is,, to Ihew the great puiflance, and long advifed ordi- 
nance fumiflied with all manner of habilliments of war of the 
adverfe party. ; the which daily fortifie, repair and ftuff all 
their gprifons within the frontiers of the king's obeifance ; 
going aad riding within the £iid obeifance, armed in great 
numbers againfb the tenor of the truce ; doing murders innu- 
merable, taking the kbg'sfubjeds prifoners, as it were pleyn 

warre; 
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warrc ; with other great and lamentable injuries, as open rob • 
bcries, oppreffions and pillages without number. Of the 
which ofFences they have been divers times fummoned, and 
required by my faid Lord of Somerfet to make ceafe, and re- 
pair them after the tenor of the truce : but neither remedy ne 
reafonable anfwer, may in any wife as yet be had. Where- 
fore it may be prefuppofed by their froward deeds, and con- 
trarious difpofiticMi, that their intenticm is not to proceed ef- 
feftual to any good condufion of peace. 

Alfo the king's uncle hath commanded and made eric 
throughout all his obeifance ; that all nobles prepare them to 
be ready horfed and armed, in all wife habilied as belongeth 
to men of arms, within fifteen days warning ; upon pain of 
forfeiture of all their livelihode the number of which men is 
great and ineftimable. Alfo the king's uncle hath commanded 
to be cryed in every parifh of his obeilance under the fame 
pain of forfeiture, that every thirty men furnifh a man horfed 
and armed in briganders and legernefle with a long bow or a 
crofs bow ; and charged exprefsly that they doe none other 
labour but exercife them to their faid bows and harriefs ; the 
number of which men lb habilied and arrayed, as it is faid by 
'credible pcrfons, that of reafon fhould thereof have very know- 
ledge, cxceedeth forty thoufand men. This is the firft part 
of our credence. 2. The 



( HS ) 

2". The fecond part of our Credence is to fliew that, (if the 
war fhould fall, as God defend,)" the county of Normandy is 
in no wife of itfelf fufEcient to make fcGRaace againft the 
great puiflance of the faid adVerfarie for many great confide- 
rations. Firft,. for there is no place in the king's obeifance 
there purveyed, neither in reparations, ordinance, ne in any 
manner artillery ; but well nigh all places be in (uch ruin, 
that though they were ftulFed with men and ordonance, they 
be fo ruinou«, that they be unable to be defended and kept. 
The which reparations and ordonance to bt purveyed fuffici- 
ently will draw to ineflimable coils. Alfo, by the laft grant 
of the aid in Normandy it was openly propofed by three 
eilates there, that the general poverty of the country was fo 
great, that it was impoiEble for them to bear any more here- 
after fuch charges as they have borne heretofore ; wherefore 
they defired to have the number of men of war made lefs, or 
clfe to fhew to the king's highnefs, that there might be had 
goods of England to bear the fame charges. For of necefllty 
they feid, they muft be fpared for certain years of fuch pay- 
ments, OT clfe they muft be needly conftrained to goe their 
way and forfake their country, and fuiler the land to be aban- 
doned to the adversaries, the which God ever defend* This 
is the fecond part of our Credence. 

3. The 
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3- The third part is to remember, that the final term c£ 
the laft truce approacheth faft. Tor as your wifdoms have 
well in mind, it (hall laft now not to four months. And 
therefore it is thought high time to begin your purveyance, for 
the fafegward of thatnobleland. Whereforemy Lord of Somcrfet 
moft humbly befeecheth the king*s highnefs, tenderly prayeth 
all my Lords his counfellors, wiflieth, willeth all your wifdoms, 
to have that noble land in your good and fpecial-remembranoe, 
calling to mind the great, ineilimable and well nigh infinite 
cofts and cfFufions both of goods and blood, diat this land 
hath born and fufFered for that land*s fake. Whereof the 
fliamefuU lofs (the which God ever defend) fhall not only be 
the irreparable hurt of the common profit, but alfo an ever- 
lafling fpite and perpetual derogation in the fame and renown 
of this noble realme. In efchewing whereof^ and alfo leaft his 
filence in that behalf might in any wife be laid to his charge 
hereafter; my faid Lord of Somerfet for his true acquittal, 
gave us in commandment to open his Credence on this behalf 
to the king's highnefs, or to fuch as it pleaied his gcace to 
command to hear us. 

Wherefore, as by his commandment ye have benignly 
heard us, as we have in the name of my Lord of Somerfet in 
the moft humble wife befought the king's highnefs, and hereby 

prayed 
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prayed all my Lords in this parliament affembled; in like wife 
tenderly we defire all your wifdoms that now reprefent all the 
Commons of this land ; that it like you to weigh well all the 
' confiderations of this Credence in your great difcretions ; and 
fo help to purfue (iich aid, remedy and brief expedition, as 
the merits of this matter requireth* Harl. Manufc. No. i6. 
p. 163. 

In order to do but common juftice to the above recited 
very curious and valuable ftate paper, I muft beg leave to il- 
luftrate by adducing an additional authority or two in proof 
of both the conjedures I ventured to hazard in the preceding 
page ; namely, that in that age there were eftates or parlia- 
ments held in Normandy and in France, at Icaft in a fimilar 
mode to thofe held here in England, and that cannon were in 
fome parts at that time in ufe in the defence of fortrefles and 
caftles. , ; 

The firft is froni the. A6la Concilii, anno 9. Hen. 6. 1430,^ 
from the Cottonian Manufcript, Titus, c. 5. ad annum, en-^ 
titled, Articles in general that my Lords appointed to goe ii^to 
France defire to be inftruded of; with their anlwers. 

Article the fifth. For the paiment of the ftates of tl^e, 
parliament, of the chamber of the accounts, and of other 
'.'.., U officers 



officers of the realm of France, confidering tliat of that land? 
arifeth no commodity to pay them with* 

Anfwer. That many and divers cauies and ccmfiderations 
fufftr not the paimcnt remembered in the (aid article to ht: 
made at the charge of this land ; but that they muft be made 
of goods, fuch as may be gotten there by means ordinary or 
extraordinary ; as fine of pardon or other llich, as the king's 
coundl there can beft find or advife. Modifying alway the 
number of the perfbns and. eftates of the parliament, and 
chamber of accounts, and of other oiSicers, as the necefEty 
and fervice of die king and his obei^ince for the time afketh 
and requireth. 

Article lo. Item, confidering that the nature of the laft 
peace will> that no party (hall wire traShitus facts fine confenfu 
€Wtmmi fiatuum amverfinon tegm ; and that the eftates of 
France will not condefcend to no treaty of truce, but only ta 
tteaty of peaee : What fhall be done in this cafe ? Cottonian 
Mai^u^. Titu^, c. 5. ad annum. 

kot. 1^1. £U!mo ^ H. 6. m. 1 8. Item^ fbraimtrch as in 
t|]^e treaty of peace made not long agoe betwixt the king of 
noble memory ttcnry the Fifth, late our fovcrein Lord, and 
his father Charles of France, it is contained ; that none of the 
parties enter into or make any treaty of peace or of accord, with 

Charles 
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Charles the Dauphin, without the aflent of the three eftates 
.of both realms, that is to fay of England and of France j -and 
it is held for certain, £cc. Harl. Mamifc. No. i6. p. 78. 

With regard to the iecoad point, the ufe of ^eat ordinance 
:and artillery in tlie defence of caftles and fortrefles, jt is clearly 
,iafcertained by the indentures made between the king Henry the 
^SixtTi, in the fourteenth year of his reign, anno Domini 1435, 
and the Duke of Gloucefter ; conftituting the latter feu: nine 
-years Govamoor o( Calais and the Marches, the Tower of 
^Ryftack, and of the caftles of Hsuiimes, Marke, Vie, Stan- 
gate and Bavelingham, together witli the caftle and lordfliip 
of Guifhes, in tlie marclies -of Picardiei: the laid Duke al- 
ways to keep up in the time of peace for the guard mii fafety 
of Calais 260 gCQs d'armes, and 200 archers,; and to tikt 
for his Lieutenant two ^Hings, his Mar&al one iHiilling, and 
for each gent d'armes on horfeback, d^t pence, and for egch 
archer fix pence per (Hem, over and ajbove theliommes d'arnaes 
and the ardiers of t?he retmue of t^e treafur^ of Calais ^ sad 
to himfelf 104!. x^s. 'Sd. per ^nnum, and Ibrty b^laiheiis, 
twenty carpenters, £fteen mafbns, befides artillery n^efi and 
t>fiicers, and cannon and pcTwder fufiicient ^ar the gii^d of the 
Tame at the king^s cofL 

For the caftle of Hames . twd^e men at arms, ;thirty 

U 2 archers, 
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archers, eight horfe, remainder foot, with the fame ap2oint- 
ments. 

For the caftle of Mark four men at arms and fixtecn archers, 
the men at arms and archers horie, at nine pence and foot fix 
pence per day. 

For the caiUe of Vye, four men at arms and twenty archers. 

F<M* the caftle of Stangate, fix men at arms and four bal- 
lafhers, foot. 

For the caflle of Barelingham, thirteen men at arms, twelve 
ballaihers, and fourteen archers. 

For the caftle at Guifnes, fifty men at arms, five archers, 
all foot, except his Lieutenant, who fliall be horfed. 

And over and above of fpecial reward for himfelf and his 
feVeral Lieutenants forty marks per quarter. Cotton. Manu- 
fcript, Cleopatra, F. 4. ad annum. 

By the following A&s of Council, dated March 5, and 
April 16, anno 8. H. 6. 1430, it appears John Hampton, 
Mafter of the Ordinance was commiffioned to goe over into 
France, to furvey the ftate of the ordinance at Harfleur and 
-Calais ; with fiill powers to take away from or add thereto 
in each place refpedively at his discretion, as he fhould find 
moft conducive to his Majefty's fervice, and the defence and 
fecurity of his fortreffes there. * 

Anno 
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Anno 8. H. 6. March 8. Ordered a warrant, &c. to pay 
to John Hampton, Mafter of the Ordinance to our Lord the 
the King, for his trouble and expences which he will have to 
fuftain, as well in this kingdom as in France, one hundred 
marks by way of refward. 

April 1 6. Ordered a warrant under the Privy Seal, ad- 
dreffed to William Minos, Governor of the town of Harfleur, 
or his Lieutenant, to deliver up by indenture to John Hamp- 
ton, Mailer of the Ordinance to the king, or to his deputy, 
the guns, great and fmall, lapides bombordarum, the fulphur, 
faltpetre, gunpowder, malleos plumbeos, cum pancis, vai^s, 
fcholelis, pickorfes, ballett j launces, gables, magnas hawfers, 
et alias cordas principales ac artillarias, and all other offenflve 
or defenfive inftruments, neceflary for the wars of our Lord 
the King, remaining and being in his cuftody within the town 
of Harfleur : taking all care however that there be left in re- 
ferve there, a competent, reafonable and fufEcient fupply, for 
the fafeguard of the town aforefaid. 

Item, a fimilar warrant to Richard Bokeland, Treafurer of 
Calais, to deliver up to the aforefaid John Hampton, the guns 
great and finall, &c. as before in Calais ; referviiig a full fuf- 
ficiency for the defence and fafeguard of the town. 

Item, that a warrant, &c. be made out under the Privy Seal 

to 
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to the Treafurer aiid Chamberlains of the Exchequer, to pay 
to the aforefaid J<^ Hampton the fum of 2212L 17&. 4d. 
for the ordinance provided, and to he provided for the king's 
u& in the Marches. Vide Cleopatra, P. 4. ad an. & datam. 

A<5^a concilia, anno 12.11. 6. 1434. May 12, in the hall df 
the Bifhop of Durham"** palace near Xrond<m ; it was agreed 
that there ftiould be applied for the {afe cuftodj and defence 
of the king*s caftle of Roxborough fifty pounds, for the pur- 
chafe of artillery;, .cannon, powder and otlier neceffaries of 
war ; and fifty pofunds for ^e reparation of the cafUe afore- 
faid. Vide Cleopatra, F. 4. ad datam ejufdem anni. 

Before I conclude this digrefllon, w'hich liowever I hope 
has apologized ibr its length hy :the entertaiimient it jias af- 
forded the reader; I will beg leave to .add one authority more 
from the A€ts of Council of this year, in farther illuftration 
of the point we are now treating of, -fi^m the articles of the 
indenture fet-tled between the Council of Regency and the 
Earl of Saliibury, for the fafeguard and ward of ±he eaft and 
weft marches towards .Scotland. And although ^e general 
tenure of it refisrs ratlier to the ^military department ; yet as it 
is one of the completdl of the kind I have met with, and 
contains many curious particulars, I think it preferable to give 
.the whole entire here, rather than to divide or repeat any part 

of 
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of it a fecond time ; efpecially as I have other indentures or 
appointments or engagements to the Wardenfliip of the eaft 
and weft marches towards Scotland to adduce^ when I come 
to treat particularly of indentures in general in the next volume. 

Anno 12. Hen. 6. July the 6th, at Weftminfter, ordered 
indentures to be executed between his Majefty, (on the one 
part,) and Richard Earl of Salifbury, (on the other part,) for 
the iafe and furc cuftody of the caftle and city of Carlifle, 
and the weft marches towards Scotland, for one year, from 
the twelfth of September next. The fiiid Earl to receive from 
the king in grofi for the aforefaid. fervice at the rate of 2500L 
in time of war, and 1 250I. in time of trace or peace. 

At the lame time other indentures ordered to be executed 
between his Majefty and the afore&id Earl of Salifbury, for 
the fafe and fure cuftody of the caftle and town of Berwick, 
and of the eaft marches towards Scotland,, for one year, from 
the twenty fifth of July next ; the faid Ear! to receive from 
the king for that fervice 5000I. ia time of war, and s^oolt 
in time of truce or peace. 

The feme da^^ were read and agreed to the following asticle^y 
with the anfwers to the £une ; the which were ordered fo the 
keeper of die Privy Seal, to make out thereupon the neccflary 
patents in form. 

The 
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The defires of the Earl of Salifbury to have granted of the 
king our Sovereign Lord, by the advice of his council, if he 
fhall take upon him the keeping of the town and caftle of 
Berwick and of the caft marches with the weft marches ; the 
indenture of keeping of which weft marches laft made between 
our fovereign Lord and the faid Earl, expireth the 1 7th day 
of September next coming. 

Firft, that our faid fovereign Lord afore the feaft of St. 
John the Baptift next coming, doe make the caftle and town 
of Berwick to be fiifficiently ftuffed for the defence of them 
with bows, arrows, guns, gunpowder, ipears, arbalaftes, and 
other habiliments of war. 

2. Item, that the indenture of the faid keeping of the eaft 
niarches be made after the efted of the tenor of the cedule 
annexed to the articles that remain in the filaze in the office 
of the privy feal. 

3. Item, that the faid Earl have in hand upon his fealing 
of the ffiid indenture, one tjioufand pounds in part of paimcht 
for the faid keeping of the eaft marfhes, for waging of foldiers 
there, and for purveyance of viiShial, and other ftuff necei&ry 
for the- faid caftle. 

• 4^-^Item, fl^at tji? faid Earl be paid or fufficiently rafllgned 

afore his faid fealing, of the fums due for the . keeping, of^ the 

cajlle and town of Carlifle and weft marches. 

X 5. Item, 
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5. Item, that the faid Earl may have upon every taille^ that 
fliall be reared upon any of the cuftoms that now be or that 
hereafter fhall be, for the keeping of the faid caftle$, towns, 
and marches, or any of them ; writtf de fohendo et habere 
facias, direded to the fajd cuftomers for paiment to be made 
to the faid Earl upon any fiich taille. 

6. Item, that the faid Earl h^ve his bill granted touching 
his coftages and expences made for meeting at two times la^tely 
with the Earl of Douglafs and other commii&oners of the 
king of Scotts upon reparation of attemptates done upon the 
faid weft marches ; and alfo for k^eepiag certain hoftages of the 
faid king of Scotland. 

7. Item, that ordinance be made for reparation of the caftle 
of Berwick where it needeth. 

8. Item, that ordinance be made for the amendment and 
reparation of the walls, dyches, barriers, grates, (greces) g^tes 

and herte .of the faid town of Berwick ruinous and defedive, 

and not defenfible ; as it fheweth more plainly in the bill late 
given to our fovereign* Lord aforeiaid, by his burghers of ; the 
faid town. 

Memorandum for commifllons to be made to the Earl of 
Salifbury of both wardenrys. 

X Firft, 
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Pirft, for commiflions of confervation upon both- tEc- 
marches. 

2. Item, for commiflibns to grant fafe condud upon both 
inarches while hrihall be warden of them. 

3. Item, a privy feal to the Earl of Northumberland, to. 
deliver to the Earl of Sarum all the books of the Warden 
Courts and of the marches, concerning the eaft marches. 

4 Item, for a writt or a privy feal ta deliver to him the- 
ftufFof Berwick; 

5. Item, for a commiflion for fhips and vic^als to be taken 
for ftuifof the caflle and town of Berwick, during the time 
that he be Warden there. 

6. Item, for the entrechange of the king of Scotland s 
hoflages, and their names to be clofed in the king's letters of. 
privy feal or writ, if fuch entrechange fliall be had^ 

7. Item, for a power under the king's great feal to grant 
fafe conducts to certain Scotts, entending towards Jerufalcm 
and Bafil ; if they fhall have fuch licenfe. 

8. Item, for a commifHon to take particular trieux (inquefls) 
if need be upon both the marches. 

Anfwers to the above. 
Firft, as to the firft article concerning artillery and ftufF, 
&c. it fhall be delivered at the king's cofls, as the article pur- 

^ porteth; 
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rpi^rteth; except bows and arrows if he any take, which fliall be 
abated upon his wages. And the king fhall doe make reaibn- 
able reparation upon the caftle of Berwick, between this and 
the feaft of St. Martinmas coming. 

2. As to the fecond article, collation fliall be made be- 
tween the indentures. 

3. A« to the third article, he fliall have in clooth 500 
marks, and in money in hand one hundred pounds, and an 
hundred pounds of the rate of the lands of my Lady of York, 
if it draw to fo much ; and if the faid rate come not to an 
hundred pounds, yet he fliall have the rate what it fliall be. 
And over that the Treafurer of England fliall pay him in mo- 
ney to make the fiim of lool. And if it happen the faid 
rate to exceed the fiim of one hundred pounds, yet he fliall 
have the fum exceeding a hundred pounds. And over that 
he fliall have in money paid him afore the firft week after 
the feaft of St. Michael next coming, of and to the fum of 
fevcn hundred marks with the faid rate exceeding the fum of 
one hundred pounds. 

4. As to aflignment for the weft marches, he fliall be af- 
figned upon the ports or otherwife, as it can be accorded be- 
tween the Treafurer of England and him. 

6. Item, as to cofts for entendance two days of meeting 

X 2 with 
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the commiflarys of the party of Scotland, he fhall have fcr 
both the days four hundred mkrks ; and over that he (hall have 
two hundred marks for keeping of the king of Scotland's 
hoflages as his bill purporteth. 

7. He fhall haVe for the'caftle of Berwyk eight Tguift frfiall, 
twelve culvers, twenty-four albalaftes (crofs bows), fofty-eight 
pounds of thfedde 'for fti^ings, arfdtwelve cates with qukrrelles. 

•••• •••••••••• 

8. Provifo that if -for lack of artillery and reparation to be 
purveyed for the cslftle of Behvick, betwixt this and Mlrtin- 
xnas next coming any inconvenient enfue that the captain be 
difcharged of his bond. 

Item, it is accorded that if the &id Earl, for any caufes 
hereafter moving him, upon warning to be made to the king 
and his council of a quarter of a year before the expiring of 
the indentures of the keeping of the caftle and town of Ber- 
wick, and of the eaft' marches of England, to be made be- 
'tweenthe king and him ; woU leave the fdd keeping, and flo 
'?nore enttemife therewith, after the faid ex|Mri!ng; that then 
after the laid (warning) expiring, it fhall be lawfuU to him to 
leave the faid keeping, and that he be not chargeable toward the 
king lie his heirs of the fame keeping, but thereof fully dif- 
charged and acquitted' for ever. 

'8. Item, it is accorded' that he fhall be and flandin like 
^Bianner difcharged and excufcd for the* keeping of the caflle 

and 
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and town of Carlifle, and of the weft marches towards Scot- 
land, after the expiration of the indentures to be made betwixt 
the king and him for the keeping of the fame. 

9. Item, that the privy feal at the requeft of the faid Earl 
make letters under the king's privy feal to the Chancellor of 
iEngland to make the faid Earl to have the articles afore£dd 

■ • • • 

exemplified under the king's great feal. And then follows 
the patent at length, dated July 6, anno 12. H. 6. Vide 
Cleopatra, F. 4. ad datam anni ejufdem. 

I fhall conclude this digreflion with reciting an order of 
council, anno 10. H. 6. 1432, dated Weftminfter, Auguft 
the 7th, for the purveyance of an inferior or lefler kind of 
ordinance or artillery, on which however refted the principal if 
not fole dependance of our infantry equally, in the-field and ih 
the navy. 

Affented to* and agreed by the Lords of. the Council to pafs 
a warrant to theTreafurer andChamberleyns of the Exchequer, 
that they'd© in all goddlyhafte and order and provide, attheking's 
expence, one thoufand bows, two thoufand quivers of arrows, 
and fixty grofs of bow firings, to be delivered by indenture 
to Steven Flexmore, to bring and convey them fafely at the 
king's charge to the* Duke of -Bedford, the king's uncle, in 
his kingdom of France for the defence of the fame. - Cleopatra, 
F. 4. ad annum. Of 
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Of the Cinque Ports. 

The Cinque Ports were an incorporated body enjoying an 
inferior jurifdi6Uon within themftlvcs, fubordinate to the ad- 
miralty of England, hut more immediately amited in the fame 
perfon, and under i^the immediate command of the Conftable 
of Dover Caftle. .From their local Situation oppofite, aid 
their immediate vicinity to Calais and the French coaft ; th^ 
were from the higheft antiquity of great confrderation and 
confequence for the defence of the Britifh channel, and of the 
"^^uthem and eaftem coafts of this kingdom. And under 4:hi8 
idea were invefted with high honours, piivil^es, powers and 
immunities, and ere<Sted into a bulwark and guard to defend 
our coafls, able to repel the attacks of any foreign enemy, 
whenever they might attempt an invafron. This is beautifully 
exprefled and illuftrated in the demands of the Commons, 
anno 13. Ed. 3. 1338. Rot. Parliam. m. 11. 

jEndroit de garde fur mere, prie la commune, que ils ne 
fbyent chargez a confeil dormer as chofes, des queux ils n'ount 
pas conifance: et avis eft a la dite commune; ^que pur ceo 
que les barouns des (Cinque) Ports qui a tout temps ount ho- 
nours devant les conununs de la terre, et fount fr enfranchiz 
pur eftre garde et muir entre nous et aliens, Ci cas avenift que 
ils voudroient notre terre entrer et a£ailir, que ils ne fbunft 

con- 
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contributours a nuls aids ne charges toucheantz la dite terre ; 
ainfi pernont profitz fanz nombre fourdanz par mere et terre, 
par la garde fuiditz : par quoy avis eft a la commune que ils 
dcvercient faire la garde fur la mere auffi comme la commune 
fait fur ttrre fanz gages prendre ou demander, enfemblement 
od autres grandes villes et havennes que ount navie, que fount 
en le cas et tenuz a ceo faire. Harl. Manufc, No. 14, 
p. 48. 

The Cinque Ports in this reign were properly nine, namely, 
Dover, Haftings, Rovendale, Sandwich, Feverfham, Hethe 
Pevenfey,. Winchelfea, and Rye *;• as appearsfrom the procla- 
mation, anno 19 E. 3. Rot. Franciae. m. 31. 

The Barons of the Cinque Ports, as appears from their pe- 
tition, anno xxii. Ed. 3. (Harl Manufc. 252". p. 15, were by 
their chaiter obliged to find the king fifty-feven (hips, fo often 
as he fliall fummon them and his other Barons to go with him 
tohis wars. 

From an ancient manufcript in theBritifliMufeum I have ex- 
traded too the following particulars. Harl. Manufc. 7376. 

Thefe are the fervices which the Barons of the Cinque Ports 

• But originally as it appears from a very ancient extraA of king Henry the 
Second's reien, the Cinque Ports were only five in number, namely, Hadftings, 
RAvenhill, Hethe, Dover, and Sandwich. Vide Faultiaa, c. ix. toward* the 
latter end of that manufcript.. 

owe 
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owe to our Lord the King yearly on the feas if there h^ . 
occafion. 

The town of Haftings, three mefles. 

La Lower de Peveneffy, one mefs, 

Bolewaflieth et Petite Iltaine, one mefs. 

Kekifboume in Kent, one mefs. 

Crcnahe in Kent, deux homraos ovec deux anquins ovec les 
mefTes de Haftings. 

The town of Rye, five mefies. 

The port of Dover, nineteen mefies. 

The town of Winchelfea, ten ine(]^. 

Lyde, feven mefles. 

La Port Romenale in Romnah, four mefles. 

La Port de Hethe, five mefles. 

Folkeftone, one mefs. 

The town of Feverfliam, one mefs. 

The Port of Sandwych, Stonore, Serdwich, Sale and Senes, 
five meflbs. 

That is to fay, whenever the king fliall wifh to have the 
aforefaid mefles in his fervice, they fhall have forty days fum- 
mons, and fliall find for the king twenty men and a Matter, 
in every mefs, and the bailors of every mefs armed and well 
fumiflied to perform their fervice to the king. Thcfe mefles 

fliall 



( i6i ) 

fliall be paid at the charge of the Cinque Ports, from which 
they are fiirniflied refpedively. And when thefe meffes after 
their coniing have ferved five days, at the proper charge of 
the Cinque Ports, after the laid five days, they fhall continue 
to ferve at the charge of the king, as long. as wanted ; that is 
to f^y, the mafter of each mefs fhall receive fix pence a day, 
and the mariners three pence. 

The Court de Gripeney fliall have four days fummons and 
be held for the Cinque Ports or either of them, that is to fay, 
to try pur faux juggement, pur fervice le roi fouftrait, pur tre- 
for trove, pur fauxer de monoy, pur trefon purpofe contre le 
roi et la pees troubler. Harl. Manufc. No. 7376. 

The whole of this armament, or of the full quotas of the 
ports of the northern and weflern coafls were very feldom 
called out altogether, except in cafes of the greateft emergency 
like that we are proceeding to give an account of. When king 
Edward the Third raifed a large fleet in his expedition 
againfl France, in the thirteenth year of his reign 1338 ; 
he took out only twenty-one fhips from the Cinque Pprts, 
nine from the river Thames, and only feventy fhips from the 
weflern divifion, a proportion far fhort of what each contri- 
buted to the armament of 1345 againft Normandy, as appears 
from the rolls of that year. Harl. Manufc. p. 54. 

Y But 
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. J3ut beddes thefe more extenfive demands upon the Wardenr 
of the Cinque Ports for numerous fleets for the purpofe of 
war, tranfporting of fbldiers^ &c. even in times of peace it 
was ufual whenever government had occa^lbii' for a few fhips 
only for the purpofe of convoying asy princes of the blood 
royal, great lords, embafTadors; or even for the conveyance of 
merchandize, (lores, or other freight, to fend down a fummons 
to the Warden to provide the {hips wanted for that particular 
occafion. 

Anno 2. H. 4. The queen liabtlla of England, eldeft 
daughter of Charles king of France, who had been mar- 
ried to king Richard the Second, in 1396, after his depofx- 
tion (herfelf at that time no more than twelve years of age) was 
to be reflored and conduded back to her father, the king of 
France. There is in the Ads of Council (Cottonian manu- 
icript, Cleopatra, c. 3.) a very pleafing, curious and particular 
account of her Majefly's eflablifhment and the whole arrange- 
ment previous to this Voi^e Royal, as fixed by the Lords of 
theCouncil. And the twenty-third article of it is in purport as 
follows : Item, to fend letters of Privy Seal to the Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, to make provifion of three barres and three 
balingers, armed with the necefl&ry equipments, fafely to con- 
yey her Majefly's perfon in her pafTage by fea. 

Anfwer. 



( »63 ) 

Anfwer* If it fhall pleafe our moft redoubted (bveiem 
Lord the King. 

And in the Ordinances for her Majefty*s paflage, Art. 9. 
Item, to provide as well for all of the officers, 8cc. going out 
in her Mojeily's fuit, as likewife for the return of the Ladies 
and others of her Houfhold, when her court (hall be dif- 
charged. 

See alio an order to the Cinque Ports to provide ihips, 
dated July 5, anno 17. Ed. 3. de tercentum petris fculptis 
pro ingeniis regis in quarrena de Folkeftone afportandis a 
Sandwico ad Turrim Londini. Ayfc Manufc. 4586. p. 77. 

I {hall conclude upon this head with the original proclama- 
tion and fummons to the Cinque Ports, to fumi(h their full 
'quota of fhips and mariners for this particular fervice, anno 
:20. Ed. 3, dated at Weftminfter, March 14, and ad- 
dreflcd to the nine Cinque Ports, Dover, Haftings, Roven- 
dale, Sandwich, Feverfham, Hethe, Pevenfey, Wynchelfea, 
and Rye. 

Mandamus quod totum fervitium navium quod nobis de- 
betis, habeatis apud Sandwicum, die lunae proxime poft feftum 
Afceniionis Domini proxime fiituri ad ultimum, promtum et 
paratum ac bene munitum, ad proiicifcendum exinde in ob- 
^uium noftrum prout vobis in parte noftra tunc plenius in- 
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Jungatur 5 ficet nos et honorem rioftrimiy ac comitto<Jum, ac 
falvationem populi, regni, terranim et locoru'm praedidtomm; 
dilligitis, nullatcm tenus omittatis. 

Telle rcge, &c. Ayfc. Manufc» 4584. — ^Rymer's Col- 

4e<SH<Mis, vol. 5. p. 366. 

With refpe£t to the farther extenfidn of the liaval array be- 
yond the limits of the Cinque Ports, when neceflary for the 
public fervicc, it was made as before by writs 6f proclama- 
tion and fummons iilued and addreffed (under the immediate 
(andion of an ordinance of the parliament, or order of the 
King and Council only as the emergency of the occafion 
might happen to require;) either to the feveral ports and 
Wardens of the lea-coafls of the whole or of aiiy parti- 
cular diftrids of the weftern or northern divifion of the admi- 
ralty ; to array, vi<9:ual and man a Specific quota of fhips 
of a given number of tons burthen and upwards, to rendevcus 
and aflemble at a particular port named, by a certain day ap- 
pointed without fail ; and from that day of jundion to be 
taken under the immediate pay of the king. Whether it was 
precifely fixed and a{certained by ancient law or cuftom then 
what precife number of fhips or men any particular fta-port 
or town were obliged to fumifh, I am not warranted to fay 
upon any definite ground of au^ority from the records. But 
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I rather conjeiSiure tlie contrary, aiid that the quota was ad 
libitum, according to their refpedive flourifliing fituation and 
ability, and generally too fixed and afcertained previoufly by 
mutual ofFer ^nd acceptance between them and government. 

In the report made t)y the council to the Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, &c. 13. Ed. 3. It is faid exprefsly, fait a remembrer 
que les mariners fur leur departirpromiftrentdefaireappareiller 
leur niefe entre cy et de my Quarcfme prochain avenir ; et con- 
feil leur ferra v^nir une fomme de deniers, en aide de paier 
lours courtages qui ils ferront et fuftendront en cela partie, Et 
fait aflaver, que les gentz de cynque portes promiftrent de 
trover le moite des dites couftages de lour propre, et le ccuifeil 
;lour ferra avoir paiemcnt de I'autre moite, mas noimpas en 
noum des Gages, einz dc grace efpecial ; et. trouveront les 
dits gentz des portes xxj niefs de la propre et del jx niefs del 
cawe de Thames, Harl. Manufc. 14. p. 54. 

Item, fait aflaver que les jmariners devers le weil ount pro- 
mls de trouver 70 niefs de la charge de cent; tonneaulx et.paf- 
f nt, et de les appareiller coUntre mefme jour, et de^prendre 
• eux-mefmes fi pres come ils purront de trover les couftages 
que y bufbignera mettre, et pur le remanent le confeil lour en- 
., vorra ime fomme des deniers, en I'eide de tieux collages faire; 
mes noun pas en nomme des gages, dioz de grace sfpecialz : 

ct 
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ct ferra un clcrc ordinez de fiirveer les collages fufHits pur on la 
plus grant bufoigne ferra pur les mariners devers le weft ; et un 
autre pur les gentz de cynk portz. 

Et fait a remembrer, que totes les niefs de Portfinouth ct 
de ilceques devers le weft de la charge de cent tonneaulx et paf- 
fant, fableront a Dertemouth le dit jour, et ferra afligne lour 
admiral le Counte d*ArundeL Et les niefs de cynk ports, et 
del eawejde Thamyfe de meifme la charge, fableront a Wyn 
chelfea, et ferront lour admiral le Counte dc Huntindon ; et 
accorde eft, que tote ceftes niefs ferront preftes a my Quar- 
refme prochain avenir. 

Item, que mandez foit totes ports as admirals, que ils 
&cent lurreftsr totes les autres niefs qui purront pafter a meer; 
que lis ne ailent par furlameo* par <loubte des ennemies; etde 
garni ceux a qui les nie^ (bunt, que ils amenent ou facent 
amencr, les ditezpetites niefs as Havens et lieux ou eles purront 
mieltz dire falvetzdes ennemys. Rot Pari, anno 13. E. 3. 
Harl Manufc, No. 14. p. SS* 

Anddiisleadsmeto fpeak of the third method of increa^bg the 
navy by imprcft, tfaatis^ by the kingand council ifluing writs under 
the great feal to certain (erjeantsat arms, the Mayors, Bailiffs, See. 
of the ports, either in generai,orof any particular diftri<as, to arreft 
the merchants fliips and their crews at fea or in port, and to detain 

them 



( i67 ) 

t^em for the king's fervice, to the number and fize wanted. 
A pradice as irregular in itfelf as it was grievous and burthen-^ 
fome to the trading part of the nation, and feldom, I believe, 
reforted to but except either when there was a deficiency of 
fliips ftill wanting to be fupplied, after the two former modes 
of fummons to the Cinque and other p(»ts had been put into 
execution ; or elfe where the ex^ency c^ the emergent occa- 
fion was fo prefllng as not to admit the tedious form and delay 
of a fix weeks previous fummons to the Cinque or other ports 
in the regular mode of proceeding. 

Anno 12. Ri. 2di. an Order of Council, dated Augufl ii, 
1^88, to Thomas Sayrill, Serjeant at Arms, to imprefs fix 
fhips and one barge, properly fitted out and equipped, in the 
port of Dartmouth, tocondud John of Gaunt Duke of Lan- 
cafler, from Bourdeaux to England, ad confiilendum regem 
tam de bono regimine flatus ejufdem, quam certis aliis magois 
et ui^entibus caufis. Vide Rymer's Fsedera, vol. 7» pages 
641. and 648. 

Anno 16. E. 3. m. 47. Feb. 20. Edwardus Dei 
ijratia, &c. 

Univeifis et fingulis admirallis, vicecomitibus, Majoribus, 
Faliivis, Minifbis, Mi^iflris, et marinariis navium, et alii^ 
fidelibus fuis, 6cc. 

Sciatis 
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.' Sctatis quod no& de fidelitate et circumfpeddone provida dl~ 
kdlorum nobis Johannis de Watenhall,' JoKannis de Gernacle 
et Henrici de I^, fervientium noftrorum ad arma plenius 
confiderites aflignavimus ipfos conjim<iim ct divifim ; ad omnes 
naves quadraginta dolia et ultra portantes \ifque ad numerum 
fexaginta navium in Singulis portubus et locis maritimis 
in comitatibus Cornubia:, Devonise, Somerfet, Dorfet, et 
Southampton, tarn infra libertates quam extra ; arreftandum 
et ad eafdcm naves marenariis et aliis hominibus pro guber- 
natione earundem neceflatiis muniri, et uiquc portum de 
Portfinouth duci faciendum, Ita quod fiht ibidem de Domi- 
nica in medio quadrageflims proxime futurae promtae ct paratae 
pro paiTagio quorundam ma^atum et aliorum £delium noftro- 
rum ad partes Britanniae pro urgentiffimis negotiis nos et jura 
noftra fpecialiter tangentibus, mittendorum. Dantes eifdem 
Johanni Johanni et Henrico, et eorum cuilibet, pl^nam tenore 
praefentium potentiam, capiendi et arreflandi omncs illos quos 
in praemifTis contrarios vel rebelles invenerint, et priTonis nqftris 
commitendi ibidem moraturis quoulque de eis alitcr duxcrimus 
demandandum. Et ideo vobis mandamus quod eifdem J(>- 
hanni Johanni et Henrico vel eorum alicui, in prsemiiHs om- 
, nibus et £ngulis faciendi^ et exequendis, intendentes iitis con- 
fulentes et auxiliantes, quoties et prout iidem Jo. Jo. et Hep. 

vel 
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vd conim aliquis vobis ct alicui vcftnim fcire fecerint vel fc- 
cerit ex parte'noftra : ct vos pnefati vicecomites omnes illos 
quos iidem Jo. Jo. & Hen. vel eorum aliquis in prsemifUs con- 
trarios vel rebelles vobis vel alicui veftrum liberaverint vel li- 
beraverint ; ab eis et eorum quolibet recipiatis et in priibnis 
noftris falvo caftodiri facialis in forma fupra dida. 

In cujus rei tefHmonium has literas noflas fieri fecimus pa- 
tentes. Tefte me ipfo apud Weftmonafterium viceiluno die 
Febniarii, anno regni noftri Anglix, fexto decimo regni vero 
noftri Franciae tertio. Per ipfum regem. Harl. Manufc. 
4584. Rymer's Coll. No. 5. p. 351. 

However, be that as* it may, this mode was at (everal years 
in this and the fucceeding reigns, down to Bdward the Fourth, 
carried to fuch lengths, as to be made the ground of very fe- 
rious complaint and remonftrance, not only by the merchants, 
but by the Commons in parliament, in their petitions to the 
king in very many inftances; who in the forty-fixth year of 
this reign goe fb ^ as to ftat6 this fingle circumftance as the 
principal caufe of the then comparative annihilation and de- 
ftrudion of the navy, meaning there the commercial trade of 
England by fea. Thefe reiterated complaints might, and 
probably did, obtain rather a partial temporary Aifpehficm or 
remifHon of the irregular exercife of this power, than any 
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efiedual remedy or prevention of the evil ; except that in die 
third year of king Richard the Second's reign the Commonfi 
obtained the pafHng of a ftatute, that the owners or mafters 
of all the jQiips taken by the king, fhould be allowed a certain 
rate for the tonnage of their veilels during their continuance 
in the king's ibrice, as appears by the following extra<^s from 
Harl. Manufc. No. 21. 

Anno 47. Ed. 3. m. 28. That the Mailers of fhips may be 
paid the wages of them and their mariners, from the day they 
were appointed to ierve the king. 

Anfwer. Taking of fhips fhall not be but for neceiSty, 
and payment ihall be reaibnable as heretofore, m. 29. 

Thoie Mafters of fhips require allowance for the tackling 
of their fhips, now in the kit^*s fervice. 

An^¥er. Such allowance hath not been heretofore made. 
Harl. Manttfc^No. 21. p. 81. 

Anno 2p £L 2. m^. 4. The Commons of the county of 
Comwal fhew how by taking up of their mariners the Spa- 
niards, lately biuned all their flups, and otherwife much ea^ 
damms^ed them; the like complaint made aU the fea-coaib, 
and therefore pray remedy to be had. 

Anfwer. The king, by advice of his Council, will pro* 
¥ide xemedy therefore. HarL Manuic. No. 21. p« 125. 

Anno 
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Anno 2. R. 2. f^etidon of the Commons, m. 67. 

That Tome remedy may be found againl^ the taking of fuiidr|r 
mens fhips, whereby they have been fpoiled to the utter decay 
of the whole nary. 

Anfwer. The king will diercfore make the beft ptoviiioii 
that he may. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 126. and agaia, m 
die ieoond parliament of that year, m. 52. 

That the owners of fhips, imprefied for the king's (mice, 
lor their loflibs in the fame may be oonfidered, and that ma- 
riners may have like waged as archers have, 

Aniwer. It fhaB be as hath been uled. 

Anno Richard the Second, m. 47. 

It is enaded, for to endure unto the next parliament, that 
every Mailer of a ihip fhall have for his reward for every ton 
weight of fuch his vefiel as fhall be taken up to ferve the king, 
for every quarter of a year that they fhall fb remain in the 
king's fervice, three fhillings and four pence ; beginning the 
Gift day of their entering into the haven or other place ap- 
pointed. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 131. 

As to the mode of conducing thefe imprefb or taking upof 
the merchants fhips in the ports, there is in the A&a. Confilii, 
anno 21, H. 6. A. D. 1443. Cot. MSS. Cleopatra, c. 5. a cu- 
rious paper very difficult to make out and very defeftive, be- 
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ing merely a rough (ketch or minutes of the refblutions taken 
on^diiFerent council days, on the queftion of providing (hips 
^r the fervice of Bourdeaux and Baion, by way of memoran- 
dum taken by the keeper of the Privy Seal or Clerk of the 
Coimcil as an inftru^on to himfelf to prepare the neceflary 
inAruments againft a future meeting. Defedtive as it is, how- 
ever, I will venture to prefent it to the reader, as it gives, in 
my opinion, a much moire minute and particular account of 
the mode and manner of conducing this buimefs of naval 
impreft, than I have yet been able to meet with. 

I. The firft is March the 6th, prefeit in Ardem*s houfe at 
Weftminfter, my Lords. the Ch^cellor, the Bifhop of St. 
David's, Earl of Suilblk, and the Treafurer of England. 

Art. 3d. Alfo be there made commiflions by all the coafts 
of the fea to put them in array. Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 61. 

H. March the 7th, in the Star Chamber at Weftmin- 
fter, prefent my Lords the Cardinal of York, the Chancellor, 
the Bifhop of St. David's, Northumberland, Suffolk, Trea- 
furer, and Chamberlain. 

Art. I. Memorandum, that Coldey, Darlyng, Whiklyn, 
and Bowman fhall go arreft fhips, and none deflreth but they 
doe duly that, that belongeth in ftich cafe, and thereto they 
beeth fwom on a book. 

Tuhner 
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Tulmer and Wiklefee fliall arreft (liips in the port of Lon- 
don, with the help of the Mayor, Sheriifs, River Admi- 
ral, and Water-Bailifl«. 

Darlyng and Bowman, from Maldon, Efiex, Sufiblkj 
Norfolk, Lincoln, York, and Newcaftle; with the help 
of the Mayor, Vice -Admirals, and cuftomers of the place 
they ihall come in. 

Coldey and Ingoldeby from London to Hamton, with the 
help as above. 

5. Alfbe be there a commiffion for arrefting fhips in Bri- 
ftowe, and that all the fhips be ready at the Caumbre on St. 
George's day next enfiiing. 

6. The Recorder of London defireth to in indent- 
ing the people to the king's aid. 

Art. 7. Be it commanded to goe to the Maycn: and de^e 
him to labour by all the means that he can, to do that the 
king defired. 

Art. 9. Be there made letters under Privy Seal to all the 
king's feed men, and alfb to the king's ♦ great council to be 
with the king and his great council at Wefbninfler, at the 

* N, JB. There was no parliament fummoned or held from the 20th to the 
%id year of this reign. 
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Quindean of the Pa(cha all excu&tions oeafing hp tht good 
weal of -die king, his realms, lordlhips and fubjcAs* 

Anno lo. Be there made a commiflion to Wicklelee, 6cc. 
as above for the arreiting of (hips with on inhibition in the 
&me, that the admirals, nor any £ot thesft, di^eft them. 
Cleopatra^ c. 4. p. 62. 

III. AdaConcilii, anno 21. R. 2. March the 9th, ait tho 
Star-Chamber, WeOminAer, prefent my Locdt the Cardinal of 
York, the Chancellor, the Bifhop of St. David's, Barl of 
Su^lk, and the Treafurer. 

Arrefting Shipping. 

As to the firfl (queftion), treat them as well as you can, in- 
ducing them to awe the reft, and finding fiirety to be here 

• • ■ 

again to doe their devoir, and be in the caumbre by St. 
George's day ; to find furety and if they will not doe it, to 
fufFer them then to depart. 

To the iecond queftion put them imder arreft, and do all 
that ye can for to do the king's (ervice ; and in no cafe preft 
them, but if they can find fecurity. 

To the third, neceffity is fuch that of what portage they 
be they muft be had, the enough that they be of three hun- 
dred (tons) or above. 

To the fourth, that they and the cuftumers together take fuch 
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fiirefy of the owners and the Maflers of the fhips inhabiting 
the town, that they fhall come to the place appointed thereto 
if wind and weather permit, by St. George's day, or dfe in 
no wife to (vSex them to depart 

To the fifth, to treat them as honeftly as that they may, and 
there be none other cajufe but that, fpare it not. 

To the iixth, they muft leave four (pafi^crs) and two 
fiayrds at leaft on this fide. 

To the feventh, they fliall have fuch power as they defire 
by the ♦ • *. 

Be there made letters to the Treafiirer and Chamberlain, 
•♦•♦ to make(provifion) therefore for fhips fiich as fhall ferve now 
to do the king's fervice for the warre. Cleopatra^ c. 4. p. 62. 

IV. Council, March the nth, Star-Chamber, Weflminfter, 
piefent the Chancellor, Treafurer, Bifhop of St. David's, and 
the Wardrober. 

Be there made Letters oi Commiffion under the Great Seal 
unto Sir H. Sta^brd, Lieutenant of Caleys, to the Marefchal 
and MiEtyor of Galeys, and to the Warden and Bailiffs of Caleys, 
jointly and feverally commanding them and every of them, to 
put under arreft all fhips that are at Calais, that beeth in ferv- 
mg, or fhall be under order, for fSnding fix ve^ls ; and to 
keep them; under anefl unta the time that the owners or Ma- 
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ftcrs fhall find Sufficient furety that, for the ietting over the 
{ba the annee, the faid fix fhips fhall be ready in the Cambre 
by St. Gcorge^s day next enfueing, ready with the fhips for 
the fetting over the faid armee. Cleopatra, c. 4.. p. 64. 

Byt to return to a period much nearer to the times I am 
writing of, there is in the forty-fixth year of Edward the 
Third, 1371, a petition of the Commons in Parliament fo 
illuflrative of the grievance complained of in Henry the Sixth's 
reign, and which at ^he fame time gives Co pleafing a picture 
of the flourifhing flate and profperity of the Englifh navy and 
commerce only twenty years before, that I cannot deny my- 
felf the pleafiire of inferting'it. 

Rot. Pari, anno 46. £. 3. m. 20. Item, prie la commune, 
que come les merchantz et mariners d* Angleterre qui xx annez 
pafTez toutdys a devant ; la navie du dit roiaulme efloit en 
toutz portz e bonnes villes fur meer et fur rivieres, fi noble et 
fi plenteoufe, que tous lez pais tenoient et appelloient notre 
avauntdit fdgneur k rot de la tneery et lui et tout fon pais do- 
toient le pluis par mer et par terre, per caufe de la dite navie. 
Et ore, il efl fi defincrefce et aneantis, par diverfes caufes ; 
appy il y a demeure fufficiente a defendre la dite pays (fi grand 
meflier efloit) encontre royal poair, y fuifle a grant perille 
commufiement de tout le roiaulme. Des queux caufes farroit 
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trop long de tous efcrivre. Mez un caufe eft principale la 
longe arrefte que fbuvent ad efie ^te, fur le niej^ en temps 
de guerre. Ceft af&ver par im quartier de an ou pluis, avant 
que ils pailent hors de lours portez, fanz riens prendre par lout 
gages de lour mariners durant eel temps ; ou le feigneurs des 
niefs rien prendre de guerdon, pur les appareillements des 
leurs niefs et couftages. Dount ils prioimt en oeuvrc 'dc cha- 
tite de convenable remedie. 

Reponfe. II pleft au roi, que la navie foit maintenue et 
garde a greindre eafe et profit que faire ie poet. Harl. Ma- 
nufc. No. 15. p. 384. 

I fhall only adduce one inftance.more of impreft, and that is 
a general arreft or embargo of all the (hipping and mariner^ 
in the feveral ports, ibmetimes relbrted to in the commence- 
ment of a war, on the alledged groimd of precaution, and by 
way of prevention of their being captured by the enemy, for 
the general iafety and fecurity of the (hips, their cargoes and 
the owners. And this was pradi(ed in the year of king Ed- 
ward the Third, the thirteenth 1339, as appears from Rot. 
Pari. 13. E. 3. m. 14. 

Item, per le mi(chief que eft venu a la navie d* Angleterrc, 
per la refon que les (eigiieurs d6 auCcunes nie& et maifWes et 
mariners des me(incs les niefs, ount envoiez ou nienez lour 

AV ^ • "■"■'" ' niefs 
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niefs fur meer, hors.de k flote et compagnie des sajttKS niefsj 
pur querir merchandizes et pur covetife de gaigner : queles 
niefs otint etez pris per les ennemies notxe feigneur le roi fiir 
meer, et les gent^ trovez en ycelles tuez ct mourdrez en efclan- 
fler hotre feigneur le toy et de tout fon royaumCy et en anean- 
tifeiiieht de la flote de la navie ;. fi eft accorde et aiTentu en 
plein padement, que tote la navie demoerge et foit arreftuz 
tanque autrement ent foit ordenezr Rot. ParL anno 13. £r 
3. m. 15. HarlManufc. No. 14. p. 49. 

irhere is in Otko, £, ix. a fimilar arref^ or eml>a^o laid 
upon all the fhips and mariners of England, dated June the 
9th, ih. the nineteenth year of queen Elizabeth, which as far 
as remains le^ble &oiti ike depredation of the fire,, is as fel^ 
lows. 



-, - .*-n - - fervice and benefit of the '^ -. - - r 

^ ~ ties name ftraitly charge and command you .- 

majefties ports under yourofficeandchargethatno fhippe — ^ 

— appertaining to her MajefHes fiibjeds no: any maryner of—-* 
- — :navye hg* Majefties fiibjed, be fuffered . to pafs over the feas 
into ----- countreys for any caufe ; but that there be a 

-general reftraint made -. all perfons and veffels of that 
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ibrte ; &vmg fuch as fliall goe a fy^Qung, or fhall pafTe from 
porte to porte along the coafts of diis realme, or be notori- 
oufly known to be pafiengers cm- viduallers of the realme of 
Ireland ; until you fliall receive further dire^ons on that be- 
ialf from her Ma^cflie or from us to the contrary ; and of this 
you may not fail in any wife as ye tender the furtherance of 
lier Highnefs's fervice and will anfwer, the contrarie at your 
perills. From Greenwidi the 9th of June 1574. Othq, 
E. ix. Anno 19. Eliz. 

It was c^ferved bbfore that all the fhsps raifed at the requi- 
frtion of the Crown, whether by the Cinque Ports or the 
other ports were by the old tenure and cuflom to be rdfed and 
fent forth equipped, manned with mariners and vi^ualled at 
the cxpence of the ports that liipplied them, untU their junc- 
tion with the admiral at the port of general rendezvous, at 
the time appointed j and then they were taken into the kijigls 
immediate pay. For although m the armament of the i3t|i 
of Edward the Third, the Crown confented previoufly to be 
at half the firfl cxpence of raifing them with the Cinque 
Ports, and to advance the remanent propoEtipn thereafter to 
be afcertained, in aid to the weflem ports; yet there is anex- 
prefs falvo in both cafes, that fuch aid fhould be confidere^, 
ittes noun pas en ttomme de gages ^ einz 4^ grace affect alL 

Aa 2 This 



This charge the fea-ports and towns upon the coafts raffed 
by afledments amongfl themfelves, after the rate probably of 
their afleflinents to the Tenths when fudi were payable tinder 
the infpedion and diredion of the commiflioners of naval array^ 
or the Wardens of thefeacoaAs, and the holders of the lands within 
fix miles of the fea were aflefled too after the rate of the afle{f> 
ments to the land array in the r 9th of Ed. 3d) which, as will be 
(een hereafter, w:as aequivalent to a whole fifteenth.. For, be-^ 
fides thefe cafnal impofts in times of war chiefly, upon the 
fea-ports, towns, and holders of land for fix miles inward alt 
round the coafts of England; they had a confknt ftanding 
enlarge upon them unremittingly even in the time of peace,, 
naioely, that of keeping up a conftant guard c&Atd peui wacciee 
to defend the coafb hy land or fiba.from the attacks or defcents- 
of foreign ennemys. And in coniequence of their being liable 
to the duties dbovemendboed, they enjoyed witli other privi- 
leges, a total exemption fixim the charges in the military array 
Ux finding men at arms, hobelairs, and archers m common 
with the holders of the inland parts of the counties. The foHowing 
authorities may ferve to prove and illufb^te the above particulars. 

Pat.claufli3«E.3. m. 4. D. i. Rex dife<%s et fidelibus fuis 
Johanni de Hanlo et fociis fiiis cuflodibus terrac maritims in 
<}om. Buck. Salutem. Quum dekdus et fidelis nofter Rogerus 

Hil. 
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Hillaiy unus jufticiariorum nofbxMium de banco, ad arma juxta 
flatus fiii exigentiam fe paravit, ad equitandum perfonditer 
una cum aliis jufticiariis et fidelibus noftri» in comitativa de- 
led! et iidelis nofbi Edyrardi Ducis Comubiae et comids 
Ccftriae filii nofkii cariffimi ; contra alienigenos hoftes noftros 
pro defenfione regni noilri, & eidem hofles nos invadere prae- 
fumerint. Nos volentes ipdim Rogerum e^ occafione de homkii- 
bus ad anna feu aliis pro cuftodia terrs maritimae alibi inve- 
niendis exonerari; Vobis mandamus quod ipAim Rogerum ad 
aliquexji hominem ad arma, feu alium pro cuftodia didhe terras 
maritimae, ratione duarum partium maneru de Haveriham in 
Comitatu praedido in manu (ua exiftentium inveniendum, non 
ullatenus conipellatis, et diftridionem fi quam ei, ei occafione 
fieri feceritis, fine delatione relaxari faciatis eidem. Tefte 
cuftode, &c. apud Bdrkamfted, April 2B, Ayfc. Manulb- 
4584. Rymer*s Coll. vol..'4. p. i. 

And from the Allowing inftrument it appears, likewife, that 
partofbxfordfhire, aswellasBuckingbamfhire, was liable to be 
aflefled tonaval suray. Anno 1 3 . £. 3 . m. 46, Item, eft accordez 
& aftentuz que briefs fbient ^ts, as arraiours des gens d*annes, 
hobelours et archiers, pur la garde de meer en counte d'Oxen- 
fbrde, par la priouret chanoyns dcBuiencefter; de fiirfeer que la 
demande que il fbimt as dits priour et chanoins, pur trover \m 

homme 
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komne d'armeft et deut archkrs, pur faire tiel garde a Portf- 
mouth i et auffint de paimoit (aixe dc deniers pur celle caufe 
tantque ils aLent ai^tre sn^idement de roi, pur la refon que il 
dl mk aux predats et autres grands en dit parlement, que totes 
les poiTeflions de lour maUbn punont a pain fuifire a lour fuf- 
tenance, et que ils ne purront trover tide charge fanz trop 
grand opjprd(Gon de eux, et de lour maiioQ. Idem ibidem, 
p. 6i. 

Rot. Pari. 13. E. 3. The Commons in parliament date 
their following re^ution. Et quant a la fauve garde des 
arenage fur ]^mctryfarterreJoifkgar4iefaif per avi/haen^des 
dnv^lers des countes^ ou des ditz gardeins fount aiSgoez en la 
plus &uve mankre que homme poet» fanz (dacon^ige) de U 
commune. Et que gentz de \sl $erre de <^ele cisndition que 
.lis foient, et ount les terres en le» counted fur la meer ; que 
lis fecent lour demeure fur mefines celjes terres, pur plus pdeine* 
ment raboter les aineime» de k terre : iffiat 4)^^ pur leur 
demeuire illceques foi^it dechasgez per ailleurs de aide faiie a 
la dite garde. Harl. JVCanufc. No. 14. p. 48. 

Petition X. of die Commons, anno 20. E.- 3. m. 20. 
Item, que la- garde de la meer fe face defore eri avant totes 
parts (foit^ as coftages no^e fei^eur le roi come avant adefle 
promySi, et lapoeple de ceo defore en avant defchargez. 

Reponfe. 
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Reponle. Quant au garde de la meer, foit la garde feit 
come adefte faite: avant ces heures et femble que meilleure 
garde ne poet eftre fait que le roy ne hit quant il demeur par 
de la fur la guerre et pour defenfe de ceUe terre. Harl. Manufc, 
No. 14. p. 170. 

Rot. Pari. 20* E. 3. Membrane 14. Third Petition of the 
Commons. , , .. 

Item, iur ceo que en le dit arraie grantez fiift que tous ceux 
qui furent refceantz deinz fix lieus de la meer feuflent def- 
chargez et quittez-du dite arraie, paries grandes couftages ad 
queux £aire ils.feurent chargez de jour et de nuyt a tout lour 
poair, par les chiefs gardiens pur la garde de la mere ; quelles 
charges ils oimt» i&eSkrtz puis encea et encore fount. . r 

Et ore xle nouvel Brief eft iflue as vifcoimts des diverges 
countes, de lever de eux divers fines pur le dit arraie : et i/Iii^t 
ferroioit ils deux fbitz cha^z grievoufement contre refbti; 
pour quoy prient la dite commime que luperiedeas general foit 
grantez, a chefcun Vifcount qui ad les dits fyns a lever ; de 
furceafer de tout fens yka Uiaigti fc ^ poeple de deux 
charges precedents.. 

Repon^. Quant k cettc point le roy voet que t:eux qui 
ount terres deinz fis lieus de la mere, et fount garde {ur la 
meer pur mefines les terres, fbient dech^gez de trover autres 

gentz 



( i84 ) 

gfentz d'armcs, hobdours et archiers pur la fervicc le toy, 
felon ce que eftoit autrefoitz accorde ; «t fi nul foit empefchc 
countre la fourme de ccUe accotd, vcigne en la chancellerie, 
et il en avera fon remedie, et foit brief de iuperfedeas om- 
Rino. HarL Manufo. No. 14. p. 168. 

Rot. Pari, anno 46. £. 3. 1372. m. 44. 

Item, prie la conwiune que come de clidcun hundred det 
cotintees fur le mere fount trovez fur le garde de meer par en- 
nemys aliens certains gentz, que eft appelle pettiwacche a 
grant empoveriflement des countees (ufdites, et les queux gentz 
ne fount ilceques autre bien que fi noun de g^mir le pais, de 
la venu des enneniys, la quelle puifl: aufli bien eftre ^t par 
meindre nombre des gens; que pleife abreger et defoharger 
chefoun hundred de la moitle des gentz (ufditz. 

Reponfo. Les gardlens liir les cofters de la mere per avis 
des feigneurs et autres du pais, lacent mettre tiel nombre, 
come luy femblera que doit fuiHre de refon. Harl. Manufc 
No. 15. p. 331. 



The general maintenance of the navy of England, after the 
fleets or fhips fupplied and fot forth in either of the ^odes 
above fpecified, had joined^the royal flag, and were admitted 

into 
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into the king*s immediate pay ; was provided after the 20th of 
Ed. 3. (at firft, by an ordinanceof council only,) by the grantsof 
certaincuftoms, and dutys upon imports and exports fpecifically 
and e3[prefsly a£igned for that piirpofe ; or as it is termed iu 
thofe feveral grants for the keeping of the fea. The duty of 
two fhillings per ton upon all wines imported, as likewife the 
duty of one {hilling in the pound upon all merchandize im- 
ported or exported ; were in the courfe of a few years adopted 
by parliament, and from that time, I believe generally, if not 
always exprefsly afCgned and appropriated to, this lervice. 
And at the fame time too a fecond additional charge of two 
(hillings per fack of wool to the malatout of 6s. 8d. and the 
great fubfidy of forty fhillings per fack was laid, and in like 
manner afligned and appropriated to the iervice of paying 
the fhips, guarding the coafls, and convoying the trade. And 
ibmetimes (in farther aid where necef&ry) a certain proportion 
of the fifteenth, tenth, &c. was alfb exprefsly afUgned and 
appropriated to the fame fervice. 

An. 2 1 . £. 3. m. 1 1 . 1 347. Petition of the Commons, the 6th. 

Item, monftre la commune, que come au confeil tenuz par 
votrc cher filz Lionel de Andwert adonques gardien de la terre, 
r an de votre regne ventifine primer, s*efloit aflls fanz aflent 
de votre commune fur chefcun £ik de leyn paf&nt le mer deux 

B b fouldz. 
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(ovAdzy ^r chefcun tonnd dt vya, doix Ibcddz, ed tin (ur cheC- 
cun livre de av(»)'s escpovtez ou reportez en la tene, par gages 
des niefs de guerre iahiaAtK k ditft tern pur e&nemy^ et cc3isk* 
(duant^les dites merchandifa| laqude dmge doraat tanqae 
le $eynt Michad procheki enfbaftt, 4a quelle charge des kyne^ 
uncoiie coiut en demande dee graimtz ec commones de h. 
terre. 

Que pleife a vocre fdgneinie la dite charge oufter, et oom« 
mander voz kttfes as €cAle6lk>iir« de la dite chatge, de k de>> 
foande ce^Ser, 

Reponfe. I'outes les ch»ge6 fuppoiez par cet article, fount 
^ufte=z fauvez ks deux fouldz du iak, que eft a durer tanqufc 
a k Pafchie prochein avenir; et pur ceo que ceftes charges 
furent ordeinez, pur fauvemoit conduitreles merchandises ap- 
portez en roiaulme, et de illceques menez, as parties de outre 
meer. Sur qud conduite grands mifes fount faits par le roi, 
que avant le teririe de Seynt Michael ne purtoicnt eftre leveZ 
tout au plein ; il iemble que pur fi petit temps avenir, la dit 
lever ne deveroit eftre tenue trop chargeante bu trop grievoufe. 
Car le pafi^e des leynes per caufe dez quelle Teide fuft grantez, 
■a durer tanque le Seint Michael, fuft per certain caufe au plus 
grande partie dela^rez, |i que en eide des couftages avant mifes 
fiift levez, et pur ce feit le term prolongez. Harl. Manufc. 
No. 14. p. 181. Anno 
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Anno 7. R. 2. m. 14. The Bad of Northumberland, ad- 
miral of the north, promlieth for himfelf; and the Earl of 
Devon, admiral of the weft, promiieth for himfelf ; iiiUy to 
Iteep the feas, ib &f afs thf cftai^e granted by the Coi^moni 
therefore would fervc, namely, ^ pence in the pound on 
merchandize, and two (hillings per tori on wine. I^L Ma- 
nufc. No. 21.. p. 152. 

Anno II. R. 2. 1386. m. 18. The Lords and Commons 
grant to the king one half t^th and one half fifteo^h ;; and^ 
for defence of the (&l, of every ton of wine coming or gouig 
out of the realm three ihillings, and one (hilling of every 
pound of merchandize, except of ftaple ware, and the. (uh- 
£dy of wodls and ftaple wares. They silib granted for one 
year one other half ^fteenth upon certain conditions^ tp wit, 
that if certain Bifhops,- Lords, and others thff^ named, :^- 
pointed to be Commi^oners for the redrefs of enonmties, doe 
eafe the king by their inventions, byother p^i^ts; th^t then 
their latter grant to ftay : upon condition alio, that thoie 
perfons there named to be of the king's continual couiicil| 
fhall not be removed ne have their commifljpns repea]li^4 and 
that the fame their grant and commi/Hon bof e^aempliiied H^der 
the Great Seal to every (hire freely. 

Anno 31. H« 6. 1452,. Parliament graotfd^ for the k^g's 
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life, three {hillings per ton on wine imported by denizons, 
and fix {hillings by aliens ; and one {hilling in the pound on 
merchandize imported or exported by denifbns, and two (hil- 
lings by aliens ; to be applied to the keeping of the fea and 
defence of the realm and no otherwife; and moreover 2I. 3 s. 
4d. of denifbns on every fack of wooll and five pounds on 
every la{l of hides, and 5I. 6s. 8d. of every merchant alien, 
for the defence abovefaid; providing moreover that 13s. 4d. 
(hall be applied to the wages and pay of the town and garri- 
(on of Calais (upon every fack) and a farther fum allotted for 

• • • t 

maintaining and defending Ryfbank and the Jetty there. Harl. 
Manu{c. No. 16. p. 244. 

In the Rolls of the fecond Parliament, anno 2. R. 2. m. 37. 
there is an e{labU{hment for the defence of the northern coafts 
provided for by a new mode of impreft. 

Rot. Pari, anno 2. R. 2. 1378. m. 37, 38. That the king 
will appoint certain ve{l[els for the keeping of Scarborough, 
the men of which town within two years before paid lOOoL 
xanfbme, and for the defence of the north (ea coails. 

Anfwer. This matter is committed to the Earl of Nor- 
thunlberland, the Mayor of London, and to certain merchants 
of the north, by them to be confidered. 

The order of the £dd committee confirmed by parliament. 

That 
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That thofe (ea-coails fliall be defended with, two fliips, two 
barges, and two ballingers, armed and appointed for the^wairSj 
at the charges hereafter enlueing; namely, that ^ every Ihip^ 
boat, or other veffel whatever,' fliall pay for every ton of her 
burthen fix pence, pafling thofe fea-coafts; except all y|^JeU 
laden with wines or other merchandife fi-om Flanders, to be 
difcharged a* London, and ftiips and other veffels laden with ffeplfe 
wares and to be difcharged at Caleys. The which excepted Veffels 
fliall not.be fafe cOnduded over by the admiral of the fea, 
without confida^tion.' Certain named are appointed keepers 
of the fea-coafts, and to levy the fubfidies aforefaid by 
fca. and land. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 120. • 

With regard to the pay of the officers and miners ferving 
on board the king's fleet, we may obferve that the principal 
ofiicers, as the admiral of England (if exifting fole at the 
tiirie); andhis^-Lieutenant, or elfe theadhiiral of the north and 
his lieutenant, thcadipiral of the fouth and his lieutenant only, 
had a dated and certain eftabKfliment or yearly (alary; and 
befides, when in adiial fervice on board, they with the captairii 
and the under-captains and all knights,' efquires, gentlemen, 
and archers ferving on boaid, had a flated allowance by the 
day for dyet, varying according to their refpedive ranks and 
degrees, and apportioned to the fame rate allowed to thofe fe- 
vcral degrees, when ferving by land. 

In 
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In the Harl. Manufc. 5166. p. 8, which, as I before ob- 
lerved) gives a minute account of the whole eftabliflunent 
throu^out eveiy department of thole early ages. The fbl^ 
lowing extraA contains the whcde of what is faid of the ad« 
fiutalty. 

1. Lord Admiral fee soo marks, 
Lieutenant fee 100 pounds; two clerks, 

one at one {hilling, the fecond at 8d per daj, jf 30 84 
Riding cofts 10 (hillings a day,, when- out, 

about, per annum, -^ •— -— 120 o o 
Botchier, lol. total, — — 270 3 ^ 

«. Treasurer fee 100 marks, and two cliorks at 

Sd, per day, -.— *— — 24 6 9 

Botchier 81. riding cofts about 1 20U Total 219 00 

3. Controllers fee 50I. two clerks at 8d. «— 24 6 8 
Botchier 81. riding cofts 48. per day, about 

70I. — — Total 152 6 8 

4» Sunrei(M', fee lol. two clerks at 8d. 24I. 6s. 

8d. Botchier 8L riding cofts about 60I. Total 142 6 8 
5. Clerk of the ihips, fee 23I. 3s. 4d. Botchier, 

61. ridingcofts 3s. 4d.aday, about 60I. Total 89 34 

4. Clerk of die ftorehoufe at Deptford Strant, 

his 
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Imhc 32I. 3s. 4d. -aood ohe clerk at i2d. 
per day, 1 81. 5s. — — • Total 56 8 4. 
7* VktKer of the navys fee 50I. one derk at Sd. 
12L 3s, 4d. lidihg cofts at 5s. per day, 
70L — . ,^ — Total ^133 44 

Plate fee 20L HarL Manufc 5166 p. .9. 

Li die G>ttohian Kfou&ript, Cleopatra, F. 3. ad aimuin 
4. Hen. 4. 1415. there is a particular minute account of the 
levenues and expenditures of this kingdom for one fisgle year; 
^om June the 24th 141 49 to the fame day in the year &iU 
lowing; of which the following is the whole rekting to the 
navy expenditure. 

Art. 14. The keeping of the fea. To the admind <^ oiir 
Lord the King, for the fafe cuflody of the fea, for the wages 
<£ 50 men at arms, at 12 pence and 15b archiers, at 6d. por 
day, from the 4th of June to All Saints Day, one qi^after, 39 
tlays, fii2l. ros. 

To the £une for the wi^s 4 Maflsers, (or that time, at G^ 
•pence per day, and 250 mariners, each at three pence per 
-day, one quarter 39 days, 419I. 58. 

The which fums are a0igned as above> in all, 1 23 il« 1 5c. 

The which is the whole extra aniount of the naval ex- 
penditure 
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penditure for this year. Cleopatra, F. 3. ad aimum 4. 
H. 4. 

In the Cottonian Manufc. Cleopatra, F. 4. the affignment 
for the naval armament, anno 8. H. 6. 1429, was as follows. 

June 18. Ordered a warrant for the payment of 2100I. fw 
the vidualling a fleet ient out to fea from the weflem ports 
againfl the king*s enemys, and for their pay and expences to 
Robert Burton, one of the clerks of the receipt of the king's 
Exchequer. 

It appears before from the recital of the naval ordinance of 
the twentieth year of Henry the Sixth, A. D. 1441, that the 
whole amount of the naval expenditure of that year was 
6890I. 13s. 8d. 

In the fixteenth century, during the reigns of king Henry 
the Eighth, Edward the Sixth, king Philip and queen Mary, 
and queen Elizabeth, when the Englifh navy was much in- 
creaied in the fize and number of its fhips and o£E[cers, and 
their deflination to ferve in the winter months, as appears from 
the lifls before recited, there arc a variety of minute particu- 
lar flatements to be met with in the Manufc. Otho, E. ix. 
which I fhall introduce occaflonally to the reader in their feve- 
ral places, as curious and valuable pieces of information in 
the9ifelves and efpccially as illufbrative of the more defedtive 

accounts 
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accounts of the preceding reigns, and ierving to point opt the 
feveral gradations . of: improvement and amelioration of the 
naval eftablifhment of this kingdom. And under the prefent 
head I will produce, £rft, an eftimate of the charge of four 
{hips at fea and ten in harbour, dated the 8th of April, anno 
6. Ed. 6. 1 55 1 ; and'fecondly its companion, ^e Surveyor 
of the Navy's return of the ftate of the feveral {hips in har- 
bom-, dated May the 1 2th in the {ame year, with the anfwert 
to each article. 

A note of the charge of the {hips, dated the 8th of 
April, anno 6. £. 6. 1551. {rom Otho, £. ix. 

The charge of four {hips at fea, the Ha{le, Newback, 
Ger&wcon, and Back of BuUoigne. And ten {hips in har. 
hour; the great Back, Pawncey, Sweep{lake, Antelope, Mur- 
rian. Magna Harbrough, Brawton, Momio, Seven Stars, and 

the la{l made pinnace. 

Charges of wages, &c. of Captains, Ma{lers, mariners in 
divers {hips of the king arrived in Ireland and in other ports. 

For the dyet of 4 Captayns ferving in the 4 {hips by the 
{pace of 7 weeks, from the i{l March to the i8th day o( this 
pre{ent month, April, at 4 2 {hillings every each of them 1 4I. 1 4 s. 
od. and more for wages of 480 foldiers, manners and gunners 

C c ferving 
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(erving under them^ for the iame time 7 weeks, at 14 fluU 
&igs every man, 336I. Somma 350I. 14s. od. 
IVages in harbour. 

Item, for wages of 1430 Mafters, mariners and gonners 
ietving under the kii^ his Majefly in the fame (hippes by the 
ipaceof five weeks, begun the i6th March laft and to end 
the 19th of this prefent, at ten {hillings every man, ikveD. hun<^ 
dred and fifteen poundis. 71 5I. 

ConduiEfc money. 

Item, for the condud of 88 mariners and gunners to be 
difcharged, over and befides 300 men appointed to ferve in the 
Antelope and the Forbeon for Wafters, and 250 men appoint- 
ed to ferve in the fhippes for tranfpprt of graine, at feven (hil- 
lings and fizpence each. man. Summa 330I. Total 1,395!. 
15s. 4d. Otho, £. 9. 

II. Reports James Dautre May 12th, 24 fhips fit for 
lervice. 

The Pawncey, Trinite, Salamander, Bull, Teiger, Willo- 
bie, Primrofe, Antelope, Salke, Greyhound, Swallow, Jen- 
nett, Newbacke, the Fawcon, Sacar, Phenix, Jer&wcon, 
Swift, Sonne, Moone, Seven Stars, Flower de Luce. 

Anfwer. To be fo ordered by the King's Majcfly. 

Seven fhips mufl be docked, viz. The Pettar, Mathers, Irus, 

Swepfbik, the Magna Harbrough, Augellaunt, the Hynde. 

Anfwer. 
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Answer. To be ib ordered likewise. 

Three (hips, Thefe all dr^ docked to be new made at 
your Lordihips pleaTure, the Lefs Backe, the Lyoa, the 
Dragon. 

Aniwer. To prepare timber ready for the fame. 

The Graund Matter dry docked not thought worthy of new 
making to lye fKll or to take what is profitable of her for odier 



Four (hips thought mete to be fold. The Struro, Unicome, 
Chriflopher, and the George. 

Anfwer. The George to be kept, and die other three to be 
fold. 

Six &ips not worth the keeping. The Maidenhead, Jel- 
lour Flower, Port CuUis, the Rofe Flower, Double Rofe, and 
the Rofe in the Sun. 

Anlwer. To be Icrved as they may with little charge. 

The Bark of BuUoygne in Ireland, whofe ftate we know 
not. 

Item, the two gallies and the brigandine muft be newly re- 
paired, if your Lordfliips pleafure be to have them kept. 

. Anfwer. To be fo repaired and kept. Total forty-five to 
he kept. Otho, E, ix. 

I fliall conclude under this general head with giving the 
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Accountant General's ftatement of the navy receipts and dif- 
burfements for fix years of queen Elizabeth's reign> in fuc- 
ceilion, from the thirty-fecond year, 1589. 

Difturied. Received. 

Anno 32. Eliz. 1589 — /*47»843 1 o ^ 

Anno 33. 1590— 6o,37s 19 2 56,189 17 6 

Anno 34. 1591 32,770 4 4 38,691 18 3 

Anno 35. 1592 3i>575 10 7 3P>928 13 5 

Anno 36. 1593 32,223 6 8 26,148 9 3 

Anno 37. 1594— 48,380 7 o— 49ii39 3 7 



X49i»524 10 4*''**'-jC492>134 '9 i 

Of which received out of the receipt of 

the Exchequer, — — £ ^19A^9 " ^ 

Received upon fales, &c. — — 12,645 8 i 

And fb the £dd Accountant appeareth to 

be in debt in the fum of — "^ £ 610 8 5 
Signed, Howard, Lord Henry Seymour, Vice-admiral,, 
anno 1588. 

I will take the fiberty of fiibjoining next a. curious ex. 
trad from Otho,. £» ix. being the conclufion of the Trea- 
furer's account of the Englifh navy, dated July the 17th, in: 

the 
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the thirty-firft year of queen Elizabeth's reign, 1588, which 
I introduce here principally, as it ieems to me to make the 
firft approaches to that more improved and perfe£t mode of naval 
difpofitions and arrangements gradually introduced from this 
period and ftill happily fubfifting, in exprefsly naming feveral 
appointments and offices in the Navy, iiich as admirals in. the 
modem acceptation of the word, vice-admirals, rear-admirals,, 
corporals, enfignbearers and preachers;, not any one of which 
titles do I recolledt to have met with in any of the ancient 
manuicripts relating to the navy of a prior date^ 

Sum total of the payments and difburfements, and of the 
number of men contained in the Treaiurer*s account. 

Men 1 1 959 — ^Admirals 8 — ^Vice-admirals 3— Rear admi- 
lals I — Captains 126 — ^Matters 136 — ^Lieutenants 26 — Cor- 
porals 24 — ^Enfignbearers, 2— Secretarys, r — Preachers, 1 3— 
Soldiers, mariners and gunners, 11,623. 

Sea wages, — — — £52^557 18 4. 

Condu<% in diicharge,. — — 2,272 14 9 

TonnagCj^ — -~ — 6,^22:5 o a 

Sea ftore, — — — 343 o 4 

Seaviduals, men 4900 tHe weil parts to Dorrel, 6,717 18 o. 
Extraordinary allowance and rewards,. — > 8'54 9 1: 

Ex- 
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Provifions and exemptions extraordinary, with 

ancwfupply, — — — ifi»503 ^7 3 

Dated July 17, 1588. Otho, E. ix. 

And before I proceed I {hall infert from Otho, £. ix. the 
following abftrad of the number and degrees of the feveral 
marine officers, warrant officers, and fervants in a (hip of the 
complement of 250 mariners, in the time of queen Elizabeth^s 
reign, with the refpedive pay of each by the month. For as 
I have not found in any earlier accoimts hardly any of thefe 
appointments, except the Mafters, Quarter-mafters and mari- 
ners at all mentioned, or their refpedive Situations and pay 
afcertained, although moft of them muil have always exifted 
on board. It will be of great ufe to affift the reader in fum- 
ing a fomewhat more competent idea of the preciie fituatioa, 
duty, pay, and emoluments of the(e anfoior officers ^ {£0 fyr 
I mean as fuch really exifted in the navy, before tod •during 
the fourteenth century); by reducing theie accounts toarelative 
proportion with thofe other particulars and accounts which have 
been happily handed down to us in thofe andent manufinpts, 
defined and afcertained with equal accuracy and precifioB. 

To Ships of 250 Men, per month. 
A Mafter, — — — ^300 

2 Mates, 



( «99 ) 

2 Mates, each, «— «• •«» /i 5 o 

A PHoC, «^ •«» ii. .i.. t 5 o 

A Boatfwain, •— «»•««. 150 

4 QuarteF-mafteis, each, *~ i.. o 17 6 
4 Quafter-mafters, each — —'•0139 

Mafter carpenter, -^^ . «« — • : z 5 o 

His mate, — •- ««» .^i. 0176 

A purfer, — — — » o 16 8 

Afteward, i— ^^ — o 17 6 

One mate, -— — — 0139 

A cook, — •» k^ 0176 

His mate, — » «»« «m.m^ 0139 

Afurgeon, — . . _ ,^ . 100 

3 Trumpets, if an admiral 4, each, --• 100 
A drummer or fife, — »^ o 15 o 
A Coxfwain, «-• — ... O 17 6 
His mate -— — ^ ... — o 13 9 
An armourer, — - w.^ ■ ^^ 0188 
A gun-maker, — — — 0188 
A mafter gunner, ~-~ .— . •» 0150 
His mates, per month, each, — — o 1 1 3 

4 Quarter gunners, each, — — O 11 3 
And 4 mates, each, -»^ w^ — o 1 1 3 
Yeoman of* powder-room, -^ ^m 0119 

Every 
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Per Mouth. Week. Day. 
Every oommon man's wages, ^o lo o— o 2 6 — o o .j^i 
A ^omette*8 wages, — . o 7 6—0 1 loi— o o 3! 
A boy's wages, • — o 5 o — o 1 3 — o o 2i 

Otho, E.ix, 

From the whole of the authorities above quoted we may 
obferve in general, ^ft, that the Lord Admiral of England^ 
(or when this office was divided,) the admiral of the north 
and the admiral of the weft, in thole early ages during 
the fourteenth century, (before the extenlion of the Britifh 
dominions, fettlements, trade and commerce, rendered more 
extenfive, appropriate, wifer and better regulations and pro- 
vi£ons abfblutdy and indifpenfably necel&ry) : fiiperintend- 
ed and managed as well all diat complicated department 
of bufinefs; of regulation, provifion, appointment and de- 
ftination, now conligned to his Majefty's Commiifioners of the 
Admiralty Board ; as likewife the adminiftration of thefe ap- 
pointments, orders and powers, and the carrying them into 
ultimate effect and execution by commanding the fleets in 
pcrfbn and fighting the enemy at fea. 

With regard to the powers entrufted with the admiral of 
England, we have feen already what they were, anno 15. H. 
3, 1231. by the Charter of Appointment of Peter' de Rival 

to 
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to this high office. Vide page 7. of this work. And 
likewife what they were, anno 41. Hen. 3. 1263, by the 
letters patent granted to Sir Thomas Moleton of this office, 
in that year. Vide page 9. I have not been fortunate enough 
hitherto to recover any patent of appointment to the office of 
admiral of England, during the fourteenth century ; but I 
prefume the powo-s were precifely the fame with diofe en- 
tnifted jointly with the admirals of the north and weft. Of 
the latter there, are preferved in Rymer's Manufcript Collec- 
tions two patents of appointment to the office of admiral of 
the north and of the weft, of the twenty-fifth year of king 
Edward the Third, 1350, the firft of William Bohun Earl 
of Northampton to the northern diftrift, and the iecond of 
that great and illuftrious prince Henry Duke of Lancafter, 
who, after havii^ Co eminently diftinguiftied himlelf and ac- 
quired fuch accumulated glory and never-fading laurels by his 
vidories and atchievements, at the head of the Englifh forces 
in Gafcony, in the campaign of 1345, thought it no difpa- 
ragement to accept the appointment of the conmiand of the 
weftern diftrid of the admiralty. The patent at lengtli is as 
follows. 

Rex univerfis et fingulis majoribus, vicecomitibus, ballivis, 
Dominis, m^ftris, et marenariis navium ; et aliis fidelibus 
iuis tarn infra libertates quam extra. Salutem. 

D d Sciatis 
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Sciatis quod nos de fidelitate et circumfpedione provida di» 
lefti confanguinei noftri Henrici duels Lancaftriac plenius con-> 
£dente;, ccmitituimus ipfum capitaneum et admirallum flots 
noflne navium ab ore aquas Thamifiac verliis partes occiden- 
tales. Dantes et concedentes eidem duci plenam tenore prae- 
ientium poteftatem cafHgandi et puniendi, tain in terra, quam 
m man, omnes et fingulos de flota pnedida criminales et delin- 
quentes, et eidem duci in executione officii admiralli rebel- 
lantes feu ccmtrariantes; et plenam jufliciamdeiis juxta eorum 
demerita faciendi; ac omnia alia et iingulaqusead officium ad- 
miralli pertinent faciendi et exequendi prout ipjd duci melius 
et utilius videbitur expedire. Nee non ad capiendimi per (e 
et deputatos fiios, tot homines n^arenarios quot pro regimine 
navium flotae praedidae (iifficere poterunt, quoties opus fiierit, 
in quibufcunquelocis et portubus maris infra admiraltum prse- 
didum, ubi iidem homines marenarii poterunt inveniri. Et 
ideo vobis omnibus et fingulis mandamus (quod in pnemiilis) 
faciendisetexequendisintendentesfitis, refpondentes, confulentes 
et auxiliantes ; quoties et prout pnedidus dux vel didi deputati 
fui vobis fcieri fecerit vel fecerint ex parte noflra. 

In cujus rei teflimonium, &c. Tefle rege apud Weflmonaf^ 
terium, odavo die Mali, anno 25. regni, &c. 

Eodem modo conflituitur Willielmus deBohun, comes Nort- 

hamton, 
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Iiamton, admirallus flotas navium ab ore aquae Thamy^ vet- 
fiis partes boreales. 

Tefte ut fiipra, &c. per ipfiim regem. AyfcougK's Catal. 
4586. p. 515. 

In farther illufbration of the powers, 6cc. granted to the 
admiral of England I fhall fubjoin, from Otho, £. ix. the 
purport of the indenture made between king Henry the Eighth, 
in the foiuth year of his reign, 151 2, and Sir Henry Howard, 
Knt. conftituted High Admiral of England in that year. See 
appointment no. 

A patent made out to Sir Henry Howard, March ^5, anno 
4. H. 8. Herein the king retains him to be his admiral, 
chief and general captain of his army, then appointed to be 
fet out, his Majefly covenants that the admiral fhall have un> 
der him in the fervice 10032 men, accounting himfelf for 
one, befides them that fiimilh llie Britifh fhips, of which 52 
to be captains, 5471 foldiers, 50 Mailers, 4015 mariners, 
440 gunners. The admyral bindeth himfelf to do fiich fer- 
vice on the fea as the king's commiflion fhall enjoyn and lymitt 
him during the king's pleafure. The admiral to have for his 
wages, dyet and rewards zs. per day. The captains * * * 

here are three lines defboyed by the fire.-— >The king plromifeth 
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to vidual them by a time agreed upon, the vidualler to dell"' 
ver the viduals by indenture to the captains to be diftributed 
to the king's beft profit and advantage, without wafte * * 
♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ /pijg admiral fliall have the pay 

with a month's advancement by the hands of Sir Thomas 
Wyndham, Treafiirer for the wars for that fervice, and fo 
from month to month, &c. 

Then follows fome limitations with regard to the dead 
fhares, viz. in the Trinity Sovereign of i coo tons, 38 dead 
(hares, accounting the dead ihares of two pilots in the fame» 
and for the reward of forty guimcrs in that ihip, the mailer- 
gunner five fhares a month, his mate and four quarter-mailers 
2s. 6d. each, and the remaining thirty-four ordinary gunners 
IS. 8d. each per month, over and above five ihillings the or- 
dinary wages per month ; the next fhip of that burthen to have 
but twenty-feven dead mens ihares, with tbnnage for the ihips 
hired, after twelve pence per month for every ton, and their 
tons declared in the indenture. The admiral hath allowance 
of condudt of a halfpenny a mile for every man after twelve 
miles a day, of which day's journey credence hath been given 
them by their oaths thereupon, made before John Daunce. 
In regard that the king viduals the armee, the admiral is to 
anfwer each half of all manner of gains that he or his retinue 

ihall 
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fhall gain hy land or water, all prifoners, being chriftians, or 
fliips, being two hundred tons, fiimifhed and ri^ed, and ull 
artillery in any other fliip taken. Then follows the lift of the 
king's fhippes in the Thames, anno 9; H. 8. Otho, E. ix. 

I (hall next fiibjoin a mifcellaneous feledion of fome of the 
more remarkable patents and commifTions granted to the infe- 
rior officers of the navy, with a view to illuftrate the preccd- 
ii^ obfervations, and to afcertain the precife powers given in 
each inftance refpeAively. The firft is, an order, in the king's 
name, anno 20. Ed. 3. iffiied by his fecond fon, Lionel re- 
gent here during his fether's abfence in Normandy, to William 
deRodendale, mariner, lieutenant of Robert deUfFord Earl 
of Suffolk, admiral of the north, at that time abient with the 
king in Normandy. De accelerando arreftationem navium. 

Rot. Franciae, anno 20l.£. 3. m. 20. Rex diledo fibi 
Willielmo de Radendale marenario locum tenenti diledi et 
fidelis noftri Roberti de Uflbrd comitis Suffolk admiralli flotse 
noftrs navium ab ore aqus Thamifis verfus partes boreales, et 
Thomae de Drayton de Jememouth falutem. 

Sciatis quod attentis damnis et periculis quae nobis et exer- 
citui noftro in partibus noftris jam exiftentibus pro defedu 
navigii evenire poterunt. AfSgnavimus dilc6»s nobis Phil- 
lippum de Barfon et Johannem de Wolmerc fervientes noftros 
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ad arnia, conjuniSiim et divifim, ad quater viginti grof&s na- 
ves de quercii in portubus magns Jernemouth, Orewell, St. 
Botho, Kingefton fuper Hull, Lenne, et Gofeford, et in fin- 
gulis aliis portubus et locis a dido portu de Kingefton ufque 
London, per fe et deputatos fuos capiendum et arreftandum ; 
et eas duplici eikippamento bene et fufficienter munitas, et 
u^ue portum de Wincheliea duci, et ibidem congregari facien- 
dum: ita quod eodem naves jfint ibidem die Dominico proxime 
poft feftum Aflumtionis Beats Maris Virginis proxime futu- 
ro ad ultimimi, promts ac parats, ac bene ac fufEdenter de 
guerra munits, ad veniendum ad nos prout Dominis magiftris 
et marenariis navium earundem tunc injungetur ex parte noftit^ 
prout in literis noftris patentibus inde confedis plenius con- 
tinet^r. 

Nos volentes profedionem navium praBdidarum in quantum 
poterimus accellerari, afUgnavimus vos conjundim et divi£m 
ad accellerandum per vos et deputandos a vobis, et veftram 
quolibet ; arreftationem, arraiationem, et munitionem navium 
prsdidarum, viis et modis quibus expedire videritis : et ad 
eafdem naves arreftari, congregari, et mimiri, et ufque didum 
portum de Wynchelfea citra didam diem Dominicam per 
avi^unentum praedidorum Philippi et Johannis, vel eorum al- 
terius duci i^endum : nee non ad omnes dominos, magifbos 

et 
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et marinaiios, qui in executione prsmiflanim rebelles, eon- 
trarii vel remifli fuerint, tanquam noflros et regni noftri An- 
glise praeditores; habita confideratione quod ab obfequio 
noftro de didis partibus Normanniae contra injundionem nof- 
tram eis per nos inde fadam, proditionaliter recefTenint : ca- 
piendi et arreftandi et terras tenementa bona et caftella iua in 
manum noftrum feiziendi et corpora prasdidorum rebellium 
prifbnis noftris committendi, in eifdem moraturis quoufque de 
eorum punitione aliter duxerimus drdinandum. 

Et ideo vobis mandamus quod circa pnemifla omnia et iin- 
gula, omnibus aliis prstermiiUs intendatis et ea cum omni cele- 
ritate qua poteritis faciatis et expleatis in forma praedida. 
Damns autem univerfis ac fingulis admirallis et eorum locum 
tenentibus, viceccxnitibus, majoribus, ballivis, miniftris, domi- 
nis, magiftris, conAabulariU et marenariis navium, ac aliis fide- 
libus noftris tarn infra libertates quam extra tenore prasfentium 
et cuilibet voftrum ac deputandis a vobis ac quolibet veftrum 
in praemifHs omnibus et fingulis faciendo explendo ac exequen- 
dointendentesfint, obedientes, confulentesac auxiliantes, quoties 
et prout vos vel aliquis veftrum, feu deputati veftri praedidi eis 
vel eorum alicui fcire feccrint vel fecerit ex parte noftra et quod 
iidem vicecomites ballivi ac miniftri omnes contraries et re- 
belles quos in hac parte arreftari contigerit a vobis et quolibet 
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veftriim ac di^s deputandis veftris recipiant ct in prifbni 
noftris falvo cuftodiri faciant ficut prsdidum eft, &c. 

In cujus rei teftimonium, &c. 

Tefte cuftode Anglix apud Wyndefore 6 die Augufti, per 
ipfum regem ct confUium. Rymer*s Coll. vol. 7. p. 109, 
— 113. vera copia. 

II. The next are letters patent of king Edward the Fourth, 
in the fecond year of his reign, anno 1461, to certain mafters 
of fhips (for, as I obferved biefore, it is evident that the cap- 
tain's authority did not extend over the mariners, or the di- 
re(^ion or nKUiagement of the failors, but was confined to the 
foldiers on board, and I rather incline to think that there were 
no captains, but mafters only, appointed to thofe fhips where 
foldiers were not on board) to arreft and detain mafters and 
mariners for the fupply of the fleet then fitting out. Rymer's 
Coll. vol. 1. No. 72. p. 281. Ayfc. Catal. 4613. 

Pat. 2. E. 4. prs. ime. m. 4. in dorfo. De arreflando 
et capiendo marenarios. 

Rex dileftis fibi Johanni Bordeaux et Roberto Skeynes 
magiftris duarum navium, quarum una vocatur la Catharina 
Dureux, et altera la Maria Kent, falutem. 

Sciatis quod afTignavimus vos conjun«Slim et divifim, ad tot 
magiftros et marenarios quot pro condudlione navium prsedic- 

tarum, 
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tartim, quas ad proficifcendum fupra mare cum aliis navibus 
in refiftantiam inimicorum noflrorum ibidem ordinaverimus, 
necefiarii fiierint ct opportuni, ubicunque invcniri poterunt 
tarn infra libertates quam extra ; arreftandos et capiendos et 
eofdem ms^ftros et marenarios in navibus prsedi^tis ad fervien- 
dum nobis in iifdem ex caufa prsdi£ta ponendos, et pcmi £a.- 
ciendos. Et ideo vobis mandamus, &c. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ • 

Damus autem, * ♦ ♦ &c. (both wanting). In cujus, &c. 

Tefte rege apud Weftm. i6mo die Jumi. Per conlilium. 

Confimiles liters regis patentes dirigunturperfonisfubrcriptis, 
Johanni Porter, magiftro navis vocat le TriniteWarrewyk. Jo- 
hanni Hartylpoole, magiftro navis vocat le Chriftopher Warre- 
wyk. To Thomas Williams and Richard Barre, mafters of the 
flrips George and the Chriftopher. Richard Strange, mafter 
of the fhippe called the Catherine Warwick. Thomas Phe- 
lip, mafter of a fhip called the Marie Clyff et Ottom Colyn. 
William Thomas, mafter of the Marie Warrewyke. William 
Fetherftone, mafter of the fliip called the Marie Grace, be- 
longing to Ralph Dowenet and Jo. Mewes. Rymer*s Manufc. 
Coll. ad annum, p. 282. 

The next inftrument is to appoint three commiftioners, 
whether Serjeant at Arms, mafters, or of what defcription is 
not mentioned, to iuperintend the arrefting and detaining fhips, 
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mafters and mariners, and to fee them delivered on board the 
refpedlive fhips of the fleet then fitting out ; and likewife to 
fuperintend the furnifliing the fleet with a double equipment 
of rigging, ftorcs and vidualling fufficient for the Jfervice from 
R^tul. 2. E. 4. prs. 1. ra. 4,, 

III. Rex dile<9is fibi Johanni Twyer armigero, Thomas 
Edmond et Johanni Sorrell, falutem. 

Sciatis quod cum nos quaadam armatam ad proficiicendum 
fupra mare in refiftentiam inimicorum noftrorum ibidem fe 
tenentium ordinaverimus, ac nos de navibus et vafis pro 
conduflione armatae praedii^ias, ac yidhialibus pro eifdem lufii- 
cientibus providere volentes ; aflignavimus vos et conjundlim 
et divifim, ad tot naves et vafa quot pro condu6tione armatae 
praediftae neceflariae fuerint et opportunae, et ad magiftros ac 
marenarios pro gubernatione earundem navium et vaforum 
competentes, ubicunque infra comitatis Norfolciae et Suflblciae 
inveniri poterunt tam infra libertates quam extra arreflandos et 
capiendos, et eofdem ma^iflros et marenarios ad deferviendum 
nobis in navibus ac vafis praedidtis ponendum, et poni facien- 
dum : nee non ad quaecunque genera vidhialium pro vitella- 
tionc navium et vaforum praedi^toruni neceflaria et opportura, 
ubicunque infra comitatus praedidtos tam infia libertates quam 
extra inveniri poterunt, fimiliter capiendum et providendum : 

et ideo vobis mandamus, &c. 
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Damns autem unrrerfis et fingulis vicecomitibus, majoribus, 
balliFis, coodsbulariis, ac aHis offiqariis, miniftris et fubditis 
noftris quibuiicunque, nee noh magiftris et marehariis quanim- 
cunque. lavium et vafbrum 'tain infra libertates quam extra, 
tenore praefenthim firmiter in mandaris, quod vobis et cuilibet 
veftrum, in executione prjemiflbrum intendentes fint, afllilen- 
tes et obedientes diligenter. 

In CUJU9, &c. 

Tefte rege apud 'Weftn^onafteriiun, priiwo die Julii. Rymer*s 
Manufc. Coll. ad. annum. 



The following detached particulars extradred fron Otho, E. 
ix. are of the date of the iixteenth century, greatly pofterior 
to the times I am more immediately treating of. But 1 flatter 
myfelf they will prove an acceptable communication to the 
reader, as they are the earlieft" of the kind I have been able to 
meet with, and contain much curious and valuable informa- 
tion, as to the minutiae of naval arrangement in the mode and 
price of vidualling, tackle aiid (lores, and the appointment 
of fubordinate officers and fervants on board the fhips ; and 
thereby enable him to form a fomewhat more competent idea 
of and to fiipply the defe<SI:s of the earlier accounts of the four- 
teenth cefttilry as to thefe particulars. 

E e 2 IV. The 
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IV. The purport of an indenture made betnreen queen 
Elizabeth, on the one part, and Bdward Barefie, Efquire, 
Surveyor of all her Maje%'s viduals for the fca, on the other 
part, I conje^re in oi* near the 7th year of her reign. 

The order of which victualling (hall be made or performed 
as in this prefent indenture is exprefled. 

ift. Every man to have for his allowance, by the day, one 
pound of biicuit, one gallon of beer, and two pounds of beef, 
with fait, for the Sundays, Mondays, Tuefdays, and Thurs- 
days; and for the Wednefdays, Fridays, and Saturdays every 
man to have, by the day, one quarter of a ftock-fifli, half a 
quarter of a pound of butter, and a quarter of a pound of 
cheefe ; faving for the Fridays to have the fyfh, butter and 
cheeie, but for one meal, or elfe inftead of ftock-fifh, her- 
rings or frefh fiih in proportion. The visuals to be approved 
by the head officers of the admiralty. The vidualler to make 
allowance to the Purfer for neceflaries, as wood, candles, 
difhes, Cannes, and lanterns, in times of fervice by the feas ; 
a four pence £br eveiy man by the month, and two (hillings 
to. every fHp for lading charges, and for harbour eight pence 
for every man*s charges by the months To deliver good and 
leafbnable meat to the puriers for every head on board, when 

the 
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the ihips lye in the Thames, at the ilorehoufe at Radcliffe; 
when at Chatham and Fillingham, at the ilorehoufe at Ro^ 
chefter; when at Portfinouth, at the ftorehoufe there; when 
in the narrow feas at the ftorehoufe at Dover : to have always 
in hand at the four ftorehoufes above-mentioned, a fiore of 
vidhialforone thou£md men foramonth, and to pay the rait of 
fiich ftorehoufes. Forwhich her Majefty indents, to pay the laid 
Purveyor Edward Borefte, at the rate of four pence half penny 
for each man per day, while the fhips are in harbour; and five 
pence a head each, while the fhips are out at fbl. The fur- 
veyor to deliver in and exhibit his accounts to the Exchequer, 
to be figned by the ofHcers, and paid without comptroUment, 
the duplicate of fuch account to be a full difcharge to fuch 
furveyor againft the queen, her heirs and fucceflbrs. The faid 
furveyor to have in prefte of 1981I. 4s. od. for the whole 
year; 165I. 2s. od. monthly, and the further fum of 500I. 
to keep up his ftore aforefaid ; he to account for and repay 
the laft fimi to her Majefty at the expiration of the indenture. 
(No date). Otho, E. ix. 

V. An abflrad of the charges paid for viAuailing in feveral 
difiercnt years of queen Elizabeth's reign. 

Charges 
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charges of vidualling allowed to Edward Baafhe and * * 
Quarks, now vidualler, annis Eliz. 7 — 15 — 29—30—31. 

For each head by the day allowed. 

Annis Eliz. 7. 15.*— 29.t-30. 31.J 

In harbour, 4d. ob. — 5d. — 6d. — 6d. ob. — 6d. ob. ift half year, 

5d. 2dh.year. 

At fea, 5d. ■ 6d. — 6d. — 7d.-— 7d. 1 ft half year, and 

6d.ob. 2dh.year. 

m« c. XX. H. 

Viduals for 800 men, at vi pence each by the day, iiij iiij vii| 

m. c. XX. n. 

For wages of the faid men, at vid. per diem, - iiij iiij viij 
Of which latter fum of wages that the veffels al- 
lowed but for four months, then the total fum 

m. e. n. 

will be, — — — -— vi vii XX 

li. 

More for fheathing of iiij ftiips and new prife of fails, ni - - 

m. c« li 

Sum total of the whole, — — vi vii xx 

Befldes the rigging and other furniture of the faid fhips, 
with ordonnance, powder, (hot, and other implements not 
yet to be well efteemed, anno xxxi, R. Eliz. Otho, E. ix. 

* As by the feal, dated July iSth, fo as the men exceed 200 at one time. 

•f" By privy-feal, dated Dec. 17th, anno 29, R. Eliz. 

X The faid Mr. Quarles is now allowed the fame ^ilrith Mr. Baaihe, anno 15. 
R. Elizabeths. 

VI. Fifh 
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VI, Fifh of Holland, Ijnge, one fifli will ferve 
three mefles of four men, total 12, one 

— ■ — — — — C9 12 o 

Candles one pound a night, at 3d. per pound, 168 

nights, — — — 220 

Firewood, one thoufand billets, per month, for the 

fhip, at 1 28. per thoufand, — — 3 12 o 

Sweet oyl, half a pint each, 3 2 men the month, at 

6 months, at 6d. per pint, — — 280 

Viaegar, at a pint a man, per month as before, at ■ • 

6d. the gallon, — — — 0160 

Bifcuit, a pound each of the 32 men, per dajr, 6 

months, at xs. per himdred, — — 26 o o 
Beer, 3 quarts a day each man, total 1 8 tons, 144 

gallons, at 45s. per ton, -^ — 42 16 o 

Fork and bacon, 2 frefh days, 1 pound each man, 

at 2d. per pound, 15361b. — 12 16 o 

Beef, the other two frefh days, a pound each man,. 

at 2d. one-half, per lb. 1536 lb. — 16 00 

Butter, quarter of a pound a man a day, at 4d. the 

pound, and one-third of a pound of cheefe, at 

2d. a pound, • — — — 2 16 4 

Oat-^ 
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Oatmeal, i pint each a day, at 3s. thebuihel, - i 16 o 
Salt a pint each man, a month, 9s. at id. per lb. - o 90 
Muftard feed, a pint each, a month, at 4s. a bufliel, 0120 



Tot. for vid. a fhip complement 3 2 men for 6 months,;^i 31 154. 
Tempore R. Eliz. Otho, £. ix. 

VIL Contrad for vidualling ihips in harbour, dated July 
31, 1597, anno 40th of queen Elizabeth, a year of dearth, 
ift eitimate, an. 31. Eliz. 2d, eftimate, an. 40. Eliz. 

Wheat, at 20s, per quarter, — — ^ o 40 o 

Malt, at 15s. per quarter, -^ -— o 23 o 

Beer, at 24s, per ton, — •— — o 33 o 

Caik beer, 6s. 8d. per ton, — — 0120 

Beef, at 12 s. 6d. per hundred, — -^ o 20 o 

Stock-fKh, at 12I. per laft, — — jfi5et20 
Linges, at 3I. per hundred, — — 5 5 o 

Butter, at 40s. per barrell, — — - 400 

Cheefe, at 28s. per wey, — • — — 0550 
IVices provifions coft, ift eftimate 1857I. 15s. 5d. 2d eftimate 

2649I. I2S. 5d. ob. 
Surcharge by overplus of price, — ^ 791 17 o ob. 

VIII. For 
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Vin. !For 800 1x)ult8 df Ipfwich canvifs lor 

fails, at 30s. the boult, — jf 120Q o O 

500 boults of Danfke poldavies, for hanging the 

cabins for the whole fleet, at 20s. thelxnilt, - 500 O o 
For the making of them, — — 300 o o 

Tor boats, pinnaces, and 'boataces, — ^ 200 o 9 

For all forts of fea-flore for fame fhips^ — 1500 © o 
For the rig^g wages of -.200 men for two months, 
at los. each, and for fea wages of 3730 men 
for three months, at 14s. one with another, - 7333 o o 
;For the fea wages of 2350 men in the ten other 
ihips mentioned in a former eftimate, for one 
month of twenty-eight days, at 14s. each, to 
make the time of their fervice complete for 
three months, -— — — 1785 o o 

For coat-money for 1 500 men, at 4s. the man, .300 o o 
FoT rigging-viduals of 200 men fiar two months, 

at 7d. oh. each a day, — -— -— 350 o 

For the iea viduals of 3 73 o men for three months, 

at 8d. a day each, — -— 10444 o o 

For the refrefhin^ of psuntings, for wafle doaths 

and top-arms, — . — — jjj o o 

For 16 great anchors, 12 boat-anchors, and 12 

pinnace anchors, by eflimation, — 670 o o 

F f [The 
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[The top of the fecond page confumed by. the 
^ Bipy remains legible for condu A in difchai^e for. 
3,400 meaatPorcfinouth,biitthisfumdcftroycd] 
,TQtaJof page i, 28,682!. page 2, 3,9901. in all 32672 o o 
, To the Treafurer, prefently, 2400I. "j 
2d payment, 6weekshence, 9890I. > - Total ^19268 o o 
3d, at the end of the term, 747 81. J 

To the Vidualler, prefently, l 

2d payment,at more leifure, 1 - Total >f 13324 o o 

3d, before the fhips go out, J 

Signed with the autograph of Foulke Greville, 
Henry Palmer, and Jof. Trevor. Otho, E. ix. 
It appears from Harl. Manufc. 6279, p. 8, that Mr. Fulk 
Greville wasTreafurer of the navy in 1599, and John Trevor 
Surveyor of the navy ; and from page 1 1 , that Sir Henry Palmer 
was made Comptroller of the navy in 1600, which nearly aS- 
certains the date of the above paper. 

IX. I fhall clofe this {ubjeA of the vidualling the navy 
with the infertion of the following extraAs frwn Harl. Nfanufc. 
No. 5177. which I believe give the firft inftance where the 
ofEce df Surveyor-general of all the king's viduals for the 
fea was put into commifHon, as it is held at prefent. 

Anno 20. Regis Jacobi, January lil, 1621, a grant to 
Alan Apfley knight and others, to be the officers of the 
admiralty and marine Caufes, and alfo Surveyors-general of 

all 
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all viduals for (hips and marine affairs with a Qisay of 50I. 
per annum, for their lives. 

Anno 20. Jacobi, January 9th, a grant to Alan Apfley, 
knight and others, of an yearly fum of 960^. for the vic- 
tualling of the navy; to be paid by the fumers of the cuftoms. 

Alfo fet down to Sir Alan Apdey and Sir Sampfon Dajrell, 
divers covenants and . agreements to be performed, and the 
manner of vidualling the navy, dated the 9. Jan. anno 20. 
Rs. Jacobi. Harl. Manufc. 5177. p. 29. 

The tenth contains mifcdlaneous extras of the prices of 
divers implements, tools and other necefiaries on (hip-board, 
taken from the admiralty accoimts in Otho, £. ix. of queen 
Elizabeth's reign. 
Shovells 6 dozen, and fpades 3 dozen, at 7 fhil-* 

ling? the dozen, 
Turf fpades 8d. a f»ece, baskets 8d. 
' Wheelbarrows and handbarrows, ready framed, but 

packed up in pieces, in all xx, -^ ^500 

Two grinding ftones and whetftones, at x«. — • 100 
12 Crows .of iron, at 2s. 6d. each, — -« •— i 10 O 
Pickaxes helved 12, at 2s. *— — i 4 o 

Sledges of 16 lb. a piece, 2, at 5s. 6d. "-<- 0110 

4, at 81b. at 2s. 6d. — — o 10 o 

2 5 wedges, at 41b. wt. each, ibme lefs, and a few bigger, . 

in.all, — — — — — 100 

F f 2 Car- 
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Carpenters tools of all forts for tBrccmtns work, - 4? o <»> 

Smiths anvUl and tools fiimifhed, — -^-^ 613^ 
Long fawes for plank and timber, called^ whip&wes,, 

12, at 6s. and two handfawes,. at 2s. 8d. each. 
Bricks, at los. per dioufand,: tiles^at 1 2». perthoufand) 

Pitch, 8 barrells, and tar 4 bairells, in all, -— 700 

Oakham, 5oftone, at 6d.. ^— — i 50- 

Tallow, 2 hundred, hard, — — 2- 10 o- 

One thousand 3d. nails, -— - — -i^ o 3 4!- 

Rolen, 5 cwt.. — — — 368 

Chalk, I ton,, for coopers and others, — ^ 050- 

Otho, £. ixr 



But to proceed, we may next obienre that the fhips were 
taken up and commiflioned every year in number and force 
apportionate to the emergency of the fervice required, and 
that for eight months fervice only at the mofl in the year, 
and often for a fhorter time. That in common years in 
times of peace, or even in time of war, where there was 
no previous intelligence of preparation of our hoflile neigh- 
bours of extraordinary armaments in great naval (orcc to attack 
or invade this country, or fimilar intentions of attack or in- 
vaflon meditated on our fide againfl foreign powers ; the naval* 

force 
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ibrce of this kingdom for the year,, feldom exceeded fix or 
eight ^eat fhips, with barges, ballingers .and pinnaces, in 
proportion, £>me years lefs, and in fbme tbo^p^haps none at 
all. At leaH, I have fome foundation Sot this laft donjedure, 
and I advance it as a conjediure merely, from obferving that in 
the ftatonent given in to the high Court of Parliament by ^t 
great and able minifter SirRalph Lord Crombwell Treafurer 
of Ei^land, of the whole of the public expenditures for the 
twelfth year of king. Henry the Sixth, 14334 There is no 
one article for the extra charge or expenditure of the navy for 
that year, except this one fii^e item^ 

For the guard and repairs of the king*s fhips,- looL Vide 
^ account, HarL Manufc. No. 16. p. 91.- and No. 22. 
p. 84. 

We may obferve too farther, with regard to ^emanning:of the 
fhips put into commii&on every year, during the 14th century^ 
their complement of men was probably nearly the &me with that 
ftated in the ordinance of parliament for the keeping of the fea 
in the 20th yearof Henry the Sixth, befcM-e recited at large; that 
is to fay, for a great fljiip one hundred ancf^fty mariners; for a 
barge eighty men ; for a ballinger £otty men, and for a pinnace 
twenty-five men. That the entire complements were made up > 
of nearly one-half of manners and the other moiety of men at 

arms 
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amis and archers ; and that of the marinen who {eem to be 
the QiAj meer leamen trained up regularly to the marine ler- 
vice, and upon whom refted the care and management of 
working the {hip*s way, there are only three orders or degrees 
mentioned ; the Mafters, one to each (hip, at four pounds, five 
(hillings and four pence for their wages per month, over and 
above their pay as commcm feamen; the Quarter-mafters re- 
ceiving half the extra pay, if two in each fhip ; (Vide ordi- 
nance 20. H. 6.) and the mariners each having two (hil- 
lings p» month wages, and for dyet fourteen pence per week 
each man. The admirals of the north and weft, the Cap- 
tains or knights, the Under-capt^ or Efquire, (as they are 
called in the above quoted ordinance,) the men at arms and the 
archers ferving on board the fleet, to the amount of about 
half the complement of every fhip, were taken from die mi- 
litary roll, and paid according to the fame rate with thofe of 
the fame ranks and degrees ferving by land, as appears from 
the ftate of 'the public expenditure above referred to, fb far as 
relates to the men of arms and archers. 

With refpedt to all the fuperior officers ferving at fea, as 
I before obferved, the Lord Admiral only and his Lieutenant, 
or when that office was afterwards divided, the admirals of the 
north and weft and thck" rcfpedivc lieutenants 5 were the ooly 

officers 
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officers wbo had a ibted fixed annual pay or fee, by the year, 
whether there were ihips in adual fervice or not i diat is to hj, 
the Lord Admiral 200 marks, and the lieutenant lool. per 
annum, and for two ckrks, one, at one {hilling, and the 
other at 8d. per, day 30I. 8s. 4d. ; and during the time of ac- 
tual fervice, while any fleet or (hips were in commiflion, 
die Lord Admired or the admirals of the north and weft and 
their lieutenants, die Captains, Under-captains, Knights, 
Biquires, Gentlemen, archers, &c. (erving on board the fhips^ 
wereenddedtotheirdaily military pay and (ubfiftence, according 
iotheir(eFeral eftatesand degrees, die fame re^edively as thole 
iervingby land. What that pay and allowance was is clearly and 
precifely defined and afcertained, and that too for tjie very year 
and esrpedition we are to treat of, in die twentieth of Edward 
the Third, in the Harl. Manufc. No. 176. p. 17. The which 
-account I ihall infert at length when I conie to treat of the 
army department, and (hall only obferve here in genial, that 
■a Duke- was allowed- for his dyet, by the day, as it is there 
ftated, 135^ 4d. An Earl of the. Blood Royal the fime. An 
Earli not of the Blood Royal, for his dyet, by the day, fix 
fhillings and eight pence. A Vifcount five (hillings. A Ba*^ 
ron, for his dyet by the day, four fhillings. A Knight two 
flifllings. An El^ire, for the body for his dyet, by die day, 

two 
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two {hillings. An Efquire (not t£ the hody) one fluQing^ and 
fixpence [with an extra allowance to each degree of one 
Shilling per day, for the dyet of ereiy man and horie thejr 
brought into the £eld] and 'Cvery Gentleman s pay £>r his 
dyet thus ftated ; 9, Oavtleman for him and his fenrant, by the 
day, two fliillinge^ The man at aims one (hilling, and the 
archer of foot 6d> a day ; but for dyet allowed to the latter 
only 3d;, per day;; acid a Wj^hman on loot &x kis dyet .only 
two pence per rday ; a ihip-boy jid. ob. ; ardiers on horie 
vyntners of footm€;n, ftandard-bearers, ferjeants and cryess 
being Wcichmen ; for .their dyet lour pence per day each. Hax2^ 
Manufc. Nq. 176. p. 17;. 

: Memorandum ki the Lord Treafurer Cromweirs account of 
the revenue^ ^om Cam^arvoh and Merioneth in North Walee^ 
it appears that the pay of the genfdarms and archers there was 
lefs one-third ^han ji^at ,of the En^fh archers, iiom the folr 
lowing extra^ 

Memorandum^ to be deduced in future years l^e pay of 
two captains, At 8d* per day each, and of 54 ibldlers, at 4d. 
per day each* HarL Manuilc. No> j6^ p. 90. and No. %i, 
p. 82. 

We ma>y obfervf that .the ufage adopted in thefe early ages 
of apportioning the annual foe or rewards of offices or employ«- 
ments held under the kii^ not to the duties of the xefpedive 

offices, 
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offices, but to the eftate, rank and degree of the holder, wa^ 
not confined to the naval or military department, but extended 
to all even die hi^eft civil appointments, and was continued 
down Co low as Henry the Sixth's reign, as appears from the 
ordinance of parliament for the appointment of the annual 
ftipend, fee or rewards of the re(pedive members of the 
Council of Regency, anno 2. H. 6. 1423, which ftates, that 
after due infpe6don and (eaichfor precedents during the reigns 
of Richard the Second and Henry the Fourth, what rewards 
had been afllgned to the Lords of the. Council yearly for their 
entendance, it was found that by letters of Privy Seal there 
had been affigned to the Trefiirer, Chamberlain and Arch-' 
bifhop of Canterbury three hundred marks per annum ; and 
to Henry Bifhop of Winchefler the fame; to every other Bifhop 
and Earl two hundred marks ; to every Baron one hundred 
pounds, and to every Knight or Efquire forty pounds. And 
accordingly by letter of Privy Seal, anno 2. H. 6. there was 
granted to the Lords of that Council of Regency in the fanlc 
proportion:, that is to fay, to the Archbifhop of Canterbury 
and the Bifhop of Winchefler, frcre du Roy Chancellor, three 
hundred marks each per annum; to John Bifhop of LondoQ, 
Thomas Bifhop of Durham, Philip Bifhop of Worcefler, 
Richard Earl of Warwick, Monficur John Stafford, Trefbrer 

G g d'Engleterre, 
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d*£ngleterre, two htindred marks per annum each. T9 
the Barons Ralph Cromwell and John Scrope one hundred 
marks. To Walter Hungerford and John Taploft, Bannerctts, 
one hundred marks each. To Thomas Chaucer and William 
Allington, Efquires, forty pounds per annum each) foloog. 
as they fhall continue of the (ame Council. 

. Provided, however, that if any of the- faid Cou^cillixs 
Qiall abfent themfelves any one day in full term time without 
reasonable caufe to be approved by the Council, he ihall for- 
feit in the following proportion ; the abfentees of 360 marks 
ialary, twenty fhillings. Thofeof 200 marks, falary, eight 
fhillings and four pence ; thofe of one hundred marks, five 
fhillings ; and thofe o£ forty pounds falary in proportion, felon 
rai]^rant for every fiich de&uh. 

See the original in the Cott. Manufc. Cleopatra, F. 4. anno 

B. H.e; 

A^ Concilia, anno i. H. 6. April 27. 1422. Agreed and 
lEoally concluded that the Earl of March fhall have the euflody 
ftOkd government of the king*s dominion in Ireland, as Lieu- 
-teaant, to receive annually 5000 marks for that fervice, and 
that the faid Earl fhall take all the revenues of that Lord/hip 
as far as they fhall extend towards liquidating that amount, 
^tqd the remainder here in England, purported from the Latin. 

Adla 
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Ada Con. i. H. 6. 1422. March 2. The iame day was 
granted to the Earl of March, for the fafe keeping of the lani 
of Ireland, in cafe that he went over there in hit own peribn 
within the year for his wages 4000 marks per amiiim. Awl 
if he chofe rather to fend over a Baron of Ei^land ha» de** 
puty, then to have 3000 marks a year, or if a Kn^ht Bat^ 
chelour, then 2000 per annum. And the Lords ordered iet-^ 
ters to be made out under their ieals to the fame purport. 

Ada ConCr anno i. Q. 6. Cleopatra, F, 4. ad anmun.- 

We are next to obferve, that all the officers ftiperior' and 
inferior, the men at anjis and archers, the mailers and ma- 
riners ferving on board the (hips were befides ;uid exduiive of 
their pay andallowance for dyct farther entitled to acertain (hare 
or proportion of what are fometimes denominated the thr^des 
or gains of warre or prize-money, accruing from the prifoners 
{hips or goods of the enemy taken at fea, according to thdr 
refpedive eflates, ranks and degrees, after the dedudion of two- 
thirds of one moiety or half to the owners and proprietors of 
the {hips, barges, ballingers and pinnaces taken into the go- 
yemment's feryice and prefent in the adion, or if the king's 
ihips, then the right to fuch third fhare veflihg in his Majefly. 

At kafl, from the naval ordinance above quoted, it appears that 
in the 20th of Henry the Sixth, anno 1 441, this was tliemodi 

G g 2 of 
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of divifion, and that the other third of the firft moiety was to 
me Captains aiid the Under-captains of the great fhips only 
(for the barges, ballingers and pinnaces were commanded 
by Mafters and npt Captains;) and the chie^ b^fides fharing 
in a double proportion to the inferior or Under-captains ; and the 
remaining entire moiety or half divided amongfl the Mailers 
of the fhips, Quartermailers, fhipmen and foldiers on board. 
I have not been able as yet to recover any authentic docu- 
ment or authority, tending to fix and afcertain the precife 
mode of apportioning and dividing the prizes taken at fea in 
king Edward the Third's reign ; but think it hot improbable 
that it was nearly fimilar to the mode above recited. I find 
indeed in Rot. Almain, anno 13. Ed. 3. prs. 3. Mem. 8. as 
recited in the fifth volume Rymer's CoUe^ons, vol. 5. p. 45. 
Harli Ma^iufc. No. 4583. p. 45. a general commiffion made 
out- to Nicholas Cantaloup WilUam de Sharfhull and John de 
Shordiold, knights, to go down to appeafe certain mutinies 
and diforders arifen betwixt Sir Robert Morle the admiral. of 
the north, and the Captains,. Mailers and others of certain of 
the Yarmouth and other fhips, about the divifion of prizes 
^om the enemy ;. and the latter having feceded and deferted 
the admiral, to induce them to return to their obedience, and 
(proceed together on the intended voyage. 

If 
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If I could be fortunate enough to recover the proceedmgs 
taken under this commifliori of inqueft, or any of thofe gen- 
tlemen who have free accefs to all the repofitories of the pub- 
lic archives, and much greater abilities in refearches of this 
kind, would make it an obje<a "of their attention and enquiry ; 
and favour the world with the refult of their difcovery, it will 
clear up the point in queftion to an abfolute certainty ,^ I 
have only farther to add here, that the mode (from Otho, E. 
9.) in king Henry the Eighth's reign of apportioning prizes ap- 
pears to have been, " that the king took himfelf one entire 
" half;" from the following extrad of a letter from the ad- 
miral to the Lord Privy Seal, dated Dover-Road, May 24, 
circ. 30th year of Henry the Eighth, iigned William Fitz- 
william, refpe6ting a (hip taken a prize and fent to Calais 
for fale. " Therefore, the next fair tyde that is I fhall fend 
" the lame thydder, and the money that comes thereof I fhall 
" keep in mine own hands, until that I fhall know the king's 
" pleafure and your's upon the fame ; which I befeech your 
** Grace I may by this bearer, and whether I fhall deliver one 
*^ half thereof to the. takers, according to the order (f the fea^ 
and keep the other half for the king's gracious ufe, or elfe 
that I fhall kepe it holy for. the king's fayd ufe. Alfo I 
"befeech your Grace with the ten Frenchmen, whether! 

fhall 






( 230 ) 

** fhall fend them to priibn or ranfome them,** &c. Otho, E.ix. 
And this mode of divifion is farther confirmed by the exprefs 
(tipulations in the endenture between the kingHeniy the Eighth 
and i^r Edward Howard before recited ; and that too upon 
this exprefs ground, namely, becauie the king viiEtualkd the 
navy. Vide the inihnment above. 

I (hall next proceed to collet in one point of view a mif- 
tfellaneous fdedion of fome of the mote remarkable regula- 
tions, laws, fads, and drcumftances relating to the navy in 
general. And firfl, with regard to the mode of proceeding 
againfl the king's fubjeds committing ads of piracy or ille- 
gally feizing or detsdning the fliips or goods of any merchant^ 
flranger, &c. either in port or out at fea, as appears from an 
ad of council, dated July 27, anno 4. H. 6. 1426. 

Ordered and agreed that whenfoever anyof thefubjedsof our 
Lord the King, whether of France, England, Flanders, Aqiu- 
taine or Ireland ', alfo any of the friends or allies of our 
foverdgn Lord the King, or any other . whatfbever, having 
letters of fafe-condud from him ; fhall come to complain to 
the Lord Chancellor now or for. the time being, againil any 
perfbn or perfons who or whatfbever they may be, or in what- 
ever ports or places within the dominions of England they 
may relide, for having illegally feized themfelves, their fhips, 

or 
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qr ilmr gpoh upon the high kas orelfewhere ^ that dien th« 
afore^4 Lord ChanceUor ihs^ be obliged immediately to 
caufe under the authority of the aforeiaid ad, the itfbre£ud 
perfeos {b oflendtDg as is preTuppoied to be amefted whodb* 
^er they fluU be found within the domihions of EfigjUad or 
h^rni^i together with the (hips and goods by them ill^ally 
jfetzed as is albrefaid : and to retain them fo arrefted in iaie 
cuftody^ until iidl juftice £hall be Tendered unto the partys* 
Cleopatra, F. 4. ad datam ejufdem amii. 

2d, The caic qf a ihip deairefled or rekafed by order o£ 
councii, which had been afore affigned to Mr. John Sta^c^d, 
A^ Coacilii, anno imo H. 6. 142^3, dated Janumythe t5th> 

Agreed that a certain ballinger of Britanny, ktdy aiSgned 
to Mr. John Stafford, then keeper of the Prlry Bea^ vtndet 
the claim of the refHtntion of the goods pf ' the . Uii 
John, kbely token upon the fea per iplbs de jPretagpe^ 
in the time of truce, and now arrefbd by ^ adawal^ 
of the Thames, be difcharged iP(^out difficulty* And that 
the afore^d John be bound to aniwer in ihe admimlty courts 
to the Bretons, and to profecute for Uie £»ne balUi^er* Cleo^ 
patra, F. 4. ad datam ejuldcm men& et anni. 

3.. The durd caie is a private capture of a Spanidi ihip by 
Sir Nicholas Damory and his company in their retumtoEn^and^ 

horn 
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from fervihg the king in his wars in his dutchy of Aquitaine, 
and who, after taking this fhip, carried her into Southamtoh. 
port. The which {hip was going to St. Maloe^s, loaded with 
wine, iron, and other merchandize, the property of the French 
merchants of Rochelle, the king\ enemys ; having on board 
two merchants of Baion, prifoners, the king's fiibjeds, who 
on their return home had been taken at fea, and their Aiips 
plundered by Spanifh pirates. After due examination had, and 
proof of the above (a&s before the Lords of the King's Coun- 
cil, their Lordihips decreed that the cargoe, the wines, iron, 
and other merchandiies, after a valuation made upon oath by 
competent perfons of Southamton,' ihould under the infpec-. 
tion and {uperintendance of John de Elderton lerjeant at arms 
lent dovrn for. that puipofej be fairly and reafbnably divided 
betwixt sir Nicholas de : Amoiy and his men ; . and that ..the 
fhip, tackling and ftores fhould be reflored entire to the Mafter 
aind mariners of the i^d ^>ani^ fhip ; and moreover, a reafbn- 
able fatisfadibn belddes to be made to them for their pafiage. * 
Before I proceed to quote the original inilrument itfelf f 
would obferve, that ^ the right veiled in the Lords of the 
Council of adjudicating en dernier refbrt captures at lea to be 
legal prizes, appears from this inflance to be of very high an- 
tiquity, indeed cosval with the Council itfelf. 

And 
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And in farther confirmation of this I will beg leave to ad- 
duce an extrad: from the Cottonian Manufc. Cleopatra, c. 3. 
in which there is a curious paper flating the extent^ of the 
power and authority of the King's Council about the year, 
1394, anno 18. R. 2. The paper is in many parts erafed and 
abfolutely illegible, but article the 5th is l^ble and is as fol- 
lows. 

Item, des prc^ts et emoluments des monoye et bullions, et 
de la prife des Prifoners, villes et lieux, niefs, carrakes, biens 
venduz, pris de la guerre par terre et par mere ; et des bene- 
fices et autres pofiefllons des cardiuaulx ♦ ♦ ♦ et toug autres 
gliens. Cleopatra, c. 3. No. 

But to return to the inflrument above-mentioned, it is an 
order of Council, dated Wefbninfter, Nfay 7th, ftoin the 
Pat. Clauf. 21. Ed. 3. prs. i. m. 12. copied by Rymer in his 
Collections, vol. 7. Ayfc« Manufc. 4586. p. 201. and is as 
follows. 

Rex majori et ballivis villx Suthton, falutem. 

Cum diledi et fideles nofbi Nicholaus Damory et quidam 
alii fubditi noilri in regna.noftro Anglis vfenientes per mare de 
ducatu noflro Aquitaiiiae, ub^ in fervicio noftro per tempora 
lion modica extiterant verfus r^num noflrum Anglis ; quan- 
dam navein de Ifpania viniis ferro et aliis mercandifis inimico- 
|um nofborum de Fitmcia apud* la Rochelle' verfus villam de' 

H h Segal 
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prasdidam cum «q)paratu et attilio ejufHcm, diftis magiftro ct 
marenariis integre reftitui; ct as de fredo navis illius fine de- 
ladone aliqtia fatisfieri faciatis juxta confideradonem fupra dic- 
tatn. Nos de vinis £erro et aliis mercandifis in nari prtedic'- 
ta exiftendbus, et quae, et ci^us modi, et cujus pretii, et 
quibus perlbnis liberata fiierint, et quantum pro fre^lo praedic^ 
to folvi cont^erit, et de iKMnine navis prsedidss, at tlemini ct 
magiftri gufdem, ac de toto fedo veftro in hac parte fcr dic- 
tum lervientem noftrum ad arma certificantes ihdilate. 

Tef^ buftode praedi^to apiid Redyng 7 die Maii, 
pet'toittim confiHum, p. 201. 

4. The fourdi cafe contains tHe judgement pafied by the 
Lords of the Council, July the 20th, anno 4. H, S-. 14 2^5* 
againft the abbot df fit. Auftin'«, Canterhuiy, for certain pi- 
racy and depredation cjommitted by his people at fea on a flii^ 
and cai^oe of wine belonging to certain merchants at Bruges 
juid BuMoiny to the fc^owing purport. 

Anno 4. H, 6. 1425, July 20, in the refeftory of tht 
friars preabhers at tohdcta; the Lords of the Council gave 
judgment againft Marcellus, Ahbot of St. AufHn's, in Caii- 
terbury, in placito of the taking and plundering of a certain 
flup and of the wines contained therein, belonging to John 
Lorfame of-Abbotfv^, and to certain otha: peons' of the 

Hh 2 fame 
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fame city, and foine others of the citys of Bruges and BuUoin; 
upon the high feas, within the dominions and by the fubjeds 
of our fovereign Lord the King ; condemning the (aid abbot 
in feven gobies for every ton of wine, namely, diirty-nine, 
which carae into the poflefHon of the abbot, by his own con- 
feflion ; aud in fix fhillii^s for every ton of wine, namely, 
thirty-feven, which were deftroyed by the fault of the abbot ; 
and in fixty nobles for the other damages and expences of the 
aforefaid partys injured, and of their prodors. And the Lords 
aforeiaid ordered that the Privy Seal warrant fhouH be made 
out to the Chancellor, requiring him to fee to the execution 
of this judgment ut fibi videbitur expedire. Cleopatra, F. 4. 
ad datam. 

The fifth cafe is an order of Council for the dearrefHng 
and difcharge of a ihip of Catalonia, upon the grounds there^ 
in alledged, notwithflanding the commander had entered into 
a recognizance and bond of 2000I. to the admiral of the weft 
the Duke of Bedford. 

A^CoRcih anno 5. H. 6. 1426. July the 8th. Agreed 
that the commander of a certain gaily of Qitdonia, which 
had lately been arrefled and detained by a deputy of the ad-r 
miral*s near Sandwich, and the commander bound to the ad- 
miral in » fecognizance and obligation in the fum of two 

thoufand 
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thoufand pounds ; yet notwithanding fuch obligation that he 
fliould be at liberty to depart with the aforelaid fhip and mer- 
chandize, and goe where he pleafcd ; inafmuch as at the time 
of the feizurej he had letters of fafe-condud fighed by our 
Lord the King, which the Lords of the Council allowed ; 
their Lordfhips at the fame time engaging to excufe and in^ 
demnify the aforcfaid captain to the Duke of Bedford, if ever 
there fhouid be occaiion and opportunity fhould ferve. Cleo- 
patra, F. 4. ad datam. 

The two next cafes are demands of reftitution of fliips 
and cargoes illegally feizcd and detained by the fiibje<£ts of for- 
rein ftates, and contain both of them curious and valuable infor- 
mation, in ftating the mode of retaliation and redrefs pradifed 
in that early s^e, where the ruling power in fuch flates re- 
fufed or delayed complying with fuch donands of reftitution. 

Vlthtafe, abfbaded from Rymcr*8 Manufc. Coll. Ayfc. 
Catal. 4580, p. 481— ->485. 

Rot. Clauf. 4. £. 3. m. 33. 

Demand of refHtution from the Earl of Flanders, before 
claimed by the late king Edward the Second, of a fhip called 
the Salwe of London, and airgoe, the property of Henry le 
Palmer, Alan Atwatfe^ Thomas Tuk, and Robert Yoim, late 
deceafed, freighted from Leyboura with twenty-five tdns and 

feven 
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feven pipes oF vnsie, canva&, linen clodi, and odier goods 
and merchandize. 

The which fhip lying at anchor between Margate and Re- 
culver, in the river Thames, certain Flemings attacked, killed 
the men on board, and carried oiF die veflel and cargo to the 
port of Swjn, Aates, 

That tipon inquiiition ordered to be td^en by the late king 
in his chancerie, the value of the (hip of which John Tri^e 
was mafter, was found 200 marks fterling, and of the cargo 
thfe tv«^enty-five t<»s and fevoi pipes of wine, value at ril. 
per tern, and the feven pipes at 61. each ; the canva(s, linen 
cletb, and othdr merchandizes to the value of twenty-four 
pounds; amd pl^£, cloaths, armour, the failors and merchants 
property, to the amount of thirty pounds flerling more, be« 
(ides £xty pounds in money. 

That after repeated remonftranceb and demands for reftitu- 
tion and redrefs had been made by the late king Edward the 
Second to the then Earl of Flanders^ and no ^tisfa^on could 
be obtained; the king, &t the fuit of the May en* tind Com- 
hionalty of the City of Ltilndon, by and 'with the advice of 
his Council, iflued out aprjecept to the Sheriils of London ^ 
fei^ and aCttach all die goods and mdfchiaadizes hefe, belong- 
ki^ to tile fubjeds of die la/fie £drl df Flanders, i£nd to diftrain 

to 



( »39 ) 

to the amount of 41 8l, 6s. 8d. the ^ue retrutned of th^ 
afcwefaid fhip, wines, money, cloth and other merchandizt> 
and of the farther fiim of ^ocl. for damages, until fnli £itis~ 
^idion fhould be made &x the fadd demand of 518II 6s. 8dc 
The full, executian. <^ which, precept^ owiiig to toeatj^s and 
negotiations entered kitQ hetvireen the kte king and the ]ato 
JEarl of Fl^mders, for the amicable ad}uftment of this bufine^ ; 
had not yet taken place. That at the fiiit of the merdiancs 
Ikere upon their petition that the precept afbrefaid mi^ ha 
ialty executed, his prefent Majefty had repeatedly renewed 
pr^mg remortftrance& and demands, for redreis and iatis£i^<»)! 
tb the partys for the (hip, cargo, and damages afbrd&id, to 
£»re him the di^igreeable neceiGty of proceeding to extremity} 
and demanding an immediate and £uial anfwer. Tafis R^ 
apud Winton, 20th of March. 

Rot. Ciauf. 4« £. 3. m. 33. D. 

Pro Stephano Alleyn et altis. 

The King to William Earl of Hainault, Holland and 
Zekuid, patri (uo cariiHmo, £dutem, ftates. 

That the late King Edwatd the Second, at the fiiit of Ste- 
ven Alkyn, citizen of London and merchant, complaining 
to him that he had freighted out from Sandwych a fhip called^ 
the Margaiet of Loadon, witib forty (quarters of wheat, at aos-, 

per 
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per quarter, value 40I. thirty quarters of barley, at 13s. 4d. 
value 20I. four quarters of wheat-flour, at 40s. value 81. four-^ 
icore quarters groiH falls, at 20s. value 80I. with bread, ale, 
meat and flfh, to the amount cf 3I. 1 8s. uno panno ftragulato, 
value 3I. I OS. chefts, beds, cloths and armour, to the value 
of 5I. ; and 3I. 1 5s. in caih, for a voyage to Berwick, for the 
fupport of the garrifbn there : and that the afore(aid {hip in 
her voyage on the feas near Ravenfore, oppofite to Saltefleteby, 
was attacked by certain pirates of the Hainaulters, feized and 
with .all her rigging, of the value of 40I. together with the 
QOtiif fait and other goods and chattels, amounting in thc- 
Vv^hole to the value of jioo pounds taken and carried into Se*'. 
{a^d,. in the Earl of Hanon's dominions- and jurifdidion. De>: 
manding as before a final anfwer as to immediate fatisfadicm 
and redrefs for the lofs and damage fuftained by the merchant 
aforefaid, in order to avoid the execution of a fufpende;d pre> 
cept iflued by the late king to the fheriff of Norfolk and Suf- 
folk; to take a diflrefs upon the goods and chattels of the 
fubje<ftsof Hainault to be found within his bailiwick to the. 
full amount. Ayfc. Catol. 4580, p. 487. 

The two next petitions appeared to me worthy of infertion, 
as they ferve to throw a light upon and explain the original, 
grounds of mifunderftanding 'and diffc^nce, and mseafures, 

adopted 
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adc^ed in confequence, betwixt the merchants of England 
and thofe of the Hans Towns ; and which were produdivc 
of fiich mat^al confequences to the commerce and trade of 
the relpedive countrys on both fides the water. 

Rot. Pari, anno 14. H. 6. 1435. m, 27. 

To thp right wife and difcreet G>mmons of this prefent 
parliament, fliewen the merchants of England, which were 
wont to repair unto Pruce and unto the towns of the mefne 
Hans ; that how the Mafter of Pruce with the aiTent of them 
of the mefiie Hans Towns, now late have baniihed and exiled 
the Slid Englifh merchants out of all their lands and flreams, 
and have put them utterly fi-om all manner of buying and fell- 
ing there, and fet them fully out of their prote<Sfions as their 
mortal enemys, for certain debts which they claim to be owing 
them by our foverein Lord the King ; which banifliing hath 
been and is like to be great hurt to our foverein Lord and to 
his Majefty, and to all his realmc. Whereof to have remedy 
the faid Englifh merchants in the month of January USH com- 
plained to our foverein Lord and his Council ; where by the 
advice of our fame foverein Lords Council was thisn granted^ 
that the merchants aliens of thofe parts here yclepd eflerling6 
ihould in thefe parts be entreated in like form as Englifh mer- 
chants weren there in their parts. And thereupon was given 
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in charge to embafladon, which therefore pafled over into Flan- 
ders, to give open relation thereof unto them of the faid ports of 
Pruce and of the mefneHans. And in contrary to the (aid grant, 
and the open relation thereof made as it is af<»:efaid, and alfb 
it is contrary to the Great Charter which is called Magna 
Charta, that the faid efterlings are here continually fuftained,. 
and fuffered to have and enjoy their libertys and privileges as 
freely as ever they deden ; and no Englifh merchants may or 
dare in their faid parts in no wife come and appear. Where- 
upon like it fo your wife difcretions to have this matter in 
tender confideration, and to confider how that the ambaflate 
lately made for this matter into Flanders, caufed our foverein 
Lord and his faid merchants to be put to great coils and ex- 
pences without end or purpoie, and that more coft it is like 
to caufe at this next ambaj[&te thereof if it be had, which 
may be fuppofed fhall come to none avayl or conclufion ; and 
lefs than none other remedy thereupon here be ordained befbr^. 
and thereupon ye like to befeech our foverein Lord and his 
Council to ordain, that the (aid grant be confirmed by the au- 
thority of this prefent parlement. So that the faid efterlings be 
now deprived and adhuUed of their libertys and privileges, in 
thefe parts,, and hence to be fully baniflied and exiled, in like 
Ibrm as the Great Charter will, and as the faid merchants £ng7 
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lifh are out of their parts, for elie in certain there is none aid 
thereupon like to be had, and they in no wife may forbear our 
foverein Lord's land and ftreams. 

Reponfe. Le Roy s*avifera. 

Under the royal reje<ftion of this petition of the merchants, 
fbmething of an imperfeA accommodations feems to have taken 
place between the refpedtive powers, but by no means fuch as 
to remove the grounds of complaint and difTatisfa^on on the 
fide of the Englifh merchants ; as appears from a renewed pe- 
tition from the merchants, fix years after, to the following 
purport. 

Rot. Pari, anno 20. H. 6. m. 39. 

The Englifh merchants by petition of the Commons com- 
plain of their harfh treatment in Pruffia and the Hans Towns, 
for that inflead of enjoying their privileges and immunity? as 
Ibttled by old and new conventions between the refpeftivc 
powers, as it ftates " freely and fafely to come with their 
*^ merchandizes into all the ports of PrufHa and the Hanfes, 
**_ and there to have free and fafe abiding to huj and fell with 
V their merchandize, with all manner of people ; and free 
*•* going from thence paying therefore their cufloms without 
•* any letting or new impofitions and cufloms to be paid ; and 
• there freely to have their counfeU and afTembly together, and 
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** their lodging together or departed, at their own pleaAire; 
*' and in their perfons with their goods and merchandize, Co 
** there to be ruled and demeaned, as the merchants of 
" that party be ruled and demeaned here in England ; until 
" now of late time fith the laft appointment had between 
** you fovereign Lord and them, they have put your (aid Ei^- 
" lifh merchants in gr^t fubjedtion, and taken away their old 
** cufloms, libertys and freedoms, and do them great wrongs, 
" injury s and oppreflions ; by the taking and withholding of 
their goods, and by imlawful and new impofitions, finances, 
ranfomes ; and have letted and feftrained them of buying 
and felling of their merchandizes, but of fuch mer- 
" chandizes, and to fuch perfons, as the faid PrufHans and 
Hanfes lift and to none other : and diflevered and depart- 
ed them of their lodging charging that no man lett them 
none houfe to hire but in low cellars by earth j and alfo thaC 
". no manner of men Englifh fhall buy ne doe make no ihip 
" ne veffell within the lands of Pruffia and Hanfes Towns j to 
" the hurt and hindering of your faid merchants, and likely 
" final deftrudion of a great part of your liege people an^ 
** navy of England." Praying that from the feaft of Saint? 
Martin next enfueing, the merchants of Pruffia, and of the 
Hans Towns, and others here rcfident in England; might b^ 
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reftrained, limited, and fufpended in the enjoyment of all 
their immunitys, libertys and privileges here granted to them 
by treaty and the laft convention ; until fuch time as the Eng- 
lifli merchants there are fully reinftated and reftored to theirs, 
with an adequate reparation and compensation j and in the 
mean time untill the Martinmafs enfueing the Csdd merchants, 
&c. to be treated on the fame footing with the merchants of 
Venice and Florence, being no denizens, here refident.. 

Anfwer. Accorded to, provided an intended application 
to the mafters of Pruflia and the Hans Towns, fhould not 
previoufly obtain hill redrefs, with a provifo in favour of the 
city of Cologne. Vide Harl. Manufc. No. i6. P.137.D. 

Ada Goncilii, Feb. 27th,* anno 21. H. 6. 1443. ^* Shene:. 
Prefent, &c. 

The king woU that a clerk and a merchant be fent to Cp- 
logne with all Englifhmens complaints upon them of Pruflia, > 
Hanze, and the Danzkers, requiring reftitution to be made to 
the faid complainants : and furthermore that it be fent unto 
all the cuftomers in any port of England, commanding them- 
to fiiffer them of the aforefaid countrys to come into this land, . 
to commune, converfe, and merchandize in the lame land, . 
and pafle over as that they have done heretofore ; and uhto « 
the time the king give other cotfvmandmcnt. Cleopatra, F. 
5, at the date. The 
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The next petition probably from the church, refers to a ge- 
nerous interference of the king and parliament of England in 
a caufe not immediately their own, but that of all chriften- 
dome, copyed from the Rolls of Parliament, anno 20. H. 6. 
m. 32. 

To the wife and difcreet Commons of this land in Parliament. 

Pleafe it your wife difcretions to underftand how now late 
the Janneyes with five great carraks full armed and arrayed 
for war, having in their fellowfhip great numbers of Saracens 
under covert within the faid carraks, arrived and entered 
the port of the ifle of Rhodes ; and in colouring of their 
untrue purpofes, bearing the arms of the hofpital of St. John's 
of Jerufelem ; and fo feigning them as if they had been good 
friends, to the intent to make the faid Saracens to have good 
knowledge of the entrys into the faid ille : and there fuddenly 
fpoiled two fliips of the religion of the faid hofpital, and 
burned a balinger of the fame religion, and robbed certain 
perfons in the faid ifle, and depreyed divers beftial under the 
faid colour of deceipt ; to great reproof of all chriftians, great 
hurt and difworfliip of the mafter and brethren of the con- 
vent of Rhodes, as of all other inhabitants in the faid ille : 
and thereupon like it your wife difcretions to pray the king 
our foverein Lord and all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
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thii prefent parlcment aflbmbled, that all; the Janneyes being 
in this land, be had in fiich reputation and conceipt ; as they 
that been enemys to the chriftian people, fuccourers and 
helpers to the ennemys of the chriftian £dth, and mifcreants ; 
and to purvey fuch remedy and puniiQunent againft their de- 
merits and evil purpofe ; as may be. pleaJSuit to God, profit 
and eafe to chriftian. people, honoui and.worihip to. this land, 
and furety and falvaticn of the faid holy religion r for the love 
of God and in the way of charity, confidering that it is 
written and notified, and ordeyned to be notified to all chri- 
ftian princes of the faid treafon,. defirii^ of them^ to have the 
faid Janneyes in like conceipt and reputation. 

Refp^ The king more amply informed of this requeft will 
demean himfelf therein, as a chriftian prince, owes, to doe in 
keeping; of the chriftian faith. Harl. Manufc. No. i6. p. 1.37. 



An order of council for the making out letters patent em- 
powering the Bifhop of Nantz and* other Britons to- export 
certain ardcles therein fpecifyd.. 

Afta Concilii,. anno 10. EL 6. Jiily 14. apud fratrees prat- 
dicatores, &c. 

A^nted to and agreed by the Lords of the Council that 
tfiie Lord John de Maleftun Bifhop of Nantz^ Chancellor of 

Brittainyi, 
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Brittainy, Sir Bertrand de Tryal, Sir Thomas de Crylac, and 
John de Prifliacoi Councillors of the aforefaid Duke of Brit- 
tainy, have letters patent under the great feal, to fhip in the 
port of London, or in the port of Southampton, or the port 
of Lymeton ; Sarges, beds, bedding, chamber furnitures, 
Tobes, utenfils of tin, certain peices of woollen cloth, glafs, 
other houfhold utenfils, lOO bows and lOo quivers of arrows; 
and export them fecurely and fafely from England to the parts 
of Brittany, without any moleftation or impediment whatfo- 
ever. See Cleopatra, P. 4. at the date. 

The form of a protedion of the fhip, merchants, paflfengers 
and the cargoe, belonging to two merchants flrangers of Dun- 
kirk; extrafted from the A£ts of the Council, aimo 21. H. 
6. Feb. 27. 

The king took into his lafe cpnduA by his letters patent, 
Walter Johnfon, and John Dayrell, burghers of Dunkirk in 
Flanders, fifhers and viduallers of England, and poSeBbrs 
and maiflers of a fhip called the Gabriell of Dunkirk ; and 
twelve perfons, merchants and mariners in their company, and 
their goods and merchandifes being in the faid fhip, for to 
come into the king's lordfhips, &c. with their goods and mer- 
chandifes ; there abide, recharge, &c. notwithftanding every 
and all claufes of provifo accuflomed, to endure for fifteen 

months next enfiiing. See Cleopatra, F. 5. at the date. 

I pro- 
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• I proceed to ftate all the feveral grounds of forfeiture of 
merchant fliips or cargoes, which I have hitherto met with as 
held for law, or enforced dvfnng the fourteenth century. 

The firft I fliall mention is the having merchandize or goods 
on board that had not paid duty. And the penalty here feems 
to have been exacted with great feverity until it was moderated 
by a ftatute paffed, anno 38. E. 3. m. 26, as appears from 
HarL Manufc, No. 21. p. 64. D. 

The printed book * that the whole fhip fliall not be forfeited 
for a trifle therein not cuftonied, agreeth with the record. 



* The printed book, an expreflion which occurs perpetually in the parlia- 
mentary rolls of this reign, here means the petition or the refolution of the 
Lords and Commons after it has received the royal aflent, the which is after- 
wards reduced, (either by certain Bifhops, Lords and Commons appointed 
thereto, orelfe ex officio by the judges) into the form of an eftatute, and en- 
'a£led or ingrofled in the great roll of parliament, and if reported by th6 houfc 
that the print and record agree with each other in form and fubftance, th^, I 
believe, according to the pradtice of thofe days, it was proclaimed in the great 
hall of Weftminfter, and became and operated ^s the law of the land. ' 

Anno 14. Ed. 3. 1340. Sundry Bifhops, Lords and Commonar were appointed 
daily to (it until they had reduced the aforefaid grants (the fupplies granted fe- 
verally by the Lords, the Clergy, and the Commons) into the form of a ftatute ; 
and they brought the fame into the form of a ftatute, agreed upon by the king 
and the whole eftates. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 16. 

Afta Concilii, annoi. H. 6. Januarii die viceffimo fexto. , -. *^ 

Eodem die ledli fuerunt per clericum parliajw^rjti cor2^m,d<wipi'*5'**R<^Us.ha^ 

biti et fa£li in ultimo parliamento. Qui ibidem habuit in mandatis de often- 

dendo diftos adtus jufticiariis regis utriufque banci, ad effcftum quod illi actus 

K k qui 
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And in the Ads of Council, anno 21. H. 6. March 6. 
Prefent in Ardern*s houfe at Wcftminfter, the Chancellor, St. 
David's, Earl of SufFolk and Treafurer of England^ 

2d. Art. Alfo it was commanded that theire be made letCers 
unto the Chancellor of England that for as much as it is (aid, 
that Bower yeoman of the crown and ♦ ♦ ♦ will avail the king 
in his cuftoms and fubfidys of merchandizes not cuftomed, 
{hipped in time pafled ; they having the third part of fiich 
goods, as there heretofore were by the Lombards fhipped un- 
cuftomed, and that (hall be learned by their means and la> 
hours ; that my faid Lord Chancellor make unto them there- 
fore fiich letters of commiilion as that the cafe (hall require. 
Sec Cleopatra, F. 5. at the date. 

In the fubiidy ad, anno 2. H. 4. 1401. There is a very 
favourable extenuation of the feverity of the penalty on fiich 
merchants as negled to accuftom their merchandize, viz» that 
they ihall only forfeit double cuftoms, without any ^rther for- 

qui erant {(atuta regni per ipfos videantur, et redigantur in mandum et pre* 
terea quod oftendantur dominis, et proclamentur ; et quod aliorum aduum tan- 
gentium gubernationem dominorum de concilio et regni, dimittantur copiaecum 
derico concilii regis, et quod fimul omnes redadi in fcriptts irrotulentttv in- 
cancellaria ut wofxtn eft. Manofc. Cotton. Cleopatra, F. 4. p, f* 

feiture 
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feiture or penalty. Vide Harl. Manufc. No. 20. p. 66. and 
No. 21. p. 227. 

The fecond ground of forfeiture appears from the following 
proclamation, containing a prohibition tb export timber or 
boards adapted for fhip-building, under the penalty of for- 
feiture, from which it fhould feem that even in thofo early 
days the Britifh oak was in high eftimation for theiie 
purpofes. 

Rot. Clauf. 15. £. 3. prs. 2d. m. 15. D. 

Rex vicecomiti Kantiae, falutem, prsecipimus tibi Hrmitur 
injungentes, quod ftatim vifls prsfentibus in balliva tua tarn 
infra libertates quam extra, ubi expedire videris ; publice pro- 
clamari, et ex paite noftra firmiter facias inhiberi, ne quis fob* 
forisfadura omnium quae nobis forisfacere poterit, bordas feu 
maeremium, aliqua apta pro navibus faciendis, extra regnum 
nofbum ad partes exteras ducat, vel cariari faciat, fine man- 
date noflro ^ciali. Et fr quem poll proclamationem et in- 
hibitionem hujufmodi inveneris, hujufmodi maeremium feu 
l>ordas extra regnum noftrum ad didas partes ducentes, tunc 
maeremium et bordas illas in manum noflrum frne dilatione 
leifrri, et falvo cuftodiri facies, quoufque aliud fuper hoc a 
nobis habueris in mandatis. Nofque de nominibus illorum, 
tpn contra hujuimodi inhibitionem nofrram quicquam in prx- 

Kk 2 mifTis 
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miflis fecerint^ reddas in cancellaria noftra fub figillo tuo, dc 
tempore in tempus, diftinAe et aperte certiores. 

Tefte rege apud Weftm. gtio die Maii, per ipfum regem. 

Eodem modo mandatum vicecomitibus Effex, Hertford^ 
Surrey, SufFolk, Norfolk, Suflex, and Hants. Ayfc. Catal. 
4584. p. 97. 

A third ground of forfeiture, the freighting prohibited 
goods to or from prohibited ports. 

Rot Pari, anno i. Ri. 2di. 1377. It was agreed that all 
merchants, Gafcoigne and Englifh, might freely tranfport to 
Gafcoigne and Breft to the king's friends there, all manner of 
com and other viiShials, and alfo leather gloves, purfes and 
caps, leather points, fhoes, (hofe) and fuch other kind q£ 
finall merchandizes j notwithflanding any ordinance of the 
ftaple, but not elfewhere, on pain of forfeiture. Harl. Ma- 
nufc. No. 21. p. 109. 

Afta Concilii, anno 15* H. 6. 1437. April 13th. . ^, 
Our fovereign Lord the king for certain caufes him there- 
unto moving, by and with the advice and aflent of the Lords 
of the Council willeth and commandeth, that warrants, &Cf 
be made made out to the Chancellor of England to make.pu^^ 
writs under the Great Seal feverally to all the Jking's cuflomera 
and officers of every port throughout England i flri^y chargn 
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ing tliem not to permit the exportation of any woollen cloth» 
(but of wool! only) out of this realm without fpecial licenfe 
from the king, by any perfons whatever, unlefs fiich foreigners 
as are in amity with the king, and exprefsly privileged by his 
Majefty to export them, as are the merchants of Pruflia and 
Portugal ; provided always that no ftatute heretofore made be 
^{pended or infringed by this injun<^on. Vide Cleopatra^ 
vol. 4. at the date. 

Rot. Pari, anno 15. H. 6. m. 21. 

Alfo prayen the Commons for as much as by. the laws or- 
dained that no man may carry ne load, no corn out of Eng- 
land without licenfe of you our foverein Lord, becaufe of 
which farmers and other men that ufen manuring of land, 
might not fell their corn but to low price, to great hindring 
of all the realm : Pleafe it to our fovereign Lord and all the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, that it may be ordained by au- 
thority of this prefent parliament, that it {hall be lawful for 
every man to (hip and carry all manner of corns and grains 
out of this realm into what place him fhall like (except only 
unto the king's enemys) as oftimes and as long as one quarter 
of wheat exceed not the price of fix {hillings and eight pence, 
and one quarter of barley three fhillirigs in that port there 
that wheat and barley is fo (Kipped, (the king ever ccmtent 

of 
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of his cuftoms and dutys) and that without any Ucenie thcre<« 
fore to be fued, notwithflanding all other ordinances thereof 
made as contrary afore this. 

Refp. Be it as it is deflred unto the next parliament. 
Harl. Manufc. No. i6. p. io8. 

s The next k a petition of the Commons to reftrain the mer~ 
chants from taking up forrein bottoms to tranfport their mer- 
chandize where Englifh may be had, which is a fourth ground 
of forfeiture. 

Rot. Parl.^anne 15. Ri. 2. 1391. m. 50. That no Engliih 
merchants dotf lade in any foreign bottom their merchandize, 
where they may have Englifh bottoms to ferve, on pain to 
forfeit the fame. 

Anfwer. The flatutes heretofore made therefore fhall be 
obferved. 

The fifth ground of forfeiture. Harl. Manufc. No. 2 1 . p. 1 88. 

By the old law, in cafe of a vidient or even cafual death 
happening on board, the ihip was forfeitable to the king, as 
appears from the following petition of the Commons, that in 
cafe of a violent death happening on board,' while the fhip is 
in port, \he fhip fhould not be forfeited. 

Anno 50. E. 3. 1376. m. 133. The inhabitants of the 
port towns in England pray, that whereas it often happeneth 

that 



that a man or boy being in one of their ihips or vefiels, and 
by mifliap falling therefrom is drowned, their (hip or veffcl is 
thereupon feized as a deodand, that therein remedy may be 
had. 

Anfwer. If the veflel be upon the fea it fhall be judged 
no deodand, and if upon the frefli water, let complaint be^ 
made to the king, who will extend favour. Hail. Manufc. 
No. 21. p. 90, 

Anno 1. H. 4» i^gg* m, 153. The Comfbons petition 
that no barge on the Thames be forfeited as a deodand. 

Anfwer. It fhall be as herefore. 

A fixth ground of forfeiture was, any merchant denifbn*s 
fiiipping or coqueting wooUs the property of a flranger 
as his own, with a view to evade the additional cufloms upon 
the merchants aliens> as appears from the following flatute. 

Anno 14. Ri.. 2di. membrane 26. It is enaded that no de> 
nifbn doe fhip or cocquet wooUs or other merchandizes in his 
Qwn naine^ wluch belong to ilrangers, to forbear the king of 
hii cuflome, upon pain of frnfeiture. HarL Manufc. No. 21. 
p. 181. 

The ieventh ground of forfeiture I fhall mention, is the re- 
fbaining the pafiage over fea of all Earls, Barons, Magnates,, 
Kntghtt} men and hoifes at arms or armour, &c. without the 

cxpsefi- 
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exprefs licenfe of the king, by writs of proclamationi ne ex- 
eant regm, addrefTed to the Sherifis of London, and of the feve- 
ral countys refpeftively, and to the Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports; which are very frequent in thofe early ages. I (hall 
adduce an example of each. 

Rot. Clauf. 1 6. E. 3. p. 1. m. 37. D. 

Rex vicccomitibus London, falutem. 

Praecipimus vobis firmiter injungentes, quod per totam bal- 

livam tuam iii' fingulis locis ubi expedire videritis tarn infra li- 

bertates quam extra, publice proclamari et ex parte noftra in- 

hiberi faciatis ; ne quis comes, baro, magnas^ miles, feu alius 

homo ad arma, extr^ regnum noftrum fub forisfaduta omnium 

quae nobis forisfaccre poterit fe transferat, abfqiie licentia noA 

tra fpeciali : et omnes illos quos poft proclamationem et inhi- 

bitionem hujufmodi extra regnum noftrum tranfeuntes invene- 

ritis, una -cum armaturis et aliis rebus fuis aireftari, et falvo et 

lecure cuftodiri faciatis, quoufque aliud a nobis inde habueritis 

in mandatis : et de nominibus illorum quos lie arteftaveritis,* 

ac de armaturis, et aliis rebus fuis, et quae, etcujufmodi fife- 

rint; ac de toto fado veftro in hac parte, nos de tempore iii 

tempus, in cancellaria noftra fub figillis veftris, reddltis def- 

tindle et apertc certiores. Tefte apud Weftmon. 20 die Fc- 

bruarii per regem et confilium. 
• • t Eodem 
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. Eodem modo mandatum fingulis vicecomitibus per Angliaim 
Ayfc. Cat. 4584* Rym. vol. v.p^ 353- 

Rot. Clauf^ anno 4. E. 3. 1330. m. 4. in dorfo. 

Rex vicecomiti Kantiae, &c. falutem. 

Praecipimus tibi firmiter ihjungentes quod ftatim vifis piae- 
fentibus, in fingulis civitatibus, burgis, portubus maris, et aliis 
locis infi-a ballivam tuam tarn infra libertates quam extra, uBi 
expediri videris ; facias publice proclamari et ex parte noftra dif- 
tride inhiberi; ne quis comes, baro, miles, feu alius homo ad! 
arma, regnum noftrum exeat, nee equos dextarios feu alios equos 
ad arma,. feu armaturas extra idem regnum noftrum ducat; feu 
duci faciat, fine licentia noftra fpeciali. Et fi quos poft pro- 
clamationem et inhibitionem hujufmodi noflxam invencris con- 
tiaria facere praefumentes tunc eos fine dilatione arreftari, et : 
in prifonis noftris falvo cuftodiri facias donee aliud inde pras- 
ceperimus ; et nobis illorum nomina quos fie arrcflaveris fiib > 
figillo tuo diflin«9Ee et aperte conftare facias. 

Tefte rege apud Croydon, 24 die Februarii* 
Per ipfiim regem ac confiliiim. 

Eodem modo maiidatum eft fingulis vicecomitibus per Aiii-- 
gliam. Ayfc. Manufc. 4580. p. 479.. 

Rex diledo et fideli fuo Willhelmo de Clynton conftabulario 

L. 1. caftril 
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caftri fui Dovoriae et cuftodi quinque portuum ftionim, vel 
ejus locum tenenti, falutcm. 

Cum per fingulos comitatus regni noftri publice fecerimus 
proclamari, et ex parte noftra firmiter inhiberi ; ne quis comes, 
baro, miles, feu alius homo ad anna, regnum noftrum exeat, 
nee equos dextarios feu alios equos ad arma, feu armatuins ; 
extra idem regnum noftram ducat, feu duci faciat, fine li- 
cencia noftra fpeciali. Vobis mandamus quod aliquos co- 
mites, barones, milites, feu alios homines ad arma in portu 
Dovor, feu aliis portubus in balliva veftra ad partes exteras 
tranfire ; feu equos dextarios, feu armaturas ad eafdem partes 
ducerc, nuUatenus permittatis : et omnes illos quos inveneritis 
contraria facientes, fine dilatione arreftari, et in prifona noftra 
ialvo cuftodiri ^ciatis, donee aliud inde duxerimus demandan- 
dum : et de nominibus illorum quos fie arreftari feceritis, no- 
bis (ub figillo veftro diftinde et aperte conftare faciatis. 

Tefte ut fupra, per ipfum regem et confilium. Ayfc. Ma- 
nufc. 4580. p. 481. 

But in the nineteenth year of King Edward the Third, im- 
mediately previous to the fitting out the great armament of 
J 34 5, againft Normandy and France ; this inhibition ne exeant 
regno was renewed and enforced with the greateft.ftridnefs and 
feverity : limiting tiie departure of all perfons whatever even 

with 
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with the king's fpeclal licence, except merchants onty with their , 
merchandize, to the fingle port of Dover ; and extending the 
penalty of forfeiture and imprifonment, not merely to the 
party s offlnding by endeavouring to leave the kingdom, and 
to their horfcs, goods, armour, effe<Sts, 8cc. but equally to 
the mailer and mariners of the fhip that fhould admit luch 
perfbns on board, to their perfonal imprifonment and forfeiture 
of their goods and eiFeds, and even to the lofs of the fhip 
itfclf forfeited ta the king. This arbitrary flretch of prero- 
gative was probably the occafion of repeated demands after- 
wards of the Commons in their petitions that every man 
fhould be at liberty to pafs over the feas, paying the old ac- 
ci^lomed duty of half a mark, as 

Anna 21. £. 3. m. 29. the Commons petition that all men 
may fipeely pais well o^ er" the fea at their plea^ure^ paying their- 
aacient cufiom of half a inark, whicE thio^ was ordained bj 
the king*» charter. 

AnfWen That fubfidy was grantee! for a time yet en- 
dtuing,^ within which time the king will advife with his Coun- 
cit what dlalt be befl to be done therein for the good of hi& 
people. Harh Manufc. 21, p^ 36. 

Rot. Ctftuf. 19. F. 3, {M^. r. m. 20. D'. 

Quod nullus tranfeat mare nifi in portu Dover* 

LI 2 Rex 
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P.ex vicecomiti Cantis, falutem. 
Quibufdam certis de caufls coram nobis et confilio noflro 
propofitis, tibi pnecipimus firmiter injungentes, quod ftatim 
vifis praefentibus in locis iu balliva tua ubi expedire videris, 
pjublice proclamari et ex parte noftra firmiter inhiberi facias ; 
ne quis cujufcunque flatus feu conditionis fuerit, extra regnum 
noflrum tranfiturus, exceptis mercatoribus cum merchandifis 
fuis, in alio portu infra regnum noflram Angliae quam in porta 
Dovor, fub forisfadhira omnium bonorum fuorum, et incar- 
ceratione corporis fui ad voluntatem noflram, tranfeatfine 
raandato noflro fpeciali. £t fi quos pofl proclamaticmem et 
iuhibitionem hujufmodi inveneris aut fciveris, ad didas partes, 
fine licentia noflra alibi quam ad dictum portum Dovorr tran- 
fituros, exceptis mercatoribus cum merchandifis fuis ; tunc 
eos una cum navibus eos ducentibus, et cum equis, armis, 
harnefiis et aliis bonis et rebus fiiis, ac bonis et rebus magif- 
trorum et marenariorum eos ducentium arreflari et falvo cuflo- * 
diri facias, quoufque aliud a nobis inde habueris in mandatis, 
nos de nominibus eorum arreflatorum et cujufmodi naves, 
equos, anna, res, bona, et hamefia fie arreflaveris, in cancel- ^ 
laria noflra de tempore in tempus diflinde certificans, et 
aperte. Et hoc ficut te ipfum indempnem fervare volueris 
nuUatenus omittas. ^ 

,. ' Tefte 
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Tefte rege apud Weftmonafterium decimo die Martii. 
Eodem modo mandatum eft fingulis vicecomitibus per 
Angliam. Ayfc. Catal. 4585. p. 355. 



I fliall proceed next to give a fiimmary view of the laws 
refpeding the ftaple, during the fourteenth century, fb far as 
relate to the navy. 

Anno 27. E. 3. 1353. One principal caufe for fummoning 
this parlement afligned by the Chancellor on the firft day of 
opening was, that the ftaple fhould be removed from beyond 
the feas and appointed within the realm. 

Anno 27. E. 3. m. 4. The flatute fixing the ftaple of wooU, 
leather, wooUfells and lead to be kept at the following places, 
namely, in England ; at Newcaftle upon Tyne, York, Nicole, 
(or Lincoln,) Carlifle, Norwich, Weftminfter, Canterbury, • 
Chichefter, Winchefter, Exeter and Briftol ; and 

For Wales, at Carmarthen ; and 

For Ireland, at Dublin, Waterford, Cork, and Drogheda, 
to be weighed and fealed by the Mayor of the ftaple, and ' 
(hipped at the following ports. ' 

From York, at Hull ; from Nicole or Lincoln, at St. But* 
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tolph, or Bofton ; rrom Norwich, at Great Yarmouth ; from 
Weftminftcr, at London; from Canterbury, at Sandwych; 
and from Winchefter, at Southamton. 

And from the porti themfelves of Ncwcaftle, Chichcfter, 
Exeter, Briftol, Carmarthen, Dublin, Waterford, Cork and 
Drogheda ; paying half a mark (denifons) for the fack of 
wooU cuftom, and for three hundred wooUfells the feme ; 
and one maik for a laft of fkins. Vide Harl. Manuic, No. 
21. p. 52. 

Anno 29. E. 3. m, 13. That the eftatute of ftaple lately 
fixed to remain for ever in England, be observed in all points. 

Refp^ II pleiA a notre feigneur le roy que ainfi fblt. Harl. 
Manufc. No. 14. p. 2g8^ 

Anno 50; E. 3, 1376. m» 63. The countys of Lincoln, 
Leicefter, Nottingham and Derby piayeth, that the (bplemay 
be holden at Lincoln, as it was at fir A; ordained,, and not at 
Su Botto!j^'s. 

Anfwer. It fhaU continue at- St. Buttqlph's, at the king's 
pleafure. Harl. Manufc. No; 21. p. 85.. 

Anno 50. E. 3, m* 1 74. That no woollen yam be; oirricd 
out of the fealm, but employed ia drapeing,, andiexportedTi^. 
the cloth only. 

Anfwer. Nafac;h yacn fhalLpa^ oat' of the realm on. pain 
oi f(»feiture. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 94. 

■ * ra.. 
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m. 178. The citizens of < York defire, that where 

the Lord of Arcle and Cocham in Holland, hath ftayd thirty- 
fix farplars of their wooU, freighted h-om Kingfton for Calais, 
to the value of 900I. fiippofing that the king oweth him mo- 
ney for his fervice in France ; and will neither for the king's 
letters nor other means deliver their woolk : that therefore 
they may have licenfe to ftay the fhips of the faid Lord at 
Calais or in England, until they be paid and anfwered in the 
value. 

Anfwer. Let it be declared to die ^eat Council, and tfe^y 
fhall have remedy according to reafon. Harl. Manufc. Uo, 
21. p. 94. 

Anno 50. £. 3. m. 212. That the inhabitants of Calais 
may have liberty to purchafe freely all kinds of merchandize 
and viidiuals in England, except wooU, woollfells, leather, 
tin, which have beai confined by the flaple to a particular 
compatiy, while they were under the French allegiance, and 
under Ac reigns of Richard, John, and Henry, heretofore 
kings of England. H*arl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 96. 

2d Pari, anno 5. R. 2. 1381. m. 67. The Lords and 
Commons grant to the king the fiibfidy of wooUs and flaple 
ware, as before, for four years, from the nativity of St. John 
the Baptifl then enfueing ; to be employed upon the wars and 
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voiage of the faid Duke of Lancafter. And (for) that the 
king will doe things according to the advice of his Council, 
by whofe advice they grant (farther) that for ferving his credit 
and profit, he may for a time tranfport his ftaple ware to any 
other place befides Calais, any grant notwithflanding. Harl. 
Manufc. No. 21. p. 140. 

Anno 5. Ri. 2di. 2d Pari. m. 14. The printed book touch- 
ing the ftaple to be opened to all merchants whatever, s^eeth 
with the record. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 145. 

^ Anno 9. Ri. 2di. 1385. m. i. Sir Michael de la Poole, 
n^ created Earl of Suffolk, in opening the caufes of (urn. 
moning this parliament recommended firft, that the ftaple were 
planted within the realm ; confidering Calais, Bruges and 
ccther towns beyond the feas grew very rich thereby, and good 
towns here much declined, and fo much for the common pro»- 
fit. Touching the king, he affirmed, that the cuftom and 
fubfidy of wool! yielded more to the king when the ftaple was 
kept in England, by one thoufand marks, per annum,, than it 
did now being holden beyond the feaS^. Harl. Manufc. Na» 
21. p. 162. 

Anno 9. Ri. 2di. m. 1 2. It is alfoe ena^ed, that the ftaplb 
fhall be holden in England in fuch places as to the king and 
Council fhall be thought moft meet. Harl. Manufc. No. 21 . 
p. 162. Anna 
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Anno 14. R. 2. 1391. m. 6. It is enadcd, that after the 
Feaft of Epiphany next enfueing the ftaple {hall be removed 
from Calais into England, in fuch places as are contained in 
the ftatute 27. E. 3.; the which ftatutc ftiall be fully exe- 
cuted: and fardier that every alioi that bringeth merchandize 
into the realm, (hall fkid fufficient fecurity to buy and carry 
away commodit^s of the realm to hdif the value of his (aid 
merchandize. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 179. 

Anno 14. R. 2. m. 30. The king hath granted to the men 
of the ides of Guemfey, Jerfey> S^ckc and Aurtney, that 
they for the fpace of eight years fhall be free of all manner of 
tolls, exactions, and cufloms within the realm as his li^ 
people and denifbns are. 

' m. 31. The merchants of Kerfies require that they 

may freely tranfport their faid Kerfres for the old cuflican of 
four pence. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 181. 

Anno 15. R. 2. 1391. m. 7. It is enaded, that the flaple 
of wooU fhall be held in places within the realm, according 
to the 27th of Edward the Third, until the 24th of June 
next enfueing. And that every merchant, denifon or alien, 
may, during the fame time, buy any kind of wooUes of what 
perfon foever, bringing to Calais one ounce of gold in bullion, 
for every feck of wooll : after which day the faid ftaple fhall 

Mm be 
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be kept at fuch towns upon the fea coaft, as the Council fliall 
appoint. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 184. 

Anno 20. R. 2. m. 1 9. 1 396. It is enaded, that every merchant 
{hall bring in to the Tower of London one ounce of gold of forrein 
coyn, for every fack of wooU and for every 240 of wooUfells ; 
and for every half lafl of (kins ; or elfe thirteen (hillings and 
four pence over and above the due cufloms, and to put in 
furety therefore. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 197. 

Anno 1. H. 4. 1399. m. 86. It is enadedthat the golden 
or forrein coin alluded to 20. R. 2. m. 19. fhall be brought to 
Calais until the next parliament. And, 

m. 87. It is enaded, that the ftaple of woolles, 

woollfells, fkins, lead and tin, fhall only be at Calais ; faving 
that the merchants of Jane, Venice, Catalonia, Arragon, 
and other countrys of the weft, being in amity with the king, 
may difcharge their merchandize at Hamton ; and take in fuch 
ftaple wares ; faving alfo the liberty to the men of Berwick 
upon Tweed for their wooUs. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 219. 

Ada Concilii, anno 9. H. 6. 1431. April 28, in the Starred 
Chamber. 

John Reynewell Mayor of the ftaple of Calais feid thefc 
words that follow. Prefent there my Lord Gloucefter ; the 
Cardinal ^ the Archbifhops of Canterbury, and York Chan- 
cellor j 
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cellor; Biihops Ely, Bath, Norwich; the Lords Hungerford, 
Cromwell and Tiptoft. Copy. 

My Lord of Gloucefler and all my Lords, 
Like it your Lordfhips to have in knowledge, how on Tues- 
day laft paft it liked my Lord the Chancellor to clepe afore 
him and other my Lords of the Council at that being prefent, 
certain perfons of the ftaple at Calais and me alfo, for certaines 
matters that liked him to declare to them. And ye my Lord 
Chancellor, and other of my Lords of the King*s Council at 
that time being prefent there, ye being informed of certain 
heavinefles and grievances hanging between certain perfons of 
the company of the faid ftaple and me; yt, liked your Lord- 
fhips to give in commandment to Richard Wydeville, Robert 
Darcy, and Robert Whytingham, to hear the grievances afore- 
faid between the faid parties and me : and thofe heard, they 
by their difcretions utterly to determine them and conclude 
them to (our) good and peace; if God would give them grace. 
The which perfons fro thence hitherto, have (o notably, fo 
indifferently, and fo truly laboured thefe matters ; that all 
manner of heavinefs and grievance been concluded, to perfed 
reft and peace between the (aid parties and me ; befeeching 
you my Lord of Gloucefter, that what fuggeflion that hath 
comen in tofore you by me, or any of mine, by bill, writing, 

M m 2 or 



( 268 ) 

or any other mean, by the which in your conceit, any oiFcnce 
is done by the company of the faid ftaple, or any of them to 
the king or his council ; that it like you to put it utterly out 
of your remembrance, in full diicharge of the faid company 
and each of them ; confidering that neither it was, is, ne never 
fliall be mine intent, that the laid company ne none of them, 
fhall neither take harm, hurt ne durefle, for any (wiche fug- 
geftion made by me, or any of mine in any time prefent. 

My Lord of Gloucefter and all my Lords, as touching my 
dejfire of fee, cods and rewards for eilablifhment of more pro- 
fit, love and peace, it is fully accorded and aflented by me 
under this form, that I John Reynwell have left my own 
defire in that, and fully put me in the dilcretion of the wor- 
thy men of the company of the faid flaple, having hope there 
and here. Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

A£taConc. 13. H. 6. Feb. 7. It is aflented to and accorded 
to by the Lords of the King's Council, that for certain pur- 
veyances to be made to the Chancellor of France, or to his 
deputy at Calais, or at Bruges, in the month of May next 
comeing, of the fum of 5000 marks ; the Treafurer of Eng- 
land (or the time being doe his power, to buy within the realm 
two hundred' and twenty-two farplers of wooUe, in any county 
there as he may foonefl bargain with 5 accounting for every 

farpler 
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farpler, one with another, two facks of wooll, to the intent to be 
fold unto fuch fufficient merchants as well denifons as ftrangers, 
which can find fufficient furety to keep their payments within 
the fai4 month at the places, and to the perfons aforefaid. 
And that the faid merchants, ftrangers or denifons have by 
this a£t fiill power and licenfe, to fhip or doe fliip the faid 
woolls at their fi-ecdom, and at the king's adventure and peril, 
to Caleys, Flanders, or to any other place ; and fi-om any of 
the faid places fi-eely to depart withouten any interruption or 
impeachment, notwithftanding any ftatute or ordinance made 
to the contrary here or there. And alfo that the faid Treforer 
of England have full power to moderate and releafe unto the 
faid merchants half the fubfidys and cuftoms that ihall grow 
unto the king by {hipping the faid woolls. And that every 
cuftomer, by authority of thi& fame ad, have a clear difcharge 
upon their accounts of the releafe and moderation of the dutys 
upon the wooUes fo (hipped or to be fhipped. Provided^ &c- 
Cleopatra, F. 4. addatam. 

Anno 18. H. 6. 1439. m» 36. ftates that by flatute 21. 
Ri. 2di, the ftaple was limited to abide at Calais, and that all 
manner of cloths,, woolls, wooUfells, hydes, lead, tin, cheefe, 
butter^ and honey exported, muft be landed at Calais only 
and no were eUe. But that certain peifons have purchafed li^ 
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cenfes at divers times, to cany woolls and other merchandizes 
to other ports outright ; and the Chancellor of England hath 
eftranged him oftentimes to grant licenfes for cheefe and butter, 
to be had to any other port than Calais. Wherefore, confi- 
dering how that cheefe and butter is a merchandize that may 
not well be kept and abide his merchant; and will take great 
impairing by beafts of vermin and worms ; and is alfo tender 
and of fo fimple a price that it may not goodly bear the cofts 
of ftaple ; therefore to be enaAed, that cheefe and butter may 
be exported to any port without any licenfe ; and that the 
great ftaple merchandizes fhould not be exported to any port 
except Calais, without any licence thereof to be granted but 
by the king himfelf. 

Refp. Le roy le voet, purveu que il poet reftreigner quand 
luy plerra. Harl. Manufc. No. i6. p. 120. 

Anno 27. H. 6. 1449. m. 19. ftates that the king Edward 
the Third in great deliberation ordained, that his whole ftaple 
of woolls, wooUfells and other merchandize ({kins, tin, and 
lead) to be at Calais for the weal of this his realm, and fafe- 
guard of die town ; and that by the great libertys and fran- 
chifes given to the merchants thither repairing many years after, 
there came great revenues to him and his fucceflbrs, viz. in 
fome years of his reign 68,oool. and more, and fo continued 

many 
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many years ; at which time great riches came into this king 
dom ; and that by reafon of the merchants of the faid ftaple 
being at that time many in number, and of great riches ; good 
jufHce and law between party and party had, and by them 
Well executed ; the faid town of Calais well reparrelled, and 
the fouldiers paid of their wages i how be it now that by di- 
vers and many licences given by letters patents, and by mif- 
ufing of the faid licences,, buying of woolls and woollfelk in 
other places than their licences containeth, {hipping more 
number and weight ; and colouring by new-feigned names as 
morling and Jhorling ; and fome perfbns that fhould by their 
licences have carried their woolls over the mountains, have 
•fold them in Brabant and other places to fuch men, as were 
wont to buy their woolls at the ftaple of Calais ; and alfo by 
great taking out of woolls and wooUfels not cuftomed in di- 
vers parts of England and Wales, oftentimes by eonfent and 
means of untrue officers, as fearchers; and furveyors, which 
take no fee, but privy rewards, for doing the king wrong ;; 
and by divers rcflraynts of merchandizes in Calais, as well by 
wars, as by fouldiers fop their wages ; and many other caufes. 
wherein the merchants: of the faid fkple have not been che- 
riflied, nor of power to rejoice their libertys and franchifes o£ 
old times had and accuftpn^ed. Now it is fo, that by the 

means^ 



{ 272 ) 

means of aforefaid, and by the breaking of the whole ftaple, 
the cufloms and fubfidys of the merchandize repairing to the 
aforefaid ftaple of Calais, pafs not yearly 1 2,oool. which is 
but little in comparifon to what they have been before time. 
The roialty of this land not enriched by their woolls, woolU 
fells and other merchandize, as they were wont to be 3 the 
merchants greatly aneantized both in number and goods, and 
not in power, nor in comfort to buy their woolls, woollfells 
and other merchandize as they have done in old time ; the 
foldiers of Calais and of the other marches there, not paid of 
their wages ; the town of Calais for default of reparations, as 
well within the town-walls, towers and caftles, as without the 
town, of dykes, jet d'eaus, keyes, fclufes, banks and other 
reparations, which fhould be made for the defence of the 
town and the water outward like to be utterly deftroyed 
(that God defend) without that remedy be haftily purveyed. 
Which premifes confldered like it our Sovereign Lord to ordain 
and eftablifh, &c. the fcveral provifions after recited in the 
premifes, 6cc. Titus, £. 6. ad annum. 



I fliaH next proceed to feled: a variety of mifcellaneous pe- 
titions, ads, and regulations of the more remarkable refpe^b- 
ing the navy in general; and more particularly the com- 
mercial 
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mcrcial trade of this kingdom during the 14th century, before. 
I return to ftate the particulars of the great naval armament 
coUeded by king Edward the Third, for his expedition s^ainft 
Normandy and France, in the twentieth year of his reign, 

^345- 

Anno 2. H. 4. 1400. m. 22. The Commons pray die le* 

|>eal of commi^cMis granted to ibme dtys and towns, to build 

certain barges and ballingers, without afTent of parliament. 

Anfwer. Tne king aflents that Bich contrads ihould be 
annulled ; but at the hrae time for the abiblute maxiSity of 
having thefe veflels fhould the wars proceed, wifhes to ad~ 
vife with the Lords farther upon this matter, and to commu- 
luc^e the rdftik to the Commons. Harl. Manufc 20. p. 72. 
and 21. p. 22B. 

A&a. Condlu, anno 1. H. 6« 1422* March 3d. A com- 
BSiflidn \Mas granted to William Sopur, Jchn Foxholes Clerk, 
and Nichoks Bani(^ de Suth, to fell certain large (hips, and 
foch other Veflels as to them fliould (eem expedient, for tJic 
benefit of tihe king before the end of the next parlement ; 
provided hoWcvtr that the iaid veffcls fhall not be fold to 
ftrangers, who are not ekher iubjefts, friends or allys to the 
king. And idfo it was agreed, that orders fliould be- fent to the 
Mayors and- bailiiFs of' the citys, towns arid potts of London, 
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Briftol, Hull, Lynn, Yarmouth and Plymouth; that they 
and every of them caufe the premifes to be proclaimed in the 
ufiial places, to the intent that all thofe who are defirous to 
become purdiafers of the aforefaid veflels, may repair at the 
port of Southamton to the faid William, John and Nicholas, 
appointed by the king to fell the aforef^d veflels there, before 
the end of the feaft of Pentecoft next enfueing. Vide Cleo- 
patra, F. 4» p. 15. 

Afta Condlii, anno i. H. 6. Feb. 27th. The feme day 
licence was granted to the merchants and burgefles of New- 
caftlc upon Tyne, in eafe of the poverty of the mariners, as 
iet forth and declared in a certain petition entered upon the 
file ; to ihip in the faid port wooU, woollfells and ikins to the 
amount of 1000 fecks of wooll, efHmating the laft of fkins at 
two fecks of wooll, and 200 lefler fkins or 140 woollfells at 
one feck of wooll (of the groVth of Northumberland, Cimiber- 
land, Wefhnorland, and of the Bifhoprick of Durlnm only, 
on pain of forfeiture ;) to be tranfported for the fpace of one 
year to the ports of any kingdom, flate or province whatever, 
if at peace and in amity with England, the flatute of the 
flaple to the contrary notwithfhuiding : and that the Earls of 
Northumberland, Wefhnorland, and the Lord Cromwell be ap- 
pointed a committee to enquire into and regulate the fhipping 

of 
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of the Taid wooUs, wooUfells and fkins. See Cleopatra, F. 
4. at the date. 

Ada Con. March 7th, 1. H. 6. at the Duke of Gloucefter's 
houfe, in council, licenfe was granted to the merchants of 
Florence to fhip 300 ^ks of wooU after payment of the 
king*s cuftoms in the port, and other fums due to the ftaple 
of Calais ; on condition of difembarking the faid woolls in 
Zealand, Brabant, or the territorys belonging to the ftate of 
Florence, and no otherwhere, to be certified at their return 
under the letters teflimonial and common feal of the city 
aforefaid : and to the obfervance of all and every the laid fH- 
pulations, they entered into fecuritys before the Chancellor. 
Cleopatra, F. 4. ad datam. 

Ada Cone. annoi.H.6. 1422. July 12. Licenfe was given 
to Ralph Earl of Weilmoreland to fhip five himdred facks of 
wool! of the above four countys growth only, on pain of for- 
feiture, to be landed at the port of Heidelberg, in Zealand, 
and Bruges in Flanders, after paying fiibfidys, &c. as before 
the ftatutes of the flaple notwithflanding. Cleopatra, F. 4. 
at the date. 

On the fame day it was ordered that procuratioral powers 
fhould be made out in the name of the king, to the bifhops 
of Lincoln and Chichefler, and the prior of Sullan in Aqui- 
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tain, about to goe over to demand the king*s place and rights 
for his realm of France of the Pope and general council about 
to be held (at Bafil). Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 14. 

Ada Cone, anno i. H. 6. March 2d. Granted to the 
Mayor, bailiiFs and burgefTes of Tenby in South Wales, and 
their fucceflbrs, that they fhall from Michaelmafs next, £of 
the term of twelve years complete, be free and difchapged 
on account of a lull agreement made with the port and city 
of Briftol) de omni kunagio, numagio, portagio, parmagio,. 
et picagio. Id. ibid. p. 1 5. 

Ada Con. anno i. H. 6. April 26th, at Weftminfter. It 
was ordered that the Lords, the Duke of Exeter, the Bifhop 
of London, the Earl Marfhall, the Lords Willoughby and 
Walter Hungeribrd, and the other Lords and magnates, about 
to pafs over itito France in the fervice of the king, fhall have 
all fuch letters of prot^dions from our fovereign Lord the 
King, and all other royal fetters that may be necef&ry or con- 
venient to them, or either of them without any farther fiiit to 
the Lords of the Council. Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 18. 

Ada Cone, anno i. H. 6. May 13th, apud fratres praedi- 
oitores, London. Prefent, the Dukes of Gloucefler and 
Exeter ; the Archbifhop of Canterbury ; the Bifhops of Lon- 
don, Winchefler, Norwich and Worcefler 5 the Earl of War- 
wick j 
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wick ; the Lords Cromwel, Tiptoft ; the Chancellor and 
the Treafurer. 

Concordatum fuit that a writ be direded to the Lieutenant 
df the Tower of London to give up and deliver to Chriftor 
pher Prefton, Efq; fifty of the king's prifbners, whole names 
are fpecified on the file or roll given in ; to be held and pof- 
fefTed to the faid Chrifl(^her in full difcharge of the fum of 
850I. bdng a debt due to him from the late king deceafed, ut 
dicitur : by executing indentures between the faid Lieutenant 
of the Tower, and the aforefaid Chriflopher, of the time and 
place of the delivery and receipt of the faid fifty prifbners, 
and other necefiaiy precautions ; *and likewife that the faid 
Chriflopher fhall give fccurity to the Lord Chancellor, of 
putting the faid prifbnen to ranfome, at the appointment of 
the Lords, the Duke of Gloucef)»r and the Bifhop of London 
jointly or £^veraliy ; who fhall engage to certifie the Council 
herein. Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 21, 

The fame day was granted to Thomas Comberworth, Knt. 
for the cuflody of the Duke of Aurelian, a prifbner of the 
king's, from the firfl of May lafl, as long as the &me Duke 
fhall remain under hi» ward ; twenty fhillings a day -for his 
wardfhip and expences. Id. ibid. p. 22. 

Adta Cone, anno i. H. 6. May 21. The &me day was 
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granted to Robert Scot Lieutenant of the Tower of London, 
to have by the hands of the Trefurer lool. for the cuftody of 
the king's prifoners ill the Tower aforefaid, per viam proftiti. 

A<9a Cone, anno i. H. 6. July 3d. All the king's juftices 
of both benches, and the Chief Baron of the Exchequer, who 
all by the order of the Lords of the Council, fitting in the 
ftar-chamber of the king at Weftminfter, took cognizance of 
the matter of difpute alledged by the merchants of the Hans 
Towns, and profecuted by them with the Lords of the Coun- 
cil, viz. touching the payment of the fubfidy of three ihil- 
lings upon every ton of wine imported, due to the king ; and 
entering into the Council-chamber in the prefence of their 
Lordftiips there prefent, namely, the Duke of Gloucefter; 
Archbifhop of Canterbury; the fiifhops of Wynchefter and 
Worcefter; the Earl of Warwick; the Lords Fitzhugh and 
Cromwell; the Chancellor and the Trefurer. The judges 
aforefaid reported. 

" Quod ipfi audierunt tam pro parte regis quam ipforum 
" mercatorum de Hanfa, propofita in dida caufa; et demum 
*' dixerunt quod videbatur eis, fecundum ficdida et propo- 
" fita coram eis; quod didi mercatores de Hanfa tenentur 
" folvere didtum fubfidium trium folidorum de dolio, con- 
" cefTorum regi in ultimo parliamento fuo apud Wefhnonafte- 
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rium tentOj more cxtraneonim et non ut indigenae, ut ipfi 
vendkant aliquibus allegationibus libertatum et franchifa- 
" rum per eofdem propofitis non obftantibus. Quae omnia re- 
portata fiierurit in praefentia plurimorum didonim merca- 
tonim, coram dominis praedi^tis.'* Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 25. 
July 7, at Weftminfter, prefent as before, with Lord Crom- 
well and the greater part of the merchants of the Hans Towns 
refiding in London. At their efpecial inftance it was declared 
unto the feid merchants by the Chancellor, in the name of all 
their Lcwdfliips, that with relped to the payment of the fub- 
fidy of three {hillings per ton of wine, to be paid by them as 
alien merchants, by the fpecial order of their Lordfhips to the 
colle£tors of that fubfidy in every pcM-t of England, they fliall 
be indulged until the Quindean of St. Michael next enfiieing; 
on condition that they fhall indemnify the faid colledors, at 
that time to pay up the whole arrear of what is already due 
from them, and likewife what may moreover become due in 
the mean time, according to the laft regulation, ^ovided they 
doe not by that time produce better and flronger deeds and 
evidence of their claim of exemption, than they have hitherto 
done before the Lords of the Council, and the king's juftices. 
And on the other hand, if within that time, they fhall be 
able to produce ftronger proofs and evidence;, the Lords of 
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the Council promife to do them juftice, after the Quindean of 
of St. Michael in remitting the furplus charge of that fubfidy. 
Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 26. 

The next is an order of Council in the king's name, in 
confequence of an appeal of John Bumeaux, a Hans mer- 
chant of Dameas, againfl Nicolas Wooton, Alderman of the 
city of London, touching a certain compofition made between 
the Mayor and Aldermen of London, and the Mayor and 
merchants of Damcas tefpeAively ; the appellant dating by 
petition, that in confiderati<m of divers privileges and fran- 
chifes to be held and enjoyed in the city of London, the afore- 
faid Mayor and merchants of Dameas fhould pay to the afore- 
faid Mayor and Aldermen of London fifty marks yearly ; but 
that in cafe it fliould fo happen, either from the chance of 
war, or the king*s exprefs command, that the agents of the 
merchants of Amiens fliould be debarred the liberty of refiding 
here to fuperintend the concerns of their fafbory for a whole 
year, during the term granted; that then they fliall be dis- 
charged of the payment of the aforefaid fifty marks for that 
year, and in prc^ortion for a longer or {horter period of (iich 
difeontinuanGe of refidence here, under the ciftJiimftances 
above recited. 

That it fo happened, that Robert Cok, merchanrof L<m^ 
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don, became indebted to the afore&id appellant John Bur- 
Aeaux, in the fum of 30I. for merchandise bought of him ; 
and that Nicholas Wotton, an Alderman of the city of Lon- 
don, flopped the aforefaid debt of 30I. and delivered in the 
name of the city in part of payment of the aforefaid compo- 
fition of fifty marks for the third year of the king Henry the 
Fourth, at which time the merchants of Dameas, through the 
breaking out of the war, were not permitted to abide or con- 
tinue at all within the city of London, and yet notwithftanding 
the aforefaid Robert Cok, after the battle of Agincourt, was 
driven and compelled to pay into the city the aforefaid 30I. 
in part of the agreement above recited for the faid fourth year 
of king Henry the Fourth againft law, reafon and confcience, 
and exprefsly againft the letter and intention of the aforefaid 
compofition. Praying their Lordfliips to take the aforefaid 
premifes into confideration, et envoier pur le dit Nicoll (Wottm) 
fur repaier kfdites xx:^ audit Robert (Cok) pur iflint que votre 
dit fuppliant ne perdra fa dite duetee, ne Ibit molefte en contre 
refon et le tenour de dite compofition, pour Dieu et en cceur 
de charite. 

Sur quel vuez et leuez la dite compofition en prefence du 
dit Nicol et plufieurs autres Aldermannes et Recorder du dite 
citee de Londres, come en prefence du dit Johan Burneux, 
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devant nous en le confeil avant dit ; par bonne ct meure deli- 
beration, et ainfi de notre confeil, accorder eft et afTcntu par 
les dits mair et merchants du dite citee Dameas, a caufe que 
ils en le temps avantdit en la dit ann quart fu le dit battail 
d'Agincourt, a caufe de quel ne pourroient fair leur demoer 
ne venir a Londre avec leur merchandifes, faront quittez de la 
dite ferme ; et que le dit Nicol repaieroit les dites trente livres 
au dit Robert, pris par le dit Nichol de le dit Robert, qui eft 
accordant a fa petition. Et aufli le mair et merchants Dameas 
avantdite, ferront quittez pur tous jours de la dite ferme, en 
cas que par commandement du roy, ou par guerre, ils ne pur- 
ront fair leur demoer deinz la dite citee de Londres, pur le dit 
temps que ils ne purront faire leur demoer avant dit. 

En tefinoigne du quelle chofe nous avons fait mettre notre 
prive fceal a ces premifes. 

Donne a notre paloys de Weflminftre, le lome jour de 
Juyl Tan de notre regne primer. Cleopatra, F. 4. p. 25. 

Anno I. H. 4. 1400. m. 159. The Commons petition 
that the king may only have two tonnes of wine of every Ihip 
of wine comeing into any port (of England) in the nameof Prife, 

Anfwer. It- fliall be as heretofore. Harl. Manufc. No. 
21. p. 223. 

Rot. 
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Rot. Pari, anno 8. E. 3. 1333. It is enadled, for that the 
ftaple was ordained for to endure at the king*s plcafure, that 
the fame ftaple fliould be revoked ; and that all merchants 
ftrangers may freely buy any ftaple wares, paying the due 
cuftom. Harl. Manufc. 21. p. 5. 

A contract for viduals for Edinburgh and Striveling caftles 
and for Berwick caftle, anno 13. E. 3. 1338. 

William de Snoringe and John Attefenne, merchants of 
Lynne, and Robert de Baions and Henry le Smith, merchants 
of Barton on the Humber, have engaged to purvey 1800 
quarters of wheat, 2500 quarters of malt, 2200 quarters of 
beans and peas, 1400 quarters of oats (et caveis) and deliver 
them at their own cofts and enlarges at Berwick upon Tweed 
and at the port of Leith. The wheat and malt at nine ftiiL- 
lings per quarter, and the beans, peas and oats at five (hillings 
per quarter, before Midlent next enfueing ; and to bring back 
a certificate of the delivery, from Monfieur Rokeby, Gover- 
nor of the caftles of Edinburgh and Striveling, for the one 
moiety, and from the Governor of Berwick caftle for the 
other moiety, to be fupplied in equal proportions by the four 
merchants. 

Oo z To 
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To Berwick. 

Wheat, - looo quarters 
Malt, - - 1500 quarters 
Beans and peas, 1000 quarters 
Oats, - - 900 quarters 
Wine, - - 80 tons 
Salt, - - 200 quarters 
and 14. p. 12. 



To Edinburgh and Striveling. 

Wheat, - - 800 quarters 
Malt, - - 1000 quarters 
Beans and peas, 400 quarters 
Oats, - - 600 quarters 
Wine, - - 24 tons 
Harl. Manufc. 21. p. 57. 



Anno 14. E. 3. 1339. 2d Parliament in the fame year, 
held the Wednefday after Thomas i Becket ; the Saturday 
following the Lords and Commons granted to the king, as 
agreed in the two laft parliaments, namely, the ninth of their 
corn, wool! and lamb, and many devices made for the due 
anfwering of the fame. Thereupon came the Earl of Arun- 
del and Sir William Truflel, with letters from the king under 
the Privy Seal, reporting his great vidory over the enemy 
gained on St. John's day, in rfic water of Swine in the port 
there ; and no lefs neceffity to have indelaye paye of money, 
and alfo that the king's allyes of Flanders tarried about Tour- 
nay 
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nay for the king, with an hundred thoufand men, and that 
Sir Robert de Artoys tarried for him at St. Omer's with fifty 
thoufand men. And in the end the king flieweth great caufes 
of danger, and more of difhonour, without prefent aide ; and 
requireth farther credit in the payment. After this certain 
Bifhops, Lords and Knights, there named, doe appoint of their 
own credit, to fpare the king 20,000 facks of wool! ; every 
iack to be fold five marks under the price made at Notting- 
ham ; ib as the king fliould be aniwered for every lack of the 
beft fort, fix pounds ; for others five, and for the worft four 
marks, over and above forty fhillings cuftom for every feck, 
whereof prefent return fhould be made unto the king. Harl. 
Manufc. 21. p. 16. 

' m. 12. Provifion is appointed to be made for the 

king, two parts at Sandwich, and the third at Southamton ; 
namely, 2,000 quarters wheat, 500 quarters beans and peas, 
500 quarters oats, 800 bacons, 200 tons of ale, and 40 weys 
of cheefe to refi-efh the fleet. 

" m. 1 3. 4,400!. is afligned to the king's butler out 
of the ayde of Eflex and Oxon. Id. ibid, p. 16. 

Anno 14. E. 3. m. 19. Every fheriff by writ (hall caufe 
ibme certain merdbiants of every city or town within his baJi- 

wick. 
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wick, to appear before the council at a day (appointecl) and 
proclaim that no perfon fliall buy any wooll before the king 
be ferved, whereto all cuftomers fliall have an eye. 

Henry Goldbeater and others take 1 500 facks of wooll with- 
in the county of York, to pay for every fack 4I. los. over 
and above 40 fliillings cuftom in three weeks. Others engage 
at 4I. 13s. 4d. others at 4 marks per fack. 

m. 23. Walter Lee Preift of Melton Mowbray, 

and Lynge Corbett, merchants of Barton upon Humber, 
take 500 facks of Leicefterfliire wooll for eight marks the lack. 

— : m. 24. Thomas CoUey and two others take 400 

facks of Shropihire wooll at 61. 6s. 8d. all over and above to 
pay 40 fliillings cuilom for each fack. 

rti. ^7, That 500 facks of wooll in Gloucefter- 

fliire be afligned to queen Philippa to pay her debts, &c. (in 
the king's abfence). Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 17. 

Anno 21. E. 3. m. 27. The merchants of cities and bo- 
roughs, and the commonalty of the land fliewe, that the mer- 
chants are difturbed to buy and fell the commoditys of the 
land ; as tin of Cornwall may now be bought of no merchants, 
but by one ftranger Tydman of Lymburgh, who buyeth all 
and fendeth over the fea ; and pray that no fuch merchan- 
dize 
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dize may be fold in grois, but to the commonalty of mer- 
chants. 

Anfwer. That is a profit belonging to the prince, and 
every Lord may make his profits of his own. Harl. Manufc. 
No. 21. p. 36. 

memb. 31. That the new cuftom lately fet, namely, 

upon every cloth carried forth by Englifh merchants fourteen 
pence, . and by ftrangers twenty-one pence ; and upon every 
worfted cloth one penny, and of ftrangers one penny halfpenny, 
arid upon every lint ten pence, and of ftrangers fifteen pence, 
may be taken away. 

Anfwer. The king, prelats, countes and autres grantz 
will, that this cuftom ftiall ftand ; for it is as good reafon that 
fiich a profit be taken of cloths wrought within the realm and 
carried forth, as of wooU carried out of the land rateable, the 
cloth as the fack. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 36. 

The following A6t of Council adjufts the mode of afleiling 
the fubfidy of twelve pence in the pound on all merchandize 
imported and exported, anno 12. H. 6. 1434* June i6th, in 
the Starred Chamber, prefent my Lords of Bedford, Glocefter, 
the Cardinal; the Archbifhops Canterbury and York; the 
Biftiops Ely and Lincoln; the Earls of Huntingdon, Nor- 
thumberland, 
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thumberland, Suffolk'; the Lords Hungerford, Tiptoff; the 
Chancellor, Treafurer, and Privy Seal, in the matter of va- 
lueing merchandize going and comcing into this land ; of 
which the king ought to receive by his cuftumers the fubfidy, 
that is to wit, three (hillings of the tonne, and twelve pence 
of the pound, like as it is contained in part of the grant made 
thereupon in the parlement. In which matter procefle hath 
come out of the king*s Exchequer ^infl the merchants as 
well denifons as ftrangers ; bycaufe they valued not their mer- 
chandize as well inward as outward, according to the value 
the befl in this land, like as the law of this land requireth. 
After the great and bufy fuit made to the king s^inft the {aid 
procefle and the -valuing that the king's cuflomefs have taken 
upon them in this cafe: after the Chancellor had afked the 
quefHon of all the Lords what them thought beft to be done 
in this matter; it was thought to them all, according in onc> 
fave the Treafurer, that of all manner of merchandize going 
out of this land, the cuftomer let doe value it, after as it is 
worth betwixt merchant and merchant, and that the merchant 
pay his fubfidy to the king after that value. And as touch- 
ing all manner of merchandize coming into this land fro be- 
yond ; it is thought expedient, that no manner of merchan- 
dize 
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^ze be untrufled, ne unpacked by the merchants, ne their 
fadars on pain of forfeiture thereof j but in the prefencc and 
by overfight of the cuftomers. And that thought that it be 
valued by the faid merchants oath, or his fadors how much 
it cofte beyond the fea there he bought it and thereafter he to 
pay his fubfidy, and none otherwife. And that the king may 
grant this unt30 the merchants, in efchewing of many in- 
convcaiencys, if hym like of his grace, howbeit that fomt 
men hold hereupon, that the law of this land is the contrary. 

And this done the Treafiirer there being prefent required, 
that it be enadled of record of the devoir and dilligehce tli^t 
he hath done, as, hym thought,, for the king's great ava^l ih 
this matter. And the Lords forthwith, for many and great 
iconfiderations, and efchewing of great noyfb, lofics, and of 
^vers inconvenients likdy to fall and e^fiie, defired alfo that 
it might be enaiEled, that diey advife this and council the king 
more to grace than to rigor, for the good c^ him and his 
people. Cleopatra, F. 4.. at the date. 

Anno 21. E. 3. m. 58. Whereas heretofore becaufe divers 
merchants were iiaih and robbed on the fea by the king's ene- 
mys of France, it was ordained by the king, peers and pre- 
lates, and by the afTent of the faid merchants, that all that 
would pals whh woolls to the ftaple, (hould pay twelve pence 

• 

P p • iipoh 
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upon every Tack for raf&-condu£k : and certain merchants un^ 
dertook for the fanae and fafely to condud the merchants ; and 
yet have not nor will not perform that condu6fc» and yet take 
the iaid twelve pence on a &ck ; whereby many merchants 
have loft their lives^ woolls and other merchandize. That 
they who undertook this condud: may be made to come into 
this parlement, to make gree to the merchants, who by their 
default have loft their goods ; and to anfwer to the king that 
which they took of the merchants as is abovefaid. 

Anfwer* Let perfons and places be aftigned for hearing 
plaints of all who will complain of the faid merchants, to the 
end that right and reafbn may be done fully to the plaintifls. 
Harl. Manu^. No. 21. p. 40. 

m. 38. That whereas it hath been ordained, that 

all men may freely pafs over the feas with their woolls 
and other merchandize, certain merchants that have of the 
king the cuft(Mn and fubfidy for a certain fum yearly, by co- 
lour of a bargain or purchafe which they have made of the 
king's woolls, will fuifer no man to pais over woolls except 
they pay two marks for a (ack of wool! above the cuftom and 
iubftdy, to the great damage of the people and abafement of 
the price of woolls ; whereof they defire remedy, and that 
the merchants may anfwer in this parlement for fuch their out- 
rage done to the people. 

Anfwer. 
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Anfwer, Let the merchants be cafled into pairlement and 
anfwer. Haii. Manure, No, 21. p. 37. 



Anno 21. E. 3. m. 68. John Whetenham and Walter Def- 
chariter, merchants, defire that whereas the Commons have 
complained againft them by divers bills in parlement, 
namely, that they have done divers extortions and perdes to 
the king and Commons ; forafinuch as they have employed 
their pains and diligences to lerve the king, and have therein 
buffered many lofl^s and mifchiefs. That the king will com- 
mand the faid merchants to oome before the council, to anlwer 
whatever fhall be objeAed, and to declare their eftate ; fb as 
other merchants hereafter may not doubt to de^ with the king 
in chevances, nor no other bufinefs as occasion (hall require. 
No anfwer entered in the roll. HarL Manufc No, 2 1, p. 44, 

Anno 21. E. 3. m. 34, That whereas the four great rivers 
of England, viz. Thames, Tees, Ooze, and Trent, were 
wont from antiquity to be open, and free for every fliip to pafs 
with merchandize ; and now of late daily the &id rivers are 
flopped, and turned aiide, by doors, mills, piles and pales,' 
ere<9:ed by every Lord againft his own land, fo as ftiips cannot 
pafs without danger : that juftices may be afligned in every 
county, to enquire of this bufinefs, and to remove the oppreflion. 

Pp 2 Anfwer. 
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Anfwer. The king is pleafed that fiich and ib many cotm- 
miflions £hall be granted as reafbnably {hall be needful ; and 
that every man fhall be heard, that will complain for himfelf 
and the king. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 36. 

Anno 28. E. 3. m. 53. It is enaded, that all the (latutes, 
that all merchants coming into this realm with their merchan- 
dize, may fell the fame to any perfon at his pleafure, and of 
the fame to make exchange to buy wooUs, paying the cuftoms 
therefore ; are confirmed to continue. 

Anpo 28. £. 3. m. 55. It is enaded, that in any difpute 
at law between merchants, flrangers and denizons, the jury 
of enqueft fhall be half foreigners and half denizons. 

Anno 25. E. 3. 1354. m. 56. That the cuftomers doe dis- 
patch all fuch merchants comeing into this realm with their 
wares and merchandize ; and that fuch mei^chants £br the. 
prices of their wares may be credited upon their letters and 
oaths. 

Anfwer. It is enaded. 

Anno 28. E, 3. m» 57. That fbmc one of the King's 
Council may be appointed to be governor of fuch merchants 
ftrangers. 

Anfwer. The Chancellor and Treafiirer fhall fupply the 

lame when they may attend, if not fome learned Jufticc fhall 

be appointed therefore. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 55. 

Anno 
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Anno I. H. 4. 1399* ^* 126. It is ensL&ed that it be en- 
quired by whom any of the goods of the late king Richard 
are embezzled. 

And m. 1 27.. the fame of the concealments of the cuftomers, 
colledors, fherifFs and efcheators. Harl. Manufc. 21. p. 221. 

Anno 16. R. 2. 1392. m. 24. The Commons petition 
that fome way may be found for the maintenance of the navy 
of the realm being utterly decayed. 

Anfwer. There is fufEcient remedy by ftatutes, which 
the king would- to he ohferved. Harl. Manufc. No. 2i» 
p. 190. 

, Anno 17. R. 2. m^ 49. Sundry towns of the weft parts 
pray remedy againft the officers of the admiralty courts, for 
holding pleas of matters determinable at common law, (and 
that) the which may be revoked. 

Anfwer* The Chancellor, by advice of the Juftices, upon 
the hearing of the matter j fhall remit Aich to the common 
law, and grant prohibition. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 194. 

Aimog. R. 2. 1385. m. 30. The Commons require that 
the patent lately made to the Conftable of the Tower of Lon- 
don, where,; by the colour of his office, he taketh cuftom of 
wines, oyfters, muicles, fifh, and other viduals comeing to 
London by water, may be revoked* 

Anfwer. 
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Anlwer. The petition'of the Mayor and Commonalty of 
London is endoHcd. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 164, 

Anno 13. R. 2. 13B9. m. 47. It is ena£ted that the mer- 
chants artificers in worfteds in Norfolk may carry and fell 
their fingle worfteds to any place or perfim within the king's 
amity, notwithflanding any inhibition pr liberty to the con- 
trary. 

m, 51. At the rcqueft of the Commons of the 

town of Gasford, it was enadted, that the Water-bailiffs of 
Calais fhould only take ^d. cuftom for crcry boat with vitShial 
from that town, and not fix pence as they then took. 

r m. 55. Ejuldem anni. That no other cuHom than 

three pence be demanded of every kerfie pafling out of tjjg 
realm according to the old ufage. 

Anfwer. Let it be fo until the next parlement, by which 
time the king will be better advifed. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. 
p. 178. 

Anno 26. E. 3. 1352. m. 36. That no merchants be im- 
peached of overplus of weight, after that the king's officers 
fworn have weighed the fame. 

Anfwer. The Treafurer and Barons of the Exchequer 
fhall weigh every man's complaint. Harl, Manufc. No. 21. 

' Anno 
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Anno 21/ £. 3. m. 61. Whereas the king hath granted to 
certain peribns the office of gaugii^ the wines in the Dutchy 
of Guien, taking for the fee of gauging one penny fterling 
per ton, or the value thereof in other money ; and they who 
ought to uk the office of gauging thelb wines refufe to gauge 
any tonnell of wine, whereby the tonnell doth not bear his 
ri^t meaflire ; fo as Lords and others doe lofe of that which 
they ought to have the fifth or fixth part of every ton. That 
therefc»-e the king and his council will give his conunandment 
to the governors of the faid dutchy, that no tonnell of what • 
part fbever it be within franchife or without, be ihipped over 
fea before it be gauged by the virge, accor^ng to the fiandard 
of England, and the defed marked in the head of the toh- 
nell i upon pain, to forfeit the £dd wine to the king, and alfb. 
that the £ud ganger lofe his office, if he doe not that which< 
hereto appertaineth. ^ 

Anfwer. Let the office of ganger Be performed' par decea^ 
(on this fide the water] upon the payne ordained, and that 
will work the efFed through the whole bufinefs. Haii. Ma^-^ 
nufc. No. 21. p. 40. 

Anno 25. £. 3. m. 21^ Tluit the payment of merchants' 
^ the wafting of their goods may ceafe.. 

Anfwer» The king will be advifed*. 

Note- 
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Note marginal in the manufcript. 

N. B. Thefe payments in ftiort time grew to be cuftomsy 
called tonnage and poundage. Harl, Manufc. No. 21. p. 48. 

m. 28. It is ena<^ed that the ftatute of Weftmin- 

fter made againft the deftrudion of falmons, may be kept, 
and that all mills fct upon rivers be thrown down. 

Anno 37. E. 3. 1363. m. 7. On Wednefday next after 
commandment was given, that no man Ihould tranfport 
woollen cloths, butter, cheefe, fheep, malt or beer, but that 
the merchants of Almaigne might carry worfteds and other 
freighted^loths, and that merchants of Gafcoigne might carry 
woollen cloths to the value of the wines brought in. Harl; 
Manufc, No. 21. p. 60. 

Anno 36. Ed. 3, m. 13. That remedy maybe hada^nft 
merchants, hoftelers, regrators, and foreftallers of wares, fifh, 
vtrines and com. 

Anfwer. The ordinance for fifli fold at Blakeney fhall be 
kept, for the execution whereof William de Whittinghfin^ 
and John de Burney. 

m. 1 7. Remedy to be had againft wears, and luch 

other engines upon rivCTs, to the annoyance of .boats. 

Anfwer. The ftatiKes heretofore made fhall be kept. Harl: 
Manufc No. 21. p. 61* 
- *' Anno 



( 297 ) 

Anno- 45 'E' 3- 137^* ^' S'2- T^hcy affirm- tlic decay of 
the navy to arife by three caufes. 

I ft, For that lundry mens fliippes are ftdd by the king 
long before they ferve, whereby their owners are driven at 
their charges, to find their mariners to their undoing. 

2d, For that m^ch^tit« the nourifhers of the navy, arc 
often reftrained their fhipping> whereby mariners are driven 
to feek other trades and livings. 

3d, For that the Mafters of king's fhips, doc tdce up' 
Mafters of other ftiippes as good as themldives are, whereby- 
the moft of thofe ftiips doe lie ftill, and the mariners fo en- 
forced to feek new livings ; whereof they prayen remedjr, 

Anfwer, The king will provide remedy. Had; Mjuiufc* 
No. 21. p. 72* 

N. B. In a fimilar petition the next year, m. 20. anno 
46. E« 3. it is ftated, that fuch fliippes have often been ar- 
refted a quarter of a year or more before they pafs out of the 
ports, without vrages of mariners during that time, or reward to 
the Mafters of the fhips per appareillements of the fame. Harl. 
Manufc. No. 21. p. 75. 

m. 39. anno 45. E. 3. That fuch merehaftts as 

plead the king's pardon for their goods not cuftomedj may 
liave the fame allowed. 

Q^q Anfwtn 
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Anfwcr. The grieved, upon complaint (hall be heard. 
Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 73. 

Anno 46. E. 3. 1372. m. 25. The Commons of the 
coimtys of Somerfet and Wiltfliire pray, that Gorfesdes Pierres 
et Pales in the river of Severone may be pulled down, that 
thrayes and boats may pafs as heretofore, between the town 
of Biiftow and Bithe. 

Anfwer. Let him purine it that is grieved, and right (hall 
be done according to the form of the ilatute in this cafe or- 
dained. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 76. 

Anno 46. E. 3. m. 48. That the ftatute may be repealed 
whereby it is ordaini^i, that no Englifh merchant fhali pa& 
over into Gafcogny to buy wines there, except he find fiirety 
to buy at the leaft 100 tons, on pain of forfeiture of all the 
wines which he fhall fo buy. 

Anfwer. The ftatute (hall ftand in force, and if any man 
find himfelf grieved thereby let him fue to the king for grace.. 
Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 78. 

Anno 47. E. 3. m. 28. That matters of fliips may be paid 
their ws^es of them and the mariners, from the day they were 
appointed to ferve the king. 

Anfwer. Taking of fhips (hall not be but for necefiity, 
and payment (hall be reafonable as heretofore. 

■ ■ m» 29* 
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— ^— m. 29. Thofe mafters of fliips require allowance 
for the tackling of their (hips now in the king's fervice. 

Aniwer. Such allowance hath not been heretofore made. 
Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 81. 

Anno 51. E. 3. 1477. m. 56. That for the faving of fal- 
mons and others of the fryes of fifli in the Thames almoft de- 
ftroyed by certain engines, as the king himfelf hath often 
found ; that therefore all trounkes between London and the 
fea may be withdrawn ; and that no falmon be taken between 
Gravefend and Henley upon Thames in kyper time, viz. be- 
tween the Invention of the Crofs and the Epiphany ; and 
that no nets be laid in the Thames unlefs they be of large 
mefh of afUze, which if granted, as good a falmon will in 
two or three years be to be bought for two (hillings, as now 
cofts ten {hillings. 

Anfwcr. The ftatute therefore made (hall be kept and 
commiflions for the enquiry of the fame. 

ni. 57. That the weares upon the river called 

Brainte in the county of Middlefex, parcell of the river of 
Thames, may be taken away. 

Anfwer. The eftatute therefore made fhall be executed. 
Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. B4. 

Anno 50. E. 3. m. 76. That the charter made to the men of 

Q^q 2 Yarmouth, 
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Yarmonth, tjiat none {houH in the time of their fyihing buy 
any herrings within feven miles of the {ame town, may be 
repeajie4 ; fo as men may openly buy and felL 

Anfwer. The king granteth in refped of the new grant 
^ovementioned, faving to the town all other their libertys 
with this Licet Bill pur H(nremg dt ememouti, 8^c, Had. 
Manufc. No. 21. p»86. 

Anno 50. E» 3. m. 1 34. The watermen of London com- 
ply of leaving of locks, ftanks and wears upon the river of 
Thames, and nainely of a lock called Hambledon lock; and 
l^r that there is cviftom demanded of them paillng the bridges 
of Staines, Windfor, Maidenhead, and other locks againft 
thqr cuftom. 

Anfwer. As for the locks and kiddles, the ftatute made 
the 47th. Ed. 3. fhall be executed ; and for exafHng mon^ 
of them at the bridges afore&id or elfewhere againfl their fran- 
chifes, they fhall make their fuit in the chancery, and have 
their writs grounded on their libertys to flay fuch taking. 
^a^l. Manufc. No. 21. p. 90. 

Anno 50. E. 3. m. 142. The Commons of Eflex and Suf- 
folk pray, that certain cloths made there or elfewhere called 
Cogge ware and Kcrfies, be not within the compafs of the 
flatute of cloths, anno 47. E. 3. which enads, that all cloths 



of colour to be vendible, fhould be made to the length of 
twenty fix ells and five qiiart9rs broad at leaft ; and the 
ftreight or narrow cloths in proportion. 

Anfwer. The king wiUeth that they have fiich words, 
whereby it may be declared that the ftreight ware called 
Co^es ware and kerfies, be not within the ftatute 47. E. 
3. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 91. 

— — m. 143. The Mayor, Aldermen and Commons of 
the city of London pray, that they may enjoy all their li- 
bertys, and that no ftranger do keep houfe, or be a broker or , 
fell merchandize by retail. 

Anfiver. The king hath granted thereto conditionally, 
that the faid city be well governed, (aving to the merchants 
of the Hans d'Alemaignc their libertys. Harl. Manufc< No. 
21. p. 91. 

Anno 50. E. 3. m. 156. That no mail upon pain of lofe 
of all that he hath, doe. not carry forth out of the rtaltA com, 
except for the provifion of Calais. 

Anfiver. The liege people fliall be fi-ee to carry where 
them beft liketh for their moft profit, except in times of pro-«- 
hibition by the continual coimcil. Harl. Manufc, No. 21,- 
p. 92. 

Anno 50. E. 3. m. 160. They require, that remedy may 

be 



I 302 ) 

be had againft certain Lombards, who falfely make themfelves 
to be of the company of Alkertines or of Stroze, and have 
thereby bought wooUs upon credit of Engliihmen, fbme to 
the value of 30,000!. others of 20,oool. and then have left 
the kingdom, to the great undoing of divers Englifhmen as 
Thomas Blanchard, Nicholas and John lately did. 

Anfwer. It is before the great council. Harl. Manufc. 
No. 21. p. 93. 

Anno 50. E. 3. m. 180. The Commons of Devonfhire 
pray, that they may be paid for viduals taken of them by the 
Duke of Bretaigne, while he lay there long time for paflage ; 
and that from henceforth no prote^ion be granted to any paf- 
fing over, to take any viduals other than for prefent pay. 

Anfwer. For the time pafl let the offenders pay and. an* 
fwer, and for the time to come the king will provide. HarL 
Manufc. No. 21. p. 94. 

Anno 51. E, 3. m. 67, The countys of Leicefler, Not- 
tingham and Bedford, complain of the eredion of three mills 
on the high ftream of the river of St. Ives ; whereby neither 
fhips nor boats can pafs to the great damage of 200I. per an- 
num, to the towns of Bukden, Gormifler, Brampton, Hem- 
miford, and Huntingdon. 

Anfwer. 
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Anfwer. Let the ftatutes in fuch cafes provided be exe- 
cuted. HarL Manufc. No. 21. p. 103. 

Anno 51. E. 3. m. 72. Divers countys adjoining upon the 
river Seveme doe defire remedy for that the courfe of the fame 
river, between Worcefter and Briftol is fo ftraitened, that the 
fiirrounding country is Aiddenly laid under water, that the 
fhips cannot pafs ; and number^, men, women and children 
often drowned in their beds. 

Aniwer. Let certain Lords and others be appointed to 
hear and determine the matter. 

Anno 51. E. J. m. 73. That coarfe woollen cloths, called 
fnze, which were wove in Ireland, or England from Irifh 
yarn, inferior in length, breadth and texture to ftaple cloth, 
may be difcharged from idibfidys and alnage. 

Anfwer. Granted. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 105. 

Anno 2. R. 2. 1377. m. 64. The Commons of the county 
of Kent pray, that remedy may be had for the better keeping 
of the fea coafts, fo as the nobles having great part of the 
fame ihare, may contribute thereuntOi 

Anfwer, The king, by advice of his council, will provide 
a remedy. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 126. 

Anno 2. R. 2. m. 72. The Commons of the Ifle of Wight 

pray remedy, for that moil of the inhabitants through lofs 

oi enemys and payments, have forfaken the iame iile. 

Anfwer, 
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Anfwer. The king will do his beft. 

Anno 2. R. 2. m. 80. A ftatute confirming the charters 
and libertys of Great Yarmouth in Norfolk. Harl. Manufc. 
No, 21. p. 126. 

Anno 2. R. ^. 1378. 2d Park m. 31. That all cuftomers 
and controllers of England may yearly be removed. 

Anfwer. The king by advice herein will do his pleafure. 
Harl. Manufc. No 21. p. 119. 

Anno 2. R. 2. m. 36. That remedy may be had, foraf- 
much as by the entercommuning with Scotland, the moft of 
the wooU of the fhires of York, Durham, Weftmorland, 
Cumberland and Northumberland, are tranfported into Scot- 
land, without any cuftom paid, 

Anfwer. The king by his Council will provide therefore. 
Id. ibid. 

Anno 2. R. 2. m. 54. It is enabled, to endure unto 
the next parlement, that all merchants which fhall bring in 
any cloth of gold, kenerchiefs, pearls, Jewells or furrs ; and. 
all merchants which fhall tranfport ftaple ware, fhall find 
furety to the Tower, to the value of twelve fhillings in bul- 
lion, for every twenty {hillings of fuch their merchandize fo 
brought in or tranfported. Harl. Manufc No. 21. p. 120^ 

Aimo 3, Ri. 2di. 1380, m. 35. That the Englifh mer^ 

chants 
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chants mstj be anfwered of the Scotts goods remaining within 
the reahn, for fuch their goods taken in Scotland. 

Aniwer. The king will doe what may be done, from time 
to time. Harl. Manufc. No. 2i. p. 130. 

Anno 3. R. 2. m. 44. The Iriflimen alfo require, that the 
Portuguefe may freely come thither, and traiKck with them ; 
and that they may freely pafs to Portugal and doe the like. 

Anfwer. The king will be advifed. Harl. Manufc. No. 
21. p. I3t» 

Anno 4. R. 2. 1380. m. 39. The countys of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, and other countys pray, the revocation of the charter 
of Great Yarmouth, lately made for the annexing of Kirkeley 
road to the fanie haven of Yarmouth ; and that no man {hoiild 
buy herrings within ieven miles of that port* 

Anfwer. The commiilion lately certified into the chancery 
by the earl of Suffolk fhall be revifed and examined ; for that 
the fame charter was granted thereupon that the king may doe 
the befl ; in the mean time Yarmouth fhall be warned by a 
writ.duely to ufe their libertys. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. 

P- 133- 

Anno 5. Ri. 2di. m. 89. It is enaded, that the charter 

made to Great Yarmouth, touching any new gfant, namdy, 

that no man fhould buy or fell herrings within fcven miles of 

R r the 
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the fame, and that the road called Kirkle road in SufFolk^ 
being fix miles from the faid town of Yarmouth, (hall be 
confidered as parcell of the haven of Great Yarmouth, {hall 
be repealed, faving their old libertys. Harl. Manufc. No. 2i. 

Anno lo. Ri. ^di. 1386. m. 23. An &&. to confirm all 
the liberties of Great Yarmouth, non obftante all repeals^ 
provided all Grangers may have fi"ee liberty to buy^ fell and 
carry away during the fair. Harl. Manufc. No. jji. p. 168. 

Anno 4. R. 2. 1380. m. 41. The Commons pray that the 
boimds between the ports of Holland and Kefteven, viz. be- 
tween the waters of Welonde, and the water of Witham may 
be by conunifiion founded and newly made. 

Anfwer. It pleafeth the king, if no contrary caufe can be 
fliewed, Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 133. 

Anno II. R. 2. 1388. m. 41. It is enaAed, that no con- 
troUer or weigher in any of the ports within the realm doe 
enjoy their faid offices but during their good behaviour at the 
king's j^eafiire. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 171. 

Anno 13. Ri. adi. 1390. m. 52. That every conftable 
may have weighing of wooUs, as is there prefcribed. 

Anfwer. The king granteth thereto, but for certain confi- 
derations, the execution has been fufpended for farther deli- 
beration. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 178. 

Anna 
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Anno 14. R. 2. 1391. m. 34. That remedy may be had 
againil mihies, ftanks, kyddles and fuch like engines and de> 
vices levyed upon the Thames. 

Anfwer. The ftatutes therefore made (hall be obferved. 

Anno 14. R. 2. m. 37. They require remedy againfl the 
outrageous taking of wages of mafter and mariner. 

Anfwer. The admiral ihall appoint them to take reafonable 
wages; orpunifh them. Harl. \feinufc. No. 21. p. 181. 

Annoi6.R. 2. 1392. m. 24. That fbme waymay befoundfor 
the maintenance of the navy of the realm, being utterly decayed* 

Anfwer, There is fufficient remedy by ftatutes, which the 
king would to be obferved. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 190. 

Anno 16. R. 2. m. 29. That all fuch as bring prifes of 
wine into the realm, doc only pay in ports twenty pence for 
every ton, and ten pence for every pipe. ^ » 

Anfwer. They fhall pay two fhillings per ton, or elfe as 
they have done. Harl. Manufc. No. 2i. p. 291. 

Anno 17. Ri. 2di. 1394. m. 34. That the vent and 
fale of tin may be at Leflwithiel in Cornwall, and not at 
Calais. 

Anfwer. That the vent Ihall continue at Calays ; notwith- 
flanding may grant licenfes to merchants to carry the fame tyn 
to what parts they will, . Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 194.. 

Rr 2 Anno 
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Anno 17. R. 2. 1394. Suodry countys of the weft pray 
that they have may carriage of thdu* wooUs into Normandy, and 
that the Normans may difcharge thdr wares at Southampton. 

Anfwer. Let them repair to Calais as is appointed. 

Anno 18. R. 2. 1395. m. 9. That remedy may be had 
againft the men of Brifto), for claiming cuftom of wines dif- 
charged at Chepftow, which ought to be free. 

Anfw«p. As it hath been (fo let it be). 

Anno 2±. R. a. 1398. m. 73. The office of Marfhall was 
committed to the Duke of Surrey, and the office of Admiral 
to the Marquis of Dorfet, with diis declaration, that the king 
was contented that the hme fliould be known to the eftates, 
albeit the iame was freely in him to difpoie, and nothing ap- 
pertaining to the parliament. Harl. Manufc. No. 2i. 
p. 204. 

Anno 21. R. 2. m. 80. The merchants pray^ to have the 
ad pafled 20. R. 2. m. 19. repealed, confrdering that the 
Duke of Burgundy had enaded, that no man fhould carry 
forth any bullion out of the faid country of Flanders. 

An^er. The kii^ will write to the Duke» Harl. Mi- 
nufc. No. 21. p. 205. 

iV. B. This pr<^bition probaUy was the caufe that in the 

par- 
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parlement, i. H. 4. m. 87. the ftaplc was removed to Calsds. 
Vide above among the regulations of the ftaple. 

Anno 2. H. 4. 1401. m. 17. The Commons pray the king 
to repeal all annmtys granted by letters patent for life, upon 
the fub£dys of woolls. To which the king grants as juft 
and reafonable. 

Anno 2. H. 4. m. 75. The Ck>mmoas pray, that die ftatute 
made in the lafl reign to reflrain the jurifdidion and powers 
of the admiralty Courts be obferved fub poena 20l. to the king 
and j«rty. 

Anfwer. Granted, and moreover if complaint be profc- 
cuted to convi<5tion> the king gives up his moiety of the pe- 
nalty too, to the party fueing. See Harl. Manufc, No, 20.» 
p, loi. and No. 21. p. 232. 

Anno2. H. 4. 1401. m. 100. The countys of Shropfiiire> 
Stafford and Hereford, complain of Briflol, Chepftow, Glou- 
cefter, Worcefter, &c. for impofing and levying taxes for their 
viduals brought there upon the river Severn, againft the old 
cuftom. 

Anfwer. The king forbiddeth all cxtortkm to be there 
ufed. Vide Harl. Manufc. No. 20. p. 113. and No. ai. 
P- 233- 

Anno 2. H. 4. m* 108. That the ywaBiedon of the Coi^ 

ilable 
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fiable of 'Dovier Caftle be certainly limited, fo as they hold 
pleas of no matters done out of the faid caftle^ or the land9 
belonging thereto. 

Anlwer. The faid caftle fliall enjoy all their libertys duely 
ufed.. Harl. Mamifc. No. 20. p. 113. and No. 21. p. 233. 

Anno 4. R. 2. 1383. m. 51. That the ftatutes touching 
wines may more particularly ezprefs the gauging of all kinds 
of wine. 

Anfwer. The king will have the ftatutes to be viewed ac-» 
cording to the demand. Harl. Manufc. No. 21. p. 135. 

Ada Concilii, anno 5. H. 6. 1428. Jan. 26th, at Weft- 
minfter, it was agreed and aflented to, that a warrant be made 
QUt to the Treafurer and Chamberlains of the Exchequer to 
pay the paftage of the Duke of Bedford and his femily into 
France ; in as much as they are not ad vadium regis, at the 
fame rate with the others who pafs over in the retinue of the 
aforefaid Duke ad vadium regis. Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Anno 5. H. 6. 1428. Jan. 27. The. Lord Hungerford, 
Captain Governor of the caftle and town of Cherburgh, de- 
clared in council, that he had received certain intelligence 
that the enemys and rebells of the king in France and Bri- 
tainy, had formed a defign of furreptiwioully feizing by fur- 
prize the aforefaid caftle and town out of the hands of the 

Englifh ; 
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Englifh; by the treafon of the burgefles, inhabitants and other 
fecret preparations made at lea, and an armed force clandefHne- 
ly aiTembling : and petitioned the Council for leave to repair 
thither with all pollible expedition, for the fafeguard and de- 
fence of the caftlc and town aforefaid. But if their Lordfhips 
ihould refiife this, he infilled that he ought to ftand excufed 
and totally free Irom all imputation of blame, in cafe any mis- 
fortune Ihould happen to the aforefaid town and callle, (which 
God forbid) feeing that he hinifelf was ready and earneftly 
importunate for their leave, to pals over immediately for its 
fafeguard and defence, Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Anno 5. H. 6. m. 8. at Canterbury. Letters patent to 
the Bilhop of Winchefter, with licence to him to Ihip, carry, 
difembark and fell 800 facks of wooll on the banks of the 
Seine, or in the port of Cherburgh, or to Caen in Ncwmandy; 
and in cafe any part of the wooll Ihall be damaged or loft by 
the ftorms at lea, or captured by the enemy ; then to replace, 
{hip, carry and fell as before, as many more facks of wooll, 
free of cuftom or fubfidy> as Ihall be fo loft or taken as afore- 
faid. Provided however, that the faid Bilhop of Winchefter 
Ihall previoully at the port, where the laid 800 facks of wooll 
are Ihipped, pay to the king and difcharge fully all cuftoms, 
fubfidys and ftaple dutys, to which fuch woolls are liable. 
Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. A^ 
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Ada Cone, anno 4. H. 6. 1426. May 14. at Leicefter, 
afTented to and agreed by the IxM'ds of the Council hereafter 
named, that by the authority of die ftatute afbrefaid, die 
Chancellor, Treafurer and Keeper of the Privy Seal for the 
time beii^, have the power of granting letters of fafe-condud 
and iafe-guard to any merchants, alienor denizens, fubjeds 
of our Lord the king ; and likewise to any prifoners, or 
hoftages whatever, refiding within the realm of England ; and 
to their fervants and others in their retinue, to whatever num- 
ber and to continue in force for whatever time ; upon their 
taking of fuch proper fecuritys in chancery, as to their wif. 
dom and difcretion ihall feem expedient : provided the ufiial 
provisional clauies a/e inferted within i and that the aforefaid 
Keeper of the Privy Seal, under the inftru£tions agreed to by 
the joint aflent of the three, with regard to the manner and 
form of fuch refpedive letters of fafe-condud or fafe- guard ; 
fhall proceed to execute the neceflary warrants accordingly, 
under the Privy Seal, addrefled to the Chancellor of England, 
in the ufual form. See Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Ada Concilii, anno 10. H. 6. 1432. June 6, at Weft- 
minfter. Agreed that the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Trea- 
furer, and Keeper of the Privy Seal, fhould have power to 
grant, as many (afe-conduds to and for the fervants of pri- 
foners, 
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foQcrs, and hoft^es of the kiiig, and to the prifoners of any 
Lords, or other perfons of the kingdom of England ; in what* 
ever form and number, and to continue in force for whatever 
time fhall appear fitting in their difcretions. And that letters 
imder the Great feal be made out accordingly. Cleopatra, 
F. 4. at the date. 

AAa Cone. 5. H. 6. 1427. May 30, at Weftminfter. It 
was agreed, that Stephen Marcel and John Maroel, Mailers of 
the King's Mint at Roen ihall be at liberty to fhip and carry 
for the king's works and to refine the money there, fifty fodders 
of lead, diey firft paying the fubfidys te the king and other 
due and accuflomed payments ; and this without their being 
obliged to carry the faid lead to the ftaple at Calais. Cleo- 
patra, F. 4. at the date. 

On the fame day it was agreed that certain liegemen of the 
king who were defirous of transporting them&lves, and enter- 
ing into the fervice of the kii^ of Denmark to defend his 
kingdom againft certain enemys not confederates nor in alliance 
with the king of England ; fhould have free liberty to doe 
this without interruption or moleftation from the king, his 
heirs or afligns ; and that a warrant ihould pais the Privy Seal 
addrefied to the Chancellor, to make out letters patents under 

8 f the 
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the Great Seal for the (hips and captains that may be neccSary* 
Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Anno 5. H. 6. July 8th. Agreed that the Lord Treasurer 
fhould be empowered to give farther time at his difcretion to 
any alien merchants, for payment of the cuftoms on their 
giving a proper fecurity, fuch time not to exceed fix months; 
and that they fhall not be obliged to immediate payment to 
the king's lofs, and their own detriment. Cleopatra, F. 4. 
at the date. 

Anno 6. H. 6. 1428. July 10. Letters patent under the 
Great Seal, giving full prote£lion and liberty of trading to the 
merchants of Flanders, their &dors, fervants, failors, &c. 
throughout England and the dominions of the king ; and the 
fame to the merchants of Holland and Zealand. See both at 
length, Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Anno 7. H. 6. 1428. November 16, at Weftminfter, or- 
dering new regulations refpeding cheque books under the 
Great Seal, being provided at the Exchequer for every port in 
England, &c. and their duplicates to be fent down to the col- 
ledors and cuftomers in each port refpe«ftively, appointed to 
receive the king's fubfidys ; in which all the merchants are to 
enter their names, and the quantity and value of the merchan- 
dize 
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dizc they enter, whether imports or exports, numerically ar- 
ranged, under pain of forfeiture of the goods and flopping of 
the fhip, if not duly entered, as in the form prefcribed. See 
Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Ada Cone, anno 7. H. 6. 1429. Feb. 26. Ordered letters 
of fafe-condud to be made out, for one Bifhop, one Knight, 
one Dodor, and one Secretary from Caftile, Embaffadors from 
the King there ; and for forty perfons in their retinue, their 
horfes, equipage and effeds, &c. to be in force until the feaft 

of All Saints next enfueing. Alfo like letters to 

SampTon, £fq; and eight perfons in his retinue, &c. as before. 
See Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Ada Concil. anno 8. H. 6. 1430. April 18. at Canterbury. 
Ordered that the Keeper of the Privy Seal make out protedions 
to all Councellers and principal officers of the king, about to 
pafs over in his retinue into France ; as alfo for their refpec- 
tive fervants, officers and domeflicks, as paffing over in the 
fervice of the king ; notwithflanding they have not indented 
with the king for themfelves or their fervants, &c. Cleopatra, 
F. 4. ad datam. 

Ada Cone, anno 10. H. 6. 1432. Nov. 28. Ordered the 
following warrants to be made out under the feal, &c. 

S f 2 ifl, 
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I ft, For airefting the fhips at Winchelfea and foldiers and 
mariners, for the fafe-condud of the money hereafter men- 
tioned. 

2d, Henry, &c. To the Treafiirer and Chambeilains of the 
Exchequer, We with and by the advice and af!ent of our 
Council, will and command you to caufe to be paid and de- 
livered to our tnifty and well-beloved William Leventhorpe 
and William Bui^h, tellers (counters) in the receipt of our 
Exchequer, ten thoufand marks ; for them to carry and bring 
over by land and by fea, to us in our realme of Franc?, at 
our rifk and hazard, fen* the wages and rewards of our retinue 
now here with us in our realme of France afcH-efaid ; and to 
deliver them into the han<}s of our Trealurer of the wars for 
the purpc^es afbre&id. 

Item, a like warrant to pay to the aforefaid LeventhcMp and 
Burgh four hundred marks for that fervice. Cleopatra, F. 4. 
at the date. 

Afla Concil. anno 10. H. 6. June 24. at Weftminfler. 
Granted that letters patent be made out in due foaroe, to em- 
power John Duke of Bedford to carry and lead out of this 
kingdom into the kingdom of France gold, filver and jewels, 
in ingot or in pkte without reftraint as occafion may require ; 
during the time the faid Duke fhall continue to be Governor 

and 
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^d Regent of the afore^d kingdom of France, any ftatute 
or ordinance heretofore made to the contrary notwithftanding. 
Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Ada Concil. 11. H. 6. 1433. Feb. 11. In the afSgnments 
made by the Lords of the Council upon the cuftoms and fub- 
fidys of the port of Southamton to the feofFees of part of the 
pofTeflions of the Dutchy of Lancafter undo: the will of the 
late king Henry the Fifth, for the payment and difcharge c£ 
the feveral fums of 3028I. and alfo of the farther lum of 
3000I. by them then newly advanced and loan^ for the eafe 
of the king's necellitys, out of the moneys atcnicing horn 
the {aid truft : it is ftipulated by the Lords of the Council, 
that the feoffees aforeiaid fhall appoint a cuftomcr, and freely 
have all the receipts of that port, unto the time that both the 
firft money 302 81. and the 3000!. which they lend now unto 
the king, be fully arreared and paid of the cuftoms and fiib- 
fidys of that port : and that the port Ihall not be charged witE 
any other affigrtments until this be fully performed and con- 
tented. And moreover, the Duke of Gloucefler and the other 
Lords of the Council farther promitte, not to vary but thefe 
aiTignments abovefaid fhall fland in force ; ne as far forth s» in 
them is, they fhall never afibnt to the contrary thereof. 

Item, 
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Item, my faid Lord of Glouccftcr, have promitted, that 
neithei" privy ne apart, they fliall not counfell ne defire no 
manner (hips with merchandizes, denizons ne aliens ; to 
withdraw them from that port, where-through the payments 
abovefaid might be delayed or tarryed ; ne to ftir ne procure 
no manner merchant to withdraw him thence, in letting and 
delaying the aflignments aforefaid. And farther promitted, 
tliat upon thefe articles abovefaid letters of Privy Seal Ihall be 
made and delivered to the Chancellor of England to deliver 
letters patents, &c. to the feoffees aforefaid. See Cleopatra, 
F. 4. at the date. 

A^ Cone. II. H. 6. Feb. 18. It was accorded by the 
Lords of the King's Council, tliat (with refped to) all town 
merchants, ftrangers, fuch as by the ftatute be boimden to bring 
a certain lum for their merchandizes to the bullion in the Tower 
of London : the Treafurer of England have power to grant 
them for the king's avayl, fuch days of refpite,"of bringing 
in their faid fums to the bullion, as betwixt him and them, 
Ihall mowe be accorded taking of them therefore fufficient fe- 
curity. Cleopatra, F. 4. at the date. 

Ada Concil. ii. H. 6. 1433. Feb. 20. — The fame day 
it was agreed that the Arcbifliop of York, who is fetting out 

as 
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as an embaffador from the king, firft to the fovereign Pontiff 
and afterwards to the general Council ; have licence by patent 
under the Great Seal, to carry and tranfport with him into 
forrcign parts in gold and filver coin to the amount of 2000I. 
and in plate or mafs to the amount of 500 marks ; any ftatute 
or ordinance to the contrary notwithflanding. Cleopatra, F. 
4. at the date. 

Ada Concil. 11. H. 6. Auguft 12. Agreed that feparate 
letters of privy Seal be made out to the following tenour. 

To the cuftomcrs of the wooUes fubfidys in the city and 
port of London, and to the Comptroller of the fame. 

To the cuftomers of three fhillings per ton wine in the port 
of London, and to the Comptroller of the fame. 

To the cuflomers of the leffer cufloms in the port of Lon- 
don, and to the Comptroller of the fame. 

To the colledors of the cufloms and fubfidys in the port of 
Hull, and to the Comptroller of the fame. 

Depar le Roy. 

Dearly and well-beloved, we will by the advice and aflent 
of our Council, that all other things left and excufes fet afide, 
you and every of you attend perfbnally before the Treafiirer 
and Barons of our Exchequer, at our palace of Weflminfler, 
on the Lendemain of St. Michael coming, without fail ; and 

bringing 



( 8S0 ) 

bringing then with you, the books, rolls, tallies, n^oneys, and 
ell other matters of account, to your {aid offices feverally be- 
longing, as well appertaining to your charge as difcharge, in 
your neceflary accounts belonging to your offices refpedively. 
And moreover, we will by and with the advice and aiTent aforefaid, 
and command you that neither you the aforefaid cuftomers, nor 
either of you, make notanypaiment orpaiments to any perfon or 
perfons, on tallies, writts, or any other warrants whatfoever unto 
you addrcffed, or that may be addreffed hereafter, for any fums 
of money or obligations by you received or to be received, 
imtill the I'endemain de St, Michael aforelaid, or until you 
fliall receive an exprefs order to the contrary, from our Trea- 
furer aforefaid. And of this, under the penalty of lOO marks, 
foil ye not in any way or manner whatever. 

Similar letters, with the one to Hull, ordered to the col- 
ledors of the cuftoms and fubfidys, in the ports of Bofton, 
Ipfwich, Lynn, Yarmouth, Sandwych, Hamton, Chichefter, 
Melcombe and Poole, Newcaftle, Briftol, Plymouth, and 
Fowey, Exeter, Dartemouth, and Briggewater. Cleopatra, 
F. 4. at datam. 

Ada Concil. anno 12. H. 6. 1433. December 16. AiTented 
and accorded to that a warrant, &c. be made to pay to Maifter 
John Ryval, the Kmg's Secretary, twenty-five marks for the 

Exchange 
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Exchange of 500 marks, to be tran&utted en monoie blanc 
to the Biihop of Tirwan, Chanceflor of France, according to 
the king's promife made thereto. 

Ordered a warrant that of the fiim of 4300 marks, which 
the king has to pay with all good hafle, in part of 8000 
marks engaged for to the Bifhop of Tirwan, Chancellor of 
France, according to his promife, facent faire exchange, viz. 
with Richard Leylond, Treafurer of the Houfhold of the 
Duke of Bedford, in the fum of 3000 marks, to be delivered 
in all convenient ipeed to the aforcfaid Biihop of Tirwan at 
Roan, and with 

Gyles de Ferr^-s, Secretary to the Duke of Bedford, in the 
fimi of eight hundred marks, to be delivered, &c. as before, 
and with Maifter John Rival, the King's Secretary, in the 
fuin of five hundred marks, to be delivered, &c. as before. 

The fame day ordered a warrant, &c. to the Treafurer and 
Chamberlains, &;c. at fight to fend, at the king's rifque and 
charge, to the Biihop of Tirwan at Roan, the Cum. of 3700 
marks (the remainder of the 8000 engaged for) on receiving 
fufHcient acquittances for their diicharge on this behalf. 

N. B, This is the firft inftance I rccolleft of the govern- 
ment's adopting this mode of making remittances out of the 
kingdom to foreign parts, by bills of exchange, as in the three 

T t firft 
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iiril inftances ; iodead of imprefling Hxips, &>Mieps atid ma- 
riners, for the fafe^condud of the money to be remitted, as 
in the inftance before recited, p. 316. The remaining meie^ 
of 3700 marks, from the context appears, to me to have been 
remitted in the old accuftomed method. Cleopatra, F. 4. at 
the date. 

Anno 12. H. 6. 1434* Apnl M* ^ Weftminfter, ordo^ed 
a warrant;, &c. to deliver to John Merflon^ keeper of the 
Jewells of our Lp^d the King, 09.6 hundred pounda fterliBg ^ 
for him to order md provide fb^ coU^ars of gold, tweni^-^ur 
collars of filver guilt, and other collars of plain filvor to the 
amount in the whole of th? iaid lool. and all the aboii^e coll)ars 
to be fent to the Roman Emperor as a prefent from the kiogiL 

The fame day a warrant was ordered to tte aforeikid JqIml 
Mcrfton> to deliver to. the Treafiirer of England the afore- 
mentioned ijx gold collars, twenty-four collars of ^ver guilt, 
s^d fixty collars of plain filver;. (de wdine et Ubemta. 
regis, 3cc.) which I take to mean of the order and liw^ery; 
(with di^dive embeUiihments) the king gives ; and that the 
Treafurer aforelaid caufe the faid collars to be tran&aitted. to 
his. moft dearly beloved Iwother the King Emperor ; that they 
may be prefented to the inhabitants of Bafilj and to other 
I^nights and Efquires, a^ the dlfcretion gf the aforciaid Em- 
peror, 
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peror, and the king's ertibaflador refiding 'tbst6, Cleopatra, 
F. 4. at the date. 

I fhall clofe this feledion with copying a petition at length, 
relating to ai&ults and depredations committed upon the in- 
land navigation of this kingdom ; both as it gives a particular 
and minute account of the depredations therein complained 
of, and I am happy to be able to add the only inftahce of the 
kind or complaint made to be found from the firft of Edward 
the Third's to the end of Heniy the Sixth's reign ; and niorfe 
efpecially for the matter of law it contains, aud the highly 
proper and wife meafures thereupon purfued to difcover and 
bring the oflenders to juftice, and to procure an adequate rc^ 
drefs and reparation to the parties injured and defpoiled, for 
their dainage^ iuilained* 

Anno 8. Hen. 6. 1430. m. 30. Petition of the Commons. 
A rby notre tres fbverain feigneur, et a les ieigneurs efpirituals 
et temporels en ceft prefent parlement. 

Befeecheth meekly die bailiffs, burgeiTes and commonalty of 
Tewkefbury within the Shire of Glouccfter; that where the (aid 
town of Tewkefbury within the Shire of Gloucefler, is nigh adjoin- 
ing to the river of Seveme within the fame (hire, which river is com- 
mon toallyourpeople, our fovereign Lord, for to carry, recarry, 

T t a and 
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and leade within the dream of the feid river, in boats, trowes, 
and otherwife, all manner of merchandize and other goods 
and chattells to Briftow, and to every part adjoinant unto the 
iaid river : divers perfons of Tewkeftury aforefaid oftentimes, 
and now late have charged their own veflells and trowes, with 
wheat, malt and other corns and goods to the value of 500I. 
and the fame veflells and trowes fb charged have conveyed in 
the faid river towards the feid town of Briftol, by the coafts 
of the Foreft of Dean, within the (aid (hire adjoinant to the 
faid river. There have come great multitude of people, and 
routs of the Commons of the iaid foreft, and of the hundreds 
of Bledelow and Weftburg, with great riot and ftrength in 
manner of war, as enemys of a ftxange country ; and have 
with force defpoiled the (ame perfons of the faid veilells, and 
taken from them all their com and goods within the fame 
vefTells, and them menaced to be dead,, if they made any rc- 
fiflance, or any fbit or quarrel therefore^ to great aneantizing 
and impoverifhing of them, and pppreflion to all the country 
adjoinant. And fith ye^owf fbvrain Lord, by advice of your 
Council, fent yoiir letter of Privy Seal direde to divers per- 
fons of the faid foreft to make proclamation, that there Should no 
man of your faid foreft be fo hardy to lette your people to pafs 
by the &id river, with all manner of corns or goods andchat- 

tells, 
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tells, nc none other manner of merchandise, in no wife upon . 
the pain of treafon. After the which proclamation rnade^ the 
(aid trefpaflers came to the faid river with greater routs and 
riots than ever they did before, fetting no prize by your faid 
Privy Seal ; and there defpoiled eight trowes of wheat, malt 
and flour, and other divers goods ; and the men of the faid 
trowes caft over the board, and divers of them drowned ; and 
the hawlfers of the faid trowes cut in twain ; and menaced 
the owners of the faid goods and the faid trowmen, that they 
ihould not be fo hardy to carry no manner of vidual by the ' 
iaid ftream up ne down, for Losd ne Lady ;, and that they 
would all to (hewe and) heave (pve^;board) the fiiid trowes and 

their goods comeing any more,, by the coafts of the faid forefl. 
For which riot and rebellion there dare no common perfbn of 
Tewkefbury aforefaid, ne of the country, adjoinant, carry 
corn ne other goods in the faid river ; ne fue to have remedy 
for fuch oppreflions and wrongs done to them; inafinuch as 
the faid forefl and hundreds been large countrys, and wild of 
people, and nigh adjoinant to Wales ; and all the Commons 
of the faid forefl and hundreds of one affinity in malice and 
riot, fetting no prize by the law, nor by the officers, . nor by 
the miniflers thereof 5 «or charging the p-ocefs ne the letter of the 
law of the land, infbmuch that, they will not obey any mi-- 

nifler. 
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aiifter of the law, nor the execution thereof but at their own 
luft. Nor the officers nor the minifters of the law of the 
fame (hire in any wife dare come within the faid foreft, or 
execute any matter or proceffe of law againft the will or mteat 
of the Commcms of the faid foreft and hundreds. 

Pleafe it to our £dd fbverain Lord by the advice and aflent 
of all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in this prefent parle- 
ment aflembled ; confidered the mifehiefs aforefaid and the 
inconvenience that is like to (all thereof ; to ordain by autho- 
rity of this prefent parlement, that in every fuch cafe to C(»ne 
or within the year laft paft had, as follows. The ihenS <^ 
the faid (hire, or the baili(Fs of the town oi Gloucefter for the 
time being, <»* one of them, on pain of forfeiture of 20I. to 
be ccffed of their lands, goods and chattels to the king's u(b, 
to make proclamation at Gloucefter aforefaid within four days 
next after notice made to thern or to any of them by the (aid 
per(bns fo wronged, and the trefpaftes done ; that the £dd 
trefpa(rers reftore in the fame town of Gloucefter.within (ifteen 
days after the (aid proclamation to the £dd partys (b wronged, 
their faid corn and merchandife, goods and chattelLs (b taken, 
or the very value of them, with rea(bnable amends for tiieir 
harms ; of (uch taking after proclamation if the (aid tref- 
pa(rers reftore not the (aid com, merchandize, goods, or chat- 
tells, 
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telb, or the value of them to the partys fo aggrieved in the 
fonn ahovefaid, with reafonable amends for their harms ', nor 
. that the &id treljpafiers be not brought to your jwifbn to the 
C9&h of GloucefteF,. for the faid tare(paSks by the officers of 
the faid fcreft and hundreds, oc by the commonalty of the £tme, 
to be demeaned in fuch cafe by the king and his council ; that 
thea lyy confideration of the flatute of Winchefter fet for the 
robbery of ajay perfon (which) fueth an adion for him that i^ 
robbed a^dnft the hundred,, within the which the faid robbery 
he done^ after the form of the faid ftatute ; the fame com- 
monaltys be charged of the fame com and merchandize, 
goods and chattels fb taken, or of the very value of them to 
the pBxtj fb grieved ;. and to fatisfy them of their harms for 
the fame taking. And diat the fdd parties fb wronged and 
^eved'^ ma.y have their generd actions of debt againfi the faid 
cpmmonaltys of the faid forefl and hundreds, of the fum of 
money to the which the value of the com, merchandizes, 
gpods and' chattells eistend fb taken,, (that the commonaltys be 
no commonaltys incorporate notwithfiboiding,) having procefs 
in fuch adionsof debt by fummons, attachment and difhefles, 
as is to be had in any adion of debt at common law ; fb that 
if the faid commonaltys make default at the fecond difb-efs in 
fucha^onS) that then, the party that fueth have judgment to 

recover 
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recover his debts againft the ^d coimnonaltys, after the Tup - 
pofal of their writs in the form abovefaid with his reafbnable 
cc^ and damages ; and what ifliie triable by inqueft in the . 
laid courts and hundreds happeneth to be taken in (uch adions, 
that it be tried by inquefts of corps in the fame {hire out of the 
fame forefl and hundreds : and that the goods and chattels of 
every fingular perfon of the faid commonaltys for the time 
being be had, taken and holden, as the common good and 
chattel of the fame commonalty, touching the return, ferving 
and all execution of the writs, procefle and judgments, in 
and of the faid anions ; and that every fingular perfon of the 
faid foreft and commonalty have power by the authority of 
the fame parlement to attach and arreft the trefpaflers by their 
bodys, as well within the faid foreft as without, and them fo 
arrefted to commit to their faid prifon ; and that the keeper 
and warden of the fame prifon, upon the pain of forty pounds 
to be raifed of his goods and chattels, lands and tenements to 
the king's ufe, fafely keep every perfon to his ward fo com- 
mitted, unto the time the king or his council have of record, 
their deliverance ordained or purveyed. And if the goods or 
chattells of any fuch perfon or perfons of the faid foreft or 
hundreds, being not guilty of fuch defpoiling, happenedi to 
be put in execution, becaufe of any fuch adions or judgments, 

that 
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that then the adtion of debt or trefpafs f pen their cafe againfl 
the faid treipaflbrs> to recover the damages as well for the 
value of their goods and chatels Co put in execution, as for 
their harms and coftages that happeneth to be had,, becaufie 
of the {aid adlions of debt ; having procefle in the (aid adions 
of debt or trefpafs, as it is to be had in the faid a^ons of 
debt ^r the faid perfbns fb endamaged and defpoiled. 
. Refp. Soit fait come il efl defire par la petition. HaH. 
Manufc. No. i6. p. 66. 



I now proceed to give ar more particular account of the great 
fleet coUeded by Hing Edward the Third, in die twentieth 
year of his reign, for his intended expedition againfl France. 
From the proclamation of that year, above recited in page 163, 
it appears, that the fhips fumifhed by the Cinque Ports were 
fummonfed to aflemble at Sandwych port on die Monday after 
Afcenfion Day, and from that port after the jimdion of the 
whole fleet from the other ports of the kingdom, the king 
with his army, after conftituting Lionel, his fecond fbn, af- 
terwards Duke of Clarence, with certain Lords appointed 
for his councell, guardian of the realm, embarked and fct 
fail on Sunday the third day of July 1345, as appears from 
the following extrad* ' . * 

U u Anno 
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' Anno 20. Ed. 3. %ex die Dominico videlicet tertio die 
JuHi hoc anno extra regnum Anglis in portu Sandwici (uper 
mare tranfivit quo die idem rex quoddam magnum iigillum 
fuum pro rcginune Angliae ipfb rege He in remotis agente Ro- 
f)crto de Sadyngton Cancellario fuo. Index literanim paten- 
tium> ad annum i^. £. 3. 

Lionellus filius regit cuftos regni Anglis ac locum tenent 
in eodem ac commiflaiius de intendendo, in qua funt nomina 
diverforum principalium minifborum rc^s ac aliorum a con- 
cilio. Id. ibid. . , .. . 

De mareicalcia tenenda in&a duodedm Leucas ho^idi Leo- 
nelli iilii regis ac cuftodis AngUs in abientia regis. Id. ibid, 

De inquirendo de exceflibus per minifbos regis finftis inqwt 
Jdiannes Talbot fenefchallus hofpitii r^is. Id. ibid. 

In iHting the particulars of this great armament I fhali 
confine myfelf to the authority of two manufcript accounts 
in the Britiih Mufsum of the Harleian colledion. Numbers 
783 pages 16 and 17, and 246. p. 15. &c. but principally 
to the latter, as being much more full and particular. There 
are fbme little variations between the two accounts, but not 
mi^terial, and they ferve to confirm and illuflrate each other.. 
As the firft is very fhort I fhall begjn with copyii^ the whole 
of it here, with the view to give the reader at once a general 

idea 
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idek of the whole of this annament, as well in the military 
as the naval line, and fhall then proceed to a more particular iil- 
veft^ticHi of that part only of theaccount in the Harl* Manufc* 
^46. in this volume tbit rela);es to the naval department. 

The Harleian Manufcript, No. 78. is thus prefaced. 

the copie hereof was found of Peter Burrow, written in 
an auncient hande wj,th rede and hlacke ynke. 

King Edward the iijd. his viage into France^ Konnattdie 
and the winning o£ Calyce. - - , 

In the year q( pur Lord 1^45,- the 3d day of September, 
the icing Edward the.Thirde laid iiege to the town and caftell 
of Caleis, and continued his ieige by water and by land unto 
the third day of Auguft nexte followinge ;. at the which day 
by the grace of God the faide towne and cailell were deli- 
verede unto hym. 

This was the retinue of king Edward the Third, in his 
cofte towards the parties of France and Normandie, and dii-^ 
ring the feige of the towne and cailell of Caleis. 

Sir Ediit^d Prince of Wales. .; 

The Biihop of ♦ Dcvylin. .. ' 

Erles, . — — — — — / ^ 

* It fliould~be Durham.- Willianr H«tfield> Biih(^ ef DurbanA, aiiendad 
KiocEdwaEdtheThixdin thiscjmeditioiu .. '. , * i ,* . ' 

U u a Barons 
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Barons and BaroneCts — ^ — — 47 

Knyghts, — — . — . ^64 

Squcres, conflables and leaders of men, — 3600 

Vaulters and archers on horietxicke, — • 5104 

Hobblers, — — _. — 600 

Archers on fbote, — — — 15480 

Mafbners, carpenters, (inythes, engeners, paviloucn, 

armorers and makers of archery, — « — 380 

Watchmen on foote, — ? — *— ^r- 4492 

Sum of the number before (aide, — > . 30492 

Item, maiilers of fhippes, (hipmen and pages of 

ihippes, — — — — -— . 16000 

Item, ihippes of fbrftage, .— — — 50 

Item, barges, ballengers and vitelers, -*— — 700 

Sum of all the men above-named, •— 16120 

Thes ben the names of the faid retynue. 

The Pryncc Edward, 

Wythe him Baionettes, — — — u 

ICjiightes, — — — — — 102 

Squyres, — — • — r— 264 

Archers on foote, — -^ — — . 69 

Archers on horieback — — — — 384 

The 
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The Erie of Lancafter, 

Wyth him Baronettes, -— — — 1 1 

Knightes, — — . — «-^ — 7 

Squyres, — ' ~-^ — -^, 514 

Archers on harfebacky _ -— — 600 

Sir William Beauchamp Erie of Nottingham, 

Wyth hym, Baronets,* — . — «^ 2 

Kny^tes, — •> — • — — 42 

SquyieS) — — — ^ — — . iia 

Archers, — -— — —. — ±41 

Sir William Beauchamp Erie <^ Warwick, 

Wythe hym, Baronette», — — — .. ^ 

Knyghtes, — — — — — 44 

Squyres, — — » — — 131 

Archers, — •— — — 146 

^ Richaid Erie of Anmdel, 

Wylh hym, fiaronettes, — — — . — 3 

Knyghtes Bachelors, »» «— — >• :-i. ^5 

Squyres, — — *- — 58 

Archers, — . *« — - — . '. 141 

Sir 
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Sir Roberte Ufforde Erie ipf ^ffolk, 

Wythe hym, Knight Baronet, — — t 

Knights Bachilers, — — — ^ 36 

$(juyres, -— -^ — -r- — 58 

Ardiers, _ — — — — 64 

Sir William Clynton Erie of Huntyndone, 

Knyghts Bannerettes, — — •— -^ £ 

Knyghts Bachelers, - — - — ^— — 36 

Squyers, - — • ^-^ - *— - — — .93 

Archers, ■ — * — ' -^^ ' — $8 

Sir John Veer Erie of Oxford, 

Wyth hyra, Knight Baronet,; '-^- : — ^ ^ i 

ICnights Bachilers, — -^ . —r ^ ' 2i 

S<piyers, — — — — - - .^44 

Archers, -^ — - ~— — - — ^ 44 

Sir Lawrence Haftings Erie of Pembrocke, 

Wyth hym, Knight Barenef, ■ L— ; ' — ^' — i 

Knight-Bachilei>. _ -r— __ — . . 4— r j 

§^uyers^-- -»• -— — — , -^^ — : ' 24 

J^chers, *^ — — — •. . a8 

gobblers, — — — . , — ... — , .' a6 

Theis 
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Theis ben the names of divers Lordes witholden in liir 
king's retinue that ben fhayngers, and not emprifed in the 
numbre before laid. 

*Loues Emperour of the Romaynet to him 

delireide in prefte at divers tymes for his 

wages and his men, ^ — jf S227 — — ^ 

To William Marcony Jutian and his men, - 8962 10 o 
To Renolde Duke of Gilder and his men, 45*2 a o 

To John Duke of Brabant and his men • 500 o a 
To William Erie of Henaude and Us men, - 3100 o o 
To Threder Lorde of Pawkemonde and his men, 3364 8 6 
To Charles Marke and his men, - - 700 o o 
To Bartolfe Erie of Baipyche and his men, > 341 16 o 
To the Archbifhop of Tyers and his men, - 606 o o 
To the Biihop Magonehfis and his men, ^ - 450 o a 

Summeprefts, ------- 3^31464 5 11 

The Aim total of the ^d expences, as well for wages, 
preftes, as for the expences of the king*s houfe; and as fot 
other ^ftes and rewards, and for fliippes, and other thihg& 
neceflarie in the kinges parte as for Prance and Normandie^ 
and before Qaleis during the ieige ; as yt apperethe in the 
accoumpte of '^^^lliam Norwell, Keeper of the King's Gard- 

* This was an old arrear, for the Emperor Louis was not in this expedition 
an ai\y of King Edward thcThird's> but of the King of France. Vide Froiflarts*. 

rowle,. 
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rowlc, from the eleventh day of Julie the ycare of the rcignc 
of the faid kmg Edwarde the Thirde the 21 ft, unto the 20th 
day of May, in the year of his reigne the (xiiijtli in the Ma- 
•nufcript, but a mtftake, it ftiouW have been xviiij,) that ^1 
to fay, by a year and three qu^tcrs and forty-one dayes 
}^K 337>'04L 9s.. 3d. HarL Manufc. No. 78. p. 16. and 17. 



. In the Harl. Manufc. No. ^146. In the weftem diftrid of 
the adn^ralty which extends from the mouth of the Thames 
along the ibuthem and weftern coafts of the kingdom, includ- 
ing the ports of Wales, there are retiuns made from fifty 
ports and lea towns under the denominatpion of the fbuth 
fleet. 

And in the northern diflrid of the admiralty, extending 
from the mouth of the Thames along the northern coafts to 
Scotland, there are returns made from thirty-one ports and fea 
towns as follows. HarL Manufc. No. 246. pf 15* 

The number of fbippes «nd maryners that ferved King 
Edward the Third in thefe wars, anno 20, 1345* 

The Sowthc Fleete. 
The king's fhippes - 25-^The maryners - - 409 
London fhippes - - 25— The maryners - - 662 

Aylesford 
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Aylesford fhippes - - 2r— The maiyncrs - - 24 
Lee {hippes - - - 2 — The maryners - - 24 
Maydeftone fhippes • - .2-i-The maryners - - 51 
Hope, (Bay near Ramfgate,) 

(hippes - - - - 2^-^The maryners - * 59 

Margate ihippes - - 15 — ^The maryners - - 160 

Nohehethe flrippcs : - 5^ — The. maryners . - -• 49 

; I am rather at a lofs where to fix the fituktion of this port. 

■ Hythe, one of the Cinque Ports in Kent, is clearly fpeci- 

$ed hereafter. I find indeed, a nime fomcthiiig like "it, Min- 

keneth or.Minhined, Tregally. manor, a fifhi^ town, fittiated 

on a branch of the river Looe m XDornwall. See Camden's 

Britannia, the lafl ed. vol. i. p. 18. . 

Montorment {hippes . - 2— The maryners - . - . 23 

Probably Tormount,.a finall village in Torhay, Devonfldre, 

is here meant. Camd. voL.i. p« 27.- - . 

Feverfhain fhippes .-• •" > 2— The marynersr - . ' • •■ ^3 

Sandwych mippcs - i s^- — The maryners • - - • 504' 

Dover (hippes - - 16— ^The maryners - - 334 

Wighte. - - *. - 1- 13— ^Themar)^er« -• *--- 220 

Winchelfea (hippes - 2 v. — The maryners - - "396 

Weymouth (hippes* L- 15 — 'The maryners ; -^' - 263 

Lyme (hippes " - . - .-, .'4^-^The maryners - - 62 

Seton (hippes - - - 2 — ^The maryners - - 25 

X X The 
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The following curious account of the ancient ftate of ^is 
port in very early times, extraded from Leland, in Camdoi's 
Britannia, cannot, I prefume, but prove an acceptable enter- 
tainment to the reader. 

Ther- hath beene a very notaMe haven at Seton, but now 
thcr lyith between the two pointes of the <^d haven a mighty 
rigge and baite -df pebble-ftones in the very mouth of it ^ 
and the river of Axe is driven to the vesy «ft point of die 
LayeO) oanllod Whitcliff, and ther at a very fmauU gut goeth 
into the fe ; and liere come in fmall fifchar botes for Aiccour* 
TIk tovne of Setaa is now but a meane thing, inhabited by 
fi(char men, it hath bene^ larger when the haven was good* 
Camd. Brit. vol. i. p. 37. 

$demouth fhippea - - 3— The raaryners -. - 62 
B«inoiithc fliippcs *- 10-^Thc m^ttyners - - 193 
Tegmouth fliippcs - -. 7n— The maryners - - i2» 

; J am quite at 9 \o& whef e ta £z the fituatkm of dii& port, 
id^ffs it be at th^ ifu^th ^ the river Axe, anciently eallecl 
tihe Taw river, where it jo^ the ka. from Bamftaple in De- 
YQI^jbire 4 and I ^x^p^e^ure It i>robably is ib &<xn the follow* 
ii|(^extrad from Camdenr . ' 

Leknd fi^pol^a |^«^^ple was calkd in Britifh Abertcnr^ 
which denotes thi MOmxXh of the Taw,; and Befdene$ §cx Aber- 
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ntSfe ; ftaple is an additioix for a market. It is now one of the 
neateft towns in the -cQiinty, and by favour of the river drives 
^ c^nfiderable trade. Camd* tol. t. p. 40. 
Dortnw>iithDevon,iliippe»32«— The maryners - - 756 
Portfmouth ihippes - 5 — ^The maryners - - 96 
Plymouth fluppes - 26— The mariners • • 603 
Looe fh^>pes - - *• 20— The maryners - ♦ 315 
Yahne (hippes - - - 2— *The maryners - • - 47 

The place here meant is probably a fboaU fifhing town of 
that name, lyix^ m hobo Creek* Fowey Bay in Clomwall. 
Vide Camden. ' , 

Foway ihippcs - •• 47-^— The maryntrs - - 770 
Bryftoll fliippes - - 25J— -The maryners • - 6q$ 
Tcyneinouthe fhippes - t— *The maryners - ^ zs 

A little village, or £{hing town, iituated sA -thd m(>uch o^ 
the river Tcigof in .Devonfhire. Camd. vol. i. p. 27. 



Haltings (Haftings) fliippes 5 — ^The maryners 


*- 96 


Rumnef fhippes - - 4— The maryners 


. .65 


Rye fhippes - - - 9-i-The maryners 


. . i5d 


Hythe Ihippes - - - 6— The maryners 


- - 1 22 


Sboram fhippes - - 20— TThe maryners 


- - 329 


Soforde* fhippes - - - 5 — ^The maryners 


. - ■ .- »a 


Ncwmouthe fhippes - 2 — ^The maryners 


* - 18 


Xx 2 


The 
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The place here meant I take to be New Town in the Ifle 
of Wight, thu8 defcribed. in Camden. Newt(Hi is a mean 
market and burrough town in the Ifle of Wight, with the bcft 
haven in the ifland, Yarmouth another, &c. Camd. vol, i» 
p. i44i - . 

Hannil-hokefliippcs - -I - 7-— The mayyners - - 117 
Hc^e fhippes - - . . iij— The maryners- -^ - . .208 
' This port- is thua- defcribed by -Lekndj iii. pL 77, as 
quoted by Camden. 

Three miles fromHamcl Hoke^ thatlyeth at theeaft point 
of Southamton haven, gpeth a creke by north-eaft up in. 
to the land called commonly Hamel or Hanin creke, where-- 
in is a very fair road. It takes name from a good fifchar 
town, -called Hamelle Rife, that lyeth about a mile inward 
on the left by weft from the creek mouth. The town now 
longeth to the new college -Winchefter. Canid. voL i • 



Southampton jQiippes 


- 21 — ^The maryners 


- - 576^ 


Lymington fhippea 


9-:-The niaryners 


- - 159 


Poole (hippes - - 


4 — ^The maryners 


- - 94 


Warham fhippes - 


3 — The maryners 


- - 59 


Swanzey fhippe 


I — The maryners 


- - 2^ 


Ilfercombe ihippe& - 


- 6— The niaryners 


- - - 79 
The 
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The fea town here meant is moft probably Iffiacombe in 
Devonfhire, remarkable for Mr. Camden's having been Pre- 
bendary of it. It belonged to the church of Salifbury, and 
was tenable by a layman. It is thus defcribed (Rifd. 122.). 
The corporation is rich and the town populous. There is a 
good road for fhips, and a pier on which are conftantly main- 
tained lights for the benefit of the feamen. Camden, vol. i. 
p. 40. 

Potterickftone fhippes - 2 — The maryners - - 27 

I am quite at a lofs to afcertain the fituation of this and the 
two following ports or fifhing towns. With refpeA to the 
firft indeed I find the name of a port nearly fimilar, but then 
it is fituated in the northern diftrid of the admiralty, and if 
the place meant here, it fhould have been inferted in the lift 
of the north fleet. It is JBotherwick weft and eaft, fituated 
on both fides the Trent, at the Ifle of Axholme, formed by 
the rivers Trent, Idell and Dun. 

Polerwan ftiippe - i — ^The matyners - 60 

Wadworth fhippe - i« — The maryners - 14 

I can find no trace of either of thefe places, which I ra- 
ther think lie upon the Welch coaft. 

KerdifFe 
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KenHjSefluppe - i-*-The maryners * 51 

Bridgewater Ihippe " t— ^The maryners > 15 

Caiitiarthen flnppe - i— The maryners - 16 

CoJchclworth fliippe - i— The maryners - it 

MvtWhrckc fliippe - 1— The maryners - 12 

Sum of the Sowthe Fleete fhippes, — 493 

The maryners, — — — 9030 
Harl. Manufc. 246. p. 16. 



The North Fleete. 
Bambrughe fhippe - i — The maryners • 9 

Bamburghe lyes upon the Northumberland coall, between 
Holy Ifland and Sunderland, anciently called Bebba, and is 
thus defcribed by Roger Hoveden. Bebba is a ftrong city, 
not very large, but including about two or three acres, having 
one entrance hollowed out and raifed with fteps in a furprizing 
manner ; and on the top of the hill a beautiful church; and to 
the weft, at the top, a fountain adorned with extraordinary 
workmanfliip, fwcet to the tafte and clear to the eye. At 
this time it is rather a caftk than a city, though large enough 
to pafs for a city. Nor was it accounted any other than a 
caftle when William Rufiis ereded over againft it a tower 
called Malvoiiin to blockade Mowbray, who was in rebellion 

againft 
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i^ainft him, and concealed himfelf there, but afterwards pri- 
vately withdrew himlclt. ic loft ihe greaicft pan. uf Hs 

beauty long after in the civil wars, when Breile, a Norman 

warrior, who fided with die Houfe of Lancafter, cruelly de- 

faced it. From that time it has fuffered from time and winds, 

which throw up incredible quantities of i^d £rom the fea 

upon its walls through the windows which are open. In the 

next parifh Emildon John Duns, fumamed Scotus, was born. 

Camden's Britannia, vol. 3. p. 238. 

Newcaflle upon Tyne fhippes 27 — ^Themaryners - 314 

Wollriche Ihippe - 1 — ^The maryners « 12 

Hartilpool fhippes - 5 — ^The maryners - 145 

Hulle fhippes - 16 — ^The maryners - 466 

The town of Kingflon was in the time of Edward the 
Third but a mean £fchar town, and longed as a member to 
Hafill vill^e, two or three miles up on the Humber. The 
firfl great increafing of the town was by pafling for fyich into 
Ifeland, from whence the whole trade of flokefyfch into Eng<^ 
land, and partlie other fyfch. In Richard the Third's tyme 
the town waxed very rich, and Michael de la Poole, mer- 
chant of Hulle, and prendoe as fomc fay to one Rotcnhering 
<^ the feme town, came into fo high favor for wit, a<ai- 
vity and riches that he was made Counte of SufSblk. Where^ 

upon 
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upon he got of King Richard the Second many grants and. 
pnvileges to tlic town. And yn his tymc it was wonderfully 
augmented in building, and was inclofed with ditches, and 
the waul begon, and in continuauce ended and made all of 
bricke, as moft part of the houfes of the town at that tyme 
were. In the walle be four principal gates and twenty-five 
towers, from the mouth of the HuUc river upper, into the 
haven there is no walle. Leland i. 52. Camd. vol. 3. 
p. 74. 

York fhippe - 1 — The maryners - . 9 

Ravenfec fliippe ■ -. i — ^The maryners - 27 

In thefe parts of Holderneffe have beten feveral towns (wal- 
lowed up by the Himiber and the fea, particularly Fifmerk, 
which in the eighth of Edward the Third pleaded the encroach- 
ments of the fea arid river for a deduftion in the rating to the 
tenth and fifteenth, which was granted. So again in the 1 6th of 
Edward the Third : And in the thirtieth of Edward the Third. 
The tides in the Humber rifing four feet higher than ufual 
might then deftroy them. About the fame time alfo Raven- 
fec, which feems the fame with Ravenipur and Ravenfburg 
might be dammaged and not long after totally deftroyed. The 
people hereabout talk of two other towns, Up^l and Pot- 

terfleete, 
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terfleete, which are now gone, Tharlethorp, Redwaye and 
Penyfthorp, anno i6th of Edward the Third were allowed an 
abatement in their rates for the fame caufe, none of which are 
now to be heard of. It is likewife mentioned by the lame 
author, Hide by Shipfey, was devoured by the fea, and that 
Homfey by tradition and an infcription in the town, which 
fays, it was once ten miles from the fea, but now only one. 
Camden*s Brit. vol. 3. p. 77, &c. 

Wodhoufe fhippe - i — The mariners - 12 

The place here meant I take to be Wade caftle or Wadef- 
grave, afterwards called Moult Grace or Moultgrave, near 
Whitby, in Brunfwic Bay, fituated on a fteep hill, between 
two higher hills on the fea-fhore. Vide Camden's Britannia. 

Stock hithe fhippe - i — ^The maryners - 10 

Barton fhippes - - 3 — ^The maryners - 30 

Barton in Lincolnfhire upon the river Humber. From 
Grimfby the fhore retires with a great bend to let in the Abus 
-^ftuarium or Humber by Thornton, where is the moft fa- 
mous paflage into Yorkfliire. Camd. vol. 3. p. 230. 



Swyn fleete fhippe 


I — ^The maryners 


II 


Salt fleete (hippes 


2 — The maryners 


49 




Yy 


Saltmarfhe 
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Saltmarflie and Swyftflete are fituated on the oJ)pofite fide 
of the river Owfe m Yofkfhire, near its confluence with the 
river Trent. Camden. 

Saltflete lyes on the (ea-doafl, between Grimfby and Leger- 
nefs, Lincolnfhire. 

Grimfbye fhippes - ii — Themaryners - 171 

Grymfbye, a market, corporation and bun:ough town in 
Lincolnfhire, the harbour is choaked up. John Whitgift, 
Archbifliop of Canterbury and Martfn Fotherby, Bifhop of 
Salifbury, were born here. Camden's Brit. vol. 3. p. 275. 

Wainfleete jfhippes - 2-^— The maryners - 49 

Wainfleete, a pretty market-town in Lincolnfhire, (landing 
on a creek near the fea. To this town long (mall veflells. 
It hath been a very good town, and in it two good churches. 
The fchooU that Wainfleet, Bifliop of Winchefter, made and 
endowed with ten pounds land is the moft notable thing. 
The fhippelets in Hominum Memoria came up to the fchooU* 
Leland vii. 50. Camd. vol. 3. p. 275. 

Wrangle fhippe - i — ^The maryners - S 

Lemye fhippes - 19 — The maryners - 38a 

Of the firft. Wrangle, I can find no trace, I rather think 

Lemye means the port of Lynn in Norfolk. 

Blackney 
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Blackney fhippes 


2 — The maryners 


- - 3^ 


Scardboroughe fhippe - 


I— The maryners 


• - 19 


Yarmouth fliippes 


43 — The maryners 


■ - 1950 


Dornewiche ihippes 


6— -The maryners 


102 



I rather think the place here meant is Dunwich upon Mif- 
>incre haven in Suffolk. 

Orford fhippes - - 13 — 'The maryners - 303 

Ipfwiche fhippes - . 3 — The maryners . - 62 

Merfeye(I{l.EfIex) fhippes 13— The maryners - 303 

Brightlenfea fhippes - 14 — The maryners - ■- 283 

Colchefler fhippes - 1 2— The maryners - » 239 

Whithanes fhippe - i — The maryners - ■» 6 

I am rather inclined to think that the place here meant is 
not Whitham in Effex, but Whitham, a town flanding upon 
the river of that name, navigable from Boflon up to Lincoln. 

The principal houfe of the I^elalandes was at North Wi- 
tham in Lincolnfhire, upon or by Witham Water. The 
place is ancient, fair and flrong, and hath goodly commoditys 
about it. Leland It. vi. 68. Camd. 3. vol. p. 246. 

Darwen fhippes - 5 — The maryners - - 90 

I am not able to afcertain the fituation of the above place, 

Yy- 2 unlefs 
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unlefs it be Workington, at the mouth of the river Derwent 
in Cumberland, famous for its falmon fifhery. Camd. vol. 3. 
p. 171. 

Bofton fliippes - . 17 — The maryners - - 361- 

Bofton, or more properly St. Botho or Buttolphs town, 
in Upper Holland, Lincolnfliire, a confiderable town, {land- 
ing on both fides the river Witham, over which there is 
a lofty wooden bridge. This place fell into mifcrable decline 
in the reign of king Edward the Firft. For in the then uni- 
verfal corruption of manners throughout England, certain mili- 
tary men, appointing a tournament here at the fair time, came 
to it in the diiguife of monks and cannons, fired the town in 
feveral places, and fell upon the merchants ; carrying off large 
quantitys of goods and burning more with fuch violence, that 
our hiftorians fay melted gold and filvcr ran together in the 
ftreets, as the ancients relate happened at the deflru(^on of 
Corinth. Better times fucceeding, raifed Buttolphs town once 
more out of its aifhes ; and the ftaple for woolls, &c. being 
fettled here brought in great wealth, and invited the mer- 
chants of the Hanfeatick league, who eftablifhed here their 
gild or houfe. It is at prefent handfomely built, and drives 
a confiderable trade: and the inhabitants apply themfelvcs 
to trade and grazing of cattle. Camd. vol. 3. p. 224^ 

Swyn 
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Swyn Humber fliippes . 2 — The maryners - - 32 

Probably the place here meant is Swine or Swiney, in the 
mouth of the Humber, near Hull. Vide Camd. vol. 3. p. 74. 

Maiden (Effex) fhippes - 2 — The maryners - - 32 
Barton jfhippes - _ 5 — ^The maryners - - 61 

I am quite at a lofs to afcertain the fituation of this town, 
unlefs it be Burnham, near Foulnefs ifland on the coafl of 
Eflex. 

Sum of the North Fleet fliippes — 217 

The maryners — — — 4521 



Sum total of the Englifli fleet fliippes — 710 

Maryners — -^ — — 14451 



439 
184 



Shippes and maryners of forrain countrys. 
Bayon fliippes - - 15 — ^The maryners 
Spayne fliippes - - 7 — The maryners - - 
Ireland fliippe . - 1 — ^The maryners - - 184 
Flanders fliippes . - 14 — ^The maryners - - 133 
Guelderknd fliippe - 1 — ^The maryners - - 24 

Total fliippes - - 37 — The maryners - - 825 

Harl. Maufc. No. 246. p. 1 7. 

Ifliali 
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I fhall conelude what I had to offer on the fubjed of the 
Englifli navy in general and of this armament in particular, 
and clofe this volume with making one general obfervation 
from the whole. It is this, that if we review the ftate of the 
Navy of England, equally in the line of war and commerce, 
in thofe feveral periods of time when we have reafon to believe 
it Was in its moft flourifhing ftate ; even from the time of 
Julius Caefar's account of it, and particularly under the 
reigns of the kings Alfred, Edgar, Ethelred, Richard, Ed- 
ward the Firft, Second, and Third, and even for two centu- 
rys lower down to the end of queen Elizabeth's reign : it will 
appear always to have maintained a decided allowed pre-emi- 
nence and refpedability in the eye of all the European ftates; 
and yet perhaps not to have attained, in the progreffion of ages 
that equally progreflive gradatory increafe and improvement, 
which might have been naturally expeded ; and which really 
has fince been fo remarkably and happily atchieved and exem- 
plified from the kft mentioned date to the prefent times. In 
the fixteenth century indeed the {hips of war were the property 
of the crown, and the imprefling of the merchants fliips for 
war totally difufed, except merely for the tranfport and 
vidnalling fervice. And as from the introdudion and ufe of 
great, guns on board, it became neceffary for government here 

and 
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and every where elfe not only to build their own fliips of war 
but for. the fame reafon to attend very paiticularly to the 
ftrength of their conftrud;ion likewise. For it is to the in- 
trodudion and ufe pf thefe dreadful inftruments of deftruc- 
tion that we are to attribute, in the firft inftance, as well the 
fubfequent improvements and pcrfe<3ion in {hip building, in 
fize and ftrength of conftrudtion for the purpofes of war 
merely, that gradually took place here and every where 
throughout Europe ; as likewife the calling forth and encou- 
raging that martial fpirit of adventure and enterprize, which 
ftimulated this and the other European dates to make difco- 
veries, to atchieve the conqueft of territory, and to form fettle- 
ments in every diftant part of the globe. In proportion as 
they fucceeded in making llich acquifitions, a commenfurate 
extenfion of trade and commerce neceflarily followed ; and in 
confequence, an adequate increafe of the number of iliips and 
veflels calculated in their con{lru<Stion, for the purpofes of 
trade and commerce merely. 

It were perhaps a matter of pleafing {peculation, (although 
any inve{ligation we can make, at this diilance of time, may 
not enable us to afcertain the point with any degree of ca'tainty); 
to enquire, what might be the total aggregate of the tonnage 
of all the {hipping of England in general, in the year 1345, 

or 
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or at any other period during the fourteenth century. . If I 
may be allowed to hazard a conjedure, I am upon the whole 
inclined to think, that the armament of the twentieth year of 
king Edward the Third, confided at leaft of the greater part, 
if not of nearly the whole of the fhipping of England of above 
thirty tons burthen at that time exifting. And my reafons 
for thinking fo are thefe : 

It is clear from the preceding pages, that in thofe days 
there was no diftindion obferved with regard to the fhips as 
defigned and appropriated for the purpofes either of war or 
trade merely ; and that the 750 fhips of that armament, if 
we except the twenty-five fhips which are there faid to belong 
to the king, were in general employed and ufed as occafion 
ferved, indifferently for either fervice. We may obferve too 
farther, that probably in that age no long voyages were ever 
attempted beyond the limits of Europe, nor any performed 
during the winter months. It was not ufual I believe for any 
fliips whatever bound outwards, to quit their ports before the 
fpring was advanced ; and that they regularly all returned into 
port before the commencement of the winter. The procla- 
mation in the 20th of Edward the Third addreffed to the 
fheriffs of the feveral counties to prevent all manner of perfons 
whatever quitting the kingdom, except from the port of Dover, 

and 
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and with the Ipecial licenfe of the king; and the (ummons 
to the Cinque Ports to fiimifli their full qirota of flaips and 
men for this expedition, were dated on the tenth and fourteenth 
of March. Now it is not to be fuppofed, but in a cafe of 
long premeditated concert, preparation and public notoriety 
as this was, the King and Council would take care that both 
thefe orders were iflued fufficiently early ia point of time, and 
before the ufual feafon of the fhips quitting their ports to pro- 
ceed on their relpe<9ive voyages for that year. It is very pro- 
bable to iuppofe too, that conformably to the ufage of thofe 
times ; as particularly in the armament of the thirteenth year 
of £d. 3. 133B. as has been already related, p. 166. they did 
not negled to ifliie at the fame time orders to the admirals of 
the ports. Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, &c. of the fea towns 
throughout the fea-coafls, to arrefl and detain the /hips of 
thirty tons and upwards in all the ports of England, until the 
proportion wanted for the embarkation of this armament was 
every where fully fupplied. Indeed it was a precaution gene- 
rally taken in the commiflions of naval imprefl to order all the 
(hips in that port or diflri<St to be arrefled and detained, until 
the fpecific number of fhips required was furnifhed and fecu- 
rity given by the owners or maflers as will appear from the 
above recited inflances, anno 14. £. 3. p; 134, anno 16. E. 
^. p. 175. an. 12. R. 2. p. 168. and an. 21. H* 6. p. 174. 

Z i The 
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The departure of this fleet was from fome caufe or other 
protraAed from the Quindean of Pafcha, to the fecond week 
of July ; when the whole fet fail together from Sandwych. 
And yet I have not found any proclamation or order of council 
of that year, to dearreft the remaining (hipping in the feveral ports, 
and take off the general embargo, if any fuch had been laid; after 
the king's fervice was lufficiently provided for. Upon thefe 
reafons I am rather inclined to believe that the greater part if 
not nearly the whole of the (hipping of England, of the ton- 
nage above fpecified, were employed in the expedition of 1 345. 

I am farther ftrongly imprefled with the idea that from the 
laft mentioned year, during the remainder of king Edward the 
Third's reign, and I might add, during the dicceeding reigns, 
for two hundred years to the time of queen Elizabeth ; the 
navy of England in general continued for the moft part in 
a declining (late. It never within that period at leaft attained 
that degree of increa(e and profperity, except perhaps in the 
lOth year of queen Elizabeth, as to fet out a larger fleet, than 
the armament abovementioned. The decay of the navy is very 
frequently made an objedt of complaint, in the petitions of the 
Commons down to the end of Henry the Sixth's reign. From 
that time indeed the number of the king's (hips increafcd as well 
in number as fize, in proportion probably as the taking up of 
the merchants (hips by impreft for the fervice of government in 

war. 
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war, grew into difcredit and difufe. But fo far down as the 
thirty-firft of queen Elizabeth, I do not recoiled any one 
year where the royal navy amounted to more than 137 fliips of 
all fizes (page 197), or of one (hip more than one thoufand 
tons portage, which could not be greatly {upcrior to the ton- 
nage of the fifty fliips of Forftage in king Edw. 3d's armament. 
With refped to the Cinque Ports, the great dependence of 
the old navy from the earlieft ages, they appear to have been 
rather upon the. decline in 13451 and from that time to have 
funk gradually almoft to a comparative degree of infignificance. 
They contributed indeed^ as appears from the lift of the quota 
of the feveral ports 86 ftiips, and 1726 mariners to that ar- 
mament, inftead of 57 and 1147 mariners, which they were 
bound to fumiih by charter, namely, 

Feverfham Ships — 
San'dwych ditto — 
Dover ditto — 

Winchelfea ditto — 
Haftings ditto — 
Kye ditto — 

Hythe ditto — 

Rovendaleor Rumney di 
Pevenfey, none under that name. 

Z z « But 



2 — ^Mariners 


— 


53 


22 — ^Mariners 


— 


504 


1 6 — ^Mariners 


— 


334 


21 — ^Mariners 


— 


396 


5 — ^Mariners 


— 


.96 


9 — ^Mariners 


— 


156 


6 — ^Mariners 


_— • 


122 


4 — ^Mariners 


— 


65 
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But as has been fliewn already in the thirteenth year of 
king Edward the Third, government as a matter of grace and 
favour, engaged to be at half the expence in raifing and fit- 
ting out their quota of fhips for that armament, (which was 
then only thirty in number, fee page 165.) whereas by their 
charters they were bound to be at the whole expence them- 
felves, until five days after the junftion of their fhips with 
the admiral's flag. It may reafonably be fiippofed, that fbme 
kind of fimilar indulgence, grace and favour, was extended 
to them by government upon this occafion likewife; efpecially 
as within two years after, anno 22. E. 3. they exprefsly peti- 
tion the king ^ an abatement of their old accuflomed fervice 
fixed l^ their charter. 

However, be that as it may, the great decline of the Cinque 
Ports, and perhaps I might add of the commercial navy of 
England in the courfe of 242 years, from the 20th year of 
the reign of king Edward the Third, is clearly made out in 
the following abftrads of certificates, returned to the queen's 
council in 1587, and the following year, being the thirtieth 
and thirty-firfl of queen Elizabeth's reign. They are with- 
out date, defedive, and in part not fufEciently explicit to be 
intelligible. But however as the original certificates them- 
felves are I prefume eafily to be found and examined in the 

public 
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public archives if neceffary ; I fliall give them here as they 
are, upon their own authority, for the fake of the aggregate 
total at the end of each. They are copied from the Cotto- 
nian Manufcript, Qtho, E, x. 
The firft is entitled, 

Abftra6t of a Certificate made anno 1587 to the Council, of 
all fuch Shippes, Barks, and other veflells belonging to the 
five Ports and Members thereof, together with the number 
of able Mailers and ferviceable Maryners inhabiting and be- 
longing to the faid Ports, as followeth, viz, 

1. Sandwich hath fhippes and barks from three tons to 

. three icore in burth^, — ^ — -*— 4^ 

Maiilers4o, Maryners 62, 

2. Deal hath finall barks from the burthen of three tons 

to five, — ' — * — ^ — — 5 

Mgifters 5, Maryners 30, 

3. Walmer hath finall barks, from the burthen of two 
tons to three tons, — — — — . ^ 
Mafters 2jt, MarynCTs o^ . 

4. Ramfgate,^ fmall barks from the burthen of five tons 

to ten, __ — • . — — - — . i— > - jz 

Matters ia». _Maryners oo> 

5. Dover, 
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5. Dover, finall barks, — — — ©o 

• ■ • • • 

6. * * forde hath finall barks and boats, Maifters, — 00 

7. Pcvenfey, finall barks and boats, Maryners, — 00 

The whole number of the fhippes, barks, finall boats 
and carryers, fi:om the burthen of two tonnes up, — 214 
Maifters, — — — — 228 

Maryners, — — — '— 952 

Otho, E. X. 



The fecond Abftrad is entitled. 

The number of Shippes throughout the realmc, anno 31. Q^ 
Eliz. coUeded out of the certificates returned in anno 1588. 

In Port of Veflek above lOO ton. Under loo and above 80. Under 80 ton. 

London, — — 62 -■ 23 44 

Efiex, — . — 9 — — 40 145 

Norfolk, — — 16 80 145 

Suffolk, — -^ '27 14 60 

Comwalle, — — 3 2 -^— 65 

Devon, — — 7 3 109 

Dorfet, * — -1- 9 1 ■ 51 

Briftol and Somerfet, - 9 — i — 27 

■ • I. Wighte, 
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In Port of Under abore lOO ton. Under lOO and abore 80* Under So.toa* 

I. Wighte, — — 00 ■ ' ■ 00 — 29 

Southton, — ^-^ 8 7 47 

York, — — - II 8 — p— 30 

Northumberland, — • 17 i 121 

Lincolne, -— -— 5 ■ o r 20 

Kente, *— — o o 95 

Suflex, — — ► o o T- 65 

Cinque Ports, — - o . o 220 

Cumberland, — • o — — o « ' ■ 11 

Glouccfter, — o ^ o — 29 

Chefter and Lancafter, - o — o . 72 

Sum total 183 — 180 ■ 1392 
Otho, E. X. 



With regard to both thefe papers I would obferve, in ge- 
neral, that there (eems.a difficulty in aicertaining whether 
they include all the fliips of every kind belonging to the 
feveral ports ; or the Ihips only that were then at home and 
in port. If the latter, it is then very material to know, in 
what month of the year thefe furveys were taken, and returns 
made to the council board. In my own opinion thefe returns 
comprehend the whole of the /hipping belonging to each 

port. 
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. port, as the odier commiflions of inqncft, array, impreft, 
&c. generally iifued in the fpring about March, before the 
fliips had left the ports. There is another circumftance too 
clear I think to admit of a doubt, and that is, that none of 
thefe returns can include the queen's own fliips or the royal 
navy, but only the merchant fliips and veflels ufed for trade 
and commerce. 

Imperfect as thefe abftradls are, yet if accurate, as far as 
they go, they cohtdn curious matter of information ; as they 
enable xis to define and ascertain, as well the general compa- 
rative increafe of decline oTtKc flapping and trade of England 
in general, at that with any other period of time before or finee; 

' as alfb thf rektiyc proportipn of both, in the ports within any 
of the counties herein fpecified, as well betwixt each other, 
as their own increafe or decay at any other prior or fubfequent 
period of time, wherever diilindfc fpecifications of their num- 
ber of fliips and mariners are to be met with. 

With regard to the. ftate of the fliipping of the Ginque 
Ports, they mutually confirm and illuflrate each the other. The 
firfl flates the.numberat 214, and the highefl tonnage of any fhip 
at 60 tons. The fecond flates them at 220 (a flight variation in 
the number^ bu^ not material) and exprefsly certifies^ that they 
had no fhip of eighty, tons portage. The medium average 

tonnage 
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tonnage of the whole fleet we may Hate at about 7568 tonr. 
I ftate the medium to give them every advantage, for it is higher 
than it (hould be, and their mailers and mariners were certi- 
fied at 1 1 80 men. All thefe circumftances are ftrong proofs 
how much the Cinque Ports were declined then, from what 
they were in the twentieth year of king Edwi^'d the Third ; 
when they contributed to his great armament eighty-one (hips 
and 1727 mariners, at an average fomething more than twenty- 
one men, or one mefle, to each Ihip; which implies ftrongly in 
my opinion that fome of thofe eighty-one fhips muft have 
been of larger tonnage than any they were mafters of in 1587. 
For otherwife we muft fuppofc (which is hardly probable) the 
whole of thefe eighty-one fhips to have been of the fame rate 
of fixty tons, which was the higheft rate ftated in thefe returns 
in 1587; or otherwife fuppofing part of them of fcveral infe- 
rior rates and tonnage, as is much more probable to have been 
thecal, their fleet in 134.5 muft have been overmanned, 
elpccially as they had a nearly equal complement of ibldiers to 
receive afterwards on board, when they joined the king's fleet. 
And evenftill it appears that in 1587 the whole force they 
were in poflfefllon of, of ftiips of fixty tons, did not exceed 
forty in number, not half fo many ; nor the whole aggregate 
of their mariners not more than two-thirds, of what they had 
aftually fumifhed in king Edward the Third's reign. 

3 A With 
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With regard to the fecond abftrad, in order to form fome- 
thing of a probable idea of the aggregate tonnage of all the 
commercial {hipping of England in the thirtieth year of queen 
Elizabeth in 1588, 1 think it will be a tolerably fair and libe- 
ral calculati(Mi in its favour, to average the iirfl clafs of ihips 
from one hundred tons to an indefinite amount at 166 ton^ 
each, and the two next clafles, from eighty tons to one hun- 
dred, and from two tons up to eighty, at the average mediums ; 
the firft of ninety, and the fecond of forty tons each fhip j* 
which in the two laft clafles is certainly higher than it ought 
to be. However, at this rate of calculation the whole a^e- 
gate of the tonnage of the fhipping of all England of every 
fize, exclufive of the royal navy, which I do not apprehend 
to have been included in thefe abflrads, and including the 
tonnage of the fhipping of the Cinque Ports and their mem- 
bers before feparately given ; (which however under this mode 
of calculating, forty, the medium of that clafs, gains 1232 
tons here, more than when calculated as before, at a medium 
average in each clafs) ; will, if I have made no miflake, in the 
whole aggregate, amoimt to 103,280 tons,, in the 183 fhips of 
100 tons and upwards, in the 1 80 fhips crf^from 80 to 100 tons, 
and in the 1 392 fhips of from two to 80 tons ; burthen in the 
whole 1755 fhips* The which taken colle<^vely conflitutcd 

probably 
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probably the whole of the commercial navy of England at that 
period. How far it has declined fince the twentieth year of 
king Edward' the Third cannot now be afcertained with accuracy 
and precifion, unlefs we had as particular an eftimate of the 
whole number of the {hipping in the , ports of the feveral 
counties, at that or any intermediate years, as the general ab- 
ftraft above recited. The general lift >ye have of king Ed- 
ward the Third's armament does not Ipecify the feveral diftin<3: 
rates and tonnage, except that fifty of them were ihips pf 
forftage, and the remainder barges, ballingers and vittellers% 
The queftion is therefore of the remaining 700 . (hips, how 
many were there above one hundred tons burthen, and how 
many of between eighty and one hundred. We know that ip 
the thirtieth year of queen Elizabeth there were in all the 
ports but one hundred and eighty of the firft defcription of 
private ihips, and one hundred and eighty-three of the fecond. 
It appears indeed from the fecond commiilion of arreft in the 
fame year for eighty large ihips (grojfas navssy vide p. 206.) 
which had againft his Majefty's exprefs commands to the con- 
trary deferted the king's flag, after his defcent on the coaft of 
Normandy, and rpturaing home were remanded to their ftation 
by this commiflion of arreft; that thefe eighty large fhips I 
fay had been fumiflied for that armament (with probably others 

3A 2 of 
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of the fanie rates, which did not tranfgrefs the king's orders 
by returning home) from the ports only of Great Yarmouth, 
Orewell, Bofton, Kingefton, Lynne and Gosford, including 
that part only of the northern diftrid of the admiralty from 
the Humber eaftward. The next queftion is, what fize or 
rate are we to underftand by the term groffa naves f I fhould 
fuppofe at the loweft (hips of one hundred tons and upwards; 
and for this reafon. In the armament of 1338, in the thir- 
teenth year of Edward the Third, with which he gained that 
memorable viftory over the French fleet in the Water of Swyn j 
the Cynque ports undertook to furnifh twenty-one ihips of 
their own, and nine of the river Thames, of one hundred 
tons and upwards : aiid the mariners of the weft likewife un- 
dertook, to find feventy (hips for that armament, all of them 
of one hundred tons and upwards ; as appears from die rolls 
of parliament, (fee p. 165. of this volume). This was a vo- 
luntary offer on their fide, and by no means necefcily im- 
plies, that the hundred abovementioned include the whole of 
the fhips of that afcending fize and rate that either parties 
were pofTefled of. The contrary is, in my opinion, a much 
more probable fuppofition. And yet thefe fhips which probably 
nearly all exifted in the 20. E. 3. or were replaced, added to 
the eighty large fhips, which the fix ports only of the nor- 
thern 
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rfiern diftri^t of the admirtilty certainly did furnilli to that 
armament, and probably were not of a lower rate of tonnage 
than, the fleets of the Cynque and Weftem Ports abovemen- 
tioned, will of themfelves make the whole number of the 
fliips of that tonnage exifting at all throughout all the ports of 
England^ in the thirty-firft year of queen Elizabeth. 

The Reader by comparing the returns of many of the 
counties, and in particular of the Port of Briftol and County 
of Somerfet, in the iecond general abftra^l, with the number 
of fhips and men fumifhed by the ports fituatcd within the 
refpedive counties to the armament of 1345, will find abun- 
dant reafon to confirm him in the opinion, that the commer- 
cial {hipping of England, during fbmething more than two 
centuries, had declined, both in number and fize, at the time 
thefe return's were made in 1 588* 

I have dwelt the longer upon this fubjed principally with a 
view to contrail the ancient ftate of the Englifh navy with that 
happy alteration, which from that time began to take place j 
and has gradually eftablifhed, increafed and raifed the navy of 
England equally in the line of war and conamerce, to that 
aftonifliing degree of ftrength, profperlty and pre-eminence, be- 
yond all parallel, in any other age or nation. It is a contem- 
plation that muft penetrate the foul of every fubjed of thefe 

kingdoms 
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kingdoms with rapture and exultation ; who has the honour; 
intereft, welfare, . and happinefs of his country fincerely at 
heart, and knows how to value as they deferve, that hrave, 
honeft, adventurous race of men, to whole unremitting la- 
bours, enterprizing intrepidity, and habitual defiance of every 
kind of hardfhip difficulty or danger, this nation is indebted, 
under the favour of Divine Providence, for ^1 thefe benefits 
and advantages, unremittingly accrueing in an increafing ratio, 
throughout the two centuries fubfcquent to the laft-mentioned 
period, and down to the prcfent time. Such have been the 
immenfie aequifitions of territorial dominion, the number and 
■ftrength of royal fleets fo fuperior and pre-eminent to thofe of 
every ot^ier power of Europe, and the multiplying the tonnage of 
our fliipping fcr the purpofes of trade and commerce, almofl to 
a degree beyond the powers of calculation ; infbmuch that the 
aggregate tonnage of the fliipping belonging to many of our 
ports fingly taken, will more than trebble the whole of the 
tonnage of the Shipping of all the ports of England collectively 
taken in the thirty-firfl year of queen Elizabeth's reign : the 
enriching this highly-favoured land in the bounties of Provi- 
dence with whatever is appropriate, ufeful and valuable, in the 
produce or manufactures of every other cpuntry upon earth, as 
well of the hotter climates of the Eaft, as of the froz^i 

regions 
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regions and feas of the North, and exporting backtiofe of our 
own in exchange: in a word, where every retiirning tide 
wafts into our ports wealth fupferidr to the produce of the. 
n^ines of Potofi ; and every ebb returns it back to be di^enfed 
in the fupply of the neceffity,- want^ convenience or elegant 
accommodation, of almoft every nation and people in the four 
quarters of the globe ; have rendered this ^eat aiid moft re-. 
Ipeftable kingdom, if 1 may be flowed the exprefllon, the 
public ftaple mart, and emporium of the whole earth. 

Thefe are the effedls, thefe the bleflings and advantages of 
that moft wife policy, and unremitting attention ; which has 
been unifonuly diredied for the laft two hundred and thirty 
years, to the proteding, cherifhing, regulating and increafing 
the navy and marine of Great Britain. 

May the paternal care and attention of our moft benign and 
gracious Sovereign, the wifdom of his Councils, the wife, 
provident and regulating attention of our parliaments to this 
great obje<9: ; and efpecially that good faith, probity, honour 
and integrity fb eminently charaderiftic of the merchants of 
Great Britain ; and I may add too of the directors of our 
ftaple manufactories, and in fome degree of the loweft arti- 
ficers in our feveral branches of manufa<5hire; all continue, as 
they have done hitherto, to go hand in hand in concurrent 

harmony. 
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harmony, zeal, and exertion ; to guard, cherifh and improve 
diis immenfe intereft, in all its branches, connedions and de- 
pendencies ; and more efpecially, by advancing the marine of 
Great Britain, to every progrefGve degree of increafe, fbength 
and ulterior perfection, it yet may be found capable of attain^ 
ing, under the fevour of Divine Providence, hand down, fc- 
cure and perpetuate to thefe realms, all thefe profperities, blef- 
fings and advantages, if poillble, to the end of time. 
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TH £ following curious extrads relating to the appoint- 
ment of the four joint commiiHoners of the admiralty 
in the twentieth year of king Henry the Sixth, were by a 
ftrange inadvertence at the Printing-Office, omitted to be in- 
serted in their proper place, which is in page 205, imme- 
diately following the abftra£fc of the indenture made between 
king Henry the Eighth, in the fourth year of his reign, and Sir , 
Henry Howard, Knight, for executing the office of LcM-d 
High Admiral of England. 

The remainder confiAs of a variety of curious matter, 
which the Author has been fortunate in meeting with, fince 
the refpedive flieets were printed off; where otherwife th^ 
would have been feverally inferted in their proper places, 
had he been in poffeflion of them at the time. 

With regard to the powers granted to the joint commif- 
fioners for e;xecuting the office of Admiral of England, at fea at 

3 B Icair, 
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leaft, during the admiralty of John Holland Duke of Exeter, 
anno 20. H. 6. to Sir William Iver Knight, John Heron, 
and Miles Stapylton, Efquires, and Sir Stephen Popham 
Knight, (Vide page 88. of this work) I can only fubjoin all 
the particulars I have yet been able to meet with relative to 
thofe commiflioners, from the minutes of the afts of the fe- 
veral Councils of that year. 

Prefent the king, the Chancellor and the Earl of Suffolk. 

h Anno ao. H. 6. July 30th, Article the 2d. Ordered 
two letters of Privy Seal to Sir William Iver, Knt. John He- 
ron and Myles Sta,pylton, Efquires, commanding them to doe, 
keep and perform certain covenants ^made by indenture be- 
tween them and the kii^ ; as touching die governance and 
keeping of the fea,, &c. for a certain time, according to the 
tenor of the faid indenture. 

Art. 3. Be there added to the commiflion made to Sir Wil- 
liam Iver, Stapylton, Heron, 8cc. alfo Sir Stephen Popham, 
Knight ; the which beeth afTigned to the keeping of the fea^ 
&c. And that for taking of dieir mufters with others that 
beeth afligned herebefore. Sir William Popham and William 
Sopur of Hamton be added in the fame commiflion, to take 
the faid mufters, &c. 

11. Augufl 
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> II. Aiiguft 2 1 ft. In the king's parlour at Shene, prefent 
the Cardinal of England, the Chancellor, Bifhop of St. Da- 
irid's, the Treafurer, the Earl of Suffolk, Tiptoft, Hunger- 
ford, and Sir John Stourton. 

Be there made letters, &c. to Sir William Ivcr, Sir Stephen 
Popham, John Heron and Myles Stapjlton, Efquires, that 
hovt^beit that it is contained in the indentures made between 
the king and them as for keeping of the fea, that they fhould 
aflemble and mufter at the Cambre*, yet for certain caufes 
moving the king and the <H)\mcey, that the £dd commifHoners 
Iv^ and Stapylton come not at the Cambre, but meet in all 
hafte with Popham that Ihall come out of Devon upon the 
fea under the lile of Wight. 

III. Auguft 22. It was cc»nuianded tliat letters under the 
Privy Seal be direfied to the . Treafurer and Chamberlains c^ 
the Exchequer, to deliver in all hafte aftCF the fight of the 
letters to Sir Stephen Popham; who and Sir William Iver, 
Knight, Myles Stapylton and John Heron^ Efquires, beth 

* I am at a lofs to afcertain precifety where the Cambre h, but am rather 
inclined to believe it means here the port of Plymouth, as I find from the laft 
edition of Camden^s Britannia a place nearly of this name in that vicinity^ 
famous of old for an eftabliflimenc of the Pruids there. 

Chambre Hill, near Redruth in Cornwall, b a complete lyftem of Druidical 
vorfliip. Camd. Brh. vol. i. p. ij* 

3 B a ' indented 
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indented for a certain time to keep the Teas ; 200 (pears, and 
300 bows, and 300 chefts of arrows ; to be equally departed 
amongft them all ; the faid Popham to account and reanfwer 
of that thereof, {hall not be duly difpended, &c. 

A note here in the margin, alfo the letter that fhall goc to 
Sir William Iver, Myles Stapylton and John Heron, was read, 
and pafled j every each of them to have of that tenor two 
letters. 

IV. Auguft 23. In the king's prefence at Shene, prefent 
alfo the Lord Chancellor, Lord Privy Seal, my Lords of 
Huntindon, StaiFord, Hungerford, Tiptofte, and Sir John 
Stourton, 

Be there made a letter to the Treafurer and Chamberlains 
to pay unto Sir Stephen Fopham, who holds by indenture to 
goe to the fea, &c. to deliver unto him over that he hath and 
fliall take by force and virtue of indentures in that behalf 
made between the king and him ; vidualling for one hundred 
archers, after the appointment of the adt of parlcment. 

The king commanded for this lervice 500 bowes, 500 
chefts of arrows, and the vidualling as above. 

Item, of the commiflioners to take the commiffions, and 
what.inftru6Hons they ihall have. 

In the king's prefence, the fame day and place, prefent all 
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the faid Lords, and my Lord Cardinal of England, the Duke 
of Gloucefter, the Earl of Suffolk, and Vifcount Beaumond. 
The queftion what grounds there be the king to fet forth an 
army? 

It was moved and thought good to be cherifhed, and 
the Lords to be bound therefore. 

Alfo my Lord Cardinal of England faid, that feeing the 
neceflity of the king for monoye, thereof that he had he 
would lend it to him; but he faid he had it not, veifeU 
(plate) he hath, and thereof he would lend him to the valu6 
of 4000 marks. He to be anfwered of femblable veflel again ; 
"and if that his veffell fhould be coined, for to have over that, 
that the fafhion of the veflel would coft. 

My Lord of Gloucefter will be bound. 

It was moved that upon that that remained of the grminds 
n[iadc in the laft parlement, the which as yet beeth unafllgned, 
and alfo upon xhe ports and weddes (Jewells) money might be 
borrowed. 

Alfo it was moved that the king fliould purvey wheat here 
and fend it into Guienne ; and both it fliouId vidhial them 
there, and the king thereby be greatly availed by the fale. 

The Biftiop of Sarum will be bound. 

It was moved that letters fliould be direded to certain per- 
fons to lend. It 
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It was moved that the Treafurer of England fliould be fcnt 
for to tell what grounds the king had to borrow money on. 

Stafford and SuiFolk will be bound. 

The chancellor will lay both his goods in mortgage and be 
bound. 

V, Auguft 24. In the king's great Chamber at Shene, 
prefent the Cardinal of England, the Chancellor, Privy Seal> 
Privy Signet, my Lords of Gloucefter, Himtindon, StafFord, 
Suffolk, Hungerfordj Tiptofte, and Sir John Stourton, 

The letter as for chevif^ce of money that fliall goe to 
Cdwnfhips and other fingular perfons R>r to lend money, 6cc» 
for Guienne. 

Be there made commi£ions to ^e Lords, Sheriffs and 
mightieft men in every {hire of Englahd, to loan amongft 
themfelves, and aUb to cheriih of others for the (aid necefHties 
of Guienne. 

Alio be there made letters upon the iaid commifHon, to 
affemble the thrifty men in the fliire to appear before the com- 
mi£ioners, and fuch as that at this time will lend money; fhall 
(have) furetys of the difine and quinziime, and of the king*s 
Jewells, and of other the king's cufioms, 6cc« 

So that the viage goeth into Guienne there is granted the 

a4th day of Auguft. 

StourtoD 



( 375 ) 

Stourton Privy Seal 40I. 
Hnngerford lool. 
Tiptofte lOoL 

Earl of Suffolk will be ready to be bound. 
Huntindon lOoL 

Stafford j2ol. or as for as 500 marks will (Iretch to, 
Bifhop of Sarum looL to be afEgaed upon his own diimei. 
The Chancellor lool. 
Earl of Dorfet lOoL 

My Lord the Cardinal 4000 marks in veflell, &c. 
The VifcQUnt Beaumond 100 naarks. 
1^ Lord of Gloucefter will be bound as ^ as an^ man 
tnM take him in the king's neceiUty. 
Td be appointed who ihall bear the commifHons ^nd ktttf s« 

VL Coun. 20. H, 6. Auguft 27. Prefent the Lords Chan- 
eellor, Huntindon, and the Privy Seal. 

Popham to be fent for and to goe into Guienne, to be Se- 
ne&hal, and to have leading of them that (hall goe into 
Guienne. 

VII. Auguft 28. In the king's great Chamber at Ken- 
fington, prefent the King, the Cardinal, the Chancellor, and 
Lords Stafford, Hungerford and Sir John Stourton. It is 

aflented 
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affented that Sir John Popham, Sir John Lyfle, and William 
Sopur take the muflers of Sir William Iver, Sir Stephen Pop- 
ham, Miles Stapylton and John Heron, Efquires, under the 
Me of Wyght. 

That Serjeaunts of Arms be fent to fuch fliippes as fhall 
and woU goe for the viage to war, they to come to one place, 
and not to depart to the time the armee be ready. 

Yarde to goe to the armee for the fea, to bid him goe fore- 
right to Baion, to fee the rule there. 

Ordered a letter to them that fhall goe to the fea, defiring 
them to goe foreright to Baion ; and if it needed, they not to 
abide there ; faying them that the king hath fent the five hun- 
dred archers with Sir Phillip Chetwynd; the which fhall 
abide ftill there : and how that he will fend thydder in hafte, 
wheat and fodder. Cleopatra, F. 5. under the minutes of the 
Councills of the feveral dates. 

Adka Concilii, anno 21. H. 6. March 21. Be there made 

letters under the Privy Seal to Cannings of Briftol, that 

there as a barge called the Catherine of Briftol is charged with 
wheat and other vidual to the king*s city of Baion, for the 
advidualling of it ; that he take into the fame veffell to Baion 

Bedan, Efq; whom the king fendeth now to Bourdeaux, 

Baion, Aix, and other places there, with his letters* 

Alfo 
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. Alfo Bedan fliall have with him thofe letters to Bourd^aux 
doubled. Alfo a letter to the three Eftates of Bourdelaye. 
Cleopatra, F. 5. at the date. 

I have been more particular in ftating the whole of thefe 
minutes as they ferve to throw a light, upon and explain 
the deftination of the fleet raifed by the ordinance of the 
navy (p. 1 1 5.) before recited, anno 20, H. 6 ; and likewife 
Sir Edward Howard's appointment as Lord Admiral, with re- 
mainder to his fon, an infant, for their joint lives, (p. 88.) 
and efpecially as the whole taken coUedively and cqnildered 
with attention, it appears to me clearly that at this period 
(and I believe it is the firft inftance of the kind) the executive 
part at leaft of the ofiice of High Admiral of England, was 
in the prefent inftance executed by thefe four joint commif- 
fioners abovenamed feverally indented with the king, and re- 
ceiving equal powers independent of each other : and without 
any diftindl fpecification of diftrift of command afllgned to 
either appearing upon thefe minutes. And this idea is greatly 
ftrengthened and confirmed by the appointment df the five 
Lords to hold this high office by conuniflic»i for their lives, 
made twelve years after, anno 32. H. 6r 1453. before recited. 
With regard to the powers given to the laft-named five Lords 
joint Commiffioners of the|Admiralty of England, lam not fuffi- 

3 C ciently 
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ckndy inftruded to give any farther information, than by re- 
ferring the reader to the abftrad of their patent recited in page 
92 of this work. 

No. II. Supplemental to the account of Sir Thomas de 
Molton, in page 1 1. 

In the lift of the patents of the forty-eighth year of king 
Henry the Third, in the Harl. MSS. No. 88. ad annum, are 
the three following titles. 

Thomas de Molton Capitaneus five Admirallus Maris ac 
partium maritimarum, 9.1. 

De navibus contra hoftilem adventum extraneorum. Apud 
Canterb. vicef&mo primo Septembris, 11. i. 

De defendendo cofteras maris oomitatum Kantiae et Suflexue^ 
contra invadones extraneorum. 14. i. HarL Manufc. No. 
88. ad annum. 

Caitx, anno i6. H. 3. Thorns de Muleton. Harl. Ma~ 
nufc. 6194. p> 74. 

. Anno 14. E. 1. Lambert de Muleton tenuit de rege in ca* 
pite Egremond in com. Cumbria, per ferviti\mi unius foedi 
Milit. anno 14. Ed. i. Claudius, ex. p. i8. 

Anno 23. Ed. i. Thomas de Multoa tenuit duas baroniasw 
Ibid. p. 38. 

Anna 
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Anno 53. H. 3. m. 16. The king confirms to Edward, fon 
of Sir Thomas Moleton in tail general, the manors of Ifall 
in Blencraik, with remainder to Hubert his brother. Harl. 
Manufc. 88. p. 104. 

No. IJI. Anno 19. H. 3. 1 234. ProolavoregeManniaedecufto- 
dia coflerarum maris ac ejns fcedo. Notatu digniflimae. 5. 1. 

Anno 19. H. 3. 1234. Hamo de Creveqeur et Wakandus 
Teutonicus, cuftodes quinque portuum, et totius cofterae 
maris, a portu de Haftings ufque ad portum de Pocde. 15, 
Harl. Manufc. No. 88. p. 43. 

No. IV. Supplemental top. 137. 

Anno 15. Ed. 3. 1330. Order of payment to divers men 
at arms, &c. for the iervice in guarding of Berwic caftle. 

Roberto Ingeniatori pro cuflodia ingeniorum r^s, et opc- 
rum caftri et villa Berwici, a [triceflimo die Jtilii ad primum 
diem Odobris, 4I. i8s. lod. Ayfc. Cat. 4584. p. 96. 

* 

No. V. Supplemental to the appointments of Sir Robert 
de Morley and Sir John Mon^mery, admirals of the north 
and weft, anno 16. E. 3. p* 25. 

Anno 1 6. E. 3. Robert Morley, Knight, dated April 3d, 
at Eltham. 

3 C a Another 
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Anotlier patent tp^olfn Montgomery, Knight, dated April 
15, with a claufe of indemnity and power to punifli the dif- 
obedicnt, ** per captionem bononim et catallorum fuonim in 
** manum regis, etincarcerationem corponim fuorum in manum 
regis, et alio modo juxta modum debitorum fuomm, cafti- 
gandi et puniendi nolentes quod idem Johannes occafione 
** hujufmodi caftigationis vel punitionis, per nos vel haeredes 
** noftros jufticiarios, vel alios miniftros noftrosj vel haeredum 
** noftrorum, occafionetur in aliquo, feu gravetur," &c. Aylc, 
Cat. 4584. p. 416. 

No. VI. Supplement to the account Galfred Lord Say, p. 23 ; 
and to the appointment to the weftern diftrid of the adrtiiralty, 
anno 10. E. 3. p. 20. as from the following extrad it appears, 
that the Lord Say was admiral of the weft in that year, and 
probably fucceeded Thomas Rotrid, Knight, and not in the 
1 3th year of king Edward the Third, as named in the manu-^ 
fcript. Vefpafian, c. 14. 

There is fomething curioUs and remarkable in the form of 
this royal order, I give it upon its own authority ; it is 
copied from Sir John Burrough*s Trad. Harl. Manufc. 
6274. 

Rot. Scotiae, anno 10. E. 3. 1336. Rex diledo et fideli 

fuo Galfredo de Say admirallo flotae noftrae ab ore aqua^ 

Thamyfiae verfus partes occidentales, falutem. 

Cum 
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Cum nuper, &c. Nos animadv^entes quod progenitores 
noftri, reges Angliae, Domini maris Anglican! circumquaque, 
et etiam defenfores contra hoftium invafiones ante hsec tem- 
pora extiterunt, et plurimum nos tzederet, 11 honor noftcr 
regius in defenfione hujufmodi, noftris (quod abfit) depercat 
temporibus, aut in aliquo minuatur, &c. Mandamus vobis, &c. 
' quod ftatim vifis praefentibus, et abfque ulteriori dilatione, 
naves portuum praediftorum, et alias naves quae jam paratae 
exiftunt, fupra mare teneatis, &c. (without date of day or 
place). Harl. Manufc. 6274, 

No. VII. Supplemental to the account of the new (ubfidy of 
6d. per ton upon all fliipping pafGng the northern coafts, anno 
2. Ri. 2di. p. 189. curious as it explains the mode of levying 
that impoft. . . 

Ordained and granted by the advice of the merchants of 
London, and of other merchants towards the north ; with the 
afTent of dl the Commons of Parliament, befcM-e the Earl of 
Northumberland and the Mayor of London ; for the guard of 
the fea, and of the coafts of the admiraltie of the north with 
two fhippes, &c. 

Firft, to take of every fliippe and crager, wherefoever 
boimd, that pafleth through the fea within the faid admiral- 
tic going and comeing for every ton tight vjd. 

Item, 
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Item, tx> take of every fiflung-veffcll which pafTeth the fca 
of the faid admiraltie, for herring of .what burthen foever it 
be, every week of every ton tight vjd. 

Item, to take of other £{hing {hips and veflells that fiih for 
other fi{h en the fea within the faid admiraltie, of what bur* 
then foever it may be, every three weeks of every tonne 
tight vjd. 

Item, of all other fhippes, cragers and Veflails pafling by 
iea within the ^d admiralty, laden with goods of merchants 
into Spnicia, (ou en elpreux) Norway or SccMidand (en North- 
way ou en Scom, &c.) of every ton tight vjd. Harl, Ma- 
nufc. 6274. 

Ho. 'VIII. Supplemental to the fourth year of king Henry 
the Fourth. This paper is taken likewife from 8ir John 
BurrGUgh*s ManufcriptTrad. It is defective as being without 
date of time or place, or ipecification fix>m whence he took it. 
i give it therefore merely upon its own authority, as it con- 
tains, the form of a protedlion granted in ibme year of king 
Henry the Fourth's reign to the fKhermen of France, Holland, 
Zealand and Frizeland, to take herring within certain limits 
ipecifyed. 

The King to all our Admirals, &c. 

To the end that in this prefent herring feafon, the £liKennen 

as 
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as well of the one part, as on the other, may more fafely fifli 
in the fca for herrings, and all other manner of fyfli, between 
the Haven of Scarborough, and the uttermoft end of the 
country of Flanderstowards the eaft ; and from thence upon 
the coafl of England, unto the Haven of Southamton ; and' 
lipon the coaft of the kingdom of France, from the faid end 
of all the layd countrie of Flanders, unto the river of Somme, 
&c. We will and have ordained and granted, and ordayne and 
grant by thefe prelents, that all the fifhermen of the laid partie 
of France may fafely fifli for herrings and all other fifh during 
the herrii^ ieafon, and untill die firft day of January next 
comeing, within and between the bounds above limited, &c. 
. Itemj pro hominibus de Holland, Zeland and Fiizelaad) 
quod pifcari poflimt,, prope Yarmouth, HmI. Manufe. 62 74^ 

No. IX. Supplemental to the account of John Bottetort, 
Knt. admiral of the nc»th, anno '8. Ed. 2. 1315. 

Rex diledo et fideli fuo Johanni Buttetort cuftodi maritimaa 
fus Jememouth, fahitem. 

Quia inteUeximus quod multi homines de partibus Holland^ 
Zeland, et etiam Frizeland, qui flint de amicitia noflra; ad 
pifcandum in man noftro prope Jerncmouth, his diebus funt 
venturi : vobis mandamus, quod publice proclamaii faciatis 

fcmel 
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femel vel bis in qualibct feptimana, ne aliquis fub omni eo . 
quod nobis forisfacere poterunt, cifdem inferre prasfumant in- 
juriam, moleftiam, dampnum^ . impedimentum aliquod aut 
gravamen : fed ipfis potius cum indiguerint, confulentes fint 
ct auxiliantes; ita quod abfque impedimento pifcari, etcom- 
modum (uum facere poterint; prout eis melius videbetur 
cxpedirc. 

In cujus rei teftimonium, &c. has literas fieri fecimus pa- 
tentes ufque ad fcftum Sandti Martini proxime futurum du- 
raturas. 

Tefte rege apud Wengham, 28 Septembris, Harl. Ma- 
nufc. No. 6274. 

No.^^. Supplemental to the appointment of the five 
Lords joint commiflionets of the admiralty in 1457. fee p. 92. 

Rot, Francise, anno 32. H. 6. 1457. Protedions granted 
to fuch of his Majefty's fubjeds as went in fervice with hH 
admirals to *** *. 

Thomae Warren de BriftoU, profe<9:uro in comitativa, Sax. 
Johannis comitis Vigbmiae, unius cuftodum maris, fuper falva 
cuftodia et defenfione ejufdem. 

Ricardo Gierke, in comitativa, &c. Johannis comitis Oxon, 
unius cuflbdum maris fiiper falva cuilodiaet defenfioneejufdem. 

Johanni 
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No. X. Supplemental to the ^coimt of the appointment 
of Henry Holand Duke of Exeter, Lord High Admiral of 
England, anno 28. H. 6^ 1450. in p, 90. 

I have to premife, with regard to the following power, 
that if there is not a miftake in the date of the year, of 38 
for 28, it will prove, that the appointment of the five Lords 
Conuniflioners of the Admiralty, which from the preceding 
extrad it appears certainly did take place, was fuperfeded; 
and that Henry Duke of Exeter appointed in the 28th H. 6. 
was afterwards reinflated in his high office, and probably con> 
tinned in it until his death. 

Rot. Francis, anno 31. H. 6. Rex chariffimo confangui- 
neo fiio Henrico duci Exonise, ^utem. 

Sciatis cum nos retinuerimus vos, fub certis modis et forma, 
ad proficifcendum in fervicio nofbo fupra mare, fuper cuftodiii 
ejufdem, ordiuavimus et affignavimus vos, et tenore praefen- 
thim |p]^^ et fufficientem commitdmus et damus poteftatem 
et authoritatem generalieM, ad (>roficifcekldum fupra m&re 
cum retinentia vefba t piratafque^ ti i^ic^tbret nieiti^tiorum 
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et pifcatonimy tani Anglonua quam eztraneorum, cum eo^ 
rum navibus capiendum et arreftandum ; eofque juxta cafusi 
et juris cxigeatiam iimiliter caftigandum. HarU Maniilc- 
No» 6274. 
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Cdbham Reginald de, admiral of"^ the wefl,. an. i.8..E^3. tz. and 23^ E. 3. 

p. 25. and 26. 
Compkints of the Englifh merchants againft the mafliers of Prucc and' 

the Hans towns, an. 14. H. 6.. and 20.. p. 241. &c. 
Cdogne, z merchant and clerk fent there to adjuft the above complaint, 

21. H. 6. p, 245. . ' 

Conuniflions granted to certaift towns, 2.II. 4.to build barges and bal- 

lingers petitioned againft, p. 273. ^ 
Commiflion to fell certain of the king's fhips at Sou^hton, i... H. 6. 

p. 273* Cloth 



1- K D' E X.: 

Cloth exportod^ theduty^ wooUen is. 2d« woriled one penny/ lint lodll 

21. £. 3« p. 286. 
Convoy or fii&-condad of Tieools at I2d« per iack, engaged for by certain 

merchants^ 21. E^. 3. p^ 289. 
' ^ Counter petition of J6hn Whittinham and W, Defchinter, p. 2$i» 
Courts of adomalty hdding pleas determinable at common law petiti6nedi 

, againO: by the weft, p. 293. 
Cbnftable of the Tower's patent to cuftom wines, oyfters, fi(h, and vifiiials 
. coming to London by water, petiticmed by the city to be anntdled, 

p. 293- 
Conmuuioners of Sewers or Coniervation of the rivers Thames, Tees, Ooste 

and Trent, petitioned for and granted, 21. E. 3. p. 291. 
Courtney Philip, Knight, admiral of the weft, an. 46. E. 3. p« 39. and 

an. 3. R. 2. p. 47. 
Cotrtney Edward, Earl of Devon, admiral of the Weft, an. j. R. 2. 

p. 52. 
Commons, petition of, relating to the Cinque Ports, an. 13* E. 3. p. 15^. 

a gainft arrefting the merchants (hips, 46. E. 3. p. 176^ 
Conimiilion to John Twyer, Thomas Edmond, and John Sotrell, gene-^ 

rally to arreft fhips, matters, and mariners^ and to vidual them^ ah« 

2. E. 4. p, 2IO. 

Complement of men on board the king's (hips, nearly half marinen and 

half feldiers, p. 222. • 
C^ouncil of Regency, fees of die members, an, %. H, 6. p. 225; 
'' Forfeitures for every day's abfence during^ term^ p; 226. 

Cologne, Embaftadors fent to adjtift the complaints of the Ehgliih WSt* 

chants againft the mefne Hans Towns, p, 245. 
Com, exportation of, limited, an. 15. H. 6. p. 253. may be pre^ibired, 

an, 50. E, -3. p. 301. 
Condudt money allowed to the admiral, an. 4. H. 4. p. 204. 
Contract by indenture with ]£dward Barefte, furvcyor of all the ViflnilS 
. for the fea, an. 7. Eliz. p. 212. and other agreements for vifttkalling 

and ftores, to p. 220. 
Conc^lment of cuftomers, coUedors, ftlerifts, and fefcheators, to be cn-» 

quired into enadted, an. i. H. 4. p. 293. 
Qogges ware and keriies of Eftex and Suftblk to be exempted feom the' 

ftatutc, 47. E. 3. as to length and breadth, an. 50. E. 3, p. 301 •* 
Coaft fea petition of Kent, that the nobles may contribute to the guard of, 

an« 2. R. 2. p. 303. 

Controllers 



INDEX. 

CootroQcrs and weighers in any port to hold only during the king's plca- 

fure, an. ii. R. 2. p. 306. 
Conftable of Dover Cattle's jurifdidlion that it may be confined to matters 

within the caftle, or done upon the lands belonging thereto, 2. H. 4. 

p. 309. 
Cokhefwofth, 20. E. 3. fent one fliip, twelve mariners, p. 342. 
Colchefter, 20. E. 3. fent twelve fhips, 239 mariners, p. 347. 
Cuftomers to difpatch merchants importing wares, and for their price to 

credit them upon their letters and oaths enadted, 28. £. 3. p. 292. 
■ Petition that all cuftomers and comptrollers be yearly removed, 2. 

R. 2. p. 304. 
Canute, King of England, the manner of his aflerting the Englifh fove- 

reignty of the feas, p. xxviii. 

K. 

Kerfies, the old cuftom of four pence each petitioned to be revived, an. 
14. R. 2. p. 265. 

— — petitioned that no other cuftom than three pence upon each, an. 13. 
R* 2* p. 294. 

Kefteven ports of and the ports of Holland, the Commons petition that 
the bounds between may be founded and newly made, an. lo. R. 2. 306. 

KerdiiFe, 20. E, 3. fent one fbip, fifty-one mariners, p. 342. 

Kyriell Nicholas de, admiral of the north, an. 10* E. 2. p. 14. 

Knight's men at arms, archers, or horfes at arms, not to leave the king- 
dom but from Dover, p. 258. 

D. . 

Damory Nicholas, takes a Spanifh (hip, 21. E. 3. and proceedings there- 
upon, p. 233. 

Drayton Thomas de, admiral of the north, an. 12. E- 3. p. 22. 

Dardus Petrus, admiral of the weft, an. 12. E. 3. p. 22. 

Darcy Sir Philip, admiral of the north, an. 9. R. 2. p. 54. 

Darrell Sir Sampfon, Commiflioner of Vidlualling, an. 20 Jac. p. 2ig. 

Darwen, 20. E. 3. fent five fhips, ninety mariners, p. 347, 

Deodand, that a cafual death on board may not forfeit the whole (hip or 
barge, as a deodand. Petition, 50. E. 3. and i. H. 4. p. 255. 

Derby Henry Earl of, after he was Duke of Lancafter, his commiflion 
and power, as made .admiral of the weft, an. 25. E. 3. p. 202. 

Declining ftate of all the (hipping of England, probable from the 20. E. 
3. to 3 1 . of queen Eliz. p. 354. — 356. 

The . difliculty of the undertaking, and the author's apology for the at- 
tempt, p i. — vi, &c. 

Diet, by the day allowance for, to the feveral ranks and degrees in the 
army, an. 20. E. 3. p. 223. 

3 E Dover 
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Dover Port, inhibition to any but merchants pafling over the fca, but 

from that port, an. 19. E. 3. p. 258. 

Anno 20 E. 3. fcnt fixtecn fhips, 334 mariners, p. 337- 
Dortmouth, 20. E. 3. fent thirty-two fhips, 756 mariners, p. 339. 
Dornwickc, 20. E. 3. fent fix fliips, 102 mariners, p. 347- 
Dudley John, afterwards Vifcount Lifley, Earl of Warwick and Duke of 

Northumberland, admiral of England, &c. an. 34- H- 8. p. 100. and 

a&cond time, an. !• E. 6. p. 103. 
Dunkirk (hip protedion of, an. 21. H. 6. p 248. 

E. 
Edgar, king of England, collcded yearly an immenfe fleet to fcour the 

firitifh feas of all foreign fhips, p. 27. His ftile in the Charter of Foun- 
dation of Worcefter cathedral, p. 27. 
Elmham Sir William, Knt. admiral of the north, an. 3. R. 2. p. 46. 
Embafladors to the general Council, the Biihop of Lincoln and Prior of 

SuUan made, an i. H. 6. p. 275. 
Exeat regno ne, inhibitions, p, 255 — 261. 

Exchange bills of the firft inftance of remittances by, an. 12. H. 6. p. 320. 
Extracts from the Manufcripts, the Author's reafons for giving them, 

either in copy, purport or verfion ad libitum, p. xx. 
Embezzlement and concealment of cuftomers, fheriiFs or efcheators, &c. 

of the late king Richard the Second's efFe<5ls, petition of parliament 

for an enquiry as to, an. i. H. 4. p. 293. 
Exemption for eight years from all cuftoms, tolls, &c- granted to the 

Ifles of Guernfey, Jerfey, Sarkeand Aurency, an. 14. K. 2. p. 265. 

■ for twelve years de Kunagio, Numagio, Portagio, Parmagio, et 
Picagio to the Mayor, &c. of Tenby, i. H* 6. p. 276. 

Ethelred, king of England, circe 958, his method of raifing a navy, 

p. xxviii. 
Exportation, licence to Bifliop of Nantz and other Bretons of certain 

articles from three ports here to Britanny, 10. H. 6. p. 247* 
Export of corn limited, an. 15. H. 6, p. 253. 
Exportation of woollen yarn prohibited, an. 50. E. 3, p. 262. 

■ for licence of butter and cheefe to any port, an. 18. H. 6. p. 269. 
licence of to merchants of Newcaftle, 1000 facks of wool, an. 

1. H. 6. p. 274. 

Licence to merchants of Florence for 300 facks, and to Earl of 



Weftmoreland 500 facks, p* 275. 

Prohibited of wool, butter, cheefe, flicep, malt or beer, except 



to Almaign and Gafcony, to the value of the wine imported, 37. E-3» 
p. 296. 
Exmouth^ 20. E* 3, fent ten fhips, 193 marmers, p. 338,. F- 



N D E X. 



France, three eftates of, p. 147. 

Flanders, 20. E. 3. fourteen fhips, 133 mariners, p. 349. 

Ferrers Ralph, Knight, admiral of the north, an* 45« E. 3, p. 39. 

Ferrers Thomas, Knight, his indenture to defend and repair Gucmfey 

caille and the Ifles of Jerfey, Serke and Dureney, p. 135. 
Fees annual or rewards of officers military or civil apportioned to the rank 
^ • or degree of the holders, p. 225, 
Feoffees under king Henry the Fifth's will to appoint a cuflomer of 

Southton port, in fecurity for a debt to them from king Henry the Sixth 

of 60281. lent, II H. 6. p. 317. 
Feverfham, an. 20. E. 3. fent two fhips, fifty-three mariners, p. 337. 
l^itzwalter Robert, admiral of the north, an. 6. R. 2. p. 48. 
Fitsnoy Henry, Duke of Richmond and Somerfet, and Earl of Notting- 
ham, admiral of England, &c. an. 17. H. 8. p. 98. 
Fitzwilliam William, Knight, after Earl of Southampton, admiral of 

England, an. 28. H. 8, p. 99. 
F)mes Edward, Lord Clinton and Say, admiral of England, &c. an. 4. 

E. 6. and a fecond time, an. 3. and 4. Philip and Mary, p. 103 — 4. 
Frize clothes coarfe, petiticm to difcharge from fiibfidies and alnage, an. 

51.E.3.P. 303, 
Forfeiture of fhip or cdrgo, grounds of goods on board uncuflomed, p. 

249. extenuation of the penalty, an. 2. H« 4. p. 250* that their pardons 

may be allowed, an. 45. E. 3. p. 297. 
^' ' exporting timber or boards for fhip-building, an. 15. E. 3. p. 251. 

' frcightingprohibitcd goods or toor from prohibited ports, p. 252, ficc, 

— — freighting on foreign bottoms, p. 254. 
' a violent or cafual death on board, p. 255- 

— ■ fhipping wools the property of an alien as his own, ibidem. 

■ men at arms pafJing over feas without licence, p. 256 — 258. 

■ No perfbns whatever except merchants to leave the realm, but 
from Dover Port, an. 19. E. 3. p. 259. 

Foway, an. 20. E. 3. fent forty-feven fhips, 770 mariners, p. 339. 
Froiflart's Hiflory, the Author's reafons for making ufe of it, p. xvii. 

G. 

Gesford town to pay only four pence cuftom on every boat * of visual they 

fend to Calais, 13. R. 2. p. 294. 
Gangers of wine in Guienne exaft one penny per ton^ and yet rcfufc doing 

their office, p. 295, another, 4. R. 2. p. 310. 
Grey Richard, Lord Grey of Codnor, admiral of the north, an. 2. H. 4. 

p. 78. 3 E 2 Grevillc 



INDEX. 

Greville Mr. Fulk, Treafurer of the Navy, in 1599, an. 42. queen Eliz* 

p. 218. 
Gripncy, the court of, belonging to Dover Caftle and the Cinque Ports^ 

p. 162. 
Grimfby, 20. E. 3. fent eleven fhips, 171 mariners, p. 346. 
Gloucefter Duke of his indenture for Calais for nine years, an. 14. H. 6. 

p. 147. 
Governor of the merchants ftrangers to protect their rights, 23. E. 3. 

p. 292. 
Gloucefter Richard, Duke of, admiral of England, an. 2. E. 4. and again, 

an. 1 1 . Ed. 4. p. 94. and 96. 
Gloucefter the abbot, with Lord Haftings, delivers the Duke of Somerfet's 

credence to the king and parliament, an. 27. H. 6. p, 140. • 

Gold coUars fix, twenty-four of filver gilt, and fixty of plain filvcr pur- 
veyed by John Merfton at the fum of 1 ool. and fent to the Emperor to 

be diftributed in prefents at Bafil, an. 12. H. 6. p. 322. 
Gnns great, ufed in the defence of caftles, but not on (hip-board or in the 

field, an. 15. E. 3. p. 137. and 379. advantages derived from their in* 

troduftion and ufe in the navy to Europe, p. 351 . 
Guelderland, 20. E. 3. fent one ftiip, twenty-four mariners, p. 349. 
Guarantees of the treaties of peace figned at Paris between the kings of 

England and France, temp. Ed« imi. p. xxxi. 

H. 

Hailes Robert, Prior of St. John's Jerufalem, in England, admiral of the 

weft, 51. E. 3. p. 40. 
Haftings Lord, Chancellor of France, fent over with the Abbot of 

Gloucefter to deliver the Duke of Somerfet's credence to the king and 

parliament, p. 140. 
Hampton John, Mafter of the ordinance ordered, an. 8. H. 6. into 

France to furvey and arrange the king's ordinance there, p. 148, &c. 
Hans Towns complained of for their treatment of the Englifli merchants, 

an. 14. H. 6. p. 241. another petition of the Commons, an. 20. H» 

6, p. 243. 
— — Their merchants diipute the payment of the extra alien duty of 

three fliillings per ton on wine, an. i. H. 6, and the award, p» 277— ^ 

280. 
Haftings, 20. E. 3. fent five fhips, 96 mariners, p. 339. 
Hannil Hoke, 20. E. 3. fent feven fhips, .117 mariners, p. 34a. 
Hartlepool, 20. E. 3, fent fiveftjips, 145 mariners^ p. 343, 

Heron 
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Htron John, Efq; joint commiffioncr of the admiralty, an. 20. H. 6^ 

p, 88. 370. 
Herle Robert, Knight, admiral of England, 35. Edw. 3. p. 32. 
Hiftory, beneath its dignity to advert to the character and manners of pri* 

vate life, p. iii. 
Hiftory of this campaign compiled merely from the aftors and cotempory 

writers relations, p. xvii. ^ 

Hillary Roger, J^fticc of the King's Bench, exempted from naval array, 

an. 13. Ed. 3. rod the caufe, p. 181. 
Hythe, 20. E. 3. fent fix fhips, 122 mariners, p. 339. 
Howard John de, adnfiiral of the north, an. 21. E. 3. p. 26. 
Holand John, Earl of Huntindon, admiral of the weft, an. 12. and 13. 

R. 2. p. 68. 
Holland Edmund, Earl of Kent, admiral of England, an. 8. H. 4. p. 83. 
Holand John, Duke of Exeter and Earl of Huntindon, admiral of Eng« 

land, an. 14. H. 6. p. 88. 
Holand Henry, Duke of Exeter and Earl of Huntindon, admiral of Eng- 
land, an. 28. H. 6. p. 90. 
Howard John, Duke of Norfolk, admiral of England, &c. an. i. R. 3. 

p. 96. 
Howard Edward, Knt. admiral of England, &c. an. 4. H. 8. p. 97. 
■ his indenture with the king for that office, p. 203. 

Howard Thomas, Knt. Lord Howard, admiral of England, an. 5. H. 8, 

p. 98. 
Howard Lord William, after Baron Effingham, admiral of England, an. 

I. R. Marise, p. 103. 
Howard Charles, Baron Effingham, Great Admiral of England for life, 

an. 27. Eliz. p. 104. 
Hope fent, 20. E. 3. two fhips, 59 mariners, p. 337. 
Hoke, an. 20. E. 3. fent eleven ftiips, 208 mariners, p, 340. 
Holdernefs, Yorkfhire, feveral ports and towns here fwallowed up by the 

fea, p. 344. 
Hundreds to be fued for the depredation and plundering of the Tewkef- 

bury barges qpon the Severn by men of the Foreft of Dean, an. 8. H. 

6. p. 326. 
HuUe, 20. E. 3: fent iixteen (hips, 466 mariners, p. 343. 

J. and I. 

Inaccuracy in fpelling and grammar in ancient manufcript accounted for, 
p. vii. 

Ifabella, 
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liabella^ confort of king Richard the Second, her pafTage by Tea to be 

reftored to her father Charles, king of France, p. 162. 
Impreft naval, an. 13. E. 3. and an. 12. R. 2. p. 167 — 9. Petitions of Par- 
liament againft it, p. 169 — 71. 
Indenture, Duke of Gloucefter, for the ward of Calais, an. 14. H. 6« 

p. 147. 
Indenture of the Earl of Salifbury for the ward of Carlifle, Berwick and 

the eaft and weft marches towards Scotland, an. 12. H. 6. p. 150 

to 157. 
Iver Sir William, joint commiffioner of the admiralty, an. 20. H. 6. p. 

88. 369. 
Indenture between king Edward the Third and Thomas de Ferrars, Knt. 

forthefupply of Guernfey caftle, p. 135. 
Impreft naval mode of, an. 21. H. 6. p. I7i — 5. 
Indenture between queen Elizabeth and Edward BarefTe, as vi(5tualler of 

the navy, p. 212. 
Increafe of the royal navy or of the king's own fhips, in the fixteenth 

century, as per lifts paflim, p. 354, &c. 
Ives St. river of, petition againft the eredion of three mills upon, an, 51. E« 

3. p. ^02. ^ 
Ilfercombe ftiips fix, 79 mariners, p. 340. 
Ireland, 20. E. 3. fent one (hip, 184 mariners, p. 349. 
Irifti petition for a free mutual traffic and intercourfe with Portugal, an. 

^.R. 2. p. 305. 
Jpfwich, 20. 3. E. fent three ftiips, 62 mariners, p. 347. 
Importation of cloth of gold, jewels or furs, and exportation of ftaple 

wares, to find furety of 1 2s. in the pound to the Tower of London, 

an. 2. R. 2. p. 304. 
Inftruftions from the King's Council to the Lords going into France, an. 

6. H. 6. fo far as relates to the eftates or parliaments then held in France 

and in Normandy, p- 145. 
Judgment of the Lords of the Council againft the Abbot of St. Auftin 

for piracy, an. 4. H. 6. d. 235. 
Juries,- half foreigners hair denizens, in low difputes between merchants 

ftrangers and denizens, 20. E. 3. p. 292. 
Jannaye's the petition againft their having harboured and affifted the Sara- 
cens in their depredations on thelfieof Rhodes, 20. H. 6. p. 246. 

L. 

Language ancient of Englifli, or Norman compofition its charafters, p. vi; 

Lancafter Henry Plantagenet Duke of, admiral of the weft, an. 25. E. 

3. p. 29. Lancafter 
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Lancafter Thomas Plantagenct dc, admiral of England, an. 6. H. 4. p. 81/ 

Lancaftcr John Plantagenct dc, Duke of Bedford, admiral of England, 
an. 5. H. 6. p. 85. 

Learning, the ftate of, before the invention of the prefs, p. vii. 

Leyburn William, admiral of England, an. 13. Ed. 2. p. 12. 

Leiburn Robert de, admiral of the weft, an. 10. E. 2. p. 13. 

Leopel Robert de, admiral of the weft, an. 17. E. 3. p. 25. 

Legnam Roger de, admiral of the weft, an. 8. E. 3. p. 20. 

Letters of Privy Seal to the^ cuftomers of all the ports to bring m 
their books, rolls, tallies, moneys, &c. to the Exchequer, and to 
ftop all payments until the Michalmas enfueing, an. 11. H. 6. 

^ P- 319 

Lee port, 20. E. 3. (ent two (hips, 24 mariners, p. 337. 

Lemye, 20. E. 3. fent nineteen fhips, 382 mariners, p. 346. 

Lincoln, petition of four counties, that the ftaple be held there, and not 

at St. Buttolph's, an, 50. E, 3, p. 262. 
Licence to the Chancellor, Privy Seal and Treafurer to grant fafe-condufl: 

and fafeguard to any alien merchants, hoftages and prifoners, with their 

fervants at difcretion, as to continuance of time or number, an. 4. and 

10. H. 6. p. 312. 
Licence to the Marcels, matters of Roan mint to export fifty fodders of 

lead to refine filver there, an. 5. H. 6. p. 313. 
Licence to certain men to go and ferve under the king of Denmark, an. 

5. H. 6. p. 313. 
Licence to the Treafurer to give to alien merchants farther time, ad libi. 
Libitum, to pay their cuftoms and fubfidies, an. 5. H. 6. p. 314. 
Lyme, 20. E. 3. fent four fhips, 62 mariners, p. 337. 
Lymington, 20. E. 3. fent nine ftiips, 159 mariners, p. 340. 
London Robert de, admiral of the weft, &c. an. poft 16. Ed. 2. p. i8* 
Loveyn Joflelyn, fon and heir of the Duke of Brabant, married Agnes 

Percy and took her name, p. 41. 
Loan to king Edward the Third, an. 14. by certain Bifhops, Lords and 

Knights, of 20,000 fack of wool, p. 284. 
Lock at Hambledon and other locks and obftrudions upon the Thames, 

the watermen of London petition againft, an. 50. E. 3. p. 300. 
London, the city petition that no ftranger be a broker or fell merchandize 

there by retail, an. 50. p. 301. 
Lombards falfely pretending to be of the company of Abertines or of 

Stroze to obtain credit and defraud, petitioned againft, an. 50. E. 3. 

p. 302^ 

London 
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London Port fupplied to the armament, 2d* E. 3. twenty-five (hips, 662 

mariners, p. 336. 
Looe, 20. E. 3. fent twenty (hips, 315 mariners^ p. 339, 
Loans of money for fetting forth the armament for Guienne, 20* H. 6. 

P- 373- 

M. 

Manufcripts ancient, their fimplicky of compofition, their ufes in tracing 

fafts, fucceflions and rights, and in compiling hiflory, p. x. &c. 
March the Earl of, offer to himfelf or at his option to his deputy, of the 

Lords of the Regency, an. i. H. 6. for the Lieutenancy of Ireland, 

according to their refpe(flive degrees and his appointment, p. 226 and 7. 
Manny Sir Walter de, admiral of the north, an. 11. and 22. Ed. 3. p. ' 

21, and 26. 
Manning the king's (hips, proportion of mariners and foldiers in p. no. 
Mafters and mariners, their pay and vidlualling charge, an. 20. H. 6. 

p. 116. 
Mann Olavus king of the Ifle of Warden of, the fea-coafts of England, 

an. 19. H. 3. p. 379. 
Mafters and mariners that they may be paid wages and for their tackling 

from their arreft, an. 47. E. 3. p. 298. 
' Petition againft outrageous taking of wages of mafters or mariners, 

14. R. 2. p. 307. 
Maydeftone fent, an. 20. E. 3. two (hips, 51 mariners, p. 337. 
Margate fent fifteen fhips, 160 mariners, p. 337. 
Maldon, 20. E. 3. fent two (hips, 32 mariners, p. 349. 
Merchants of England's petition againft the Mafters of Pruce and the 

Hans Towns, an. 14. H. 6. p. 241. 
Merchants twelve of Dunkirk licence to land the cargo of the (hip Gabriel 

and to recharge here, p. 248. 
Merchants foreign,. freely to import and fell in exchange for our wools, 

an. 28. E. 3- p. 292. 
cuftomers to difpatch them and credit their letters and oaths for 

the price of their wares. 

-A governor of fuch merchants to be appointed, and if aliens in 



their difputes at law, the Jury to be half foreigners half denizens, 

p. 292. 

MeiTcs, confifting of one Mafter and twenty mariners each, the number 

to be fupplied by the different Cinque Ports when called upon, p. 160. 

/ Merchants 
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Merchants alien, to give fecurky to buy and export Englifh commodities 
to half the value of their imports, an. 14. R. 2. p. 265. 

Merchant every, to bring to Calais, one ounce of gold for every fack 
of v^ool bought at the ftaple in England, an. 15. R. 2. p. 265. and 
an. 20. R. 2. one ounce of gold of foreign coin to the Tovirer as before^ 
p. 266. 

In difputcs between merchants, ftrangers and denizens, the Jury to be 
half foreigners and half denizens, an. 28. E. 3. p. 292. 

-1 — —-freely to export the Norfolk fingle worfted, enai9:ed i3r R. 2. 

P- 294. 

none to be impeached of overplus of weight after the king's. 



cuftomers have weighed the fame, an. i3,R. 2. p. 294* 

none to buy lefs than 100 tons of wkie in Gafcony, an. 4. E. 3. 



p. 298. 

Englifh petition to be anfwered of the Scotch goods here for their 



goods taken in Scotland, an. 26.^ E. 3. p. 305. 

Petition to have the ad of 20. R. 2. repealed relating to bullion,. 



an. 21. R. 2. p. 308- 
Merfey (Ifle) 20. E. 3. fent thirteen (hips, 303 mariners,, p. 347. 
lyiorley Robert de, admiral of the north, an. 13. E. 3. p. 22. and an. 14.. 

15. and 16. E. 3. p. 24, and 25.. 
Monte Gonrico de John, admiral of the weil, an. 16. E. 3. and an. 2X» 

E. 3. p. 25. and p. 380. 
Moleton, Moulton or Molton, Knight, or Muleton Thomas de, admiral 

of England^ ?in. 48* H. 3. p. 8. 378". 
Morley John de, admiral of the north, an. 21. E. 3. p.-26- 
Montague William, Earl of Saram> admiral of the weft, 50. E- 3. p.. 

39- 
Montorment fent 20.^ E. 3. two fhips, 23 mariners, p. 337. 

MuUbroke, 20.^ E. 3^ fent one fhip,, twelve mariners, p, 342* 

N. 

Navy of England the general' ftate of, at different periods from Julius^ 

Caefar*s dcfcent on this ifland to the reign of king Edward the Third,, 

p. xxiv. 
Anno 26. E. 3. all nations held the King Lord of the fea, p. 176. 
Navy maintained or kept by certain cuftoms fpecifically appropriated, audi 

affigned, p. 187, and p. 192, 
r~— Such culloms impofed without affent of parliament, an* 20. E. 3. 

complained of, p. 187. 

3^ P Navy 



INDEX- 

Navy, cuftoms granted by parliament, an. ii. R. 2. and 31. H. 6. for 
the king's life, p, 187. 

a new import of 6d. per ton on every (hip pafling for keeping Scar- 
borough, p. 18&, and 381. 

general obfervations relating to the, and its decay, p. 354, &c, 

maintenance of, petitioned for by the Commons, 16- Ri. 2- p. 293. 

caufes of the decay of, three principally, 45. E. 3. and 46. E. 3. 
p. 297. 

En^lifli conftitution of, general outline nearly the fame, from the 

reign of king Edward the Third to queen Elizabeth's, p. 107. 

-" No confiderable navy of king's fhips nor of larger fize than a thou- 

fand tons, nor of a ftronger conftru(flion for war merely, kept up during 
that period of 270 years, p. no. 353, &c. 

Englifli lift of, an, 4. H. 5. 141 5. p- 1x3. 

— — and ordinance of, an. 20. H. 6. 144 1. p. 115. 

-^ in the Thames, not in commiflion, an. 9. H. 8. 1517. p. 122. 

(hips for the fummer feafon, an. H. 8. their tonnage, with their 



complement of foldiers, gunners and mariners, p. 123. 

fhips for the winter feafon, with ditto, an. H. 8. p. 124. 

in the beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign, with ditto, p. 125* 

another lift, circiter an. 31. Elizabethae, 1588, with ditto, p. 197. 



Navy, method of raifing a navy adequate to the emergency, 
firft, by fummons to the Cinque Ports, p. 132. 

proclamations of ditto, p. 162, &c. 

fecondly, by fummons to other particular ports or the ports in gc« 

neral, p. 132- 

proclamation, of ditto, p. 164, &c» 
■ ■ > thirdly, by naval impreft, p. 133- 

proclamations of ditto, p. 164, &c. 
Navy furveyor's report of the ftate of all the fliips, an. 6. E. 6. p 194^ 
Navy receipts and dift)urfements. Accountant General's ftatement of, for 

fix years, 1589 to 1594, p. 196. 
Navy expenditure, an. 4. H. 4. 141 5. p. 191- 

an. 8. H. 6. 1429. p. 192. 

an. 20. H. 6. p. 1441. p. 192. 

Navy eftimate of rigging, ftores, viftualling the Englifli fleet, circ. an» 

1600, an. 43. queen Eliz. p. 218^ 
Navy of England general obfervations upon, p. 350. to 368. 
Navy of England, the ancient ftatf of, contraftcd with the prcfcn^ 

P- 3^5- 

Nantz 
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Nantar, Bifliop of, and others licence to export to Britanny certain articles, 
an. ID. H. 6. p. 247. 

Neville John, Knt. Baron of Raby, admiral of the north, an. 44. E, 3. p. 34. 

Neville William, Knt. admiral of the north, an. 46. E. 3. p. 39. 

Neville Richard Earl of Warwick and Sarum, joint commiffioner of the 

- admiralty, an. 32. H. 6. p. 92, and 334. mentioned as appointed ad- 
miral, but no date of year or appointment in Otho, E. ix. p. 93. 

Neville William, Earl of Kent, and B. Falconberg admiral of England, 
2. E. 4* p. 95* 

Neville Richard, Earl of Warwick and Sarum, admiral of England, an* 
49* H. 6. p. 95* 

Newmouth, 20. E. 3. fent twofhips, 18 mariners, p. 339. 

Newcaftle upon Tyne, 20. E. 3. fent twenty- feven mips, 314 mariners, 

P- 343- 
Norwich John de, admiral of the north, an. 8. and 10. E. 3. p. 20. 

Norwich merchants may export their fingle worftcds without referve, 1 3^ 

R. 2, p. 294. 
Norfolk John Duke of, admiral of England, an. i. R. 3. p. 96. 
Normandy, three eftatesof, p. 1447 145. 

•^ ruinous ftate of the Englifh forts there, p. 14 3, 

North fleet, an. 20. E. 3. returned from 31 ports, &c. 217 fbips, 4521 

mariners, p. 349. 
■ fleet of foreign fhips returns thirty- feven fliips, 827 mariners, p. 

349- • . 

Nonchethe fent, 20. E. 3, five (hips, 49 mariners, p. 337. 

O. 

Olarus, king of the Ifle of Marin made, warden or admiral of the fca- 

coafts, an. 19. H. 3. p. 379. 
Order to provide cannon, ftone balls, &c. for Breft caftle, an. primo RL 

2. p. 139. 

de accelerando arreftationem navium, 20. E. 3. p. 205. 

— . — to certain Matters of fhips to arreft Matters and mariners for the 

. fleet, an. 2. Ed. 4. p. 208. 

' to certain commiflioners de fuperintendendo the arrett of ihipe,. 

Matters and mariners for the fleet and its fupply of rigging, tackling 

and viiftuals, an. 2. E. 4. p. a 10. 
Ordinance made at Haftings, an. 2. Regis Johannis, p. xxxv^ 

3 F 2 Ordinance 
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Ordinance in France farvcyed, &c. by John Hamton, Mailer of Ac 
king's ordinance by commiflion, an. 8. H. 6. p. 148 — 150. 

Ordinance leflcr, purveyance of bows> quivers of arrows and ftrings for 
the defence of the Englifb pofleffions in France, an. 10. H. 6. p. i^j^ 

Ordinance for the keeping of the navy, an. to. H. 6. p. 115 — 122. 

Ordinance office in the Tower its fixed ordinary expenditure in the reigns 
of the Edwards, p. 1 37. 

Ordinance great of the kings, conveyed by (hips itnprefled from Sandwych 
to the Tower of London, an. 16. E. 3. p. 138. 

Order of naval impreft to convey 200 ftone balls, for the cannon from 
Follcefton quarry to the Tower of London, p. 139. 

Officers fuperior and inferior the number and pay ia a (hip of 250 ma- 
riners in queen Elizabeth's reign, p. 198. 

Offices, appointments to of, admiral and marfhal, an. 21. R, 2. notified 
by the king to parliament, p. 308. 

Ooze commiffioners of confervancy of the river of, petitioned for, 21. E- 
3. p. 291. 

Orford, 20. E. 3. fent thirteen (hips, 303 mariners, p, 347. 

P. 

Pay in the navy, the Lord Admiral and his lieutenant only at a ftated 

annual fee, p. 189. 
— The Maftcrs and mariners only paid at the ftri(flly marine rate and what, 

p. 222. 
— The Captains, Under- captains, Knights, Efquires, men at arms and 

archers fervingon board, paid at the land rate and what, p. 223. 
Pay of the admiralty eftablifhment per annum, p. 190, the Lord Admiral, 

total expenceof the navy, an. 4. H. 4. p. 191, ditto, 20. H. 6. p. ii6. 

and ditto, 8. H. 6, p. 192. 
Pay of all offices civil, military and naval, apportioned to the rank and 

not the duties of the refpeftive offices, p. 224* pay of Lords of Council, 

2. H. 6. p. 225. agreement of terms conditional for the Lieutenancy of 

Ireland, p. 227. 
Pay of the Welch foldiers, one 3d. fefs than of the Englifli, p. 224. 
Parliaments held in Normandy and in France, an. 9* H. 6, p- 145, &c* 
Paflage free oyer fea to all paying half a mark petition for, 21 . E. 3. p. 259. 
Plantagenet Thomas, after Duke of Clarence, admiral of England, an. 

6* H. 4. p. 81^ 
Plantagenet Richard, brother to king Edward the Fourth, admiral of 

England, an« 2. E. 4. p. 94. appointed again, an. 11. E. 4. p. 96, 
Palmer Sir Henry, Comptroller of the Navy, an. 1600, p. 218- 

Paflage 
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Paflage warrant for payment of the Duke of Bedford and retinue to France, 

5. H. 6. p. 310. 
Payment warrant for of 10,000 marks to William Leventhorp and William 

Burgh, Tellers of th^ Exchequer, to be remitted to the king ia France, 

an. lo, H. 6, p. 316. 
Prefs, the advantages of, p, ix. 
Period of king Edward the Third's reign laid the foundation of our national 

glory in arms, and the outline of our prefent conftitution, p, xiii. 
Perbran John^de, admiral of the north, an. lo. and 16. E. 2, p. 17, &c. 
Perbran Thomas de, admiral of the north, an. i.Ed. 3, p. 19, 
Percy Thomas, Knt. admiral of the north, an. 2- R* 2. p^ 40. and an. 

8. R. 2. p. 53. 
Percy family of, its different branches, Tadcafter, Warram, p, 42. Len- 

nington and Killdale in Yorkftiire, 43, its fuperior weight and pre-emi- 
nence there, an. 13. E. 3. p. 43. 
Percy Thomas, married the daughter and coheir of David Strabolgie Earl 

of Athol, in whofe right Henry his fon became Earl of Athol, p. 46. 
Percy Henry Earl of Northumberland, admiral of the north, an. 7. R, 

2. p. 52. 
Percy Thomas Earl of Worcefter, admiral of England, an. 22. R. 2. 

P-77- 
Petition of the Commons againft taking up the merchants (hips, an. 46. 

E. 3. p. 176* 
Pettiwacche or guard of the fea--coafts, p. 180. and 183. 
Petition of the Commons againft the treatment of the Englifh merchants 

in the Mefnc Hans Towns, an* 14. H. 6. p. 241^ 

■ another, an. 20. H. 6. p. 243. 

■ to Parliament againft the Janneyes for aflifting the Saracens in 
committing depredations upon the Ifle of Rhodes, an. 20. H. 6. p. 246. 

of the Commons to repeal commiflions to towns to build Ihips 



granted without affent of parliament, an. 2. H. 4- p. 273. 
Prefton Chriftopher remits to the king 850L upon delivery to him of 50 

of the king's prifoners in the Tower, an. i. H. 6. p. 276. 
Petition of Commons that the king take only two tons of wine as prife 

out of every ftiip coming into port Englifli, an. i. H, 4. p. 282. 
' of the Commons againft Tyddeman's engrofling all the tin of 

Cornwall, 21. E. 3. p. 286. 

againft the new cuftom upon cloths exported as fpecified, an. 21 • 



E. 3. p. 287. 

Petition 
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l^etition againft foreftallers, regrators, hoftelcrs, &c. of wares, fifli, wlne^ 

and corn, 35. E. 3. p. 296. ! 

Prizes taken at fea how to be divided, 20- H. 6. p.224, and an. 4-11. 8. p- 

204. and 229* and commiflioners appointed to adjuft the divifion, and to 

compofea mutiny and feceffion of part of the fleet, an- 13. E. 3. p. 228. I 

Piracy, mode of proceeding againft if by the king's fubjedls, p. 230. and 235- 
■ if by foreigners, p. 237. and 239. 

Privy Council ab origine the ultimate judges in prize caufes, p. 232. , 

Printed book, meaning of that expreflion in the records, and mode of paf- 

fing ftatutes in the fourteenth century, p. 249. 
Prices of a variety of implements and other articles for the navy in queen 

Elizabeth's reign, p. 220. 
Prifoners, the admiral to anfwer one half to the king for all taken, anv 

4. H. 8. p. 205. 
warrant of delivery of fifty prifoners in the Tawer to Chriftopher 

Prcfton in difcharge of S^ol. an. i. H. 6. p.. 276. 

the Duke of Aurelian his Wardfhip given to Sir Thomas Cum- 



berworth, at twenty ihiDings per day, for the fame Wardfhip, id. ibidl 
Plymouth, 20. E. 3. fent twenty-fix fhips, 603 mariners, p. 339. 
Procurators erf the maritime ftates of Europe towards contraventions of 

the treaty of peace between England and France, tempore Edwardi pri- 

mi, p. xxix. 
Ports, general fummons to provide (hipping to afifemble at a day and port 

named, p. 164. 
Pomadre, or probably gunpowder, the purveyance of thirty-two tons 

remitted to Thomas de BrockhuU, p. 1 37. 
the purveyance of thirty tons for Jerfey caftle, engaged for by 

Thomas Ferrers, Knt. p. 136. 
Popham Sir Stephen^ joint commifiiioner of the admiralty-, an. 20. H. 6.. 

p. 88. and 369. 
Prohibition to export timber for fliip-buildingy 15^. E. 3. p. 251. 
' to export woollen cloths, except by the merchants of PruflGia and 

Portugal, 15. H. 6. p. 252. 

to export corn when above 6s. and 8d. per quarter wheat, and 



three (hillings barley, 15. H. 6. p. 253. 

to Englifli merchants to export in foreign bottoms their goods. 



15. R. 2. p. 254. 

Pole Michael dela, Knt. admiral of the north, an. 51. E. 3. p. 39. 
Pole William de la. Marquis and Earl of Suffolk, admiral of England, 

'&c. an. 25* H. 6. ^' 89. 

Proclamation 



INDEX. 

r 

IVodamation to the Sheriff of Effcx, &c, tofupply the fleet with certain 

naval ftores, an. 14. E. 3. p. 135. 
Ports weftern fupplied feventy (hips to the armament, an 13. E. 3. p. 165. 
Proted:ion of a (hip, cargo, &c. of Dunkirk, an, 2. H. 6. p. 248. 
Proclamations ne cxeant regno made by the Sheriffs of London, 16. E. 3. 

p. 256. 
■ by the Sheriff <>f Kent, -&c; an. 4. E 3. p. 257. 

by the Warden of- the Cinque Ports, p. 258. 
by the Sheriff of Kent ne exeant ulli nifi de portu Dover, an. 

19. E. 3, p. 259. 
Protedlion form of, tem, H^ 4. to the fifhermen of France, within cer- 
tain limits, p. 382. 
Ditto to thofe of Holland, Zealand and Switzerland to fifh off Yarmouth, 

ibid. 
Protedion to five Lords, &c. going over into France, an. i. H* 6. p. 276. 
— ^— to the Flemifh merchants, their fadlors, &c* to trade throughout 

England, and the fame to the merchants of Holland and Zealand, an. 

6, H. 6. p. 314. 

to Caftilian Embaffadors and their retinue, an. 7. H. 6. and the 



fame Xo the counfellors and principal officers going ov^r into France, 

an. 8. H. 6. p. 315. 
Power to the Duke of Bedford .to export gold, filver, jewels, in ingots, 

or plate, ad libitum, during his regency in France, an. lo. H. 6. 

p. 316. 
■ • ■ to the Archbifliop of York, Embaffadoi; to the Pope and general 

xouncil, to carry out 2000I. in corn and 500 marks in plate or mafs, an. 

ii.H. 6. p. 318. 
Portfmouth, 20. E. 3. fcnt five (hips, 96 mariners, p. 339. 
Poole, 20. E. 3. fent four fhips, 94 mariners, p. 340. 
Potterickftone, 20. E. 3. fent two fhips, 27 mariners, p. 341, 
P.olerwan, fent one 4hip, 61 mariners, p. 341* 

R. 

Radyngton John, Prior of St. John's of Jerufalem in England, admiral 

of the weft, an. 8. R. 2. p. 54. 
Ravenfec, 20, E. 3. fent one ihip, 27 mariners, p. 344. 
Reftitution of a Breton ballinger afiigned to John Stafford Privy Seal, an. 

I. H. 6. p. 232. 
■ ■ of a Spanifli ihip and condemnation of the cargo taken by Ni-^ 

cholas Damory, an. 2U E. 3, p* 233. 
Reftitution of wines pirated at fca by the Abbot of Canterbury, 4. H. 6. 

p. 235, Reftitution 
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Reflitution of a galley of Catalonia, by order of Council, an. 5 H. 6. 

p. 236. 
application for reftitution of the Salwe fliip and cargo to the 

Earl of Flanders, an»4- E. 3. p- 237. 

a like demand to William Earl of Hainaish of Stephen Allen's 



(hip, an. 4. E. 3. p. 239. 
Rcmpton Sir Thomas, admiral of the weft, an. 2. H. 4. Conftable of the 

Tower and Knight of the Garter, and his death, p. 78. 
Retaliation mode of, on refufal of (hips unjuftly taken by any foreign 

power, p. 238. 
ReynewcU John, Mayor of the ftaple of Calais^ his fpeech before Council 

9. H. 6. p. 268. 
Rival Peter de, admiral of England, Treafurer and Chamberlain of the 

Exchequer, 15. H- 3. p. 7. 
Rye, 20. E. 3. fent nine fhips, 156 mariners^ p. 339. 
Roxborough Caftle, for its reparation and purveyance of artillery, 100!. 

allowed by the Council, an. 12. H- 6. p> 150. 
Rotrid Thomas, admiral of the weft, an. io» Ed. 3. p. 20. 
Rufl'ell William de, admiral of the north, an. 17. E. 3. p. 25. 
Rupibus John de, admiral of the weft, an. 5. R. 2* p. 48. and an. 12. R. 

2.- p. 71. 
Rutland Edward Plantagenet Earl of, and of Cambridge,, admiral of 

England, an. 15. R..2.. p. 72. 
Rufllll John, Eques auratus, Lord Ru0ell, admiral of England, &c. an.. 

32.. H. 8. p. 100. 
Rhodes the Ifle of, depredations committed there by the Saracens and* 

the Janneyes complained of, an^20. H. 6.. p^ 246- 
Rumney, 20..E- 3.-^ fent four fhips,. 65 mariners, p. 339. * 

S. 

State of king Henry the Sixth's dominions in France the twenty-feventh^ 

year of his reign, p. 140 — 145. 
Salifbury Earl of, appointed Warden of the eaftand weft m^arches towards 

Scotland, an. 12. H. 6. p. 150-. joint commiffioner of the admiralty,, 

an. 32. H. 6, p. 92.. 
Stains Galfred, admiral of the weft,, an. 10. E..3.. p. 21.. 
Say Galfrecjus Dominus de, admiral, an.^. 13. vice , p.. 23- and an». 

10. E. 3. P..380.. 
Stapylton Miles> Efq; joint commiiSoner of the admiralty, 20.^ H. 6. p.. 

88. 369. ^ ^ 

Shares^ 
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Shares dead mens allowed in a Ihip of looo tons, an. 4.'H. j. p. ^04^ 
. Statutes, the mode of pafling and meaning of the words printed book ui 

the records, p. 249. 
Salmon deilrudtion of, and erection of mills, wiers, &c. on rivers that 

the ftatute made againft may be obferved> cfiaded^ 25. E» 3, p* 296« 
Salmon, regulations for the prefervatipn of, 3}* £• 3* p. 299. 
Staple revoked, an. 8. E. 3, p. 283, 

The Aatvite fixing the ftaple at partlcii|ar towns, an. 27. E. 3, p. 261 » 
The lame confirmed^ an^ 29* £•» 3, p. t62* 
Staple ware, the king allowed by parliament to export to any port befides 
Caleys, for a time, an. 5. R» 2, p. 263, and in confeqiience the ftaplc 
opened to all merchants wh»tevqo p* 264* 

Enaded that the ftaple fhall be holden in England, an« 9. R. Z9 

p. 264, and an. 14. R. 2. and an. i. H. 4» removed to Calais, p. 

266. Provifions enadted for the ftaple at Calais, an. 27. H. 6* p* 270. 

Sandwych Port, king Edward the Third with his armanaent 13459 July 

3d. embarked at and fet £ul for France, p? 329. 
— — fent an. 20. E. 3. twenty- two (hips, 504 mariners, p, 337* 
Swanfea, 20. £» 3. fent one (bip, !Z9 mariners, p^ 340*. 
Salt fleets 20. E« 3. fent two (hips, 49 mariners, p. 345* 
Scardborough, 20. E. 3. ient one ihip, 19 mariners, p* 347. 
Spain, 20.^*3. ient feven (hips, 184 mariners, p« 349. 
Spelling the uncertainty of in ancient maaufcripts ac(;punt€;d for, p. viiu « 
Snrewibuiy John T^bot Earl of, joint commiilloner pf the adqiir^Uy* ^nt 

yt. H. 6. p« 92. 
Seymour Thomas (de Sandto Mauro,) Lord AdmiraJ of Engka^, Scc^n* 

1. E. 6. p. I02. 
Sea-coafts, Petition of the Comnions that per(bas hdding kods. 4rHere 

fhould reiide upon the fame, an« 13. E. 3* p. 182. 
JSea-coaft guard pf, Conxnons p^ition tMt it be made at the king^s ^hargf: 
as promifed, p. 182. 

That f^di as are charged (bould be difcharged from the land ^rra|^> 
' pv 183. 

That the guard called Pettiwacche may be tedjiced on? \i0\(, p. 1S4. 
Severn, that obftrudtipns upon that river may be removed, 4i5» £• 3^ p. 
298. 

■ another petition, an. 51. £• 3. p. 303. new taxes imppfed \?f 
BriftoU Chcpltow, Worccfter and GlouceftfiTf the counties of S»l<^/ 
Stafford and Herefordihire petition againft, 2. H^ 4. p« 309. 

1 G Sfiton^ 
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Scton, 20. E, 3. fent two (hips» 25 mariners, p* 337. 

Sea-ports and towns fevcral on the coaft of Holdernefs in Yorkfliire, at 

Fiflimark, UpTall, Pptterflcct, Tharlethordei Redwaye^ and Pcnny- 

thorpe, fwallowed up by the fea, p. 344. 
Ships different rates of, their complement of men, an- 23* H. 6- p. 126* 
Ships taken from the enemy not to be difperbled or divided until con-* 

demned as prizes, within fix months, p. 118. 

One with goods therein, bow. departed and (hared, p. 1x9, 

Captams or men abient from tliHr ibip? to be difallowed their wages . 

for the time, unlefs they appoint deputies approved, p. izu 
Owners of /hips taken into the king's fer^ice allowed 3s. and 4jd« per 
ton, for every three months* p* i/i- 
Ships raifed by fummons manned and vidhialled at the charge of the ports 

and irom the day of jundtion with the admiral taken into the king's 

pay, p. 164. 
Ships, oldcommiflion, to fell at Southamoton, i. H* 6. p. 273. 
Ships freighted with wine^ the king to have from each oiily two tons 

prize, p. 282> 
Spigurnell Ralph, tidmiral of England, an. 38. E. 3. p. 35. 
Ships great with four ftages their complement of mariners, an. 2o. H. 

6. each, to be attended with a ballinger, a barge, and a fpinace, p« 1 14. 
Spinnace, its complement of mariners, an. 20. H. 6. p. 1 16. 
Snipes charge of four at fea and ten in port, an. 6« E. 6. p. 193. 
Shipping, Surveyor's report of the ftate of, an, 6. E. 6« p. 194* 
Ships put into comniimon every year for eight months, or a lefler dme 

only, as wanted, p. 220. 
^hip Spanish, Sir Nicholas Damory's prize, an. 21. Ed. 3. how adjudged 

and difpo^of, p. 233. 
Ship of Catalonia de-arrefted and difcharged, an. 5* H. 6. p. 236. 
Ship Sal we of London, captured by Flemifh pirates, reftitution demanded, 

an. 4. E. 3. p. 237. 
Shipping of England decline of, an, «. Queen Eliz. p. 358.» 
■ the greater part of included in the armament, 20. E. 3. p. 354^ 

Ships of the king's, an. 20. E. 3. are twenty-five, 409 mariners, p. 336, 
Sidemouth, 20. E, 3. fen t three (hips, 62 mariners, p. 338. 
Swyn fleet, 20. E. 3. fentone/hip, 11 mariners, p. 345. 
Svryn Humber, 20. E. 3. fenttwo fliips, 32 mariners, p. 349. 
Somerfet Duke of, his atcount of Englifh poflefifions in Normandy« an« 

27. VL, 6. p, 140. 
Stourton John Lord, joint commifiioner of the admiralty, an. 32. H. 6. 

p« 92« Storehoufea 
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Storehoufes naval four, viz. at RadclifFc, Rochcftcr, Portfmouth and Dover, 

for vidlualling the navy, an. circ. 7. Queen Eliz. p. 213* 
Scot Robert, Lieutenant of the Tower of London, an. i. H*6. p. 27^. 
South fleet, 20. E. 3. from fifty ports returned 493 (hips, 9030 mariners, 

Shoram, 20. E. 3. fent twenty {hips, 329 mariners, p- 339. 

Soforde, 20. E. 3. fent fiveiliips, 80 mariners, p. 339. 

Southamton, 20. E. 3. fent twenty-one ihips, 576 mariners, p. 340^ 

StockkytJie, 20. E. 3. fent one (hip, ten mariners, p. 345. 

Study of ancient manufcripts, its difficulties and difcouragements, Intr« 

p. ii. and iii. 

Its benefits and advantages, Intr. p. v* 
Suffolk Robert de Ufford Earl of, admiral of the north, an. i8* and 19. 

Ed. 3. p. 25, 
Subfidy of poundage, mode of aiTefiing fettled by Council, 1 2. H. 6. p. 287. 
Sturmy John, admiral of the north, an. 18. E.2. p. 18. 
Stuart Charles, Duke of York, in reverfion admiral of England, &c. an. 

9. Jacob], p. 105. 
Surveyors of the Englifh navy's report of the ftate of the fliips, an. 6. E. 

6. p. 194. 
Subfidy of wine, petition to fix it at twenty pence pet ton, 16. R. 2# 

Swanfea, 20. E. 3. fent one /hip, twenty-nine mariners, p. 340. 

Swyn fleet, 20. E. 3. fent one /hip, eleven mariners, p. 345. 

Swyn Humber, 20. E. 3. fent two (hips, thirty-two mariners, p. 349. 

T. 

Traytor Thomas de, admiral of the north, an. 12. Ed. 3. p. 22. 
Thames, commiflion of confervancy for the river of, granted, 21. E, 3. 

p. 291. 
Tamwordi Nicholas, Eques auratus, admiral of the north, an. 43. E. 3^ 

P- 34- 
Trade free of wool, fome counties petition for between Normandy and 

South ton, 17. R. 2, p. 308. 
Taxes new impoied upon the navigation of the river Seveme> petition 
' againft, 2. H. 4. p. 309. 

TruflcU William de, admiral of the weft, an. 13. E. 3. p. 23. 
Trent and Tees, commiflion. of confervancy of the rivers of, granted, 

21. E. 3. p. 291. 
Treafurer of the navy's ftatement of receipts and diiburiements for fix 

years, from 1589 to 15949 an. 37. Eliz« p. 196* 

3 G 2 Treafurer 



INDEX- 

Treafarer of* the navy's account for the thirty-firft year of Qiiecn Eliza* 

beth, p, 197. 
Trevor Mr. John, Surveyor of the Navy, ^S99> an. 42. Eliz. p. 2j8. 
Teutonicus Walrandus and Hamo de Crcvequeur, joint Wardens of: the 

Cinque Ports, and the coafts from Haftings to Poole, an. 19. H, 3. 

p. 379. 
Treafurer of England, to buy 222. farplars of wool for- purveyance of 5000 

marks to the Chancellor of France, an. 13. H. 6. p. 268. 
Tciiby the Mayor of, &c. obtain an exemption de omni Kunagio^ &c. for 

twelve years, an. i. H. 6. p. 276.* 
Treafuser of England's power of refpiting the time for alien merchants ta 

bring in their proportions to the bullion at the Tower, 11. H*6. p. 318^ 
Tewkefbury the boats of, upon the Severn depreyed and plundered by the 

people of the Foreft of Dean, &c. and proceedings to be had tnere-* 

upon, an. 8. H. 6. p. 323.-329. 
Teymoutb, 20. E. 3. lent fcven (hips, 120 mariners, p* 338* 
Teyncmouth, 20. E. 3. fent two (hips, 25 mariners, p. 339. 
Trivet Sir Thomas, Knt. admiral of the weft, an. 9. R. 2. p» 54* 
Tin, petiticMi againft Tydemans engroffing it, p. 2S6^ 
that the vent be at Leftwitnial and not atCalais^ 17. R, z 

P- 3^- 
Tonnage and poundage appropriated to the keepng of the fea, p^ 119. 

Tonnage of the (hipping of England, an. 31. Q^Eliz. an imperfedt eftimate 

of, and of the 20. £. 3. and both contraflsd with the prefent, p» 358L 

Tru^U William^ Knt. admiral of the weft, an*. 13. £. 3. p. z^. 

U. and V. 
Uffi)rd Willkm, Earl of Suffolk, admiral of the north, an. 50^ E. j.. 

P- 39- 
Vatignors Walcfius de, admiral of the weft, aa< i. E. 3. p. 19. 

Vere John de. Earl of Oxford, admiral of England, an. i . H. 7* p. 97.. 

ViftuaUers attending the (hips, their tonnage and complement of mariners 
in the begiBoing of Elizabeth's luign, p» 125. ditto, circ^ an, 49. Q^ 
Eliz. p. 130* 
Ti£tualler of the navy Edward Barofte, his mdenture, p^ziz* 

Price per head in five yeaf» of Queen Elizabeth's reign, p^ 2 r 3V 

■ Allowance per head and price of victualling a cre\v of thirty- 

two XBcn, tonpl E1]0« p* 2i6# 

■ Contract foe vi&ualliog fliips in harbooc, aa*. 40.. Q^EliZ' p* a 1 7* 

Ofike 



I N D EX. 

bffice of Surveyor-general of the ViduaUixig, held by cqipn^lAQa \ff 

Allan Apfley, Sir Sampfon Darrell, &c. 20, Jac. p. 2j8,/ 
\Ciftualling contrails for Edinburgh and Striveling cafUcf ^ an. 13. E. 3; 

p. 283. 
" for Berwick caftle in the fame year, p. 284. 

Victory naval in the water of Swine, an. ^4. E. 3. reported to parliament 

by the king's mefTcngers the E^rl of Arundel and Sir William Truflell, 

p. 284. ' . . 

W. 

Wattchee petit, a guard to defend the coafts by land ?nd fea, p. i8o. 
■ Part of Oxfordshire and Bucks liable to be affefled to naval array, 

p. 181. 

Petition that perfons having lands within fix* miles of the fea re- 



fide there for the defence, and that the king (hould take thjs charge 
upon himielf and difcharge his people, p, 1S2. 

And that the Pettiwacche guard fhould be kflened one half. 



p. i84r 
Wafting their goods, the merchants petition that the payment for of ijzd. 

per iack of wool, vide p* 287^ may c^afe, an^ 25. E. 3. p. 295. 
Warham, 20. E. 3. fent three fliips, 59 mariners, p. 340^ 
Wadworth, 20. E. 3. ientonefiiip> fourteea Mariners, p. 341. 
Wainflete, ^o. E.. 3. fcnl two fhips, 49 mariners, p. 346. 
Weymouth port, an. 20. E. 3. fent fifteen fhips, 263 mariners, p. 337. 
Wiltlhire James Earl of, joint conunifiioner of the admiralty, an. 32. 'H. 

6- p. 92. 
Wine fhips of. Commons petition the king to take only two tons fsom 

each, an, i. H. 4. as prife, p. 282. 
Wine officers for gauging in Guienne, negled doing their affice axuL yet 

take id. per ton, p. 295. and 4. R. 2. p. 310. 
Wight Ifle of, petition ren^dy for its defertion, tJkrOugh lofibs and pay-^ 

ments, an. 2. R* 2. p. 303. 
Winchefter Biihop of, leave to export andiell 800 fack^ of wool in France, 

5.H. 6. p* 311. 
Wight Ifle of, 20. E. 3* fent thirteen fhipa, 220 mariners, p. 337. 
Winchelfea fent twenty- one fhips, 396 mariners, p. 33,7. 
Withanes, 20. £. 3. fent one inip> fix mariners^ p. 347. 
Wight Ifle of, the commiffioners Sir William Popham and Sir William 

Sopur to take the mufter of the armament, 20. H* 6. there. Append 

P- 370- 

Worceflcry 



INDEX. 

Woiceftcr John Earl of. Joint commiflioner of the adnriralty, an. ^2, 

H^ di p. 92^ and 384. 
Woollen yarn, to be employed in draping and not exported but in the 

cloth only, an. 50. E. 3. p. 262- . 
Wool, 36 farplars feized ana detained by the Lord of Arcle and Cockant 

in Holland, an. 50. E. 3. p. 263. 
Wool, no perfon to buy any before the king be ferred ; dififerent contracts 

for, and the price, p« 285. and 6. 

500 facks affigned to £• Phillippc, to pay her debts, p. 286. 

Loan to the king from certain Bifliops, Lords and Knights of 2X>,ooo 

facks, p- 285. 
Wool, exadtion of two marks per fack above the cuftom and fubfidy by 

two merchants farmers of the fubfidy, an. 21. £• 3. petitioned againil 

and a counter petition of the two merchants John Whetenham and 

Walter Defchariter, p. 290. — 91. 
'——' Commons petition againft the five northern counties tranfporting their 

wool into Scotland, 2. R. 2. p. 304* 
■ that every conflable may have the weighing of wools, an. 13* R. a^ 

p. 306 
•— Petition to repeal all the annuities afSgncd upon the fuhfidy of wooU 

an. 2. H* 4« p. 309* 
Wollriche, 2o. E. 3. fent one fhip, twelve mariners, p. 343. 
Wpdhoufe, 20. £. 3. fent one fhip, twelve mariners^ p. 345- 



Yarmouth Great charter of, that none buy herring within ieven mile^^ 
may be repealed, an. 50. E. 3. p. 300, its charter confirmed, an. 2«^ 
R. 2. p. 304. 

' ■ Charter Norfolk and Suffolk, petition the revocation of, an.. 

4. R. 2. p. 305. 

revoked by ftatute, an. 5-R*2. itsCberties confirmed, am lo. R«. 



2. p. 306. 

Yalme, 20. E. 3. fent two (hips, 47 mariners, p» 339^ 
Yarmouth, 20. E. 3. fent forty-three fliips, 1950 mariners^ P- 347- 
York Charles Stuart Duke of, admiral of England, &c. in reverfion 

during life, ani. i6» Jacobi, p, 105. 
York, an. 20. E. 3. fent one (hip, nine mariners, p«^*344» - 

FINIS. 
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The Tabic of Eru ATA» the firft Column denotes the Page ; the fecond, 
the Line ; re. for read ; dc. for dele ; vi. for vice, or inftead of. 

Page, Line« Pfg^* Line. 

rM^ deferring wr^ referring 
lojfJe/e is, and 1. iS.de. an 
re. there, vL thefo 
re. the records 
re. weft, vi. fouth 
re. traces 
re. noftrum 
re. Ememouth 
re. weft vi. north 
re. north w. weft 
de. that and add it at the 

end of the line 
re. A. D. inftead of the 

firft no date 
re. verfus partes borcales 
re. boreales 
re. Ralph, vi. Realph 
re. who came over 
re* probably, vi. publicly 
re* berwent manor 
re* Phillippi Courtn^ 
re* they ne none of tnem 
re* terminez 
re* Anno i«H. 4. 
re. Earls 

re. anno I J, R. 2. 
re^ Rempton 
re. fame 
re. vi^alling 
re. Gernefeye, vice Jcrfey 
re. refpondre 
re. and, vi. or 

Note, In the nomerical order of the 
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re. goodly hafte, order, &c. 

re. hommes 

re. No. 14. p. 64. 

re. Catal. vi. MSS. 

re. nuUatenus 

re. garnir 

re. 1388 

re. liberaverit & cuftodiri 

in the next line 
re. AyfcCat. v. Harl. MSS. 
re. Anno tertio R. 2di. 
Article 10. vi. anno 
read diledi et A 6* rr . iidem 

re. dilatione 
re. ils 

dele : r^. ces heures : 
re. Colle£tours 
re. eaedem 
re. proditores 
re. Catalla 

re. prifbnis, /. 1 7. r^. ima. 
re. refiftentiam 
re. vii. vi. vi. 
re. Treafurer 
re. diftini^e 
re. noftrum 
re. noftrum 
re. procuratorial 
re. praeftiti, vi. proftiti 
re. Ilfracombc 
re. fides 



iV^r, in the nomerical order of the appointments of the Admirals In p. 17, John 
Perbum is made the xoth* but ihould have been the zjth, which miftake runs through the 
whole feries* 

The three laft articles of the general abftradi of the fliipping of the Cinque Ports, by 
At compofitor's miftaking my inftruAions to reduce fix lines as they ftand in the manufcript 
into three are fet wrong, they ihould have been thus : 

DovtTf -J Small barks and boats^ - 00 

**sforde (prob. Aylesford) I Maiftcrs, ... 00 
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